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nica De Jesus and Bill Berkson in our new weekly Lit. column p62 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


By Tim Redmond 
> tredmond@sfbg.com 


My brother called me from the 
East Coast over the weekend to 
ask if I was still alive and my house 
still standing. He’d been watch- 
ing CNN, which apparently was 
showing nonstop reports of ter- 
rible storm carnage in Northern 
California, complete with breath- 
less voice-overs talking about hur- 
ricane-force winds. 

“Yeah,” I told him. “It rained.” 

Tt was windy too. Some trees 
came down, my roof leaked a little, 
and some people who built houses 
on unstable hillsides learned what 
happens to unstable hillsides when 
it rains. None of this is terribly 
unusual or strange. It’s just that 
people in San Francisco aren’t used 
to living in a world where there’s 
actual weather. You'd think a place 
that could be shaken into dusty 
wreckage any minute by the inevi- 
table earthquake would be a little 
less freaked about precipitation. 

Still, I found a bit of a lesson 
here. 

Just hours after the storm 
broke, while the bold and adven- 
turous tech pioneers of Google 
were still huddled in their homes 
and afraid to go to work, the San 
Francisco Department of Public 

Works had crews on the streets 
Our correspondent grew up with tigers, built tiger cages — and is convinced that the tiger escape Saget teeetepee re 
was stunningly efficient — the stuff 


at the privatized San Francisco Zoo was a tragedy waiting to happen. By Craig McLaughlin p15 that couldn't be chopped up right 
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Green Campaign 2008: 


A PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE THAT MATTERS 


Cynthia McKinney 
Ralph Natler 
Jared Ball 

Kent Mesplay 


Hosted and moderated by Cindy Sheehan, Aimee Allison, Matt Gonzalez, Ross Mirkarimi 


Sunday, January 13, 2008 « 2 pm ¢ Herbst Theater/Veterans Bldg. ° SF 


(3 blocks from Civic Center BART station) « $10-$25 sliding scale donation * www.acgreens.org/debate 
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* Change Engine Oil & Filter 
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PhotoFacial® Elite 
Starting at $350 


Sun Damage * Rosacea 
e Freckles * Pigmentation 
Flushing * Face Veins ° 
Fine Lines * Skin Texture 


World-Renowned innovator 
of IPL PhotoRejuvenation 
treatment PhotoFacial® Elite, 
the Gold Standard in IPL 
Skin Rejuvenation. 


~ BOTOX® Cosmetic, 
Restylane®, Radiesse® 


Juvéderm™, & Perlane® 


Soften facial lines, add 
fullness to lips. 


Leg/Spider Vein Treatment 
Acne Treatments 

PDT Levulan® 

Oxygen Infusion Facials 
Obagi® 


Our New Year's Gift To You 


Four Months of 
Unlimited Yoga Classes 
for $180 


(Offer &xpires 01/31/08, 
applies to new members only) 


848 Folsom St. San Francisco 
415-543-1970 © www.itsyoga.net 


Laser Hair Removal 


Experience makes a difference in 
treatment results. Performing hair 
removal since 1995. 


Underarms $99 Brazilian Bikini $225 
Lip & Chin $99 Back $300 
Bikini $99 Full Legs $450 


Special pricing for full body, 
large or multiple areas. 


Juice Beauty® Organic Skin Care 
Microdermabrasion/Peels 

Deep Cleansing Facials 

Derma Sweep Infusion 

Custom Clinical Facials 


Benefit from 43 years of dermatology that Dr. Bitter provides and the 
attention to detail of board certified plastic surgeon, Dr. Mosser. 


Consultations are Free...Results Priceless 


A\5.362 A/54 


www.skinrejuv.com 


Bie CEN ss 


Since 1998, SF's first and most experienced Medical Spa. 


SCOTT W. MOSSER, MD 
PATRICK H. BITTER SR, MD 


450 Sutter St. #1336 
San Francisco 
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WE BUY YOUR USED 


CD's DVD's LP's VHS 
VIDEO GAMES 


3979 24thSt. 2350 Market 
(415) 282-3550 (415) 282-8000 


streetlightrecords.com 


ALL NEW FRAME STYLES 
MICHAEL KORS 


PRESCRIPTION LENSES 
Scratch resistant coating 
Ultraviolet coating 

Tint or edge polish coating 


Some restrictions may apply. 


FREE 
SECOND PAIR 


Purchase one complete pair of prescription eyeglasses 
& get a second pair FREE from our select group. 


Single vision only. Some restrictions may apply. 


Saturday, January 12th 


300 West Portal (@ 147 Ave) 
415 - 753 - 8511 
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Weekly Goodness every week , 
with Glen Heywood, Goodologist 
ae 
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Dear Goodologist: 

I’ve been dating this great guy for 
over two years now. Everything was 
perfect until I went snowboarding 
last winter. You see, he hates snow, 
and when he found out I was killin’ 
it in the park, he flipped his lid. I 
threw away my board and promised 
to never ride again. But now this 
storm's dumping tons of snow, and 
I’m getting those old cravings back. 


Signed, Jonesing On The Southside 
DearJOTS: 


If your boyfriend isn’t enabling your 
powder addiction, then he clearly 
doesn't love you. It’s time to drop 
that zero and get with a hero (or a 
Goodologist, perhaps). In fact, you 
can meet plenty of eligible boarders 
while competing in Northstar™ 
Resort’s Pinball Rally Freestyle 
Session, January 13. Ahhh, I do love 
a big winter storm! 

Be Good, Glen 

Dear Goodologist: 

I’m a dad with three boys, ages 7, 

10 and 15. Lately, their attitudes 
have been, well, jaded. Where can I 
take them that isn’t “totally lame,” a 
“complete suckfest” or “awesomely 
craptacular?” 

Signed, Used To Be Cool 


Dear UTBC: 

Let me hazard a guess: Those boys 
have been cooped up indoors with 
their video games, TV and text 
messaging—the three-headed hydra 
of brattiness. Drag those malcontents 
up to Northstar Resort, pick up a kid’s 
Quad Ticket Pak for just $15 a day 
and turn them loose on the Parks 
and Pipes. Remember: the higher the 
altitude, the better the attitude. 

Be Good, Glen 

Confidential to: 

Loves Our Stairs, Especially Rails 


Dear LOSER: 

I understand your concern for the 
well-being of the rails at Northstar 
Resort, but believe you me, I have 
spent many an hour communing 
with said safety devices, and they 
assure me that they actually love 
the feeling of ski and board edges 
gently caressing their surfaces. Ask 
them yourself during Safety Week, 
January 19-25. 

Be Good, Glen 


sj Having a Not-Good day? 
Visit the Goodologist’s 
virtual home for more good 
A advice, tips and vibes: 


AGoodDayAtNorthstarResort.com 
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There’s plenty of evidence that the Zoo 


should have known long ago 


that the tiger grotto wasn't secure. 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


CONT» 


away was hauled off to the side so cars 
could get through. By that evening 
the worst of the fallen timber was 
corralled and being cut up with chain 
saws. It’s fun to talk about the lazy, 
inefficient public sector, but frankly, 
the DPW did its job. 

And 36 hours later, the efficient, 
private utility company, Pacific Gas 
and Electric Co., still couldn't get the 
power back on along Third Street. 


We got a press release Friday from 
the Democratic Leadership Council, 
which runs the Bill Clinton wing 
of the party and has long supported 
Democrats who hew to the center- 
right. The DLC folks call these 
hawkish neocons “new Democrats.” 
And according to their Jan. 4 state- 
ment, the “New Democrat of the 
Week” was ... San Francisco mayor 
Gavin Newsom. 

Newsom got the award for “his 
continued commitment to reducing 
his city’s carbon footprint,” which is 
fine and lovely. But it came the same 
week he announced, in a very DLC 

. style, that he was bringing Kevin 
Ryan, the former United States attor- 
ney, on board as the head of his crimi- 
nal justice council. 

Ryan’s a right-wing prosecutor, 

a George W. Bush appointee.who 
was in charge of the witch hunt and 
persecution that sent videographer 
Josh Wolf to jail for 226 days. Why, 
exactly, is a guy who has no respect 
for the First Amendment working for 
the mayor of San Francisco? 


Newsom's big plans to shake up his 
administration seem to amount to fir- 
ing Public Utilities Commission gen- 
eral manager Susan Leal (who can’t be 
fired right now because she’s on job- 
related disability) and replacing her 
with controller Ed Harrington. Leal 
had to go because she might run for 
mayor in four years against whomever 
Newsom and chief consultant Erik 
Jaye handpick (Assessor Phil Ting 
seems to be the choice right now) and 
because, as Sup. Bevan Dufty put it, 
“PG&E was not happy about her.” 

Sounds like an award-winning 
strategy to Me. sFBc 


PS Our predatory-pricing case against 
the SF Weekly and its parent company 
goes to trial Jan. 14 in San Francisco 
Superior Court with Judge Marla Miller 
presiding. 
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(DEBATES OVER AN IRAQI 
CONSTITITON HAVE SHOWN) 
MTHE WILLINGNESS ON 


EDITORIAL This is Mayor Gavin 
Newsom's idea of shaking up 

his administration: fire a Public 
Utilities Commission director who 
has been doing a pretty decent job, 
then replace her with a city con- 
troller who has been pretty good 
at his job but will most likely be 
terrible at hers. The result should 
please nobody but Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co. 

We’ve had our concerns about 
PUC director Susan Leal; she’s 
been tiptoeing oh-so-cautiously 
around public power when she 
ought to be leading the charge to 
kick PG&E and its illegal monop- 
oly out of town. But at least she’s 
moving in the right direction, gen- 
erally — and the fact that PG&E 
wants to get rid of her is a sign that 
she’s the kind of person the city 
ought to have at the helm of this 
crucial agency. 

The logic of firing Leal makes 
so little sense. She has little more 
than a year left on her contract, 
and to pay her mandatory severance 
will cost the city $500,000, which 
the treasury can ill afford. And 


MARCH 5, 2003 

“I THINK WE'LL BE 
VINDICATED WHEN WE 
DISCOVER THE WEAPONS 
OF MASS DESTRUCTION 
AND WHEN WE LIBERA 
THE PEOPLE oF IRAQ!" 


THAT AT ALL!" 


NOVEMBER 30, 


THE PA\ 


Sneak attack on public power 


Newsom hasn't pointed to anything 
she’s done wrong. — 

But city hall insiders say 
PG&E thinks she’s too aggres- 
sive about public power, and the 
giant utility can’t tolerate that. So 
Newsom quietly announced Friday 
afternoon, Jan. 4, that she was 
going to be replaced. 

Of course, Newsom technically 
can't fire the PUC general manager 
— only the commission can do 
that. And under the Brown Act, 
the state’s open-meetings law, the 
mayor can’t call them all and seal 
the deal; the commissioners have 
to hold a meeting and talk about 
it. That meeting ought to be open 
to the public. The commissioners 
will try to close the doors, arguing 
that the general manager's future 
is a confidential personnel mat- 
ter — but that privilege exists to 
protect the employee, not the com- 
missioners, and Leal has every right 
to waive it. She should fight back 
here, demand that the panel meet 
openly and discuss in public why 
she is being dismissed — and take 
the opportunity to challenge any ~ 
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claims against her and to make her 
case both for public power and for 
her continued employment. 

This is far more than a simple 
dispute between an executive 
employee and an appointed com- 
mission; there are key policy issues 
at stake here — public power, com- 
munity choice aggregation, and 
the city’s energy future — and they 
shouldn't be settled in secret. 

Ed Harrington has been a decent 
controller in many respects — but 
he’s never shown any indication of 
supporting public power. In fact, he’s 
done the opposite — every time the 
issue has come before him, he’s found 
a way to help PG&E. His estimates 
of the cost of public power ballot 
measures have been so wildly inflated 
as to be professionally embarrass- 
ing. For more than five years he’s 
refused to do what Sup. Chris Daly 
has requested and calculate the cost 
to the local economy of high PG&E 
rates. And Harrington was a senior 
PUC staffer when the sellout con- 
tracts with PG&E, Turlock, and 
Modesto were negotiated. 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 >> 


Take back 
the Zoo 


EDITORIAL It may be months 
before we know just how Tatiana the 
tiger escaped and killed Carlos Sousa 
Jr. Since nobody seems to have the 
incident on video, none of the wit- 
nesses are talking, and the event is 
bound to be the subject of multimil- 
lion-dollar lawsuits, the exact details 
may never come out. 

But it’s safe at this point to. say 
one thing: the privatization of the 
San Francisco Zoo has been a failure. 

When the city turned the man- 
agement of the place over to the San 
Francisco Zoological Society in 1997, 
all of the lingering financial problems 
were supposed to be solved. The 
society could raise money: big donors 
would pay for what the city couldn't. 
Animal welfare would be improved; 
facilities would be brought up to 
modern standards. 

And indeed, there are some new 
habitats for the animals and some 
fancy amenities for the humans, 
including a spiffy $3 million 
Leaping Lemur Café and an educa- 
tional center. 

But when you look at what's hap- 
pened with the animals, the record is 
pretty shoddy. We've been reporting 
on this for almost a decade (see “The 
Zoo Blues,” 5/19/99, and “The Zoo's 
Losers,” 5/7/2003). Mark Salomon 
has compiled a nice updated list of - 
all of the problems (see Opinion, 
page 7). And the moment the tiger 
escape happened, we saw exactly why 
a private agency shouldn't be running 
this-sort of public facility: a lid of 
Pentagon-style secrecy was clamped 
on every aspect of the disaster. 
Employees were forbidden to talk to 
the press. Key records weren't avail- 
able. The Zoo hired a private public 
relations firm that immediately began 
spinning like crazy. 

As Craig McLaughlin, a former 
Guardian editor and tiger expert, 
reports on page 15, there are endless 
questions about the escape — and 
there’s plenty of evidence that the 
Zoo should have known long ago that 
the tiger grotto wasn't secure. This 
wasn't the first tiger escape; at least 
once previously one of the big cats 
was found outside the fence, and at 
least twice tigers have come close to 
jumping over the wall. It appears as 
if the Zoo didn’t even know how tall 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 6 »> 
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UNIVERSITY of 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Develop Your Career 


in Environmental Management 


A 23-month Master's program offered on 
Saturdays. The Program brings together 
environmental professionals involved in 

decision-making for the corporate, consulting, 
governmental, and nonprofit sectors 


ATTEND AN INFORMATION MEETING! 


Wed., January 9, 6pm 
USF, Fromm Hall, Broad Room 


Thu., January 31, 6pm 
USF, McLaren Center, Rm. 250 


Free parking available at Koret 
Rec. Center on Turk and Parker 


MORE INFORMATION: 
415.422.6553 or 
www.usfca.edu/msem 


DIRECTIONS: 
www.usfca.edu/directions 


VISIT ALL OF USF'S 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS: 
www.usfca.edu/graduate 


Educating Minds and Hearts to Change The World 


Introducing 


Gentle Dental Care 
for the 
21st Century 
Preventive, Cosmetic, 
Emergencies, Implants 


Gentle Dental 
Care 


sfgentledentalcare.com 
3012 Steiner Street 
Suite A 
San Francisco, CA 94123 


FREE TEETH CLEANING* 


INVISALIGN 
Free whitening with any Invisalign treatment 
(Tray Method $400 value) 


1 HOUR TEETH WHITENING 
$299” 


(in office, using Light Activated Method; $500 value) 


(415) 922-2990 


"New patients only with exam and 
bitewing x-rays for $39. ($200 Value) 
This offer may exclude the free teeth 
cleaning in cases of gum disease that 
require further treatment. 


Dr. Farah Sefidvash 


Offer expires 1/30/08 
*There is a fee for transfer of x-rays 
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A WALKING TOUR 
OF SAN FRANCISCO 


You will see San Francisco through the eyes of 
one of her most famous citizens, the social philosopher 


Henry George 


The Walking Tour introduces you to San Francisco’s 
unique architecture and history. It starts at the 
American Youth Hostel, 312 Mason Street in San Francisco 
every Monday evening at 6:15 PM 


For further information call 415-970-9306 


ROOTS IN THE BAY AREA 


OFFERING OUTSTANDING QUALITY PRODUCTS AND SERVICE SINCE 1993 
UNIQUE HOUSEPLANTS + GROWLIGHTS + HYDROPONICS «ORCHIDS + ORGANIC SUPPLIES * NATURAL PESTCONTROL 


2279 MARKET & 16TH. SF /415,626.5082/ MON-SAT 10:30-6:30, SUN II-5:00 
PIE WAREHOUSE /#1 DORMAN & BARNEVELD, SF/415.970.2465/MON-FRI 10-5, SATI0-4 


WWW.PLANTITEARTH COM 
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the walls were or whether the setup 
was adequate (and frankly, containing 
tigers isn’t that difficult or expensive). 

Privatization has been good for 
the director, Manuel Mollinedo, 
whose total compensation last year 
came to $339,000, according to 
the Zoological Society's federal 
tax forms. But Mollinedo’s com- 
ments about the escape haven't been 
encouraging; he seemed mystified at 
first about how the tiger could have 
gotten free, then denied the facility 
was unsafe, then admitted he didn’t 
know whether it was safe or not. At 
no point did he say or do anything to 
give the public confidence that this 
highly paid executive was willing to 
take responsibility for a problem or 
move effectively to solve it. 

And, of course, while the city has 
no real oversight or authority over the 
Zoo, San Francisco taxpayers will 
probably have to foot the bill for the 
gigantic legal settlements that will 
come out of this fiasco. 

This is no way to run a public 
facility. 

The Board of Supervisors 
ought to hold hearings on the Zoo 
right away, and the budget analysts 
should do a management audit of 
the Zoological Society. But in the 
end, the city needs to sever its con- 
tract with this private nonprofit. 

If there’s going to be a zoo in San 
Francisco, it needs to be run by and 
for the public. srsc 


PS Sam Singer, the Zoo's hired gun, has 
made a mess of the situation, making 
apparently false accusations about the 
victims and refusing to come clean on the 


facts. He can sling dirt, but he wouldn't 


answer the 20 key questions we posed to 
him (at www.sfbg.com). He's an exam- 
ple of what's wrong with privatization. 


WEB EXCLUSIVE 


Links to our past Zoo coverage 
at www.sfbg.com. 


PUBLIC POWER 


CONT) 


The Board of Supervisors 
should hold a hearing on these 
personnel changes and demand 
that Harrington appear and discuss 
publicly his position on CCA and 
PG&E. At the very least the voters 
should have the right to see this for 
what it appears to be: a Newsom- 
PG&E sneak attack on public 
power. And the board should pass 
Sup. Sophie Maxwell’s proposal 
to give it the authority to appoint 
some members of the PUC. srec 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN OPINIONS 


The Zoo should be closed, its animals sent to facilities capable 


of caring for them, and the land used for affordable housing. . 


Shut down the Zoo 


OPINION In San Francisco’s June 
1997 special election, the swells 
convinced the voters to float $48 
million in bonds to build a “world- 
class” zoo, which would entail 
largely privatizing a public institu- 
tion, leaving the city on the hook 
for liabilities while giving a private 
nonprofit the benefits. 

The initiative passed — you 
can’t get warmer or fuzzier than 
a tiger or a koala — and the San 
Francisco Zoo, relinquished to 
the tutelage of corporate fixer 
Jim Lazarus, was largely gifted as 
another privatized party space for 
the rich. 

The case might be made that 
ZOOS can serve as genetic incuba- 
tors in the face of widespread 
habitat destruction. But the city’s 
precautionary principle, like the 
Hippocratic oath, should prevail 
on us to do no harm in seeking to 
prevent extinction. 

The record of the privatized 
Zoo has hardly been a story of 
precaution: 

¢ In 2000, two already sick 
koalas were kidnapped from the 


Zoo and not returned for two days. 


e A 12-year-old Siberian tiger, 
Emily, died in October 2004. 
Tatiana was just murdered at age 
four. Siberian tigers generally live 
to be 24 years old in captivity. 

¢ Two elands, majestic African 
antelope, were introduced improp- 
erly into close quarters with an 
already resident eland at the Zoo, 
which led to a spate of deadly 
eland-on-eland violence and the 
deaths of the two newcomers. 

e Apparently, shoddy atten- 
tion to detail hastened the demise 
of Puddles the hippopotamus in 
May 2007. Hippos, like African 
elephants, thrive in nature pre- 
serves located in their native tropi- 
cal habitat. 

If zoos are to be a successful 
component of protecting endan- 
gered species, it’s paramount 
that their conditions not kill the 
specimens. Perhaps an affiliation 
with a major research institution is 
required to ensure that profession- 
alism is the order of the day to ward 
against what appears to be amateur 
hour at the zoo. 

It’s one thing for the swells to 
occupy public spaces such as the 


de Young Museum, City Hall, and 
the San Francisco Public Library 
as edifications to their egos — only 
fellow humans are inconvenienced. 
But for the rich to wrap themselves 
in the distinction of being movers 
and shakers in the San Francisco 
Zoological Society and wring glee 
from the glow of imprisoning ani- 
mals in inhospitable conditions is 
truly pathological. 

The Zoo should be closed, its 
animals sent to facilities capable 
of caring for them, and the land 
used for affordable housing. The 
city should replace the Zoo with an 
academic partnership with legiti- 
mate wildlife sanctuaries around 
the world to subsidize conservation, 
produce video footage of animals in 
their natural habitats, and arrange 
trips to see wild animals in the wild 
for San Francisco youths who oth- 
erwise could not afford it. 

That would be a true 21st- 
century, world-class approach to 
bringing the wonder of exotic ani- 
mals to San Franciscans. srec 


Marc Salomon 
Marc Salomon is a member of the 
SF Green Party County Council. 
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NEWSOM'’S BAD CHOICE 

The Bay Area chapter of the 
National Writers Union, which 
represents freelance writers and edi- 
tors, feels strongly that in naming 
Kevin Ryan to head the Mayor's 
Office of Criminal Justice, Gavin 
Newsom has made an extremely 
bad choice. 

It was Ryan, after all, who 
headed the local United States 
Attorney’s Office when the federal 
government persecuted freelance 
blogger-videojournalist Josh Wolf 
for upholding the principle of an 
independent fourth estate. 

In their book Bill of Wrongs: 

The Executive Branch’s Assault 

on America’s Fundamental Rights 
(Random House, 2007), Lou 
Dubose and the late Molly Ivins 
described Ryan as “the anomaly in 
the Al Gonzales—Karl Rove purge 
of U.S. attorneys. He was the guy 
who earned the right to be fired 
long before his eight undeserving 
colleagues were dismissed.” 

The Associated Press quoted 
mayoral spokesman Nathan Ballard 
as saying that Ryan’s appoint- 
ment “sends a powerful message 
that [Newsom] is serious about 
tackling crime and violence in San 
Francisco.” 

Judging from all we've seen and 
heard, we fear the appointment her- 
alds Newsom's intent to attack the 
First Amendment and California’s- 
Shield Law as well. 


Richard Knee 

Journalism Division Chair 
National Writers Union (United 
Automobile Workers Local 1981, 
AFL-CIO), Bay Area chapter 
San Francisco 


NO DESCENDANTS 

You have done a great service by 
writing this story [“The Baby 
Question,” 12/19/07]. I made my 
decision not to have children in the 
1990s — even then, it was obvious 
that environmental decline would 


go on for decades before people’s 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 8 >» 
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thinking and behavior changed 
enough to:improve matters. Of 
course, things have become sig- 
nificantly worse since then. Often 
when I read of some additional bad 
news for the environment, I am 
very thankful that I do not have to 
worry about descendants of mine 
having to struggle in a time of 
increasing resource scarcity. One 
still has to worry about the future 
for all other children, but at least it 
is a comfort to have done one’s best 
in lessening the consequences of 
coming scarcity. 


Mary-Louise Zanoni 
Canton, New York 


' THE SOLAR PLAN 


AND THE UMB 

Thank you for the illuminating 
article on Assessor Phil Ting’s 
plan to give financial assistance for 
installing solar panels [“Amending 
the Solar Plan,” 1/2/07]. I agree 
that pushing solar development is 
important, and I support Ting’s 
effort to innovate. At the same 
time, with strong earthquakes 
expected more often this century 
than in the last one, I also see seis- 
mic safety as a sustainability issue 
for San Francisco. 

The $350 million unused seis- 
mic upgrade bond money may be 
from the unreinforced masonry 
building program. If so, the 
Building Inspection Commission 
in October 2007 expressed its 
desire that the funds be used to 
address other seismic risks in the 
city. I agree that funds originally 
earmarked for seismic work should 
remain so. Other sources of funds 
should be located for the solar plan. 


Dave Massen 
San Francisco 


FOR THE RECORD 

In the story “The Other Side of 
the Mirror” by Max Goldberg 
(12/26/07), the production com- 
pany for the film I’m Not There was 
misidentified. I’m Not There is a 
Weinstein Co. release. 


The Guardian welcomes letters commenting on 
our coverage or other topics of local interest. 
Letters should be brief (we reserve the right to 
edit them for length) and signed. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for verification. 
Corrections and clarifications: The Guardian 
tries to report news fairly and accurately. You 
are invited to complain to us when you think we 
have fallen short of that objective. Complaints 
should be directed to Paula Connelly, the 
assistant to the publisher. We'd prefer them in 
writing, but Connelly can also be reached by 
phone at (415) 255-3100. If we have published 
a misstatement, we will endeavor to correct 
it quickly and in an appropriate place in the 
newspaper. If you remain dissatisfied, we invite 
you to contact the Minnesota News Council, 
an impartial organization that hears and con- 
siders ‘complaints against news media. It can 
be reached at 12 South Sixth St., Suite 1122, 
Minneapolis, MN 55402; (612) 341-9357; fax 
(612) 341-9358. 
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Transit censors 


Is the San Francisco 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Agency infringing on the free 
speech rights of transit riders? 
That’s the question raised by 
a pair of recent incidents in 
which a bus driver and a cable 
car operator ejected riders for 
carrying campaign signs. 

The most recent incident 
occurred New Year’s Day, 
when more than a dozen 
sign-wielding supporters of 
Ron Paul for United States 
president boarded a cable car 
at Fisherman’s Wharf, waving 
their signs and chanting their 
support as the number 12 car 
moved up the hill. 

Near the intersection of 
California and Powell streets, 
one Paul supporter who iden- 
tified herself only as Terry 
told us, the operator stopped 
the car and said “we had to 
either relinquish our signs or 
the cable car couldn’t move.” 
Another MTA official showed 
up, and police were called to 
help carry out the order, as 
Terry told us and photos and 
video the Paul supporters shot 
seem to confirm. 

The group decided to 
debark rather than give up the 
signs because, Terry said, “This 
is a freedom of speech issue.” 

A similar incident occurred 
on the evening of Nov. 6, 2007, 
Election Day, when Andy Blue 
boarded the 22 bus at 16th 
and Mission streets, where 
he had been campaigning for 
mayoral candidate Quintin 
Mecke and for the Yes on 
A-No on H campaign. 

“The bus.driver refused to 
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leave as long as | was there with 
the signs,” Blue said, noting that 
he wasn’t campaigning on the 
bus. “He told me he had been 
instructed not to allow people 
on the bus with political signs.” 

Blue refused to back 
down, and after a tense five- 
minute standoff that agitated 
other passengers, the driver 
finally got permission from a 
supervisor to proceed. MTA 
officials did not respond by 
press time to our detailed 
requests for comment on the 
matter, but San Francisco 
Police Department spokesper- 
son Steve Mannina said it was 
the MTA operator’s decision 
and “Muni called the PD to 
assist, and they did.” 

Terry and Blue say it’s 
disturbing if those who rely on 
transit aren’t allowed to par- 
ticipate in politics. 

(Steven T. Jones) 


Heads roll 


In the week leading up to 
Mayor Gavin Newsom’s Jan. 8 
second-term inauguration cer- 
emony, he accepted more than 
two dozen of the resignation 
letters he demanded Sept. 10, 
2007, from his senior staff. 
“Today | am proud to 
introduce a new team of 
27 people that is a blend of 
fresh talent, extensive policy 
expertise, and proven experi- 
ence in government,” Newsom 
wrote in a prepared statement 
released at 5 p.m. on Jan. 4, a 
Friday, which is not considered 
the spot in the news cycle for 
“proud” announcements. 
“Other than the very 
unfortunate firing of Susan 
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Leal from the [general man- 
ager job at the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission] — 
who, by all accounts, has been 
doing a good job — the rest of 
the changes are fairly perfunc- 
tory and far from the bold or 
audacious move he promised,” 
Board of Supervisors president 


Yet the changes — which 
the Guardian discusses in more 
detail in Editor’s Notes, the 
editorial page, and our politics 
blog — do seem to signal that 
Newsom is placing a high value 
on personal loyalty and politi- 
cal pragmatism. 

Some examples are the 
promotions of inner-circle 
members Mike Farrah (new 
director of the Mayor’s Office 
of Neighborhood Services), 
Ben Rosenfield (controller), 
and Wade Crowfoot (now the 
newly created director of 
climate protection initiatives) 
and the hiring of former United 
States attorney Kevin Ryan, 

a conservative Republican, 
to head the Mayor’s Office of 
Criminal Justice. 

But gone are Leal and 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Agency board member Leah 
Shahum, the San Francisco 
Bicycle Coalition director who 
has chided the mayor for not 
supporting alternative trans- 
portation. “The Mayor’s Office 
was none too pleased that the 
SFBC did not endorse him,” 
she told us, noting that she 
is urging Newsom to fill the 
spot with another advocate 
for sustainable transportation. 
“| hope this is not a sign of 
what’s to come.” (Jones) 


IN-OFFICE SPECIALIST 


Harvard graduate, with experience in all areas of periodontal and implant treatment 


$54” 


{$150 valve} 
New Patients Only 


TAL 


take home teeth 
whitening with paid 
in full by insurance 

for exams, xrays 

and cleanings.* 


Give us an 
hour, the 
change will 
make you smile! 
ZOOM BLEACHING!!! 
Special $699! 
bleaches avaiable, call for datods) 


to relieve 
headaches, jaw 
ain (TMJ) & 


clenching 


760 La Playa (btw. Balboa & Cabrillo) 
www.oceanviewdental.cam 


(415) 221-5592 


In-house dental insurance available. 


FREE Professional 


Democratic presidential candidate 
Barack Obama, shown here at a 
Nov. 14, 2007, speech in San Francisco 
(see “Obama’s Moment,” 11/21/07), 
has used messages of hope and change 


to become the front-runner. 


GUARDIAN PHOTO BY LANE HARTWELL 


$28 FIRST CUT or $10 off COLOR! Mention this ad! 


Joey Clevensen. 


S81 Castes St Sant Framciion M4 


AI5-313-1260 


“I’m sure that they were thinking, ‘You know what? The POA is a pretty powerful organization. 


It wouldn't hurt to get close to them. 


>” 


San Francisco Police Officers Association president Gary Delagnes 


ALERTS 


By Deborah Giattina 
> alerts@sfbg.com - 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9 


Gulf War | 

Do you remember the seven months and $6.1 
billion the United States spent liberating Kuwait 
from an Iraqi invasion? If you don’t, then you, 
like 30 percent of the Americans sent to Kuwait 
and Iraq, might be experiencing memory loss, a 
common symptomof Gulf War syndrome. You 
might also have forgotten the 200,000 Iraqi sol- 
diers and civilians killed by coalition forces. If so, 
you should find out more about the first time a 
President Bush took a crack at Saddam Hussein 
at a screening of Hidden Wars of Desert Storm. 
7:30 p.m., $5 donations accepted 

Humanist Hall 

390 27th St., Oakl. 

www.humanisthall.org, hiddenwars.com 


About an arms dealer 

Meet Victor Bout. He's the international arms 
dealer to insurgents and despots with financial 
means, and Osama bin Laden’s competition 
for US public enemy number one. Journalist 
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(415) 293-4600, www.itsyourworld.org 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 


Green Party animals 

Shouldn't it be illegal to tear the beaks off 
chickens and stuff baby cows into tight quar- 
ters? Join the animal advocacy group of the 
San Francisco Green Party to work on ideas in 
support of humane farms. 

7 p.m., free 

Golden Era Vegetarian Restaurant 

572 O'Farrell, SF 
www.goldeneravegetarian.com 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 13 


Green Party smackdown 

It’s a sad business, this pitting of Green against 
Green, but that’s democracy for you. Watch 
Green Party presidential candidates Ralph 
Nader, Cynthia McKinney, Jared Ball, and Kent 
Mesplay debate for the party’s nomination. 

2 p.m., $10-$25 donations accepted 

Herbst Theatre 

War Memorial Veterans Bldg. 

401 Van Ness, SF 


www.acgreens.org/debate sFac 
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Portrait of the artist 


as an old cop 


Why is the city’s police union lobbying 
for the Academy of Arte 


By G.W. Schulz 
> gwschulz@sfbg.com 


Imagine Gary Delagnes, president 
of the San Francisco Police Officers 
Association, pondering the impact 
of abstract expressionism on the 
American zeitgeist with a far-off 
gaze. Or picture him dressed in 
fashionably tight jeans, walking his 
fixed-gear bike to the San Francisco 
Academy of Art University with a 
leather portfolio tucked under his 
skinny arm. 

Does that seem incongruous to 
you? It does to us as well. After all, 
Delagnes is the very antithesis of an 
art school student. So why are the 
POA and Delagnes, a brutish former 
narcotics officer, lobbying the San 
Francisco Planning Commission on 
behalf of the Academy of Art? 

The academy, which has been 
rapidly snapping up properties 
around town to accommodate its 
ambitious expansion plans, has 
become an entity of increasing con- 
cern in San Francisco's dicey world of 
land-use politics. 

The for-profit school, which 
costs students around $16,500 per 
year to attend, today owns or con- 
trols more than 30 properties across 
the city, half of which are used to 
house its students, and expects to 
take over nearly a dozen more to 


Class étionLawGroup.com 
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accommodate approximately 14,500 
students by 2017. 

In the meantime, the school is 
facing several enforcement actions 
initiated by the Planning Department 
for brazenly making building conver- 
sions without bothering to obtain 
proper permits. 

Delagnes was nonetheless first in 
line at a September 2007 commission 
meeting held to address the academy’s 
pending enforcement cases and 
praised the school as a tremendous 
asset to the academic community. 

“T think that their reputation in 
San Francisco is unquestioned as some 
of the finest, true San Franciscans 
that I know,” Delagnes said of the 
wealthy Stephens family, which owns 
the Academy of Art. “They are heav- 
ily involved and invested in the city of 
San Francisco and care deeply about 
its future.” 

Delagnes’s lobbying on behalf of 
the academy surprised and appalled 
at least one commissioner, Hisashi 
Sugaya, who told the POA president 
that he was “really offended” someone 
representing law enforcement was 
carrying water for a private art school 
that had flouted the law by racking 
up alleged planning and building 
code violations. 

Responding in the union’s news- 
letter, POA vice president Kevin 
Martin reached a dizzyingly patri- 
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otic pitch in denouncing Sugaya as a 
liberal and demanding he apologize 
not just to Delagnes but also to the 
entire union for “demeaning our 
president” and “censuring his freedom 
of speech.” 

Delagnes aienirted to the 
Guardian that his testimony was 
essentially a “quid pro quo.” The acad- 
emy has supported the POA, even 
offering special summer apprentice- 
ships to the children of its members. 
“Tm sure that they were thinking, 
‘You know what? The POA is a pretty 
powerful organization. It wouldn't 
hurt to get close to them,” Delagnes 
said. “Here came this problem with 
the Planning Commission. They 
called me and said, ‘Hey, would you 
mind going up there and basically 
saying that we're a good organization? 
We're good people.” 

During the meeting, school 
president Elisa Stephens, who did not 
return calls, portrayed the academy as 
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a simple mom-and-pop business igno- 
rant of planning politics and intend- 
ing to fully cooperate with the city. 

“My grandfather was an artist... 
We're an integral part of this commu- 
nity,” Stephens told the commission- 
ers. “I live in this community. We've 
been here since the late 1800s. We're 
dedicated to this city.... I apologize for 
not being involved in city politics. I’m 
involved in education.” 

But city staffers implied there’s 
more to the academy’s troubles than 
a few honest mistakes. In March 
2007, the school was hit with a litany 
of all >ged code violations, includ- 
ing 14 properties converted without 
conditional-use permits and seven 
made into group housing or modified 
for other school uses without build- 
ing permits, Planning Department 
records show. 

Before last year the academy 
had never submitted an institutional 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 > 


Your employer may owe you large amounts of overtime in back pay! CLASS 
ACTION LAW GROUP can help recover it for you. Call immediately if you work 


¢ AMD ¢ Network Appliances « Adobe Systems ¢ Creative Labs 

¢ Hewlett Packard ¢ Juniper Networks * Netscape ¢ Symantec 

¢ Apple * Ceradyne ¢ Amdahl Corporation « Hitachi Data Systems 
° Sybase ¢ KLA Tencor ¢ Applied Materials —¢ Intel 

¢ eBay ¢ Lam Research ¢ BEA Systems ¢ Seagate 

¢ Nvidia * Tibco Software ¢ Sun Microsystems —* Novell 


Have you worked or work for the following or related companies? 


Contact Roger Carter or Scott’ Cooper at the CLASS ACTION LAW GROUP for 
a free consultation. No recovery, no fee or costs. Our attorneys have 
obtained over $75 million in verdicts and settlements in the last 5 years. 


or have worked in the following (or similar) positions: software engineer, 
programmer, tech support/client interface, trainee or entry level. 
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master plan to the city, even 
though San Francisco's Planning 
Code has required them from 
universities since the 1970s, par- 
ticularly for a scattered campus 
that’s in a position to dramati- 
cally alter the face of downtown, 
where the school is primarily 
located and its private transit 
buses are ubiquitous. 

The academy finally turned 
one over in 2007 after city plan- 
ners issued a citation in summer 
2006. Afterward the department 
visited all of the school’s prop- 
erties and discovered multiple 
problems with use permits, plus 
an additional property the acad- 
emy had recently acquired but 
didn’t include in its plan. 

Code enforcers tried to 
negotiate with the school, plan- 
ning staffer Scott Sanchez 
told the commission. But after 
department personnel outlined 
the March 2007 violations for 
the academy, it simply contin- 
ued onward, converting 601 
Brannan for its own use without 
any building permits and doing 
the same at the Star Motel on 


Lombard, this time without a 
conditional-use application. 

As the department worked 
to keep up, the academy pur- 
chased four new buildings 
and put its eye on another, all 
between spring and fall 2007. 

“All of our information 
about their new facilities came 
from members of the public... It 
wasn't actually through the acad- 
emy, with whom we thought we 
had a dialogue about their insti- 
tutional master plan,” Sanchez 
told the Guardian. “We had 
something ongoing with them, 


yet they were not informing us of 
their new acquisitions, and they 


weren't obtaining proper permits 
for them.” 

The school, in fact, is accel- 
erating plans to convert 575 
Sixth St., known as the San 
Francisco Flower Mart, into 
studio space, despite opposi- 
tion from the Mayor's Office, 
the Planning Commission, and 
the Board of Supervisors. The 
30 floral business tenants that 
currently inhabit the building 
received eviction notices dated 
Christmas Eve 2007: 

A future academy gymna- 


sium is slated for 620 Sutter, 
but building it would result in 
the eviction of the Lorraine 
Hansberry Theatre, a 25-year- 
old institution specializing in 
African American stage perfor- 
mances. The academy already 
converted part of the building to 
group housing without a permit. 

So what else is the POA get- 
ting for its support of the arts? 
For one, the Academy of Art was 
a $5,000 platinum sponsor of the 
POA’s 2007 charity golf tourna- 
ment at the Stonelree Golf Club 
in Novato, beating out dozens of 
other donors for the top of the 
list. The exclusive title was used 
for only three other contributors. 

The union’s November 2007 
newsletter, which appeared just 
after Delagnes voiced his support 
for the school, announced that 
academy president Stephens had 
also given POA members work- 
ing at the police department's 
Southern Station in SoMa 15 
free underground parking spots 
on Bluxome, just a short walk 
from the Hall of Justice and the 
union’s headquarters. 

And.that’s the art of politics 
in San Francisco. srec 
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By LLOYD 

DANGLE 
WHEN PEOPLE LIKED BUSH ENOUGH TO 
IMAGINE HAVING A BEER WITH Him, 
IT BROUGHT HIM WITHIN ELEcCTION- 
STEALING RANGE — BvT THIS IS 


THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 
CounTRY IS READY To ELEcT A 
BLACK MAN MISSES THE POINT... 


AWD FRANKLY, UNDERESTIMATE SE 
THE RICH € BOUNDLESS 
COMPLEXITY OF OUR 


I?m THROWING MY SUPPORT BEHWwD 
HILLARY BECAUSE DEEP Down I?m 
REArcy MORE OF A MISOGYNIST, 


The Bankers Pen holds a bunch of stodgy bankers who generally oppose the beliefs of WaMu, especially the WaMu Free C hecking™ account. Their advice column 


runs nationwide. 


Dear Bankers Pen: 


I'm a worrier. I admit it. I go out of my way to protect my 
family, my home and my hard-earned money. That’s why 
I like WaMu's low-balance alerts to warn me if my balance 
gets low. Is there anything else I could do to ensure my 
funds, my home and my family are safe? 


Dear Skittish: 


- Skittish in Seattle 


Hippie alarms. No home is safe without them. 


Picture this: you’re home alone one day, and a man 
humming a folk song and wearing a homemade poncho 
stops to smell your azaleas? Then you'll be glad you 
have your hippie alarm. 


Dear Bankers Pen: 

Tm trying to upgrade my castle in Age Of Chivalry III, 
but the Phoenician technology tree doesn’t allow me to 
build a stronghold until I’ve collected all four artifacts from 
the oracle caverns. I can’t task all my wizards to collecting 


artifacts and still hope to ward off the extinction spells 
my enemies will cast. What should I do? 
- Trapped in Twin Falls 


Dear Trapped: 

I haven't the foggiest idea what you're babbling about. 
But I inferred from your mystical word usage you're 
playing an electronic game. So I asked my grandson for 
help answering your question. He instructed me to Say, 
“I know you are, but what am I?” Hope that helps. 


Low balance alerts require you to enroll in our free online banking service. Deposits at Washington Mutual are FDIC Insured. 
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Consolidating power 


Proposal calls for most city permitting 
to be placed under a controversial new 


department head 


By Amanda Witherell 
> amanda@sfbg.com 


A proposal to consolidate some 

of the permitting functions of 10 
city departments into one is cur- 
rently floating through Mayor Gavin 
Newsom’s administration as a result 
of his call to department heads for 
bold initiatives. It was developed by 
a department head who is receiving 
harsh criticism from his staff. 

Isam Hasenin, the director 
of the Department of Building 
Inspection, originally unveiled 
the idea in a Dec. 3, 2007, memo 
presented to the mayor that calls 
for a shift into Hasenin’s depart- 
ment of the permitting currently 
reviewed by the Fire Department, 
the Planning Department, the 
Bureau of Street Use and Mapping, 
the Public Utilities Commission, 
the Redevelopment Agency, the 
Mayor's Office on Disability, the 
Port, the Airport, the Bureau of 
Urban Forestry, and the Municipal 
Transportation Agency. 

The reason offered for such mas- 
sive consolidation is customer ser- 
vice. “A single city-wide permitting 
department will be better equipped 
to manage the needs of our citizens 
and deliver a more efficient, reliable, 
consistent and timely service with a 
focus on excellent customer service,” 
the memo reads. 

Hasenin told us the idea was 
in response to a solicitation from 
Newsom. “The genesis of this idea 
came about as a general commitment 
from the Mayor’s Office to improve 
the city ... to reinvigorate and stream- 
line the processes of the city,” he said. 

It follows policy pledges made 
by the mayor since his first run 
for office. In campaign literature 
from 2003, Newsom wrote that his 
economic plan would “direct city 
agencies to streamline regulations 
and meet accelerated schedules for 
approving worthy new public and 
private projects, without compromis- 
ing standards.” 

More recently, Newsom 
addressed a Dec. 19, 2007, Building 
Inspection Commission meet- 
ing at which this memo came up. 
“Systemically, the organization of 
things are such that institution- 
ally they can’t change to the degree 
that we'd like to see them change,” 
Newsom said. “So we have to break 

the institutions ... in order to make 


the kinds of changes all of us in the 
city expect.” 

Several department spokespeople 
contacted by the Guardian had only 
heard vague suggestions about con- 
solidation. Hasenin stressed that 
the proposal was still in an early, 
conceptual stage and that discussions 
among staff and all of the relevant 
stakeholders had yet to occur. 

One department that hasn't held 
back criticism of the proposal is the 
San Francisco Fire Department. “The 
administration, the Fire Commission, 
and Fire Fighters Local 798 are all 
aligned. We'd be concerned about any 
changes,” department chief Joanne 
Hayes-White told us. 


The Department of Building Insp 


ection is proposed to absorb the 


echoed her sentiments and sent a let- 
ter to the mayor on Dec. 19. 

Newsom’s Sept. 10, 2007, call 
for his senior staff to offer letters 
of resignation has had a chilling 
effect on his remaining administra- 
tion, with some heads contacted by 
the Guardian reluctant to speak out 
against a policy that’s perceived to 
be coming from him. In some ways, 
that’s given the mayor even more 
power to advance potentially contro- 
versial ideas. Among those recently 
replaced by Newsom are the heads 
of the Planning Department, the 
Department of Public Works (which 
oversees the Bureau of Street Use 
and Mapping), the SFPUC, and the 
Redevelopment Agency. 

“There's an opportunity right 
now because of all these resignations 
to manipulate policy,” said Debra 
Walker, president of the BIC. She 
stressed that she wasn’t sure whether 
that was an intention of this propos- 
al, but she was unaware of the memo 
until concerned members of the Fire 
Department brought it up at the Dec. 


permitting functions of 10 other city departments. 
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She first learned of the plan at 
an impromptu Dec. 6, 2007, meet- 
ing with the mayor at which, she 
says, she outlined several immediate 
concerns with the idea, including 
the fact that it may not be legal. She 
reported this to the Fire Commission 
at a Dec. 13, 2007, meeting: “There 
is specific language in the state’s Fire 
Code that the authority for these 
types of inspections rests with the 
Fire Department and the fire chief or 
the fire marshal.” 

Hayes-White also said, “I think it 
is important also — which we point- 
ed out to the mayor — that there be 
appropriate checks and balances ... 
and that there is no rubber-stamping 
of things.” The Fire Commission 


19 meeting of the BIC. She said her 
department has since received a copy 
but has yet to discuss its implications 
as a commission. 

Hasenin is a relatively new 
employee who joined the city about 
nine months ago from a previous 
post in San Diego. His leadership has 
already garnered a lengthy anony- 
mous letter addressed to Newsom 
from a contingent of DBI staff out- 
lining a raft of concerns about their 
new leader, including specifics like 
“Plan check engineers are afraid they 
will be fired unless they keep up with 
unreasonable turn around times and 
sign off on plans thatare not ready 
for issuance because they do not 
comply with code.” src 


FULL SERVICE HAIR SALON 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


MEN’S FULL BODY WAXING 
AND MAINTENANCE 


et Spy ete ag 44-5 27 3A DOTA 
4037 18TH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 


With more than 35 of the latest independent and documentary films from Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria, a tribute to Ulrich Mihe, a special revival screening of the 
only silent Karl Valentin film, and a panel discussion on What Makes You Laugh? the 
13th Annual Berlin & Beyond Film Festival is back in full force. An important part of 
the Festival experience are films for the next generation of moviegoers. On the bill 

is a free screening for students of TO THE LIMIT, a breathtaking mountain climbing 
adventure by Pepe Danquart and PAULA'S SECRET, delightful film for our young ones. 
January 10-16 @ Castro Theatre, Castro and Market 

BERLINANDBEYOND.COM 


Produced by Footloose’s Artistic Director, Mary Alice Fry, WOW 2008 will be made 
up of aver 20 shows in the three-week run. Fry chose to present at two intimate 
venues—the Footloose home base, Shotwell Studios, and the new SOMA venue, The 
Garage (SAFEhouse.) The two spaces have been busy this year with up-and-coming 
dance companies and solo artists creating new work in residencies (Artists in Motion 
and raw&uncut). All shows at ean $15-20 sliding scale. 

Don’t miss the gala benefit on Friday, January 11, 2008 from 8:00 pm until midnight 
with silent auction and sumptuous international cuisine. The festivities feature 
performances, pre-show animation and party ambience by a stellar io of quest 
artists including the Sarah Bush Dance Project, Joshua Klipp, Circus Finelli, Katie 
Rubin, Alicia Dattner, Mary Ann Boyd, Amara Tabor-Smith, Avotcia and Val Serrant 
plus other guest artists to be announced. The $25 donation includes a pass for one 
other evening in the festival. 

January 10-27 @ Shotwell Studios (3252-A 19th St at Folsom) and The Garage (975 
Howard btw 5th & 6th) 

FILOOSE.ORG 


Golden Thread's annual festival of short plays exploring the Middle East, featuring 
plays by Yussef El Guindi, Naomi F. Wallace, Ignacio Zulueta, and others. Don't miss 
this one-of-a-kind annual festival that turns San Francisco into a Mecca for innovative 
and thought-provoking theatre. Now in it’s 8th year, the ReOrient Festival will once 
again present the best writing from or about the Middle East $25 General Admission, 
$12 Students and Seniors. pes Night with Artists Gala Reception $75. 
ey 10 — February 3 @ Magic Theatre, Building D, Fort Mason Center, San 
TaNCISCO 
GOLDENTHREAD. ORG 


Like Sarah Jones and Anna Deavere Smith, Obie Award winner Danny Hoch took 
Berkeley Rep by storm with Jails, Hospitals & Hip Hop. And he’s back, transformin 
across boundaries of race, age, and gender to capture the characters of his Brooklyn 
Kee Bes where the melting pot is poe over. Directed by Tony Taccone, who 
Bs ibe Culture Clash’s Zorro in Hell and Sarah Jones* Tony Award-winning Bridge & 
‘unnel. : 
"BERKELEY REPERTORY THEATRE INVITES GUARDIAN READERS TO SAVE 20% 
Berkeley Rep is celebrating 40 years with new, lower prices! See Taking Over for as 
little as $27—half that if you're under 30. And with this offer, you save 30% off full 
price on select performances when you reserve your seats online. 
ey = February 10 @ Berkeley Rep, 2025 Addison St, Berkeley 
BERKELEYREP.ORG/SEBG 


From Dave Brenner of Metal Maniacs: “Throughout undergreund undercurrents 
of chatter, adequate touring and a few earth-moving mini-releases, the monstrous 
Graves At Sea has become a househeld staple for doom devotees. Attacking the 
listener like American purveyors of bottom-end Grief and Eyehategod and Brit 
heavyweights Electric Wizard and Ramesses, with the slow-mo tsunami sound of 
Japan's Godzillas Corrupted and Boris, Graves At Sea hit with the force of three tec- 
tonic slabs of earth violently culminating into one molten surge..." With Grey; and Kris 
Force (Amber Asylum) accompanied by Sigrid Sheie (Hammers of Misfortune). $13, 
doors at 8pm, show at 9pm. 

January 11 @ Slim's, 333 11th St and Folsom 

SLIMS-SECOM 


This is THE event that kicks off the 2008 Transgender season, and, once again, TGSF 
iS Pal out all the stops; with skits, performances, contests for Mr. TGSE and Ms. 
TGSE, plus a formal presentation of ladies to polite Society. TGSF invites all community 
members, including first-time participants, to attend this glittering affair. Previous 
Cotillions have attracted visitors from all over the Bay Area, California, and indeed 
as far as Ireland and Indonesia. A panel of judges representing the diversity of the 
community selects Mr. and Ms. TGSF during the event. A star-studded celebrity cast 
adds glamour and style to the show. This year's theme is “A Tropical Getaway. Doors 
at 6pm, show at 7pm. Tickets at $30, $40 and $60. 

January 12 @ The South San Francisco Convention Center, 255 South Airport Blud 
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By Craig McLaughlin 


> news@sfbg.com 


When I first heard about the attack at the San 
Francisco Zoo, I felt strangely vindicated to 
learn that a Siberian tiger had been involved. 

I am irrationally prejudiced when it comes 

to big cats: I don’t like Siberians. Of all the 
tigers, lions, jaguars, and other exotic animals 
I have known in my day — and I grew up on 
a wild animal farm, so I have known quite a 
few — the only ones that truly frightened me 
were a chimpanzee named Lolita and a pair of 
Siberians (they’re known as Amurs now) that 
lived in an old shed about 100 feet from my 
front door. 

When I read in March that two chimps 
from a California primate sanctuary had 
attacked a 62-year-old man, biting off much 
of his face, tearing off his foot, and mutilating 
his genitals, I thought of Mike’s thumb. And 
when I heard that Tatiana had attacked three 
young men, killing one of them, I immediately 
thought of his ear. 

Mike Bleyman was a biologist who built 
a research and breeding compound outside 
Pittsboro, NC, and like many exotic-animal 
fanatics he had a tendency to lose body parts. 
Fortunately, the surgeons in Chapel Hill were 
skilled at sewing them back on. 

Mike was also my stepfather. My parents 
divorced when I was in junior high, and when 
my mother moved in with Mike on “the farm,” 
I went with her. ; 

I was present when Lolita bit Mike’s 
thumb right through the bone, almost severing 
it completely. I was away at college when the 
tiger got him. 

Mike had arranged a trade with the 
Albuquerque Zoo in New Mexico — two 
Siberians and a Himalayan black bear for a 
young Sumatran tiger. Mike hit both tigers 
with tranquilizer darts. But ketamine, the drug 
of choice for sedating big cats, takes several 
minutes to work, and being an impatient man 
who didn’t play by the rules, Mike entered the 
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Tiger tales 


| grew up with tigers. | built tiger pens. 
And the tiger grotto at the privatized San Francisco 
~ Zoo was a disaster waiting to happen 


cage before the recommended time had passed. 
When he approached the male, the female 
roused herself. She slashed Mike across the 
back, dislocated his elbow, and removed his ear. 

The fact that Mike was able to extract 
himself from the cage alive is testament to the 
fact that the ketamine had at least begun to 
have an impact. Siberian tigers are not crea- 
tures you want to mess with. 

Our other tigers, all Bengals, were sociable 
and playful. As I walked by they would chuffle 
their hellos. I would chuffle back and reach 
through the fence to scratch their necks or 
rub their noses. The Siberians, however, had 
a flat affect, rarely vocalized, and menacingly 
tracked passing humans. 

I know it’s not fair to judge an entire sub- 
species by two individuals, and these cats had 
every reason to be sullen. They had evolved to 
preside as alpha predators over rugged territo- 
ries of hundreds of square miles, and they were 
being forced to live sedentary lives in a gloomy 
shed probably no bigger than 200 square feet. 
But fair or not, they freaked me out. 

I have been thinking a lot about those cats 
in the past couple of weeks as I have read the 
news stories coming from San Francisco. As 


‘someone who has bottle-fed several cubs, built 


my share of tiger cages, and shoveled more 
than my share of tiger shit, I know more than 
a little about Felis tigris. 

I have been equally fascinated, if not more 
so, by the behavior of the other species that 
populates this tragic tale, the one known as 
Homo sapiens. In addition to being a former 
tiger farmer, I am also a journalist who once 


covered San Francisco politics. I still work 
occasionally as a communications consultant to 
nonprofits, and in my day job I am a manager 
of a small state agency and work regularly with 
elected officials. So when I look at this story 
through the lens of a behaviorist, I think about 
the traits of various human subspecies — poli- 
ticians, bureaucrats, managers, spin doctors, 
journalists, self-proclaimed experts, and sup- 
posed guardians of health and safety. Frankly, 
I am not impressed. 

Tatiana was killed for being a tiger. Tigers 
have only one self. They are what they are; end 
of story. Humans are a different order of being: 
we are capable of self-deception. We can lie to 
ourselves, we can deny what is right in front of 
us, we can try to shift blame, and we can avoid 
the things we know we should face. 

And thereon hangs this tiger tale. 


TARZAN AND TIGER ISLAND 

People have often asked me over the years why 
my stepfather had all of his animals. | like to 
tell them it was because he thought he was 
Tarzan. It’s not the absolute truth, but it is as 
valid as any other answer. 

It started in the 1970s, when he just drove 
down to Florida one day and came back with a 
tiger cub. 

For her first several months there, 
Gretchen had the run of the farm. I remem- 
ber one weekend when Mike was teaching us 
to shoot: my sister Gwenn was lying in the 
bed of a battered red Toyota pickup, one eye 
closed and the other sighting down a rifle 
barrel at a paper bull’s-eye. She never saw 
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the tiger stalking her from behind. As soon 
as Gretchen was near enough, she closed in 
a sudden burst, easily cleared the side of the 
bed, and landed squarely on Gwenn’s back. 

Gwenn just huffed, “Gretchen, get off,” and 
calmly squeezed the trigger. 

Gretchen, however, was soon too large 
to be treated like a funny-looking dog. Mike 
hired a backhoe operator to dig a moat around 
a knoll where an abandoned farmhouse 
perched. The man arrived on a day when 
Mike’s very wild foster daughter, Dianne, had 
cooked brownies. The backhoe operator didn’t 
realized they were laced with pot and ate a few. 
Tt took a long time to finish the job, in part 
because the guy kept nodding off, and in the 
end the moat had a peculiar shape. 

Mike didn’t mind. He just put up an 
acircular fence around the acircular moat and 
called it Tiger Island. 

The fence was 12 feet tall and built of 
heavy-gauge chain link. A barbed-wire over- 
hang jutted inward from the top at a 45-degree 
angle. A tiger might be able to leap to the top 
of a 12-foot fence, but the moat meant there 
was no solid place from which Gretchen could 
launch herself. 

If she tried to hurdle the fence, she’d have 
to start at least 10 feet back. And if she crossed 
the moat and pulled herself onto the narrow 
bank, she would have to jump straight up. 
That would mean an encounter with the over- 
hang. She wouldn't climb the fence because 
chain link is too wobbly. It was the way the 
moat and the fence and the overhang worked . 
together that made the compound secure. Even 
when the moat ran dry in later years, a tiger 
would still have had to jump from the bottom 
of the dry moat, making the total leap on the 
order of 16 or 17 feet. 

In other words, a stoned heavy-equipment 
operator and a somewhat oddball zoologist, 
with a few thousand dollars’ worth of chain 
link and barbed wire, managed to make a very 
secure tiger pen. I have to wonder why the 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 16 5» 
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privatized San Francisco Zoo, with millions 
of dollars in bond money and a director who 
earns $339,000 a year, couldn't. 


THE MISSING WALL 

Early reports from San Francisco described the 
tiger grotto as having a wall and a moat as if 
they were separate things and gave dimensions 
for both — initially 15 feet for the moat and 
20 feet for the wall. When I read that, I began 
examining aerial photos to look for other 
points of egress. I studied the height and the 
angle of the side walls. , 

All tigers can climb trees. Amur habitat 
includes mountain ranges. They don’t like 
steep slopes, but they're capable of scrambling 
over rocky faces. Perhaps Tatiana got out that 
way, I thought, but I soon rejected the idea. 

The aerials showed me the initial reports 
were inaccurate. There never was a wall and 
a moat. Tatiana’s compound was nothing like 
Gretchen’s. There was only a moat, and the 
so-called wall was simply the far bank. The 
moat isn’t, in zoological terms, either a physical 
or a psychological fail-safe. It’s simply a way 
of recessing a wall into,the earth so it doesn’t 
block human sight lines. 

A dry moat can actually be worse than a 
wall because the far bank gives a tiger launch- 
ing points. When the jump-off point is around 
the same elevation as the top of the far bank, 
as it is at the San Francisco Zoo, the moat’s 
depth may not matter. The question becomes 
not how high the tiger can jump but how far 
it can leap. History and a close look at pic- 
tures of the grotto suggest that is exactly the 
question San Francisco and zoos everywhere 
should be asking. 

One rule of thumb is that a moat needs 
to be four times the average body length of 
the species it is suppose to contain, which for 
an Amur is just an inch shy of six feet. That 
means a moat should be at least 24 feet across. 
I'm skeptical of this calculation. Mean body 
length for a mountain lion, for example, puts 
the recommended moat distance at just over 13 
feet, yet there are credible reports of mountain 
lions leaping 35 feet. 

An alternative is the cat’s known leaping 
distance plus 20 percent. The oft-reported 
leaping distance is 20 feet, so the minimum 
width would again be 24 feet. There are 
accounts of tigers leaping 30 to 33 feet, but 
I have not been able to determine whether 
these were documented. In China, the 
Yangtze River runs through Leaping Tiger 
Gorge, so named because a tiger leaped the 
river to escape a hunter, according to local 
lore. The river at its narrowest is about 82 
feet wide. The story is a fable, but it gives you 
a sense of the tiger’s reputation as a prodi- 
gious leaper. Based on my years of observing 
tigers at play, 30 feet does not seem at all out 
of the question. 

Such calculations likely contributed to 
the standards of two Association of Zoos and 
Aquarium committees. Both the AZA Felid - 
Technical Advisory Group and the AZA 
Nutrition Advisory Group recommend a mini- 
mum width of 25 feet for a tiger moat. 


So imagine my reaction when Zoo director 
Manuel Mollinedo stated his belief that the 
tiger could not have escaped from the moat, 
while also saying that according Zoo records, 
the moat was 20 feet across. I have never met 
Mollinedo, and he didn’t return my calls, but 
in my opinion the man has no idea what he is 
talking about. A 

Then came reports that the moat is 33 feet 
across. Well ... sort of, maybe, kind of. It may 
be 33 feet from wall to wall, but the bank on 
the grotto side slopes to_a flat floor 20 feet 
across. Some clever bloke decided to make the 
transition look more natural by placing fake 


_ boulders atop the slope. These project out 


into the moat and in some cases rise above the 
grotto floor. A tiger that launched from the 
lip of one of these would have to cross far less 
than 30 feet. 

T asked the Zoo for the narrowest leap 
between the outside wall and these “rocks.” 
Zoo officials didn’t respond. So I went out 
there with my tape measure. 
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Artificial rocks, seen here in a lion grotto, may look nice — but they give the 


branches, bound over steep rock faces, and 
jump on the backs of large prey. But how tall 
do they stand, and how much can they elevate? 
The best evidence I can find of an Amur’s 
reach comes from the field studies of Anatolii 
Grigor’evich Yudakoy. One way Amurs mark 
their territory is by making scratches high in 
the bark of trees. Yudakov measured these 
marks at 210 to 290 centimeters, or roughly 7 
to 9.5 feet. 

For an Amur standing on its hind legs to 
reach the top of a 12.5 foot wall, it would have 
to elevate another 3 to 5.5 feet. Remember 
Gretchen jumping effortlessly over the side rail 
of a small pickup? Four feet. 

A major prey species for Amurs is the 
Manchurian red deer, which stands up to five 
feet at the shoulder. Though not sourced, 
many references report a vertical leap for tigers 
of six feet. Take a tiger with a reach of almost 
10 feet and a vertical leap of six feet, and sud- 
denly the industry standard of a 16-foot wall 
has no appreciable margin for error. 


animals a jumping point. | GUARDIAN PHOTO BY CHARLES RUSSO 


The tiger grotto is closed off, and Zoo 
officials also declined to answer my request 
for access to the area. But through a side win- 
dow I was able to study a neighboring lion 
grotto with a similar design. A rock ledge 
stuck out into the moat more than seven feet, 
leaving a gap I measured along the outer 
wall at about 25 feet. Using aerial photo- 
graphs and online measuring tools to look at 
Tatiana’s grotto, I repeatedly got widths of 


“Jess than 24 feet. 


In other words, the width of the moat most 
likely does not meet AZA standards, which 
could hardly be described as overly cautious. 


NO MARGIN FOR ERROR . 
The world soon found out the bank of 
Tatiana’s grotto was less than 12.5 feet high, 
and experts quickly agreed that a motivated 
tiger could have surmounted the wall. Yet 
Mollinedo was still expressing disbelief. 

We know tigers pluck monkeys from tree 
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Then there are the events of May 14, 
1994, when a Bengal tiger in India’s Kaziranga 
National Park attacked a man on the back of 
an elephant. According to a press release from 
Wildlife Trust International, executive director 
Vivek Menon reviewed footage of the attack 
and exclaimed, “I could never imagine that a 
tiger could so effortlessly leap from the ground 
onto an adult elephant’s head, which is at least 
12 feet above the ground.” 

There has been much speculation about 
whether a captive tiger is capable of matching 
the jumping ability of a wild cat. Presumably a 
confined tiger would be sluggish, out of shape, 
her muscles atrophied. No one to my knowl- 
edge, though, has studied the sports physiol- 
ogy of tigers. 

I can say from personal experience that 
even captive tigers are incredibly agile and 
powerful. We had a Bengal named Engels 
(the litter was born on May Day) who lived on 


Tiger Island. One day a female Bengal tried 

to snatch some food from him. He swiped at 
her almost casually, hitting her in the side. 
The force of the blow immediately stopped the 
young tiger’s heart, and she fell over dead. 


THE LONG JUMP © 

So what happened that day at the Zoo? So 

far, none of the witnesses are talking. Media 
accounts suggest one scenario: Tatiana may have 
stood on her hind legs against the wall, pushed 
off from the bottom of the moat, grabbed the 
top of the wall with her front paws, and lever- 
aged herself up and over by digging her hind 
claws into the wall. That’s conceivable, I guess. 
Tatiana may even have escaped before the attack 
and waited for her prey in the tall grass beside 
the moat. 

I have a very hard time imagining that, 
though. For one thing, the wall curves out- 
ward at the top. For another, such methodical, 
incremental movement is not typical of a tiger. 
They stalk their prey slowly, but in a brutal 
burst, they close with amazing speed. ] am 
convinced Tatiana exploded from the grotto, 
landed on the lip, and then powered her way 
up. Whether she sprang from one of the pro- 
truding rocks, the sloped bank, or the moat 
floor is almost immaterial, but I am inclined to 
believe she jumped over the moat. 

Strangely, Mollinedo may have been on the 
right track at a Dec. 28 press conference when 
he said, “How she jumped that high is beyond 
me.” She may not have jumped high at all; I 
suspect she just jumped long. 

I base this on my observations of tigers 
and my study of grotto photographs, but it is 
supported by history. There are three known 
escapes from Tatiana’s grotto and one near 
escape. In one case the escape went unwitnessed. 

Keepers Jack Castor and John Alcaraz 
walked by the grotto one day a few years back 
and saw a Bengal named Jack wandering out- 
side, Alcaraz told me by phone. They yelled at 
him, and he jumped back in. 

David Rentz witnessed another escape in 
1959, when he was a young Zoo volunteer. 
He’s an entomologist in Australia now, and he 
recently wrote in his blog that the tiger “flew 
across the moat from his position on the other 
side ... and sprung back to the grotto all in one 
graceful movement.” There had been previous 
reports this same tiger could jump the moat. 

Then there’s the near escape witnessed by 
Marian Roth-Cramer in 1997. In an interview 
in the Dec. 27 San Francisco Chronicle, she 
said, “I saw the tiger leap over the moat.” This 
makes me wonder why so much coverage has 
focused on the height of the wall and not the 
width of the moat. 

Media coverage has also focused on 
whether the men taunted or teased Tatiana. I 
find this discussion ludicrous. Zoos know ani- 
mal abuse comes with the territory. They must 
anticipate it, prevent it, and prepare for its 
consequences. It’s part of the job. And besides, 
how does one taunt a tiger? 

When I think of taunting, I think of 
the French kibitzers and King Arthur’s men 
in Monty Python and the Holy Grail, a scene 
reprised in Spamalot. | imagine some kids 
shouting into the grotto, “Your mother was a 
wild boar, and you father smelt of porcelain- 


berries. I scent-mark in your general direction.” 

Teasing a confined animal means tempting 
it with something it can’t have — a ball, say, or 
your throat. 

Tatiana wasn't teased. She got what she 
wanted. 

Tigers attack for limited reasons — they see 
you as prey, they see you as a threat to them, 
their cubs, or their food, or they dislike you 
because of something you did to them. Perhaps 
Tatiana saw the young men as a threat. Perhaps 
they pissed her off. But a simpler explanation 
is that their behavior got the cat's attention, 
and perhaps they crossed the fence and got too 
close to the edge, until at some point Tatiana 
identified Kulbir Dhaliwal as prey that had 
come within range. It seems significant that 
the attack occurred at twilight, since tigers are 
crepuscular, meaning they are most active then. 
It’s their favorite time to hunt. 

Naturalist and western novelist Dane 
Coolidge wrote in 1901 that Indians classify 
tigers as game killers, cattle lifters, or man 
killers. People have suggested tigers become 
human killers because they develop a taste for 
human flesh. I believe tigers will eat almost 
anything — but they're wary-of taking on prey 
that might fight back effectively. They lose any 
hesitancy when they discover just how vulner- 
able we humans are. Tatiana proved she had no 
inhibitions about dining on human flesh when 
she attacked keeper Lori Kamejan in 2006. 

Carlos Sousa Jr. apparently tried to distract 
Tatiana from her attempted “kill,” and I use 
that term loosely since tigers naturally feed on 
prey that is still alive, and captive tigers are in- 
between creatures, psychologically speaking. 
Wild cubs learn from their mothers to dispatch 
prey effectively, but captive-bred tigers are 
never taught that skill. In terms of hardware, 
they may be the world’s finest killers, but their 
software is buggier than Windows Vista. 

Tigers often have to protect their prey after 
an attack. They are followed by wild dogs and 
bears that try to scavenge their kills, and herd 
animals will sometimes try to rescue a herd- 
mate. Tatiana most likely fought off the threat 
from Sousa, slashing his throat in the process, 
then tracked her wounded prey to finish what 
she started. It wasn’t a rampage, a vicious 
and angry outburst, as media reports have 
described it, just the methodical, instinctive 
actions of a top-of-the-line predator. 


THE BIPED PROBLEM 
If you look at what led up to Tatiana’s escape, 
you follow a trail of denial and avoidance. 

Consider the players, starting with Zoo 
management and keepers. 

Zoo staffers have known for almost a 
half century that a tiger could jump out of 
that grotto. Carey Baldwin, then the Zoo 
director, witnessed the escape with Rentz in 
1959. His solution, according to Rentz’s blog, 
was to post instructions to keep the offend- 
ing tiger indoors. Castor’s solution to Jack’s 
escape was to fill the moat with water, accord- 
ing to Alcaraz, but that practice ended after 
Jack died. Neither solution was permanent or 
designed to deal with the next strong-legged, 
strong-willed tiger to come along.- 

When Roth-Cramer witnessed the near 
escape, a passing keeper apparently laughed it 


off. She reportedly wrote a letter to then—Zoo 
director David Anderson, but there is no evi- 
dence her letter produced any response. 

As far as we can tell, no one ever tried to 
convince the AZA or federal regulators that 
they needed tougher standards or tougher 
enforcement. No one took the story to the press 
or published a journal article to warn other Zoo 
professionals. No one posted public warnings, 
ordered changes to the grotto, banned tigers 
from the exhibit, or shut the lion house. 

Mollinedo should have known about 
the problem if his keepers knew. But there 
seems to be a lot he doesn’t know, and previ- 
ous Guardian reports and a recent Chronicle 
article suggest communication has broken 
down between employees, particularly keepers, 
and Zoo management. Lower-level staff com- 
plain of not being heard, not being consulted. 
Morale is low. Institutional knowledge is being 
lost as keepers quit in frustration. 

And what about the regulators? Ron 
Tilson, the conservation director of the 


The author, at age 14, tends a jaguar at his stepfather’s North Carolina farm. 


Minnesota Zoo, said in a Dec. 27 Chronicle 
story that the AZA standard, which he said 
was seven meters (closer to 23 feet), is “very 
conservative.” Yet this has less than a 20 
percent safety margin when you consider the 
conventional wisdom about how far a tiger can 
jump, and it is far less than reported leaps of 
30 feet or more. 

The day after the attack, the AZA issued 
a statement that “AZA accreditation standards 
contain no specific dimensions for big cat 
enclosures.” The AZA did not return calls 
seeking comment, but what it provides is really 
a set of guidelines produced by advisory com- 
mittees for a voluntary association composed 
of the very institutions being regulated. The 
guidelines aren't consistently known and have 
never been fully implemented. . 

We know the AZA accredited the San 
Francisco Zoo despite a wall almost four feet 
shorter than the recommended height. 

In 1974 the Philadelphia Zoo surveyed 
10 other zoos about their tiger moats. It pub- 
lished the findings in the 1976 International 
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Zoo Yearbook. San Francisco reported its moat 
was 13.5 feet deep. Detroit said its moat was 
15.5 feet deep. Chicago's moat was only 21 feet 
wide, and Tulsa reported between 15 and 20 
feet. Oklahoma’s moat was only 17 feet wide. ° 
Half of the surveyed zoos couldn't meet AZA 
recommendations. 
There are signs the San Francisco Zoo did 
not meet other AZA standards. For example, 
the AZA’s 2008 Accreditation Standards and 
Related Policies states, “A written protocol 
should be developed involving local police 
or other emergency agencies.” On Jan. 3, I 
e-mailed 20 questions to the Zoo’s public rela- 
tions firm, many of which related to AZA 
standards. For example, I asked about the 
last emergency drill and about gun training. I 
also asked for copies of related Zoo policies. 
The Zoo never responded. But the next day 
Mollinedo announced that the Zoo is working 
with police at Taraval Station on a coordinated 
emergency response and that police and Zoo 
shooters will be training together. 


The United States Department of 
Agriculture regulates zoos as exhibitors under 
the Animal Welfare Act. That act and the 
rules written to implement it are primarily 
meant to ensure healthy conditions for the ani- 
mals. They contain specifications for the size 
of the fences around the outside of a zoo facil- 
ity to keep unauthorized people out, not for 
the fences separating the animals from visitors. 

And local oversight? The city owns the 
grounds and the animals. Zoo employees are 
part of the city employees union. But since 1993 
the nonprofit San Francisco Zoological Society 
has owned the institution and operated it under 
a contract with the city. There were problems at 
the Zoo when the city ran it, but, as Sup. Tom 
Ammiano told me, “Nobody died.” 

The contract retains a role for the city 
through a Joint Zoo Committee of society 
board members and Recreation and Park 
Department commissioners. I have gone 
though the minutes of that committee going 
back several years, and I have to say the com- 
mittee provides as much oversight as the 


stuffed animals in the Zoo's gift ship. As 
Ammiano put it, “It’s all lip service.” 

The employee relations problems, the ani- 
mal injuries and deaths (see Opinion, page ip 
and other management issues at the Zoo are 
nothing new. Savannah Blackwell reported on 
these same sets of issues for the Guardian twice 
— see “The Zoo Blues” (5/19/99) and “The 
Zoo’s Losers” (5/7/03) — and there is no indi- 
cation anything has been done. 

The city’s contract with the Zoological 
Society and the Joint Zoo Committee should 
mean Zoo documents are public under the 
city’s sunshine laws. But the Zoo has not been 
forthcoming with key documents requested 
by the media. Sup. Sean Elsbernd has called 
for hearings, and Ammiano said there will be 
multiple hearings. “I think the key issues are 
accountability and transparency,” he said. 

The Zoo’s high-priced director has dem- 
onstrated that his knowledge of the animals 
under his care, the condition of his facilities, 
and the concerns of his staff are embarrass- 
ingly limited. In press conferences he looked 
befuddled, evaded questions, broke every rule 
of crisis communication, and speculated about 
the victims without clear information. . 

The Zoo hired Sam Singer, supposedly 
a crisis communication specialist, but I have 
attended multiple trainings in crisis commu- 
nication, and I have to say he seems more like 
a fixer to me. And despite this, Mayor Gavin 
Newsom and the society’s board publicly sup- 
port Mollinedo. 

Mollinedo and his PR people have tried to 
direct blame toward the victims. Perhaps they 
were drunk, stoned, rowdy, throwing things 
— but if Tatiana was killed for being a tiger, it 
could also be argued that Sousa was killed for 
being a young man. 

There’s a whole process of brain develop- 
ment that scientists are now beginning to 
understand. The maturation of brain cells 
through something called myelination starts 
from the back of the brain. The front of the 
brain, the seat of executive functions like judg- 
ment, matures last. Young people often don’t 
make good decisions. Boys, in particular, take 
unnecessary risks. 

In the public health world, we understand 
this and concentrate on policies that control 
risk and reduce harm. This doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t hold the survivors accountable for any- 
thing they might have done, but it does mean 
the Zoo has no business shifting the blame. 

So where does that leave us? It leaves us 
with more avoidance than a tiger has stripes. 

In the end, this was a human problem. 
People weren't doing their jobs. They had 
not taken action when it was clearly needed. 
And in the end, the only innocent creature 
in this drama was the one that had no choice 
other than to_be what she was. Her name 
was Tatiana. 

And now she is dead, along with a 
young man whose parents loved and miss 
him very much. srsc 


Craig McLaughlin is a former Guardian man- 
aging editor. He is coauthor of Health Policy 
Analysis: An Interdisciplinary Approach 
(Jones and Bartlett, 2008). 
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Money for parks 


By Sarah Phelan 
> sarah@sfbg.com 


GREEN CITY A broad coalition 
of politicians and 
activists is support- 
ing Proposition A, 
the $185 million 
parks bond on the 
February ballot, with 
the rare unanimous support of the 
Board of Supervisors and Mayor 
Gavin Newsom. 

But just how big an impact can _ 
this bond, which requires 66 percent 
voter approval, make? The city has 
spent the $110 million bond that vot- 
ers approved in 2000 to repair parks 
and recreation centers, and an inde- 
pendent 2007 analysis identified $1.7 
billion in backlogged park needs. 

“This is one of an ongoing series 
of measures that we need to do every 
five or so years,” board president 
Aaron Peskin told the Guardian. 

The bond allocates $117.4 mil- 
lion for repairs and renovations of 12 
neighborhood parks that were select- 
ed, Recreation and Park Department 
director Yomi Agunbiade told us, 
according to seismic and physical 
safety needs and usage levels. 

The bond also earmarks $11.4 
million to replace and repair free- 
standing restrooms. Noting that his 
department added 35 custodians in 
the last budget cycle, Agunbiade said, 
“So when we fix a bathroom, we'll 
have staff to keep it open from 6 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. seven days a week.” 

Some aren't keen on the bond’s 
inclusion of $33.5 million for Port 
of San Francisco land projects, 
including the Blue Greenway, a 
continuous walkway from Heron’s 
Head Park to Pier 43. San Francisco 
Community College trustee and 
Sierra Club member John Rizzo 
supports the measure but raised 
concerns about projects on Port 
land, particularly improvements at 
Fisherman’s Wharf. 

But Peskin sees the Port lands 
inclusion as overdue: “For the first 
time there’s the recognition that 
the Port should not be treated as a 
stand-alone enterprise that has to do 


everything itself.” As for the improve- - 


ments around Pier 43, which is in his 
district, Peskin said, “Fisherman’s 
Wharf, like Union Square, is one of 
those geese that lay the golden egg” 
in terms of revenue from tourism. 
The bond also earmarks $8 mil- 
lion for improvements to playing 
fields. Agunbiade said many fields 
are in terrible shape and in desperate 
need of work, “but this bond only 


affects about 7 percent of the city’s 
park land.” 

Some Potrero Hill neighbors are 
sounding environmental alarms about 
plans to install artificial turf at their 
local recreation center, but Agunbiade 
said there are also environmental 
benefits to turf, including decreased 
water and pesticide use. 

Arthur Feinstein of the Sierra 
Club and San Francisco Tomorrow 
told us he strongly supports Prop. A, 
largely because it earmarks $5 million 
for trail restoration. 

“The evidence is not in on the 
ill effects of artificial turf,” Feinstein 
said, “but its ability to be in constant 
use frees up land for other uses, such 
as trail reconstruction, which makes 
a huge difference not just for native 
species and plants but people too, 
who need nature, especially int densely 
urban areas.” 

Isabel Wade, executive director of 
the Neighborhood Parks Council, says 
her nonprofit supports Prop. A, and 
she cited its inclusion of $5 million for 
an Opportunity Fund from which all 
neighborhoods can apply for matching 
funds for small park projects. 

“A lot of little parks are not on the 
list because the capital costs of seismic 
repairs are so great, so how do you 
even get a bench or a toilet? Why not 
leverage money?” Wade said, observ- 
ing that in-kind contributions, sweat 


- equity, and noncity funds can be 


matched by the Opportunity Fund. 

The bond includes $4 million for 
park forestry, along with $185,000 
to do bond audits. This last item 
didn’t quell the objections of the San 
Francisco Taxpayers Union, a small 
group of conservative real estate 
interests that filed the sole opposi- 
tion argument to Prop. A, courtesy of 
Barbara Meskunas, former legislative 
aide of suspended supervisor Ed Jew. 

“Prop. A is a jobs program dis- 
guised as a parks bond,” Meskunas 
wrote, also arguing the 2000 park 
bond money wasn’t properly spent. 
“The Parks Dept. needs new man- 
agement, not new tax money.” 

But Peskin said this opposition 
from conservatives is unsurprising: 
“The Taxpayers Union opposes every 
tax and bond. They have never want- 
ed to pay their fair share.” srac. 


Learn what the measure would do for 
the eastern waterfront by bicycling the 
Blue Greenway on Jan. 13 with Prop. A 
supporters starting at 10 a.m. at Heron's 
Head Park on Hunters Point and  finish- 
ing at noon at Fisherman's Wharf. For 
more info, call (415) 240-4150. 
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Lesk’s law 


By Annalee Newitz 
> annalee@techsploitation.com 


TECHSPLOITATION Td like to 
propose a version 

of Moore’s law, 
only related to the 
expansion of infor- 
mation instead of 
the’ speed of proces- 
sors. My new law goes like this: the 
amount of information in the world 
is always expanding faster than the 
data storage systems available to 
capture it. 

You see what I’m getting at? 
Every time you invent a new, groov- 
ier kind of storage — the book, the 
reel of film, the cassette tape, the 
petabyte hard drive, the nanoflop 
crystal — the information that 
people are creating out in the world 
expands to elude it. 

I don't mean to say that infor- 
mation, or what Web nerds call 
content, is literally too big to fit on 
all of our nifty storage devices. In 
fact, it’s likely that all of the con- 
tent in the world, including every 
phone call and movie, could fit onto 
existing computers. About 10 years 
ago an information studies profes- 
sor named Michael Lesk wrote a 
terrific essay about the expansion 
of electronic storage in which he 
estimated that “soon after the year 
2000 the production of disks and 
tapes will outrun human produc- 
tion of information to put on them. 
Most computer storage units will 
have to contain information gener- 
ated by computer; there won't be 
enough of anything else.” 

He's probably right about that. 
But note that he also predicts how 
all of that extra storage space will 
be devoted to computer-generated 
information. Now it has come to 
pass that one of the greatest storage 
systems of our time — the Google 
server empire — does contain most- 
ly computer-generated information 
in the form of indexes and queries 
and tons of other crap that isn’t 
really human readable. Of course, it 
also contains the World Wide Web, 
which is mostly human readable and 
human created. And yet I'll predict 
that the machine information on 
Google’s servers will be stored much 
longer than the human stuff. 

What my law gets at — and 
let’s call it Lesk’s law, since he made 
me think of it — is the way the 
totality of human content expands 
in a peculiar way that makes it not 
technically impossible to store but 
practically impossible. 


Consider that content expands 
in the way that humans do in geo- 
graphical space. Look at all of the 
storage space available in a city and 
you'll see immediately that there 
is technically enough room for 
everyone in that city to have a room 
to sleep. Yet some people have 50 
rooms to sleep in, and some sleep 50 
to a room. Or they don’t get stored 
in rooms at all because they live in 
the park. Again, this isn’t because 
there are literally not enough houses 
for them. It’s a human peculiarity 
that we give lots of space to some 
people and very little to others. 

So how does this apply to con- 
tent storage? Well, just as Lesk 
predicted a decade ago, a lot of our 
content is now computer generated. 
And because that stuff tends to be 
the data that helps large companies 
make tons of money, it gets primo 
storage space. In addition, because 
that computer content is valuable, 
it gets backed up onto more stor- 
age, and that makes it easy to save 
over time. Content created by your 
human friends on Facebook — well, 
if Facebook happens to lose that due 
to a server outage, there may not be 
a backup. That information is now 
lost — not because we couldn't store 
it but because we didn’t maintain it 
in a stored state. 

I’m not saying computer-gener- 
ated content is prized over human 
content, though that does seem to 
be true in many cases. I could have 
made the same argument about 
content that is created by famous or 
influential people, which gets excel- 
lent storage in a variety of formats 
with plenty of backups. 

What Lesk’s law says is that 
content outruns our ability to 
store it. And now we see that’s not 
because content expands exponen- 
tially over limited time but instead 
because content must be maintained 
in order to be considered truly 
stored. Content that exists only on 
one hard drive is stored temporar- 
ily, but nowhere near forever. So 
while it may be true that we have 
the technical capability to hold all 
of human knowledge in our future 
nanoflop crystals, we never will. 

Content outruns storage because 
humans store things capriciously 
and illogically. Plus, we never make 
backups until it’s too late. srec 


Annalee Newitz is a surly media nerd 
who almost lost this column because 
she forgot to save it until she was 
nearly done. 
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Paid by Pandora 


How Tim Westergren built the world’s 


smartest jukebox 


By Sam Devine 
> culture@sfbg.com 


Before Tim Westergren founded 
the Music Genome Project and, 
Pandora, an online radio station— 
music recommendation site that’s 
developed a cultlike following, he 
had no idea what he was going to 
do for a living. After all, how do 
you prepare for a job that doesn’t 
exist yet? 

He wasn’t like the scores of 
people who go through school 
with specific goals in mind — for 
instance, major in computer science 
or business administration, get an 
entry-level position, start climbing 
the corporate ladder to become an 
engineer or manager, and acquire 
a 401(k). 

No, for the venture capitalist, 
for the entrepreneur, life is more 
abstract. Westergren’s career path 
was blazed on a hunch and an 
intense passion for music, which 
he’d loved ever since learning to 
play piano in the suburbs of Paris 
as a child. 

“It’s more, kind of, personal 
instinct,” Westergren said when 
asked how he found his niche. 
“Looking around thinking, ‘OK, 
the problem that I have and that 
all my friends and everyone I know 
has is that they love music but 
they have a hard time finding new 
stuff.’ That’s the problem that just 
about every single adult faces. I also 
knew, as a musician, that there was 
an awful lot of really great music 
around that nobody was hearing 
because it was all buried. And so I 
figured, ‘Gosh, there’s got to be an 
opportunity in there of connecting 
those two.” 


WHAT'S IN THE BOX? 

If you don’t happen to be one 

of the many people who have 
already pledged their allegiance to 
Pandora's wide selection of music 
and uncanny ability to predict 
what other artists you might like, 
let me explain. 

At its simplest, Pandora is 
Internet radio with a brain. Signing 
up is free and surprisingly quick. 
Then you choose an artist or song 
as your “station,” and music begins 

_ to play. Each successive song is 


chosen by Pandora, creating a cus- 
tomized streaming playlist based 
on the attributes of the songs 
you've chosen (and on whether 

or not you like the songs the site 
chooses for you). If you like Manu 
Chao, Pandora might play Los 
Cafres next. If you start a station 
around Weezer, Pandora might 
recommend a song by Jimmy Eat 
World. If you like Prince, you'll 
probably soon be jamming to the 
Time. And if your Nine Inch Nails 
station is playing too much hard, 
dark Marilyn Manson, you can 
give feedback that'll lead the sta- 
tion toward a more melodic NIN 
relative, like Tool. 

It’s this system — the combina- 
tion of radio station and the Music 
Genome Project, which offers care- 
fully crafted music recommendations 


based on your tastes — that sets 
Pandora’s suggestions apart from 
those of other music sites. 

“We've created a taxonomy 
of musical attributes that kind 
of collectively describe a song,” 
Westergren said, sitting in the 
main room of Pandora’s headquar- 
ters, which looks like a computer 
lab crossed with a record store 
thanks to rows of computer sta- 
tions backdropped by stacks of 
CDs. He showed me an example, 
clicking on a tune by Chet Baker 
at one of the stations. A form 
popped up on the flat screen, filled 
with about 40 drop-down menu 
fields rating musical characteris- 
tics. One, for example, says “Fixed 
to Improvised” and lets the user 
rate a song from 1 to 10 on that 
scale. A graphic at the bottom of 
the screen shows that this is the 
first of seven pages. 

“An analyst goes through and 
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scores éach one of these, one by 
one,” Westergren said. Around 
him the stations were speckled 
with sleepy-eyed musicians clutch- 
ing Monday-morning coffee cups, 
while downtown Oakland glis- 
tened through large windows. “So 
in the end, they have a collection 
of about 400 individual pieces of 
musical information about the 
song. Everything about melody and 
harmony, rhythm and instrumenta- 
tion, etc. And it’s this sort of musi- 
cal DNA that connects songs on 
Pandora. So when you type a song 
in, it’s using this information to 
create playlists.” 

The criteria for these selections, 
much like Westergren’s qualifica- 
tions for steering this funky music 
boat across the World Wide Web, 
have been gathered from scratch. 


MUSIC BUSINESS 
Born in Minneapolis, Westergren 
moved to France with his family 
when he was six years old: He went 
to high school in England, where 
he sang in a choir and learned a 
smattering of instru- 
e ments: clarinet, bas- 
® soon, drums, and the 
® recorder. But school 
in Europe was too 
tracked for his tastes, 
and by 


age 16 he 
knew he want- 
ed to return to the 

United States. In college 
he majored in political sci- 
ence but kept finding himself 
drawn further into music. 

“T tried a bunch of things 
out. The last couple of years, 
though, I really got deep into 
music and recording technol- 
ogy,” Westergren said. With his 
tousled hair and green sweater, 
the 41-year-old has the clean-cut 
but cool appearance you'd expect 
of an Internet executive. “I went 
to Stanford as an undergrad, 
and there’s a place there 
called the Center for™ 
Computer Research in 


Pe Seas 


Tim Westergren followed his own path to get to Pandora. After 
all, what child says, “When I grow up, I want to be the head of a 


new online music phenomenon”? 


Music and Acoustics. It’s a place 

where science and music come 

together. There’s a lot of study 

of sound and sound creation and 

sound recording, and I [practically] 
lived there my 


senior year.” 
After 
graduat- 
, ingin 
88 
and 
work- 
ing 
asa 
nanny 
for 
several 
years, he 
began prac- 
ticing piano 
eight hours a 
day, study- 
ing with 
» © jazz pia- 
Eq nist Mark 
Levine in 
Berkeley, and per- 
forming at the Palo Alto Holiday 
Inn. But he always played in rock 
bands, which he says aren’t that 
different from start-up compa- 
nies, and moved to San Francisco 
to be closer to the nightlife. He 
began writing jingles for radio 
ads; it was a short step 
from there to com- 
posing soundtracks 
for student films. 
“The idea for the 
Music Genome 
Project, the 
whole sort 
of foundation 


for Pandora, actually was really 
hatched when IJ was a film com- 
poser. Because when you're a film 
composer your job is to figure out 
someone else’s taste. So you'll sit 
down with a film director with 

a stack of CDs and play stuff for 
them and try and learn what they 
like about music,” Westergren said. 
“Then, as a composer, you've got 
to go back to your recording studio 
and write a piece of music they'll 
like. So what you're doing is, you're 
translating that feedback into musi- 
cological information.” 

But this was all just pointing in 
the right direction. There was still 
no road map, no clear way of mak- 
ing a musical-taste machine profit- 
able. About this time, Westergren 
read an article about Aimee 
Mann, the singer-songwriter you 
may remember for sacrificing her 
toe in The Big Lebowski or for 
covering Harry Nilsson’s “One” 
for Magnolia. Mann had a decent 
fan base from her success with the 
band ’Til Tuesday, but her record 
company had shelved her because 
it didn’t think she could sell 
enough records.. 

“Tt was really that article that 
prompted me to think, “Wow, 
if there was a way to let people 
who like her kind of music know 
that she had a new album coming 
out, then maybe she’d release her 
albums, because you could find the 
fan base.’ That was the original 
idea: to help connect artists with 
their audience,” Westergren said. 

In 1999 he started developing 


_ that idea. He sought the business 
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advice of Jon Kraft, a friend from 
college. Kraft tapped Will Glaser 
for his computer expertise, and the 
trio began moving forward with 
the Music Genome Project, form- 
ing Savage Beast Technologies, the 
name still emblazoned on Pandora’s 
software today. 

“We weren't originally a radio 
station. In the beginning we were 
actually a recommendation tool,” 
Westergren said. “You know how 
Amazon has ‘If you buy this book, 
you should also read these books?” 
We thought we were going to be 
that kind of a recommendation tool 
used on other sites to help people 
find stuff.” 

The company got its first push 
in January 2000, when a few angel 
investors, or wealthy individuals, 
loaned it enough money to start 
developing software. It was on its 
way, but there was still no clear 
moneymaking mechanism, and for 
years the company ran on faith and 
credit cards. After a while cofound- 
ers Glaser and Kraft decided they 
had to move on. Westergren stuck 
with the project and kept looking 
for investors. 

“T had been pitching venture 
funds for a couple of years. I had 
pitched over 300 times to differ- 
ent venture firms. I didn’t get a yes 
until 2004,” Westergren said. 

That was when Pandora.com 
was created, the Music Genome 
Project was plugged into personal- 
ized radio stations, ad space started 
selling, and revenue began to 
flow. It’s also when Westergren’s 
idea was paired with the shift the 
Internet has taken toward interac- 
tive marketing. Today Pandora has 
offices in Oakland, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, and New York and sells 
ads connected to sounds that 
consumers like — and therefore 
products to consumers. The field 
of interactive marketing is boom- 
ing, and Westergren says anyone 
looking to break into Internet radio 
should first look into a background 
in advertising. 

Then again, you could just fol- 
low his example: use your instincts 
and see what develops. srsc 


Tim Westergren is traveling the coun- 
try promoting Pandora with town 
hall meetings. See blog.pandora.com/ 
pandora for information. 
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Assembling a career 


How Susan Gould makes a living making art 


By Amber Peckham 
> culture@sfbg.com 


Susan Gould is helping me sew up 
the sides of my Converse sneakers 
with black surgical suture thread. 
We're drinking very strong coffee 
and sitting in her workroom, which 
is lined with small plastic bins 

and boxes filled with hundreds of 
glass, metal, and paper objects she 
uses for her assemblage art pieces. 
The whole experience is surreal 

— mending the holes in my shoes 
with a woman I met only an hour 
before, surrounded by old packag- 
ing and papers, buttons, and small 
objects from warehouses and thrift 
shops. 

But surreal isn’t a new term to 
the self-sustaining artist. In fact, 
it’s the word most people use to 
describe her work: diorama pins, 
images trapped under magnifying 
glass, and items like dice, knobs, or 
bottle caps fused into a statue, all 
deceptively simple at first glance 
but strikingly detailed on closer 
examination. 

“I am very particular about the 
images I use,” says Gould, who 
often alters pictures and then col- 
lages them together in Photoshop. 
“They need to evoke a certain 
warmth that I can feel.” 


WORKS OF ART 
Gould usually starts with images. 

“T am always drawn to the 
bizarre world of the Victorians,” she 
says. “Vegetable and animal bodies 
with human heads. Surreal imagery. 
And definitely nostalgic imagery. I 
love the vivid colors in Renaissance 
paintings and costumes and old sci- 
entific images. But even these sub- 
groups cover a wide category, and 
there are many contradictions.” 

For example, Gould isn’t a fan 
of retro, cute, or whimsical styles. 
It’s the fine line between nostalgia 
and whimsy that differentiates 
Gould’s art from similar work. 
Hers are small pieces of reality that 
have been encapsulated and distort- 
ed into foreign and lovely objects 
that tug at the subconscious. : 

“T love the idea of taking things 
out of context and of evoking emo- 

‘tion visually out of pieces’ of parts,” 
she says. “The dimension invites 
me to look inward. And it is this 
idea of being transported into an 
imaginary moment that intrigues 
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me. Who says this has to be the 
only world?” . 

Even as a child, the concept 
of small, segmented realities fas- 
cinated Gould. One of her first 
encounters with the idea was when 
her parents took her at age six on 
a trip to the Museum of Science in 
Boston. 

“T remember being captivated 
by the variety of shadowboxes and 
dioramas and thinking, ‘If this is a 
job, I want it,” Gould explains. 

That fascination set her on the 
path to self-supporting artistry in 
1986. Today she has retail carriers 
nationwide, as well as in Japan and 
Canada. Locally her art is sold at 
the Studio Gallery on Polk Street 
and at a few festivals and studio 
sales every year. She’s also recently 
signed a contract to produce custom 
work for a company that supplies 43 
specialty museum stores. 


ART AS WORK 

After working as a freelance graph- 
ic artist for 12 years, Gould was 
forced by outside circumstances to 
examine new employment options. 

“The woman who was paying 
me $20 an hour as a freelancer told 
me she had to hire me as a full-time 
employee for $10.50 or she couldn't 
keep contracting me. And the idea 
of walking around with a portfolio 
like a first grader, showing it to 
potential new employers, made me 
cringe,” Gould says. “So I asked 
myself, what else can I do?” 

With no investor and no other 
source of income, Gould simply 
leaped headfirst into her business. 

“J just ate rice and beans for 
a year and worked and worked 
and saved and saved and kept on 
going. I think my total investment 
in getting this business off the 
ground was $1,000. It became like 
a challenge to see how little I could 
spend, how much I could save,” she 
recalls. “I learned so much about 
myself.” 

The experience was so impor- 
tant that Gould lists tips on her 
Web site for people looking to fol- 
low her example. According to her 
site, the top three things one needs 
to start one’s own business are luck, 
optimism, and perseverance — in 
that order. 

“T think luck is a factor, but not 
the only one,” Gould explains. “I 
was lucky in that the things that 
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Dream job: Susan Gould’s home office is also a play room. 
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appealed to me happened to appeal 
to a large audience. I’ve seen so 
many talented artists whose stuff 
doesn’t sell, and I don’t get it. I 
don’t even really feel like I can 
take credit for the things I make, 
most of the time. The objects are 
themselves. They're already beauti- 
ful, and I just see ways to put them 
together. It’s not something I’ve 
created; it’s just a way of seeing 
things differently.” 

In order to support herself sole- 
ly by the sale of her work, Gould 
sometimes has to make tough deci- 
sions about which pieces she offers 
to buyers. 

“In making a living selling 
my art; I have learned not only to 
become an efficiency expert and 
listen to my inner judgment, but 
that I sometimes have to sacrifice 
really great products that I cannot 
make a profit from,” she reveals. 
Gould offers her recent production 
of dice as an example. Each set 
took painstaking work to create: she 
used cubes of wood wrapped in dis- 
tressed foil from wine bottles and 
formed the numbers with uphol- 
stery tacks. Gould says she could 
never sell them for their true worth, 
so she gave them away as gifts. It is 
that fluid, compromising attitude 
that has enabled her to succeed. 

Gould also does custom work 
for individuals. If a person provides 
her with pictures, she can turn 
them into anything from a bracelet 


_to cufflinks to earrings. She also 


creates superhero figurines by tak- 
ing a small plastic toy, removing 
the head, and putting the image 
of a loved one — magnified under 


glass — in its place. The figure is 
then mounted on a wooden base 
with wheels. It sounds simple, but 
Gould’s hand brings a sense of the 
surreal to the affair, turning what 
seems like a child’s craft project 
into a true work of art. 

However, not all of her work is 
for sale or given away. The corners 
and walls of her apartment are 
home to the few pieces she likes 
enough to keep or art that others 
have made for her, each of which 
has a story. Through these creations 
I learn a lot about her father, her 
brothers, and her friends, their 
memories preserved and constantly 
present. She has a miniature tomato 
mounted on a pedestal that she’s 
kept for years and a rack of key 
chains that inspires me to talk 
about my sister and the emotional 
attachments people form with 
inanimate objects. 

Which eventually leads to the 
topic of my shoes and the project, 
currently at hand, of repairing 
them. Now we've got a small drill, 
which we're using to bore through 
the rubber sole. Gould asks me to 
prop my foot on a stool before I 
leave, when she pulls out a camera 
and snaps a photo of the finished 
product, which looks like some- 
thing emo kids would pay $50 to 
own: shoes, slightly damaged. 

“Preserving the moment,” I joke 
as I leave. : 

“Always,” Gould replies with a 
smile. “T’ll send the picture.” srac 
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YOGA « BODYWORK > SELT-CARE 


Forrest Yoga - 
lunc htime & afterwork 


classes 
* 5 cue Os Sop a 


10 classes $100 for Everything Yoga! 


AT THE YOGA JOURNAL 
SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 


Free and Open to the Public! 


Offer does not expire! 


* 


Self-care workshops Friday saauanaee 
Monday, January 21 


eid mon 4 
pel faori 
5 HYATT REGENCY, SAN FRANCISCO 
pre-register 5 Embarcadero Center 


MARKETPLACE HOURS: 
Friday, January 18: 12:00pm-7:00pm 
Saturday, January 19: 10:00am-7:00pm 
Sunday, January 20; 10:00am-7:00pm 


eye Grant Sie 2nd Floor Monday, January 21: 11:00am- 2:30pm 


5 *whil lies | 
Between Clay & Sacramento While supplies last 
S Mention promo code SF53 for a 


415-218-1970 $20 discount on the Main Conference 
sandytill.com yO a 800.561.9398 
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conrexescrtaun «= VJEVENTS,COM 


bee heard 


—this year resolve to 
make your passion 
your profession with 
a degree in digital arts. 


At Ex'pression College for 

Digital Arts you can earn a 
Bachelor's Degree in just over 

2.5 years. Study Animation VFX, 
Game Art & Design, Motion 
Graphic Design, or Sound Arts. 
New classes start January 21, 2008. 


877.833.8800 
expressioninfo.com 
see what's made in emeryville 


ex’pression 


COLLEGE FOR DIGITAL ARTS 


CIIS Spring 


Open House 


Satay, February 2, 2008 1453 Mission Street, =o Francisco 


9:30am-—10:00am Sign-in 


10:00am-11:00am Guided Meditation 
: and Institute 
Orientation 
11:00am-12:15pm Academic Program 


Presentations—Session | 
12:15pm-1:00pm Light Lunch 


1:00pm-2:15pm Academic Program 
Presentations—Session II 


www.ciis.edu 


To RSVP or for more information: 415.575.6154 
or e-mail admissions@ciis.edu. 


, California Institute 
of Integral Studies 
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EASTERN NEIGHBORHOODS AREA PLAN 
RELEASE AND OPEN HOUSE 


At this Planning Department Open House, the 
Eastern Neighborhoods Draft Plans for Public 
§ Review will be released and planners will be 

on hand to answer questions. 


Please see our website to download the plans, 


01.15.08 


on upcoming hearings. 


5:00-7:00 PM 


ante cRANeioe http: //easternneighborhoods.sfplanning.org 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
1650 MISSION STREET 


DA (@S. Van Ness Ave.) 
it 4th Floor, Room 431 


Contact Lily Langlois at 415.575.9083 if you 
have any questions or need a CD of the Draft 
Plans mailed to you. 


and to see any new updates and information ~ 


SCHOLARSHIP ¢ PRACTICE @ SERVICE 


THE SAYBROOK SOCIETY ON PSYCHOLOGY AND CULTURE PRESENTS 


Creating a Life 
Presentation with James Hollis, Ph.D. 


Saturday, January 19, 7:30 pm 
Westin Ballroom, Westin Hotel SFO 
1 Old Bayshore Hwy., Millbrae 
Admission: $20 General, $5 Seniors/ 
Students 


The Classroom and the Creative 
Child: How Can We Help Creative 
Children Thrive? 

Presentation with Mark Runco, Ph.D. 
Thursday, January 24, 7:30 pm 


Grace Cathedral, 1100 California Street 
San Francisco, Free Admission 


Mother Teresa’s Spiritual Darkness: 
Disturbing or Consoling? 
Discussion with Brian Koldiejchuck, 
M.C., Ph.D. and The Very Reverend 
Alan Jones 

Monday, February 11, 7:30 pm 

Grace Cathedral, Gresham Hall 

1100 California Street, San Francisco 

Free Admission 


WASC accredited MA, PhD & PsyD degrees in Psy- 
chology, Organizational Systems & Human Science. 


GRADUATE SCHOOL « RESEARCH CENTER 
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The Roots of teaching 


Everything Claire Kiefer needs to know about education 


she learned in jail 


By Chris DeMento 
> culture@sfbg.com 


The last day of class before Christmas 
break presents a challenge for any 
educator, in any class, at any school. 
It’s usually considered completely 
devoid of teachable moments, a 
phenomenon that’s chalked up (pun 
intended) to prevacation excitement: 
PlayStation daydreams, visions of 
sugarplum romance, and the promise 
of two and a half weeks of sleeping 
in don't exactly encourage industrious 
behavior. 

So the popular course of action 
among teachers remains the party 
approach — some snacks, some 
games, a dose of holiday frivolity. 
Why swim against the prevailing 
yuletide, hopelessly and in vain, when 
you can just float home on a mess of 
soggy pizza boxes lashed to some two- 
liter pontoons? 

When I visited Claire Keefer’s 
class Dec. 14, she seemed to be tak- 
ing this approach. Sure enough, 
she'd brought a bag of her favorite 
Christmas candies, a little soda, and 
some healthier-looking crackers. And 
she informed her students they'd be 
playing a game for the better part of 
the period. But before giving in to 
the swell of a winter recess so near 
at hand, during the second-to-last 
period of the calendar year Kiefer gave 
her students an honest-to-goodness 
assignment. She asked them to pull 
out their journals and respond to a 
writing prompt she’d posted on the 
board. And they did, after a collective, 
semipolite grumble. 

And before they knew it — before 
I knew it — Kiefer’s prompt became 
a complex sociopolitical discourse on 
the visual representation of traditional 
Christmas characters like your boys 
Jesus, Santa, those creepy little white- 
guy elves (hee-hee), et al. 

~ Being the literate, postfeminist, 
righteously liberal San Franciscan 
that I am, it wasn’t difficult for me 
to see the purpose of Kiefer’s holiday 
exercise: to allow her students to prob- 
lematize the whiteness that so often 
masquerades as normalcy by paying 
special attention to holiday symbols. 


Looking back on my high school ~ 


experience, I can say for certain that 
they, those nefarious they, never 
sttetched my cultural IQ like that. 


At age 26, Claire Kiefer has had more eclectic teaching experiences 
— including stints at county, state, and federal prisons — than 
many educators twice her age. | GUARDIAN PHOTO BY LANE HARTWELL 


Kiefer's kids have access to these kinds 
of ideas. I listened as her students 
commented on race, power, religion, 
and misnormalized iconography with 
intelligence, all quite comfortable in 
the task. Dare I say, what an impor- 
tant challenge? (I'll admit I didn’t 
know Jesus was brown skinned until 
well into my second year of college.) 
And what a show of teaching chops 

it was, to take the least teachable 
moment of the least teachable day of 
2007 and pull some learning out of it. 

Quite unlike the stereotype of 
the emergency-credentialed twenty- 
something pushover left to rattle all 
alone in an urban trial by fire, at 26, 
Kiefer cuts a most confident, no doubt 
pedagogic figure. Her intelligence, 
craft, and experience have made her 
transition from jail to prison to Balboa 
High School a seamless one. 

Jail? Let me explain. Kiefer 
teaches Roots, a classroom-based ini- 
tiative that serves children affected 
by incarceration, which falls under 
the umbrella of a California non- 
profit called Community Works. To 
clarify: Kiefer works for Community 
Works at Balboa High School, 
where she teaches the Roots elective. 
Ata glance, one might conjecture 
a circumstance of triangulated, 


bureaucratic-type tension, consider- 
ing she basically has two bosses, 


Principal Patricia Gray at Balboa and 


Ruth Morgan of Community Works. 
Yet both not only hold Kiefer in the 
highest regard but also seem equally 
keen on giving her all the support 
she needs. And as to the question 

of distance between Kiefer and the 
rest of the faculty at Balboa, there is 
none, plain and simple. Everybody 
knows her, and everybody knows she 
puts her students first. 

One of the great advantages of 
teaching Roots is that Kiefer gets to 
develop and implement the curricu- 
lum as she sees fit, in a manageable, 
supportive classroom environment. 
Small class size really helps, as does 
the freedom to design a program 
that encourages students to respond 
to their feelings by communicating 
creatively. 

“We always go back to incar- 
ceration, sharing personal stories, 
learning empathy, meeting it head- 
on.” Some of her kids have been 
incarcerated themselves; most attend 
her Roots class because their parents 
have recently been or are currently 
incarcerated. Control of her curricu- 
lum means Kiefer can account for the 
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Garden 


Looking for a Change of Atmosphere? Try an Environment that is a Breath of Fresh Air! 


Sat., February 9th 
10:30AM - 1:30PM 
2700 Sloat Bivd. 


Hiring for 3 stores in SF : 
Retail with an attitude! Upbeat, energetic, confident people needed. Help customers find the right plants and stock plants and product. 
Managers will conduct brief interview for all attendees. We offer: Rapid advancement, employee discounts, reimbursement for 
hort. classes, and more. Contact Lora with questions: 415-332-0657 ext. 114, jobs@sloatgarden.com. 


BUY + SELL + TRADE 


KUSF 90.3fm : ROCK ‘n' SWAP: MUSIC LOVERS’ FAIR : USF CAMPUS : $3 : 10am - 3pm 
anyone can be a vendor! JANUARY 13 visit kusf.org/swap for more info 


~ 


/ PRODUCE / DIRECT / SHOOT / EDIT 


WRITE 


o™ Eo Oy, Say, PO 1-YR DIGITAL FILMMAKING PROGRAM 
‘ BE “eens” ae DIGITAL FILMMAKING WORKSHOPS 
SCREENWRITING WORKSHOPS 
NOW ENROLLING FILM ACTING CLASSES 
4 OPEN HOUSE 
1YR PROGRAM Thurs. Jan. 17 at 6:30PM 


2565 Third Street, Suite 337 
SPRING START RSVP: info@sfdigifilm.com 


VINYL TAPES MARCH 24 415-522-1200 


San Francisco Schoo! of Digita! Filmmaking | www.sfdigifilm.com 


Graduate Programs 


JOHN F. KENNEDY UNIVERSITY 


TRANSFORMING LI CHANGING THE WORLD 
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CITY COLLEGE OF SAN FRANCISCO 


SPRING SEMESTER BEGINS JANUARY 14TH 


Online Courses and Telecourses allow you to attend class when it's right 
for you. Credit courses are just. $20 per unit. Apply now at www.ccsf.edu, 
then select the courses you want. Attend the orientation session and the 
midterm and final. 


CRN# Course Title Type CRN# Course Title Type 

36796 Engineering Mechanic Static Online 30024 Art of Western World Telecourse 
37325 Visual Literacy Online 33439 African History Telecourse 
37398 Graphic Design Online 34258 Comm. for Business Mgmt Telecourse 
35257 Elementary Italian Online 38085 Elementary Classical Guitar —_ Telecourse 
38236 Solar Systems Online 
37396 Programming Fund I/C# Online 


For more information call 415.239.3885 


2008 SAN JOSE 
SABERKITTEN 
AUDITIONS ¢ 


SATURDAY, 
JANUARY | 
26TH. 
8:30AM 


WWW.SanjoseSaberCats.com 
OR CALL 408-573-5577 TO REGISTER 
AND FOR SEASON TICKEN INFO 


Closed Auditions. Not Open to the Public 
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Getting schooled 


A guide to classes and workshops 


for grown-ups 


With the holidays over, it’s back- 
to-school time — and not just for 


* kids and college students. Adult 


education classes also are start- 
ing up after their winter hiatus, so 
take that money you'd promised 
to spend on a gym membership 
(like you’d use it anyway) and put 
it toward learning that skill you've 


always wished you had. Here’s a list 


of some of our favorite upcoming 
courses, all perfect for beginners. 


(Molly Freedenberg) 
DUCT TAPE DRESS FORMS 


The idea of this course is to teach 
you to make customized dress 
forms so you can mend and create 
outfits that exactly fit your body. 
And even if you aren't a budding 
designer ... what room’s decor 
wouldn't benefit from the addition 
of a duct tape mannequin? 

Jan. 19, 11 a.m.—3:30 p.m. $75 
Stitch Lounge, 182 Gough, SF. 

(415) 431-3739, 
www.stitchlounge.com 


URBAN COMPOSTING 

This hands-on workshop teaches 
the basic methods of both backyard 
and-worm composting. 

Jan. 19, 10 a.m.—noon. Free 

Garden for the Environment, 

Seventh Ave., SF. (415) 731-5627, 
www.gardenfortheenvironment.org 


YOGA 101 

A good place to start for the would- 
be yogi who doesn’t want to jump 
in blind, this Sunday workshop 
explores basic postures, breathing, 
and meditation for the beginner. 
Jan. 27, 1:30-3:30 p.m. $35 

(includes one free week of yoga) 

Yoga Tree, 519 Hayes, SF. j 
(415) 626-9707, www.yogatreesf.com 


CURIOUS SOUL: THE VISUAL 
JOURNAL 

Instructor Suzanne Merritt helps 
you discover eight universal pat- 
terns of beauty and translate 

your experience into visual form. 
Includes collage, tearing, layering, 
image transfers, and mixed media. 
Jan. 28-29, 10 a.m.—5 p.m. $190 plus 
$20 materials fee 

San Francisco Center for the Book, 300 
De Haro, SF, (415) 565-0545, sfcb.org 


PAPER LANTERNS 

Learn to construct a wooden reed 
skeleton frame before covering it 
with handmade paper — and leave 
with a finished paper lantern, com- 


plete with bulb and 12-foot wire 
with on-off switch. 

Jan. 31, 6:30-9:30 p.m. $65 
(includes $15 materials fee) 

Craft Gym, 1452 Bush, SF. 

(415) 441-6223, www.craftgym.com 


WOMEN'S BLACKSMITHING 
A special workshop for women 
offered by women who teach the 
fundamental skills needed to forge 
steel, including tapering, upsetting, 
flattening, and twisting. 

Feb. 2-3, 10 a.m.—6 p.m. $345 
Crucible, 1260 Seventh St., Oakl. 
(510) 444-0919, www.thecrucible.org 


MOROCCAN FLAVORS 

A relaxed, comfortable cooking 
class that shows how to use 
seasonal, organic, unrefined, 
and local ingredients to make 
Moroccan delights beyond the 
standard couscous. 

Feb. 4, 6:30-9:30 p.m. $60 

Sage Table, Oakl. Call for address. 
(510) 914-1142, 
www.thesagetable.com 


IMAGE AND THE BOOK 
Explore contemporary art-making 
practices in this six-session series 
covering alternative approaches 

to painting, drawing, collage, 
sewing, image transfer, binding, 
narrative development, and 

subject investigation. 

Feb. 13—March 13, Wednesdays, 7:15— 
10 p.m, $180 plus $10 materials fee 
California College of the Arts, 

5212 Broadway, Oakl. (510) 594-3771, 
www.cca.edu/academics/extended 


2-DAY FILM SCHOOL 

Why waste money on an expensive 
film school when you can learn all 
you need to know over one week- 
end? This crash course is taught by 
Dov S-S Simens of the Hollywood 
Film Institute. 

March 15-16, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. $389 
Call for location, SF. (310) 659-5668, 
www.mediabistro.com 


WINE TASTING: 

BASICS FOR BEGINNERS 
Learn to taste the way the pros do, 
then apply your new knowledge to 
20 wines in this continuing educa- 
tion class provided by City College 
of San Francisco. 

April 26, 1-3 p.m. $50 

Fort Mason, bldg. B, room 106, 
Marina at Laguna, SF. (415) 561-1860, 
www.ccsf.edu sees 


New Programs Fall 2008 
Jungian Studies MA and PhD 
in Psychology 


Doctor of Psychology 
(PsyD) 

Shape the future of clinical 
practice to promote health 
and wholeness. This five-year 
program balances classroom 


requirements in San Francisco 


with independent learning 
to offer maximum flexibility 
for working adults. Prepare 
to be a practicing therapist 
and specialize in life-span 
development phases. 


The program was developed in 
partnership with the C.G. Jung 
Educational Center in Houston. 
Internationally known 

Jungian Scholar and Program 
Director James Hollis speaks 

at Saybrook’s Residential 
Conference on January 19. 


MA Leadership of 
Sustainable Systems 


Be a visionary leader of the 
future and create sustainable 
human and environmental 
systems. Advance your 
leadership in transforming 
social systems, public and 
private. Students come 
together twice a year for 
shared learning sessions in San 
Francisco, and work in online 
communities. 


MA Transformative Social 
Change 

Empower yourself with the 
analytical and practical skills 
to respond to contemporary 
social, cultural and political 
challenges as reflective 
scholar-practitioner-activists to 
create transformative change 
in social systems embodying 
deeply humanistic values. 


To learn more, join our informational conference calls for prospective students in mid-January. Contact Admissions 
at 415-403-1255 for details and to RSVP. 


Saybrook Graduate School a and Research Center is a WASC-accredited, nonprofit, distance learning, graduate institution. 
We are located in San Francisco and rooted in humanistic values. 


WASC - accredited | MA, | PhD & PsyD egrees in Psychology, 0 Organizational s Systems & Human Science 
. admissions@saybrook.edu 


Tel: 800- -825-4480 © 


www.saybrook.edu 
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Branching out 


How Paul Donald went from graphic 
designer to green retailer extraordinaire 


By Amelia Glynn 
> culture@sfbg.com 


Paul Donald, the founder of sustain- 
able online retailer Branch Homes, 
agrees to meet me at Mission Beach 
Cafe. He arrives dressed in a black - 
turtleneck sweater and smart bluish 
purple rimmed glasses and takes a 
seat at the wooden table where I’m 
sitting. At one point during our con- 
versation I accidentally make a big 
black ink smudge on the tabletop. 

“Tt’s heavily varnished, and 
we've got some toxic industrial 
cleaners that will take care of that,” 
he says dryly. 

This is clearly a joke, as every- 
thing about Branch — and Donald 
— is the polar opposite of varnished 
and toxic. In fact, the San Francisco 
company only carries ecofriendly, 
fair trade, and organic objects, 


clothing, and furniture, with an 
emphasis on local and national 
designers (though it has products 
from all over the world). 

But Donald didn’t start out as 
a retailer, or even a sustainability 
advocate. His background is in 
design. In fact, he spent 12 years in 
New York and San Francisco help- 
ing craft the identities of magazines 
like Spy, Wired, and Sunset before 
founding Branch Home in 2005. 
Which is probably why he describes 
his current job this way: 

“Td like to tell people that I’m 
the creative director for this cool 
company that’s at the nexus of 
design and sustainability — and it 
just happens to be a retail store,” he 
says, sounding slightly apologetic 
when he gets to the retail part. After 
all, when you're used to being a hip 
graphic designer, perhaps the title 


CONTINUING EDUCATION 
NOT-FOR-CREDIT 
CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS 


DEVELOP YOUR 
CREATIVE TALENTS * 
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of shopkeeper just doesn’t hold the 
same mystique. 

So how did he get from one to 
the other? 


SMART SHOPPING 

Donald said there wasn’t a singu- 
lar “aha!” moment behind Branch. 
Instead, the idea percolated over 
time. It could’ve started with his 
childhood in small-town Iowa, 
where working in cornfields during 
the summers inspired his love for 
the land and a curiosity about where 
food comes from. This curiosity 
expanded to include other everyday 
products when, years later, he read 
William McDonough and Michael 
Braungart’s Cradle to Cradle (North 
Point Press, 2002). 

Then, while in his often stress- 
ful role as creative director for 
Sunset magazine, Donald frequently 
found himself shopping to relax 
— although he says his motives 
were more entertainment driven 
than consumption driven. But he 
openly celebrates the role of shop- 
ping in our lives — as a form of 
exploration, education, connection, 
and, of course, therapy. 

“It’s an opportunity to discover 
what's new and interesting and 
beautiful in the world,” he says. 


Spring classes begin January 23 
Register Now 


A designer’s eye: if it isn’t sustainable and attractive, 


Paul Donald won’t stock it at Branch. 


GUARDIAN PHOTO BY NEIL MOTTERAM 


He also acknowledges shop- 
ping’s darker side, including the 
toxic materials, processes, and pack- 
aging that put our objects of desire 
on the shelf and our purchases’ not- 
so-pretty by-products: deforestation, 
global warming, the Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch (or GPGP, a plastic 
floe of trash floating in the ocean 
that’s twice the size of Texas), unfair 
wages, and poor working conditions. 

This duality pointed toward the 
creation of Branch, which represents 
a greener, happier alternative to our 


society’s often blind and copious 
consumption. “No one wakes up 
and thinks, ‘I want to contribute to 
deforestation today,” Donald says. 
“We're just not brought up to think 
about the life cycle of the things we 
consume.” Instead of flat-out asking 
people to abandon their consump- 
tive ways (an improbability as far 

as Donald is concerned), Branch 
encourages design-savvy shoppers to 
get curious about whence and from 
what things come. “We can’t con- 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 », 


SOMMELIER CERTIFICATE * 

ONLINE TRAFFIC SCHOOL 

AND ONLINE CLASSES « 
Li, GRE/GMAT - 


. Spanish Language School 


_Learn Spanish © : 
- __ the easy way 
: New classes every month 
(415) 861.1223 | www.casahispana.com 


Registration is Easy. : 
¢ Find a class 
° Submit registration & fee 


AC eA Me www.ccsf.edu/continEd 


Project Management 

Human Resource Management 

Event and Meeting Planning 

Executive Certificate in Financial Planning 
Computer Security Training 

Core Strengths Coaching 

Holistic Health 

Integrated Marketing 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 


AutoCAD/Autodesk Authorized Training 
Center 


Conflict Management 
Web and Graphic Design 
Digital Video Intensive / Audio Production 


Digital Animation 
Music and Recording Industry 
Clinical Trials (Biotech) 
Fearless Speaking 
ESL for Professionals 


Paralegal Studies 
(the only ABA approved program in S.F) 


Spanish / English Interpretation 
(Legal/Court and Medical) 


K-12 Teacher Development 
Technical Writing 


Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
for people 50 + 

Open University 

..and much more 


Keep your career 
moving forward. 


Visit us today at 
www.cel.sfsu.edu/spring08 


Are You Ready Yet? 


SF State Extended Learning 


If you're thinking about a promotion or changing careers, 
get an edge at San Francisco State Extended Learning, 

the Bay Area’s leader in professional development. 
Current curricula, flexible schedules, top industry talent 
faculty, convenient downtown San Francisco location. 


Registration starts 
Jan. 03, 2008. 

Classes begin Jan. 24. 
Check the website 
for class start dates. 


SF STATE EXTENDED LEARNING 
Downtown Campus | 835 Market St., 6th Fl | 415-405-7700 
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Become a clinical psychologist at the 
California School of Professional Psychology 


The future of psychology education since 1969. 


Open House January 22 at 6pm 
A P iP [ AU Se : | Beach Street, San Francisco, CA 94133 


CSPP Programs at Alliant’s San Francisco campus: 


For the working adults who go back to school. * Clinical Psychology PsyD - APA-accredited 
* Clinical Psychology PhD - APA-accredited 


Join them... 
* Doctoral Respecialization in Clinical Psychology 


Programs in: Business e Education ¢ Counseling Psychology 


e Culture & Spirituality « Music ¢ Nursing Contact us today to take the next step. 
* Teaching Credential | 866-U-ALLIANT « admissions@alliant.edu 


Call for Information Meeting Dates 
& S fe > CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF 
www.hnu.edu admissions@hnu.edu 800.430.1321 PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 
ALLIANT INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
/ HOLY NAMES UNIVERSITY tli d / 
ea aa ar eae ae . wwwaalliant.edu/cspp 


Alliant is a private, nonprofit, WASC-accredited university and an equal opportunity 


iberating Mind * Transforming Lives * Since 1868 
employer and educator. 


CONTINUE YOUR ART EDUCATION 


Continuing Art Education courses The Academy of Art University 
have no prerequisites and are welcomes students from all back- 
open to students with no prior art grounds. Whether you are a be- 
experience or art education. ginner or an experienced artist or 
: designer, the Academy has course 


Study On Campus i Online in: offerings at your level within your ACAD EMYofART 


area of interest. 


; Figure Drawing e Enroll as a part-time or full-time U N I V E R S I T Y 


e Digital Photography 
© Still Life Painting 
¢ 3D Modeling/Animation (Maya) 
¢ Fundamentals of Graphic Design 
e Photo Storyboarding/Super 8 

degree programs 


e Fashion Illustration : 
e Transfer into our undergraduate or 


: cata graduate programs 1 _ 80 0 ‘ 544 . 27 87 


e Sketches for Communication 
e Intro to Computer Graphics for WWW.ACADEMYART.EDU 
Animation 79 New Montgomery St., San Francisco, CA 94105 


e AND MORE! Register Now for Spring! Accredited member WASC, NASAD, Council for Interior Design 
; Accreditation (BFA-IAD), NAAB (M-ARCH) 


student ; FOUNDED IN SAN FRANCISCO 1929 
e Attend day, night or weekend BY ARTISTS FOR ARTISTS 


classes 
e Participate in our degree or non- 
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Donald CONT»» 


sume our way to a better world, but 


we can be more considerate about 
what we buy,” he says. 

That's why each item Branch 
sells, from stuffed animals to kitch- 
enware, comes with its own story 
— what it’s made from, how and 
where it’s made, and who made it 
— on the Web site and on printed 
cards that are included in each pack- 
age. This helps to create another 
point of connection between object 
and buyer and furthers Branch’s 
goal of educating consumers about 
sustainability, something that’s close 
to Donald’s,heart. 

But even people who don’t 
read all the stories that come 
with the products can rest assured 
that Donald, in his dual role as 
Branch’s curator and art director, 
has already made a lot of the hard 
choices for them. Branch offers a 
well-edited collection of products 
that are also manufactured and 
brought to market in such a way 
that its customers don’t have to feel 
guilty about buying — or, eventu- 
ally, disposing of — them. 

In addition to the Web site, 


Donald’s original plan involved 
opening a physical store with an 
adjacent café that would serve 
locally and sustainably grown foods. 
After a few bids fell through right 
around Thanksgiving of 2005, it 
dawned on Donald that he had a 
bunch of inventory on the way and 
no place to display it. He decided to 
launch the site first and deal with 
the rest after the holidays. At the 
time there were no other stores like 
Branch, and it found popularity 
online through blogs and word of 
mouth. When sustainable design 
hit the mainstream a little over a 
year later, Branch had an advantage 
over new competition as an already 
established brand. Plus, more expo- 
sure and increased visibility meant 
increased sales. 

With zero retail or customer 
service experience (Branch is his 
first job that involves interacting 
directly with the public) and no for- 
mal business background, Donald 
says he was lucky to learn the ropes 
online, without the albatross of a 
physical retail space — not to men- 
tion a café, something with which 
he has even less experience. With 
just a single focus, Donald found 
he was less in the spotlight, and the 
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growing pains weren't so extreme. 
He likens his role at Branch to 
being a single parent and admits 
he'll always choose thinking about 
branding and design above burying 
himself in a spreadsheet. 

He still longs for a storefront 
in San Francisco, and if all goes 
according to plan, there may be 
a Los Angeles and a New York 
Branch in the not-so-distant future. 


BEAUTIFUL AND 
SUSTAINABLE 

A self-described design snob, 
Donald says he’s only interested in 
working with objects that are both 
beautiful and sustainable. “To make 
any kind of real impact we need to 
reach a broad audience,” he says. 
“Tie-dye and hemp sandals aren’t 
going to do this.” Branch is suc- 
cessful largely because it caters to 
anyone who appreciates good design 
— green or not. It educates unsus- 
pecting browsers when their guards 
are down — when they're relaxed 
and curious. Donald avoids loaded 
labels like environmentalist and opts 
instead for the more friendly moni- 
ker of thoughtful citizen to describe 
himself and the people he’s target- 
ing. “In the same way I try not to be 


preachy about Branch, I try not to 
use preachy words,” he says. 
Ultimately, he would like to see 
more designers take the green road. 
(He’s currently on the lookout for 
affordable, everyday, sustainable 
tableware, which so far has proved 
difficult to source.) Donald is also 
working to expand Branch’s offer- 
ings to include things that make 
it easier for people to live a more 
sustainable lifestyle, such as power 
strips with easy-to-reach on-off 
switches and reusable shopping bags. 
In fall 2006, Branch partnered 
with the California College of the 
Arts and became a client for its 
wood furniture class, which required 
students to neither create furniture 
nor use wood as a material. “Leave it 
to an art school,” Donald says. The 
assignment was to design a sustain- 
able product for Branch. The final 
designs were exhibited in a show 
at the end of the semester — and a 
few have been earmarked for pos- 
sible future production for Branch. 
Each student was forced to grapple 
with the challenges of sustainabil- 
ity, but even more significant for 
Donald, many commented that their 
involvement in the Branch project 
had already begun to influence 


their approach to their other work. 
“Designers have so much power,” 
Donald says. “And the best way to 
solve a problem is to not create one 
in the first place.” 

Donald is keen on helping 
designers establish more sustain- 
able practices, which sometimes 
results in an exclusive product line 
for Branch. For example, designer 
Derrick Chen of Urbana Design 
modified his popular resin-coated 
bent-plywood tray by creating a 
cork-topped version — an item that 
has proved hugely popular in its sus- 
tainable iteration. 

But for all of its cool, Earth- 
friendly appeal, Branch is still 
competing in a price-driven world 
dominated by the cheap and 
clever designs of Target and IKEA. 
“There's a big difference between 
getting the message and shelling out 
an additional 10 to 20 percent more 
for a sustainable product,” Donald 
says. To his mind, it’s going to be a 
long time before the Target shopper 
starts asking the tough questions. 
“We're like dogs,” he says. “We need 
to have our noses rubbed in it before 
we'll change.” srac 
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Kiefer conr,, 


academic and emotional complexities 
of her classroom and adjust, mid- 
stream if necessary, to the needs of a 
group of 9th to 12th graders of varied 
ages, from diverse backgrounds, and 
with different personalities. Kiefer 
tailors her lessons to make room for 
all types of learners. 

Curriculum design, creative writ- , 
ing, learning and teaching empathy 
— these happen to be Kiefer’s expe- 
riential strengths. “I’ve never not 
designed my own curriculum,” she 
says. How many teachers, at 26, can 
claim such autonomy? How many 
teachers, at 26, have already worked 
for years inside correctional facili- 
ties? The public school system has 
placed Kiefer perfectly, in exactly the 
right circumstances, with kids who 
respond to her sense of responsibility, 
her gift of honesty, and her desire to 
challenge them. 

In fact, there is something of 
a university feel to her classroom 
dynamic, and she is well aware that 
her MFA qualifies her to be a college- 
level instructor. However, neither 
tweedy aspirations nor hubris figure 
into Kiefer’s seeming raison d’étre. 
Instead, it has everything to with 
finding those places where “the need 
is so transparent,” she said. Kiefer’s 
life path seems so clearly marked as to 
appear predestined. 

At the age of 20, during summer 
break from Tulane University and 
entirely of her own volition, Kiefer 
contacted the Cobb County Jail in 
Marietta, Ga., asking to be let inside 
to teach. When someone at the jail 
returned her call, offering her an 
administrative position at the facility, 
she politely insisted, “I already have a 
job. I just want to teach creative writ- 
ing.” She took the $8 per hour posi- 
tion then offered to her and started 
showing up about eight hours per 
week, as much as she could. 

She spent her senior year of 
college editing the school’s literary 
magazine, the Tu/ane Review, while 
volunteering with adult literacy pro- 
grams in New Orleans. She gradu- 
ated with a double major in religious 
studies and English in 2003 and 
immediately afterward embarked on a 
yearlong Josephine Louise Newcomb 
Fellowship. 

With the acceptance of her 
proposal, a plan involving a three- 
month stint teaching inside three 
institutions, Kiefer found herself first 
at San Quentin, then at Noriega, a 
federal institution in Miami, and 
finally at the Dale Women’s Facility 
in Vermont, implementing her cur- 
ricula, sharing her love of the written 
word, and saddling her students with 
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rigorously academic assignments. 

She always stresses the importance 

of word economy:and limitation and 
is notorious for teaching entire sec- 
tions around somewhat esoteric poetic 
forms — e.g., the villanelle and the 
sestina. “Society doesn’t expect much 
from [prisoners]. I sure as hell was 
going to,” she said. 

The same uncompromising, for- 
mal approach has helped Kiefer earn 
a reputation at Balboa for sticking 
to her guns, but her firmness comes 
with the deepest, most genuine regard 
for those around her. Thinking back 
on her first semester-long class at 
San Quentin, which she titled Art in 


‘Response to Gang Violence, Kiefer 


recalled, “A lot of these guys needed 
this creative outlet, or channel, and I 
needed to find a community.” 

Her attachment to the place 
was so profound that she returned 
to San Quentin in 2005, a year after 
her fellowship had ended, to teach 
one night per week while running 
down an MFA at San Francisco State 
University — all while holding a full- 
time position at Saint Vincent's in 
Marin, where, she said, she learned 
how to handle emotional turbulence 
in young people after being threat- 
ened, groped, and cussed at, seeing 
desks and chairs fly, and watching a 
BBQ grill crash to the ground from 
a second-story window. Trying times 
at St. Vincent's taught her how to be 
available at an authoritative distance. 

Kiefer took the Roots job at 
Balboa High School just last year, 
the final one of her MFA program at 
SF State. Some attribute her teach- 
ing skill to her lifelong study of the 
written word, as students do make 
the best teachers. However, while 
acknowledging her diligence, she 
noted that fate, more than any other 
factor, has landed her right where she 
needs to be. Ask her if educating kids 
who've been affected by incarceration 
is something of a calling, and without 
hesitation she'll tell you, “Totally.” 

“Prison education has-been 
proven to prevent recidivism, and it 
injects humanity into the reality of 
being incarcerated... Our society has 
it so wrong: we're doing nothing to 
rehabilitate,” Kiefer said with obvious 
sincerity. Her urgency is born of six 
years’ hands-on experience, and it still 
has her visiting prisoners and their 
families on her own time and acting 
as an advocate. 

Notwithstanding her clarity 
of vision, though, she says she can 
be very wrong now and again. For 
example, I asked if she'd ever failed 
at anything. “I have a terrible sense of, 
direction,” she said. Well, Ms. Kiefer, 
I beg to differ. Your inner compass 
seems perfectly calibrated. srac 
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By Johnny Ray Huston 
> johnny@sfbg.com 


I’m just walking in the rain 
with the one I love on my 
mind. That’s what hap- 
pens when I fall deep into 
the sounds of the late Gene 
Page, whose signature string 
arrangements (gorgeous 
throughout Gloria Scott’s 
terrific, obscure What Am 
I Gonna Do) decorated the 
suites of sweet-nothing mas- 
ters such as Marvin Gaye 
and especially love walrus 
Barry White. Sonic collag- 
ists Saint Etienne recently 
revived Page’s great “All 
Our Dreams Are Coming 
True,” and Page’s Blacula 
soundtrack has risen from 
the vinyl grave, but if 

the unofficial tributes on 
YouTube and elsewhere are 
anything to go by, he’s due 


for deluxe disco reissues. 


THE SAN FRANC 


WEDNESDAY 


JAN. 9 


MUSIC 


The Black Heart Procession 
With Pall Jenkins and Tobias 
Nathaniel working on mate- 

rial for their first studio album 

in a decade with seminal San 
Diego gloomsters Three Mile 
Pilot, slated for a Touch and Go 
release this year, it’s somewhat 
surprising to see the Black Heart 
Procession playing at the Bottom 
of the Hill. One of the bands to 
arise from the unofficial dissolu- 
tion of Three Mile Pilot, along 
with Zach Smith’s Pinback, the 
Procession have elevated love- 
lorn, minor-key musings — com- 
plete with musical saw — to the 
level of genius over the course 
of five albums, the latest being 
2006's The Spell (Touch and 

Go). With any luck, the wind and 
rain will hold out, providing the 
perfect backdrop for the BHP’s 
melancholy musical storm. 
(Duncan Scott Davidson) 


With Loquat and El.Olio Wolof 
8 p.m., $15 

Bottom of the Hill 

1233 17th St., SF 

(415) 621-4455 
www.bottomofthehill.com 
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FILM 


Secret Sunshine 

Lee Chang-dong’s Secret 
Sunshine is the kind of movie 
that can provoke arguments 
about the meaning of its final 
shot. But to get to that ambigu- 
ous glimpse of a desultory back- 
yard, you'll have to live through 
this with a single mother (Jeon 
Do-yeon) as she faces a situ- 
ation that puts the silent-era 
perils of Pauline to shame. Jeon 
won Best Actress honors at 

the most recent Cannes Film 
Festival. Her retching agony 
spasms and subtler expressions 
add up to just one of many 
bravura performances by South 
Korean actresses in the 21st 
century, but there’s no doubt 
that she puts this year’s budding 
Best Actress Oscar contenders 
to shame. The many chapters 
of Lee’s movie include a Safe- 
like — meaning the 1995 Todd 
Haynes film — passage through 
Christianity in contemporary 
Korea. The director, whose other 
movies include Peppermint 
Candy and Oasis, will be at this 
screening. (Huston) 


7 p.m., $9-$11 

Letterman Digital Arts Center 
Premier Theater 

One Letterman Drive, SF 


(925) 866-9559 
www.sffs.org 


THURSDAY 
JAN. 10 


FILM 


“Odd Reels Night” 

Tonight at the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, Joel Shepard 
presents a 90-minute film made 
from the best of the best mate- 
rial of 60s and ’70s 35mm films 
like Snuff, Love Camp (not as in 
summer, but as in concentra- 
tion), and Sexy Proibitissimo. 
This sounds appealing not only 
because there will probably 

be lots of naked parts, violent 
imagery, and music redolent 
of a Russ Meyer chase scene, 
but also because who wants 

to sit through 90 minutes of 
just one movie? For $5, you get 
a decoupage of skin cinema’s 
most obscure low-budget sex- 
ploitation classics. But don’t 
worry — it’s at the YBCA, so it’s 
art, not porn. (Amy Glasenapp) 


7:30 p.m., $5 

Yerba Buena Center for.the Arts 
Screening Room 

701 Mission 

(415) 978-2700 

www.ybca.org 


MUSIC 


Stanley Clarke 

Here’s how it works: Stanley 
Clarke comes in and lays down 
about 16 bars of clunky slap 
funk. You try to unstick your 
salivating jaw from the floor. 
Clarke walks into your soup and 
sandwich shop. You have pre- 
pared a turkey, cranberry, and 
cream cheese on Dutch crunch 
as an offering minutes before 
his arrival because you could 
feel his frequencies a block and 
a half away. Clarke walks into 
your bank office to take out 

a loan, and you have a blank 
check waiting with a pen so 

he can fill it out himself. Easily 
one of the finest bassists in the 
world, Clarke has worked with 
or played pieces by the fusion, 
funk, and R&B greats, and sim- 
ply put, his playing makes things 
happen. Without the precious 
few bass guitarists like him, the 
instrument would never have 
developed the personality it has 
with today’s players. His stand 
at Yoshi’s SF features Mads 
Tolling on violin, Ruslan Sirota on 
keys, and Ronald Bruner Jr. on 
sticks. (Benedict Sinclair) 


Through Sun/13 
8 p.m., $28; 10 p.m., $24 
Yoshi’s SF 


1330 Fillmore, SF 
(415) 655-5600 
www.yoshis.com 


FRIDAY 
JAN. 11 


MUSIC 


The Dickies 

Since ripping up Los Angeles’ 
underground punk scene when 
it was still in its infancy, the 
Dickies have been one of the 
longest-lasting and most fun 
punk bands to ever hit a stage. 
Their goofy and satiric look at 
society has given us gems like 
“Stukas over Disneyland” and 
“We Aren’t the World,” along 
with a bevy of punked-out 
cover tunes, including Black 
Sabbath’s “Paranoid,” that 
steamroller frenzied audi- 
ences with torrid tempos that 
ensure you won’t stand still for 
long. And who can forget the 
demented, circuslike sounds of 
their theme song for the classic 
*80s horror flick Killer Klowns 
from Outer Space? The camp 
and cheese factor of the track 
about the “nightmare merry- 
go-round” went perfectly with 
the scenes of Bozo’s evil cous- 
ins tossing flesh-melting pies, 
knocking bikers’ blocks off, and 


é , 


trapping hapless victims 
in cotton candy cocoons. 
(Sean McCourt) 


With Count Dante, the B Cups, 
and Sassy 

8 p.m., $15 

Red Devil Lounge 

1695 Polk, SF 

(415) 921-1695 
www.reddevillounge.com 


VISUAL ART/BENEFIT 


“Nothing but Cats and Dogs” 
I’ve always wanted to find some 
way to combine my passion for 
art and my love for animals into 
a great, singular adventure. 

I’ve thought about taxidermy, 
but who wants to vacuum out 
innards for a living? | thought 
about painting dogs playing 
poker, but | found that’s been 
done. What next? Well, if you 
have the same wacky hybrid 
ideas about how to fulfill your 
most grandiose dreams, check 
out “Nothing but Dogs and 
Cats,” where you can support 
local artists, adopt cats from 
the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals on-site, 
and see walls full of beloved 
pets immortalized on canvas. 
Twenty-five percent of the pro- 
ceeds from the art sale go to the 
San Francisco SPCA, the no-kill 


shelter where | found my mutt 
monster, the light of my life. 
(Glasenapp) 


Through Feb. 9 

Reception 6-9 p.m., free 
Market Street Gallery 

1554 Market, SF 
(415).290-1441 
www.marketstreetgallery.com 


MUSIC 


BT 

How do we classify Brian 
Transeau, more popularly known 
as BT? Electronic followers 
recognize him as a founder of 
modern trance, with 1996’s 

Ida (Reprise) and 1997’s ESCM 
(Reprise) receiving plays from 
legends Sasha, Paul Oakenfold, 
and Paul Van Dyk. Pop fans 
might remember him as a col- 
laborator with Britney Spears 
and ‘N Sync and the producer 
of the boy band’s ubiquitous 
track “Pop.” Moviegoers know 
BT’s sounds from action-packed 
blockbusters.Go and The Fast 
and the Furious. Yet 2006's This 
Binary Universe (Digital Sound) 
ditched high-octane simplicity 
to showcase BT’s musical exper- 
tise and well-rounded learning. 
He used a text-based computer 
program to create the spacey 
opening cut, “Everything That 


’ve thought about taxidermy, but who wants 


to vacuum out innards for a living? 


Makes Us Human, Continues,” 
and paid homage to the 

golden ratio with the expansive 
“4.618.” (Kevin Lee) 


9p.m., $15 

Ruby Skye 

420 Mason, SF 
(415) 693-0777 
www.rubyskye.com 


VISUAL ART 


“Detroit” 

A room with no people is by 

no means empty. Katherine 
Westerhout understands this: 
her photographs tap into the 
fact that rooms and architec- 
tural spaces can be seen as 
manifestations of a psyche. In 
fact; this knowledge has been 
magnified in some of her past 
portraits of abandoned psych 
wards. Like San Francisco’s 
Robert Gumpert, Westerhout 
photographs institutional zones 
with a sharp eye. Like the city’s 
R.A. McBride, she makes aban- 
doned places (movie theaters 
in McBride’s case and Motor 
City’s buildings in Westerhout’s 
new show) breathe. The large- 


format photos in Westerhout’s 
“Detroit” are part of a national 
portrait — sometimes printed 
on cloth to form tapestries 

— that doesn’t need a body 
count. (Huston) 


Through Feb. 16 
Reception 6-8 p.m., free 
Electric Works 

130 Eighth St., SF 

(415) 626-5496 
www.sfelectricworks.com 


MUSIC 


The Grannies 

When | first checked out the 
Grannies, | was expecting 

jokey, sophomoric song titles 
like “Don’t Step on My Tits” 
that would match the band’s 
predilection for flamboyantly 
geriatric stage getups and flyer 
art. What | wasn’t expecting was 
a group that pairs its venerable- 
sounding name with infectious, 
soulful punk rock. The Grannies’ 
searing guitar leads express 

the sorrows of our rough- 
and-tumble world as much as 
they mourn the cancellation of 
Matlock, and they stagger into 


buoyant midtempo grooves 
with energy and aplomb. 
They won’t pinch your cheek, 
but they might get you to 
shake your ass cheeks. 

(Ben Richardson) 


With Texas Thieves, Dead Ringers, 
and Unko Atama 

9p.m., $8 

Annie’s Social Club 

917 Folsom, SF 

(415) 974-1585 
www.anniessocialclub.com 


SATURDAY 
JAN. 12 


EVENT 


January Open House 

Sewing is hard, but finding a 
place to learn how shouldn’t be. 
No, this is not a gimmick. It’s 
the January Open House at the 
Sewing Workshop, where you 
can learn to sew as a beginner, 
polish your well-hewn skills, or 
perfect your advanced French 
tailoring. You can learn to alter 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 36 ») 


(1) Blacula soundtrack, 
by Gene Page, (2) What 
Am I Gonna Do, by 
Gloria Scott, and (3) 

The Best of the Love 
Unlimited (see “Page 
One”); (4) Stanley Clarke 
(see Thurs/10); (5) still 
from Devil’s Nightmare, 
playing at “Odd Reels 
Night” (see Thurs/10); (6) 
Belle Isle, by Katherine 
Westerhout, part of 
“Detroit” (see Fri/11); 

(7) the Reaction (see 
Mon/14); (8) the Black 
Heart Procession (see 
Wed/9); (9) poster for 
the Dickies’ Stukas over 
Disneyland (see Fri/11); 
(10) the Grannies (see 
Fri/11); (11) Galileo 
Project, performing at 
“State of Nature: Music 
from the Birth of the 
English Enlightenment” 
(see Sun/13); (12) the Max 
Levine Ensemble (see 
Sun/13) 
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Still from Secret Sunshine 
(see Wed/9). 


PICKS CONT;, 


the puffy pirate shirts you can never 
find in your size, and when people ask, 
“Where’d you get that?” you can be all, 
like, “I made it.” Watch the eyebrows hit 
the ceiling. You can also win door prizes 
such as gift certificates and discounts 
on classes, which regularly range from 
$90 to a whopping $945. Make it your 
New Year’s resolution to learn to sew 
— and do it here. (Glasenapp) 


11a.m.-2 p.m. 

Sewing Workshop 

2010 Balboa, SF 

(415) 221-7397 
www.thesewingworkshop.com 


SUNDAY 
JAN. 13 


MUSIC 


“State of Nature: Music from the Birth 
of the English Enlightenment” 

The era’s alleged intentions aside, 

it’s enlightening in itself to listen to 
vividly rational music. Galileo Project, 
the ensemble currently in residence 

at Berkeley’s MusicSources Center for 
Historically Informed Performances, 
specializes in working early classical 
music into a contemporary multimedia 
framework. Right now they’re explor- 
ing the sonic conditions — the very 
background noise — of 17th-century 
England, focusing on British empiricist 
philosophers Thomas Hobbes and John 
Locke. This program’s magnified his- 
torical lens includes work by baroque 
composers William Lawes, Matthew 
Locke, and the queen’s own Henry 
Purcell. Check out MusicSources and 
its various period instruments after the 
presentation. (Sinclair) 


5 p.m., $18 

MusicSources: Center for Historically 
Informed Performances 

1000 the Alameda, Berk. 

(510) 528-1685 
Www.musicsources.org 


MUSIC 


The Max Levine Ensemble 
Ditty is a belittling word, a.cute- 


sounding younger sibling to big-vowel - 


grown-up coinages like tune and jam. 
This notwithstanding, Washington 
DC’s the Max Levine Ensemble have 


band of baby-faced punk journeymen 
has been playing the basements and 
converted Laundromats of the nation’s 
capital since their heady peregrina- 
tions of high school, keeping the songs 
short, rocking, and catchy like cooties. 
With their hard work, perseverance, 
and unflagging dedication to the 
hilarity of songs with names like 
“Poop Farm,” TMLE are ready to tear 
up California. (Richardson) 


With This Bike Is a Pipe Bomb, This Is 
My Fist, Love Songs, and Vena Cava 
5 p.m., $7 

924 Gilman Street Project 

924 Gilman, Berk. 

(510) 525-9926 
www.924gilman.org 


MONDAY 
JAN. 14 


MUSIC 


The Reaction 

One of the most thrillingly adventurous 
punk bands I’ve heard in quite some 
time, local trio the Reaction describe 
themselves in press materials as “the 
Small Faces meets Black Flag”. And 


it’s true! But wait — there’s more: 

on their recently released Right Now 
(Starcleaner), these three spitfires man- 
age to shift effortlessly from snotty 
Mummies-like garage rock (“It’s About 
Time”) to jittery Ex agitprop (“The 
Contract”) to some inspired nods in the 
direction of Wire and the MCS. Then 
there’s “Hello at Last,” a scrappy dance 
number that’s one half mod shimmy, 
one half boot-stompin’ slugfest. 
Vicious! (Todd Lavoie) 


With the Dead Westerns and Static Mind-Fi 
9 p.m., $5 

Elbo Room 

647 Valencia, SF 

(415) 552-7788 

www.elbo.com 


The Guardian’s listings deadline is two weeks 
prior to our Wednesday publication date. To sub- 
mit an item for consideration, please include the 
title of the event, a brief description of the event, 
date and time, venue name, street address, city, 
telephone number readers can call for more 
information, telephone number for media, and 
admission costs. Send information to Listings, 
the Guardian Building, 135 Mississippi St., SF, 
CA 94107; fax to (415) 487-2506; or e-mail (no 
text attachments, please) to listings@sfbg.com. 
Digital photos may be submitted in jpeg format; 
the image must be at least 240 dpi and four 
inches by six inches in size. 


LOCAL ARTIST 

Deborah Oropallo 

TITLE Baby Blue 

THE STORY “| use the 
computer as the tool, but 
painting is the language of 
deliberation that is running 
through my head.” 
BACKGROUND The San 
Francisco artist received a 
National Endowment for the 
Arts Award in 1991. In 2007 
she had solo exhibitions at 
Pulliam Deffenbaugh Gallery 
in Portland, Ore., Greg Kucera 
Gallery in Seattle, and Scott 
White Contemporary Art’in 
San Diego. 

SHOW “Deborah Oropallo: 
Guise,” Jan. 11—Feb. 15. 
Opening reception Fri/11, 
6-9 p.m., with live music by 
Virgil Shaw. Mon.-Fri., 9 a. 
m.—5 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-— 

5 p.m. Gallery 16, 501 Third 
St., SF. (415) 626-7495, 


www.gallery16.com 


ticketmaster (408) 998-TIXS (415) 421-TIXS © (510) 625-TIXS © (925) 685-TIXS 
Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. 
Tickets subject to applicable ser vice fees. 


WEB SITE www.deborah 
oropallo.com 


perfected the art of the ditty — which 
| note with undiluted respect. This 
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2284 Shattuck Ave 
Berkeley (at Bancroft) 
510.548.1159 


LIVE SALSA & DANCE LESSONS 


IT'S THE JOINT 
= W/ DY'S HEADNODIC & RAASHAN AHMAD 
NEW & CLASSIC HPHOPSOOLDANCEHALLFUNK 
FREE WITH STUDENT ID! 


GREASE TRAPS 


MOPHONO 
D) RIDDM 


“ANGEL MAGIK” 
DY'S JAH KNO, VIER & MORE 
SOCK, REGGAE. HP HOP 


KING OF KINGS 
= W/DV'S SMOKE ONE JRIE DOLE & DOOGIE 
REGGAE, DANCEHALL, ROOTS 
8 LOVERS ROCK 


EVERY WEEK —. 
TUE: KARAOKE - 8PM SIGN UPS/ $2 COVER 
COMING UP <—__—_—_—_ 
JAN 18TH - OH-NO & ZEPH & AZEEM 

JAN 25TH - BAYONICS 


www.ticketweb.com 
www.shattuckdownlow.com 


NOW JAMMIN’ IN SAN FRANCISCO & OAKLAND 


2ND SATURDAYS 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


JAN 12TH 


404 SIXTH ST. @ HARRISON 
SAN FRANCISCO 415-828-5348 


pike SATURDAYS 
WIN OAKLAND 


JAN hiss 


41408 WEBSTER ST. @ 14TH ST. 
OAKLAND 510-251-0769 


DANCEHALL REGGAE:- SOCA 


WITH BAY AREA’S TOP SOUNDS 
DADDY ROLO- POLO MO’OZ 
Dj TOKS & TNT SOUND STATION 


DOORS OPEN AT (6PM 21 § OVER WITH VALID ID 
DRESS CODE: NO WHITE T-SHIRTS: 


NO TENNIS SHOES'NO BASEBALL CAPS‘NO SPORTS ATTIRE 


www.myspace.com/ReggaeGoldSF 


s-sf.com 
San Francisco 415/522-0333 


333 11th St. btwn. Folsom 


FRI. JAN. 11 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 » $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR 
FAREWELL SHOW 


GRAVES AT SEA 
GREY 


KRIS FORCE (AMBER ASYLUM) WITH 
SIGRID SHEIE (HAMMERS OF MISFORTUNE) 


SAT. JAN. 12 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 © $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 
STUNG trisute 10 tHe Pouce 
LOU DOG TRIO trute 10 susie 


SPIN OUT (CLASSIC ROCKABILLY) 
SUN. JAN. 13 » DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 
TERA MELOS.souno tHe atarm 
FRI JAN. 18 » DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8:30 » $13 ADV. /$13 DOOR 
MATT WHITE. untn sune 


SAT. JAN. 19 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 » $12 ADV. / $12 DOOR 


11TH ANNUAL ONE NIGHT STAND 


FEATURING MEMBERS OF IMMIGRANT, THE LOVEMAKERS, 
CHRIS VON SNEIDERN, PARKER BROTHERS, MAGNIFIED, 
KINGDOM FIRST, OVERWHELMING COLORFAST AND 
CARLOS PERFORMING THEIR FAVORITE COVER SONGS! 


SUN. JAN. 20 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 * $15 ADV. / $15 DOOR 


SWEET AND TENDER HOOLIGANS 


A TRIBUTE TO MORRISSEY AND THE SMITHS 


THE CURSE a revue to rhe cure 


www.musichallsf.com 
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Frarfcisco 415/885-0750 


$13 ADVANCE / $16 DOOR 
THE ENTRANCE BAND 
MARIEE SIOUX: LITTLE WINGS 
= BOB WATSON: DJ ANDY CABIC OF VETIVER 
JAN. 11 + DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 « $15 ADVANCE / $15 DOOR 
“POOR MAN'S WHISKEY prcsers 
DARK SIDE OF THE MOONSHINE 


NAT KEEFE & AARON R REDNER (Hl (HOT BUTTERED RUM) 
& JAMES NASH (THE WAYBACKS) 
SAT. JAN. 12 + DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 * $25 ADVANCE / $25 DOOR 


CABARET WERDALET 


DIRTY MARTINI, GRAVITY f PLAYS FAVORITES, 
VENUS DE MILLE, KALANI KOKONUTS, 
VIENNA LA ROUCE, DELERIUM TREMENS, 
AND MORE! 


THURS, JAN. 17 » DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 * $13 ADVANCE / $13 DOOR 


DAN DEACON 


ULTIMATE REALITY 
HEALTH - KIT 


SAT. JAN. 19 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 * $20 ADVANCE / $20 DOOR 


JGB with MEL’ SEALS 


TUES. JAN. 22 + DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 + $15 ADVANCE / $15 DOOR 


THE BLOW - MIRAH 
HIGH PLACES 


WED. JAN. 23 * DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 * $15 ADVANCE / $15 DOOR 


MIRAH- THE BLOW 
CRYPTACIZE 


All ages always! Great food! Great music! Dinner tickets with reserved seating available-at 
all shows. Limited Seating Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru Fri, & show nights. 
(SI service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimstickets.com and www.gamhtickets.com, all Tickets.com outlets 800/225-2277 
For tickets by fax info. call 415/255-0333 (Slim's) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) « Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices 
All ticket sales are final—no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled & 


We do Business Cards. 


Business Cards? 


4by6.com prints high-quality, full-color Business Cards 
in a range of finishes. Try our exclusive Satin finish— 
it feels really, really nice and helps you make a perfect 


first impression. 


Check out our prices... 4/1 4/4 


4by6.com? 


_100 Business Cards $85 $120 


250 Business Cards $90 $125 


500 Business Cards _ $95 $130, 


1,000 Business Cards $160 _$190 


Visit www.4by6.com for more prices and quantities. 


4by6.com is the leading online postcard printing system. 
Our award-winning website enables you to order, print 
and proof high-quality postcards and business cards 
without leaving your seat. 


Satin Get a free 4by6.com Sample Kit. 

$130 The 4by6.com Sample Kit includes examples of all our 
$135 card sizes and finishes, useful printing tips, and a color 
$140. calibration tool to help you get perfect results every time. 
$200 Go to www.4by6.com and click Order a Sample Kit. 


. 4by6.com 
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: INDEPENDENT 


www.theindependentsf.com 


THU JAN {7th 
Recinsseseeniaiiitan =a 


FRI 1.18/ DOORS 8:30PM/ $12 ADV+$14 DOOR 
LICHENS 


SAT 1.19/ DOORS 8:30PM/ $15 
EXCLUSIVE PREMIERE OF GRANT WASHBURN'S SURF FILM 


QUEST FOR FEAR 


WITH A LIVE PEFORMANCE BY 
THE MERMEN 


TUE 1,22/ DOORS 7:30PM/ $15 


BEN KENNEY oncvsus) 
DJ KILMORE (NcuBus) 


WED 1.23/ DOORS 7:30PM/ $20 ADV $22 DOOR 
GUITAR PLAYER MAGAZINE PRESENTS 


FEAT LESLIE WEST, CORKY LAING, & RICHIE SCARLET 


FRI 1,25/ DOORS 8:30PM/ $17 


SEAN HAYES 
JT & THE CLOUDS 
SAT 1.26/ DOORS 8:30PM/ $12 


AU REVOIR SIMONE 
LOQUAT 
"SUN 2.27/ DOORS 7:30PM/ $22. 
TIM FINN 
MIRANDA LEE RICHARDS 
TUE 4.29/ DOORS 6:30PM/ $16 ADV- $18 DOOR 


MR. LIF 
& THE PERCEPTIONISTS 
RADIOACTIVE 
WED 1,30/ DOORS 7:30PM/ $14 


GRACE POTTER 


TIEDYE KEITH WITH TONY LINDSAY (SANTANA) & THE NOCTURNALS 


628 Divisadero St. at Hayes, San Francisco / Tickets: TICKETWEB.COM & 866.468.3399 
or at Box Office, Monday - Friday 14AM - SPM (10 PM on show nights) 
Info: 415.771.1421 / All Shows 21+ / General Admission / Extremely Limited Seating 


ANOTHER PLA PLANET ENTERTAINMENT : APEconcerts.com 
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oakland 


SAN FRANCISCO 


WED/JAN/9 be: 
ROY HARGROVE | 
QUINTET 


WED/JAN/3 


ANDY BEY 


THU/JAN/10 = SUN/JAN/13 


ROY HARGROVE 


QUINTET 
THU/JAN/10 - SUN/JAN/13 
ASS LEGEND 
STANI LEY MON/JAN/14 
CLARKE HOWARD WILEY & 
: THE ANGOLA PROJECT 


featuring Faye Carol 
MON/JAN/14 - WED/JAN/16 


BOBBY 
HUTCHERSON 


with Russel! Malone, Joe Gilman, Dwayne 
Burno & Eddie Marshall 


TUE/JAN/15 


ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL 
JAZZ BAND 


WED/JAN/16 - THU/JAN/17 
DAVID HIDALGO 
& LOUIE PEREZ 
OF LOS LOBOS: 
STORIES & SONGS 


THUJIAN/17 ~ SUN/JAN/20 


mS) BILL FRISELL TRIO 


featuring Joey Baron and Tony Scherr 


FRI/JAN/18 - SUN/JAN/20 


MON/JAN/21 BOBBY 
THE BRUBECK HUTCHERSON 
B ROTH ERS QUARTET with Bussell Malone, Joe Gilman, Dwayne 
with Mike DeMicco & Chuck Lamb el tea dala 
MON/JAN/21 
S COREY HARRIS & 
“CHRIS BOTTI THE 5x5 BAND 
TUE/JAN/22 
SRS HAWAIIAN SLACK 
MYRA MELFORD- KEY GUITAR FESTIVAL 
MARTY EH R LICH DU re) featuring Cyril Pahinui, Dennis Kamakahi & George Kahumoku 
? & TRIO M WED/JAN/23 - THU/JAN/24 
ity Ehleh a eld CYRUS 
CHESTNUT 


* i } 


TUE/JAN/29 - SUN/FEB/3 


FRI/JAN/25 - SUN/JAN/27 
CASA ~«—-s MARK HUMMEL'S BLUES 
HARMONICA BLOW OUT 
with John Mayall, Kenny Neal, Fingers Taylor & 
nicht ase Lazy Lester and the Blues Survivors 
THE ROBERT STEWART ; 
EXPERIENCE 
£390 FILLMORE $10 EMBARCADERO WEST 
415.655.5600 $10.238.3200 


ROE OEOR OE OR OROROR OEY 


if ani 


BD eKore 


m THE MAARONES 
BJ WALLY 2 TONE 


door 8334 


$8. GAST OF THOUSANDS 


1/1h WILSON GIL AND THE WILLFUL SinNeRS 
‘THE TROUBLE WITH MONKE1S:OL' CHEEBKY BASTARDS 


TN TEENAGE HARLETS 


WHITE BARONS @DEAD CITY ROCKERS 


it ne. HE BLAKES 


MAGIC BULLETS ¢THE BLACKS 


il ANXIOUS ME 


1/19 pee axpout. vccoRy DRVESTAPANESE TENELRY 
Sun TWO LEFT FEET 
1/207WO SECONDS » THE AUDIOPHILES 
www.bottomofthehill.com 


advance bottomottheti Leum/cendact eh 


f LAW $ HOUNDS 


trash pop culture news, notes, and reviews 


Bad to the (funny) bone 


HELLA SKETCHY Stop acting 
like you don’t love bad movies. 
Me, I'll go to the mat for Point 
Break or Reign of Fire any day 

of the week. This is why I feel a 
kinship with Michael J. Nelson, 
formerly of Mystery Science 
Theater 3000 and currently of 
RiffTrax.com, which peddles 
Nelson’s downloadable commen- 
taries for more than 50 snark- 
worthy movies and TV shows. 
A past favorite at SF Sketchfest, 
“Riff Trax Live!” invades the 
Castro Theatre_as part of this 
year's fest, with MST3K vets 
Nelson, Kevin Murphy, and Bill 
Corbett taking on the notorious 
Plan 9 from Outer Space. I got 
Nelson on the phone for a pre- 
grave-robbin”-aliens chat. 


SFBG You're showing the colorized 
version of Plan 9, whose DVD has 
your commentary track. Will the 
live show have different jokes? And 
how many times have you seen the 
movie? 

MICHAEL J. NELSON Some 
of the [jokes] will remain the 
same, but most of [them] will 
change. I’ve probably only seen 
[the movie] all the way through 
about 10 times, but each time 
through, it takes hours and hours, 
so it adds up to 100 times or 
something. 


SFBG Don’t you get sick of it? 
MJN The craft of the joke 
writing is what I love and what 
energizes me. Also, when you 
become so familiar with a movie 
— it’s weird — it’s almost like 
seeing the movie at a different 
level. There are some movies that 
I couldn’t take that with — bad 
movies that are just bad and bor- 
ing. And Plan 9 is one of those 
that’s obviously stood the test of 
time because it’s funny-bad. Most 
bad movies are not funny-bad. 
They're just bad — grinding, 
horrible bad. 


“All you of Earth are idiots!”: Kevin Murphy, Michael J. 


Nelson, and Bill Corbett of “RiffTrax Live!” ponder the 
particular genius of Ed Wood’s Plan 9 from Outer Space. 


PHOTO BY JAKUB MOSUR 


SFBG How would you define a 
good-bad movie? 

MJN It has to be sincere. It has 
to take itself seriously, and then it 
just has to fail in some really silly 
ways, rather than failing in some 
really boring ways — goofy ele- 
ments [like] ridiculous costumes 
or dialogue [that makes] you just 
wonder, how could they have pos- 
sibly written that? 


SFBG Is it ever hard for you to 
watch a movie and not make fun 
of it? 

MJN No, it’s pretty easy. I think 
if youre in the business you do 
tend to be more critical — there 
are people who watch movies, 
just, [like,] “I don’t really care. 

I enjoyed it. I don’t look at it 
critically.” I’ve gotten to the 
point where I respect that view. 
I just happen not to be one of 
those people. I watch and I’m 
hypercritical. But when the 
movie is good I have no problem 
enjoying it. 


THE MIX 


(1) Breaking New Year’s resolutions 


(2) Worshipping a high-def Simone Signoret in Army of Shadows 


(3) Hot shots of Lemonade at Tormenta Tropical, Rickshaw Stop 


(4) Rentecca bent over backward, Trans Am 


(5) Braving torrential rain to see Black Cobra, Hemlock 


SFBG Do you think MST3K 
influenced audiences to heckle the 
screen? 

MJN I think it encouraged 
people in what they already did, 
which was get together in groups 
and watch these cultish movies. 
Or to interact when things like 
Batman and Robin come along, 
where your only recourse is to 
shout back at the screen: In gen- 
eral, though, I think people did 
it in a party atmosphere — we 
always said, “Don't go to the the- 
ater and do it!” 


SFBG What are the elements of 
newer good-bad movies, like recent 
Rifftrax.com selection 3002 

MJN I think the excesses of 
modern movies have become the 
funny thing — the thing that 
makes you laugh is the way that 
they calculate how they think 
they can get a reaction from you. 
It’s sort of a cynical act: “Let's 
figure out exactly what the aver- 
age guy would like, and let’s just 
give it to him in giant doses.” 
They try to entertain the living 
hell out of you, and when they 
fail it’s kind of funny. 

(Cheryl Eddy) 


RIFFTRAX LIVE! 
Jan. 17, 9 p.m., $25 
Castro Theatre 

429 Castro, SF 
www.ticketweb.com 


SF SKETCHFEST 

Jan. 10-27 

See Web site for program info 
www.sfsketchfest.com 


HORSESHOE 
TAVERN 


THE “NON-MARINA” MARINA BAR! 


WHEN HOOKERS & SPEED JUST AIN'T DOIN’ IT NO MORE 
¢ 1 HUGE SCREEN 


¢ 15 BEERS ON TAP 
¢ SATELLITE SPORTS ¢ ASS-KICKIN’ JUKE BOX 
¢ 2 POOL TABLES ¢ 4 TELEVISIONS 


2024 CHESTNUT STREET, SF 415.346.1430 
_WWW.HORSESHOETAVERNSE COM 


FI III II IIIA AIASASASASACSIACABCACACK 
x BEST SPORTS BAR IN This CIy ad 


> 4 * 
° it 
* NFL Playoffs}! Hs 
* + NBA & NHL Coverage * 
* * 
ee + College Hoops/College Football * 
* + 20 T¥s/2 Big Screens/HDTV * 
* * 
ie « Happy Hour 4~7pm Specials M-F y 
* EST, 1988 « SF BAY GUARDIAN “Best of” WINNER * 
* * 
iN 2259 Polk (at Green St.) (415)775-4287 7 


2.2. &.O. &.&.& &.o.&.&.&.0.6,6.2,. 0,4. 9.0,0.0.0. 


KALA 
90.7 FM 


KFI¢ 


Tune in online at 
kfjc.org/netcast 


THU, 1/10 AT 1:PM 
Bill Frisell 


SAT, 1/12 AT 4:PM 
The Atomic Bomb 
Audition 


SAT, 1/19 AT 4:PM 
Interstellar Grains 


SAT, 1/26 AT 4:PM 
James Goode 


MON, 1/28 AT 2:PM 
Health 


SAT, 2/2 AT 4:PM 
Polly Moller & Co. 


SAT, 2/9 AT 4:PM 
Phroq 


WED, 2/13 AT 3:PM 
The Mumiers 


For more details, | 
call (650) 941-2500 | 
or go to kfjc.org | 
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The rain may have stopped, but music industry storms persist: Zion I’s Amplive (left) caught a cease and 

desist letter from Radiohead’s publisher after his In Rainbows remixes began proliferating online. With luck 
and a listen by Radiohead themselves this week, his Rainydayz Remixes will be distributed, free of charge, 
once again. He appears with Zion I at the Independent on Jan. 12, which also sees shows with, er, indie rock 
comedian and proud deli worker Mary Van Note (top center), reemerging songstress Rickie Lee Jones (top right), 
guitar-tweakin’ David Daniell (bottom center), and Kill Rock Stars warbler Thao Nguyen (bottom right). 


Rain on me 


By Kimberly Chun 
> kimberly@sfbg.com 


SONIC REDUCER How can two 
goods get mashed so 
bad? How can an act 

of generosity get 

so twisted? What 

sort of storm hath 
Radiohead wrought? 

And in an age of easy 

digital reproduction and reappro- 
priation, a mashup era, what kind 

of rights do listeners have regarding 
music disseminated, seemingly so 
freely, online — namely, the United 
Kingdom band’s In Rainbows album? 
Why can't hip-hop and indie rock 
values segue together as gracefully, 
as artfully, as Oakland DJ-producer 
Amplive’s trip-hop-tinged remix of 
“Nude,” a suturing together of his 
group Zion I’s “Don’t Lose Ya Head” 
and Radiohead’s ethereal hum, with 
classic Yay touches of Too $hort? 

This fall Radiohead released 

their In Rainbows as a pay-what-you- 
will download, allowing listeners 
to grab the sounds for free if they 
chose and inspiring Amplive to 
remix their music as a measure of 
his admiration. The gesture conjures 
Dangermouse’s hybrid hijack of Jay- 
Z’s The Black Album (Roc-A-Fella, 
2003) and the Beatles’ The Beatles 
(Apple, 1968), otherwise known as 


“The White Album,” for his Grey 
Album (2004), though Amplive went 
as far as to get contributions from 
Del Tha Funkee Homosapien and 
Jurassic 5’s Chali2na. 

“T just did it to do it, and I love 
the In Rainbows album — it was just 
tight!” Amplive told me on the phone 
this week from the East Bay. “And 
especially in this age, with-.remix 
culture, a lot of people do them. I just 
did the same. I just wanted to do a 
hip-hop version of their stuff, and I 
guess I underestimated what would 
happened. It just took off.” 

Word spread, and listeners 
urged Amplive to remix the entire 
In Rainbows, a project he dubbed 
Rainydayz Remixes. As news arrived 
of the producer's plans to give away 
the remix album free of charge 
online on Jan. 10 to those who had 
already downloaded In Rainbows 
or supported a Radiohead-favored 
charity, Friends of the Earth, the 
forces that be — i.e., Radiohead 
publisher Warner/Chappell 
— moved to put a stop to the fun 
and games, tribute or no tribute. 
Amplive had received 3,000 orders 
when, a few weeks ago, he was sent 
a cease and desist letter stating that 
he needed to get approval “before 
making arrangements of other writ- 
ers’ work, especially if you have 
plans to commercially exploit the 
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arrangements/remixes or make them 
publically available.” 

Preferring not to get into a legal 
battle royal and instead appealing to 
Radiohead online via a video posted 
on his MySpace page, Amplive 
decided to put the project on hold. 
Meanwhile Gigwise.com spoke to 
Radiohead’s manager Bryce Edge on 
Jan. 7; he claimed the issue was the 
use of an image of Thom Yorke to 
promote Rainydayz Remixes, which 
implied the Radiohead frontman 
was involved in the project, and that 
management had a problem with 
fans being asked to forward their In 
Rainbows purchase e-mail in order 
to receive a free remix LP, which he 
described as “a bit naughty!” “To be 
honest, I’m not sure the band have 
even heard [the remixes],” Edge con- 
tinued, adding they will meet Jan. 8 
to discuss the matter. 

Perhaps Edge and company need 
to take a cue from “Don’t Lose Ya 
Head”’s verses. Amplive told me he 
hadn't used Radiohead images to pro- 
mote Rainydayz and instead pointed 
to music blogs like Hood Internet, 
which regularly splices together pho- 
tos of mashed artists. One wonders if 
Radiohead’s suits have scoped out the 
other mashups on that specific site 
(Eve and Thom together at last!) and 
whether they're aware of how hypo- 
critical the group appears in putting 
the kibosh on free remixes — from 
which Amplive stands to gain nothing 


apart from praise for his production 
skills — for what appeared to bea 
free recording. There's little talk these 
days about the other Black Album 
remixes spawned by the tracks Jay-Z 
freely released: maybe those reworks 
failed to capture critics’ imaginations. 
Amplive’s remixes have caught listen- 
ers’ ears, making him the beneficiary, 
and victim, of too much positive press. 
After being hailed as both vision- 
ary and realistic in their release of 
In Rainbows, Radiohead stand only 
to get a public relations black eye 
from this entire affair, and perhaps 
Amplive — who is working on Zion 
I’s new CD — simply made the 
mistake of doing deft work and get- 
ting more attention for it, from The 
New York Times among others, than 
some kid chopping beats on his PC 
in Pinole. “I just hope Radiohead lis- 
tens to [the Rainydayz Remixes] and 
thinks, “This is pretty tight. As long 
as it’s free, let 'em do it,” the humble 
Amplive said. “I definitely didn’t 
want to disrespect their management 
and infrastructure. I did it totally out 
of support and love for the group and 
the music. And it could give them a 
different kind of exposure — not that 
they need any help!” srec 


ZION | 

Sat/12, 9 p.m., $20-$22 
Independent 

628 Divisadero, SF 
www.theindependentsf.com 


MUSIC WITH A SIDE OF 
MAYORAL POKES 


Mary Van Note has it made: in 
addition to hosting two nights 

of the San Francisco Sketchfest 
at the Hemlock Tavern, the local 
comedian and mistress of the 
monthly “Comedy, Darling” show 
at Edinburgh Castle (the next is 
Feb, 6) was recently tapped to 
make shorts for the independent 


> Film Channel, thanks to her online 


videos. Too bad the Gav had to 
ruin everything. “The videos were 
going to be about me getting a 
date with Gavin Newsom, and just 
the other day | saw he’s getting 
married,” Van Note says. “Now it’s 
going to be about me breaking up 
his marriage.” 

Jues/15 and Jan. 22, 8:30 p.m., 
$10. Hemlock Tavern, 11314 Polk 
St., SE. www.hemlocktavern.com 


DAVID DANIELL 

The San Agustin guitarist, onetime 
Thurston Moore collaborator, and 
Douglas McCombs cohort works 

a vein of electronic and acoustic 
composition and improvisation. 
With Tom Carter, Donovan Quinn, 
and Barn Owl. Wed/9, 9:30 p.m., 
$12. Cafe du Nord, 2170 Market, 
SF. www.cafedunord.com 


NEVER HEALED 

Thrash like those eardrums never 
quite stopped bleeding. With Skin 
like Iron and Grace Alley. Sat/12, 
9:30 p.m., $6. Hemlock Tavern, 
41134 Polk, SE. www.hemlocktay- 
ern.com 


THAO NGUYEN 

The Kill Rock Stars starlet hopes 

to make music more than a hobby 
once she graduates from college. 
With Ray’s Vast Basement and the 
Dry Spells. Sat/12, 9:30 p.m., $10. 
Cafe du Nord, 2170 Market, SF. 
www.cafedunord.com 


EMILY JANE WHITE 

The Cat Power-like Bay Area vocal- 
ist waxed hauntingly on her recent 
Dark Undercoat (Double Negative). 
With the Complications and Mylo 
Jenkins. Sun/13, 8 p.m., $6. Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., SF www. 
makeoutroom.com 


RICKIE LEE JONES : 

The many moods of the beat poet- 
ess shift with each performance of 
this intimate, monthlong residency. 
Tues/15, Jan. 22 and 29, and Feb. 
5, 8:30 p.m., $25-$30. Cafe du 
Nord, 2170 Market, SF. www.cafe- 
dunord.com 


The stranger 


Music’s mystery man Jandek 


comes to town 


By Max Goldberg 
> a&eletters@sfbg.com 


Where to begin with Jandek? 
First, a definition: Jandek is a phe- 
nomenon, as plainly uncanny as a 
lightning storm. Then on to the 
facts of the case: initially emerg- 
ing in 1978 with the Ready for the 
House album (Corwood), Jandek 
has since released a steady stream 
of haunting LPs:°51 at last count, 
each talismanic of a cumulative 
mystery. The records originate 
from Corwood Industries, PO Box 
15375, in Houston, a company that 
seems to exist solely to disseminate 
Jandek music. The discs contain no 
supplemental information, and the 
whole enterprise propagates with 
pseudocorporate anonymity — the 
performer is usually invoked as the 
“Representative from Corwood.” 
These inputs are nothing in and 
of themselves, but like a Rubik’s 
Cube, they have become a source 
of tantalizing fascination for a few. 
The music, which ranges from the 
inscrutable to the harrowing, comes 
on like icebergs in the night. The 
first full-lengths (especially 1981's 
Six and Six) lay out the basic Jandek 
sound: immersive death-letter blues, 


unstudied and intense. Misshapen 
chords crumble in his clanking tun- 
ings and obtrusive picking patterns. 
Songs end with the dull thud of a 
stopped tape recorder. 

There have been additions and 
subtractions since this first period: 
a thudding racket of drums on a 
string of releases in the mid-’80s, 
cryptic collaborations (“Nancy 
Sings”), a wonderfully severe 
“breakup” album (1987's Blue 
Corpse), and a short phase of 
unlistenable a cappella (2000's 
Put My Dream on This Planet, 
2001’s This Narrow Road, and 
2004's Worthless Recluse). Evaluative 
criteria have been junked, lyrics and 
titles scrambled, and explications 
left unanswered. Even something 
as basic as Jandek’s chronology is 
up in the air: many of his closest 
listeners do not believe the albums 
are released in the same order in 
which they were recorded. 

The covers further channel 
these constantly shifting parameters, 
as well as the intensely desolate 
nature of the Jandek persona. Like 
the recordings, they are pointedly 
unprofessional, evoking the titular 
hero without pinning him down, | 
When the figure does appear, he is 


MUSIC - 


” 


Our man at Corwood: over the course of umpteen self-released albums and one documentary, 


Jandek has done a lot of evolving, from a young mysterion (inset) to a visionary elder (right in left 
photo), performing at South by Southwest in Austin, Texas, with Oakland’s Tom Carter (left in left 
photo) last year. | souTH BY SOUTHWEST PHOTO BY KIMBERLY CHUN 


inevitably alone and dour. Like the 
lyrics, multiple album covers are 
drawn from a single photo session, 
if not from one single photograph 
(2006's What Else Does the Time 
Mean and The Ruins of Adventure). 
Jandek has carved a tremendous 
field of negative space and achieved 
a collusion with his devotees as © 
remarkable, in its way, as the one 
associated with the Grateful Dead. 
As far as dedicated fandom goes, 
Seth Tisue’s annotated Web site 
(tisue.net/jandek) is simply amazing. 


While looking over Tisue’s notes, 
it’s easy to appreciate how much 
the Representative from Corwood 
rocked the boat when he announced 
his first live performances in 2004. 
Thirty shows later, he is making his 
first scheduled West Coast appear- 
ance at the appropriately chaste 
Swedish American Hall. 
Unprecedented perhaps, though 
not necessarily as shocking as it 
might first appear. A proper recluse 
doesn’t want any kind of attention, 
whereas Jandek simply seems to 


want to tightly regulate the flow of 
information. There’s an unexpect- 
edly illuminating moment in a 1985 
phone interview highlighted in the 
Jandek on Corwood documentary 
(2003) when Jandek confesses he 
only decided to go on with his proj- 
ect after Ready for the House received 
a good notice from now defunct OP 
magazine. Is it such a stretch, then, 
to connect Jandek’s decision to begin 
performing live to the increased 
attention following the film? 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 42 5» 


RESORT RECOLLECTIONS: SWEATING TO MI AMI 


Welcome to Mi Ami — where the only hint of 
tropical exposure is the stifling humidity of an 


all-night dance party. Here in Mi Ami, there are no 


arced palms, hungry crocs, or pesky tourists get- 
ting in the way of all the sheer nastiness shaking 
and stirring about. Within its pulsating realm — a 
world-beat machine of tireless, congalike aero- 
bics — delayed and jangly guitars, dirty bass, 
and skronky electronics fill the dank atmosphere 
as sticky, gyrating bodies press up against one” 
another and ripple to and fro. The sweat beads 
will probably sting your eyeballs, and you might 
even collapse from near exhaustion, but perhaps 
that'll just indicate that your body Is kicking into 
overdrive. At least you'll know the noisesome 


dub punkers of San Francisco’s Mi Ami have put a 


dent in your psyche. ~ 

Daniel Martin-McCormick, the group’s lead 
vocalist and guitarist, confessed to me over the 
phone that his involvement with Mi Ami began as 
a result of his frustrations and technical limita- 
tions as. a musician. Raised in what he described 
as a “very conservative” Washington DC, Martin- 
McCormick spent most of his time there playing 
in punk bands with current Mi Ami bassist Jacob 
Long, one of them the explosive dance-punk 
outfit Black Eyes. After that combo fizzled, the 


discouraged Martin-McCormick — who cited free 


jazz and modern composition as primary motiva- 
tions to advance his guitar playing beyond punk 
rock — relocated to the Bay Area to study clas- 
sical guitar at San Francisco State University in 


January 2005. > 


“At a certain point | felt like | was trying too 
much to fit into a box of what | thought my music 
probably should be and | wasn’t spending enough 
time on it,” he explained. “| started to get into 
free jazz, which had a big impact on me because 
| was thinking, ‘Wow, this is insane,’ and it got me 
thinking, ‘Well, what am | doing with my life?’ 


“Not too many people playing punk are going 
to get beyond three good records, or whatever. 


So | felt | needed to take this a step further and 


start pushing myself in this kind of abstracted, 
rigorous way,” he added. 

After he chanced on Damon Palermo at a 
summer 2006 noise show where they were both 
playing sets, Martin-McCormick said, the two 
agreed that “playing in the improv genre wasn’t 
quite taking us to the plages we were hoping to 
get to.” So the pair decided to start their own 
project together. 

“ld gotten too far away from the original 


feeling of inspiration and more into wanting to 
imitate things | admired but couldn’t necessarily 
play,” Martin-McCormick revealed. “I felt | needed 
to get back to something more personal and was 
listening to a lot of dance music, so | thought, 
“Well, | don’t know if this is a place to stay, but 
it’s a place to start. Here’s a beat — | can at least 
borrow this beat for a second, and maybe that'll 
resuscitate me.’” : 

Since reinserting the beat into their life, Mi 
Ami played the hell out of the Bay Area DJ circuit 
before regrouping and handing bass duties to 
Long this past fall. Martin-McCormick is hopeful 
the band’s White Denim-issued 12-inch debut, 
African Rhythms, will see the light of day before 
Mi Ami embark on an East Coast tour in February, 
but in the meantime this dance party is just get- 


~ ting started. And it will never be the same again. 


(Chris Sabbath) 


MIAMI 
With Short Hair, Planets, and Manacle 


. Sat/12, 9:30 p.m., $5 


Edinburgh Castle e 
950 Geary, SF 

(415) 885-4074 
www.castlenews.com 
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Please Visit 
cafedunord 
.com 


Available for 
Private Rental 


IRD Dinner ‘til 11PM 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9-9:30PM-$12 (EXPERIMENTAL) 
AQUARIUS RECORDS PRESENTS 


DAVID DANIELL 
& TOM CARTER 


DONOVAN QUINN (sKYGREEN LEOPARDS/VERDURE) 
BARN OWL 


THURSDAY JANUARY 10 9:30PM $10 (INDIE) 


FRIDAY JANUARY 11 -9:30PM-S10 (ROCK) 


RECLINER (CD RELEASE PARTY!) 


MITH 
WE ARE | INVISIBLE 
SATURDAY JANUARY 12-9:30PM- $10 (INDIE) 
THAO WITH THE GET DOWN 


STAY DOWN nut rock stars) 
RAY’S VAST BASEMENT 
THE DRY SPELLS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 12-7:30PM-$25 (SONGWRITER) 


ALL AGES- UPSTAIRS AT THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL 


AN EVENING WITH JANDEK 


SUNDAY JANUARY 13-6:30PM-S20 (ROCK) 


GIMME SHELTER CLOTHING DRIVE 
FEATURING: THE ROLANDO 
MORALES GROUP. 


MONDAY JANUARY 14 9:30PM $5 (INDIE) 


RUBIES 
DANA JENSEN (AND more!) 


TUESDAY JANUARY 15-8:, “ately S30 (SONGWRITER) 
SF BAY GUARDIAN PRESEN’ 


AN Seer WITH 
a RICKI 


EACH KE WILL BE UNIQUE AND FOCUS ON A 
DIFFERENT ASPECT OF RICKIE’S CAREER 


THURSDAY JANUARY 17 9:30PM $10 (INDIE) 

THE LOVEMAKERS 

N. LANNON 

ASTRA HEIGHTS 

SATURDAY JANUARY 19-9:30PM-$12 (R&B/SOUL) 
LAVAY SMITH & HER RED 
HOT SKILLET LICKERS 


SUNDAY JANUARY 20-8PM-S10 (FOLK) 


TOM SWAY 
KEVIN WELCH 


MONDAY JANUARY 21-9PM-$10 (INDIE) 


AN nine WITH 
RICKIE 


EACH SHOW WILL BE UNIQUE AND Focus 
ON A DIFFERENT ASPECT OF RICKIE’S CAREER 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 23-7:30PM-$15 (SONGWRITER) 
INGRID MICHAELSON 


THURSDAY JANUARY 24 9:30PM $10 (INDIE) 


THE LOVEMAKERS 
ELEPHONE 


THE FRAIL 
RYKARDA PARASOL 


AND THE TOWER RAVENS 
MELLOWDRON 
EXCUSES FOR SKIPPING 


—— 
SATURDAY JANUARY 26-9:30PM-$12 (INDIE-ELECTRO) 
WHITE WILLIAMS 


EATS TAPES 
BRIDEZ 


SUNDAY JANUARY 27 - 8PM-S10 (SONGWRITER) 
AMOEBA MUSIC PRESENTS: 


2170 Market Street * 415.861.5016 
Box Office Now Open for Phone Sales ONLY 
Mon-Fri, 2-6pm 


Tadank C uisit 
“An exceptional dining and 
entertainment venue by y 
cosmopolitan standar 


Sun-Thu: Available for special events 
Fri-Sat: Dinner & Cocktails 5pm-1am 
Fridays: Live R&B Bands 8pm-1 1pm, 
followed by DJ/Dancing 
Saturdays: DJ/ Dancing:R&B/ Hip-Hop 


Fri Jan 1] 
Lenny Williams 


Fri Jan 18 


Mia Zuniga 


Fri Jan 25 
Russell Taylor 


Fri Jan 31 
The Phantom Family Halo 
La Otracina 
Damon & The Heathens 
Mute Socialite 
(Rock/Metal Night) 


Saturdays: 
DJ/Dancing 
9pm - 2am 
(R&B, Soul, Funk, Reggae, 
Hip Hop) 


341-13th St., 
Oakland, CA 94612 
510-839-6169 
_ www.maxwellslounge.com 


STORK 
CLUB 


MUSIC 
*-! ROCK &ROLL © OAKLAND 
2330 TELEGRAPH AVE. 
OAKLAND, CA 94612 
(510) 444-6174 


Wed I/9 
CREEPSHOW PRESENTS: 


SOUL BROKER 
BLACK GASOLINE 
AGAINST THE GRAIN 
Thu 1/10 

STORK CLUB SPECIAL GUESTS! 
CALL FOR MORE INFO! 

Fri 1/1 

NUTS & BOLTS 


CD RELEASE PARTY W/ 

SORE THUMBS 
MASSACRE TIME 

THE BLAMESHIFTERS 
Sat 1/12 

BANDA NEWSENSE 
7.Y.0.B.G 


Tue 1/15 

INSTANT ASSHOLE w, 

NEUTRAL BOY 

FOUTH YEER FRESH- 

MAN 

WHITE FUDGE 
*°JOANNGRAWKMOM.COM 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: 
WWW.STORKCLUBOAKLAND.COM 
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39 NEW MONTGOMERY ST. S.F. 
$2 PBR’s ON TAP 
$5 WELL DRINK SPECIALS EVERYDAY 


THURSDAY JAN 10 

MIKE THERIEAU BAND 
(MEMS. OF DAVE GLEASON’S 
WASTED Days, LOVED ONES) 
8PM NO COVER 


FRIDAY JAN Ti 


WALTY 
w/ CLAY BELL BAND 
9PM $5 


SATURDAY JAN 12 
IF EVER 


W/ DEATHAT 
9PM $5 


FRIDAY JAN 18 
KALEIDOSCOPE 


OUR MONTHLY SOUL/ 
GARAGE DANCE PARTY! 
DJs CARLOS, MAJOR SEAN & DR 


SATURDAY JAN 19 


JULIE MEYERS 
W/ TRUE MAGRIT 


9pm $5 & ‘ 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE re 


FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS 
WWwW.HOUSEOFSHIELDS.COM 


Hours: M-F 2PM—2AM 
SAT 7PM-2AM CLOSED SUN 


2 ee 


ROOM 
San Francisco, California 


406 Clement St. 
rock-it-room.com 


Thursday, January 0 
8pm, $1 0advance/$15door 


EMERGENZA MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2008! 


Friday, January Il 
8pm, $10advance/$1 5door 


EMERGENZA MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2008! 


Saturday, January I2 
8pm, $1 0advance/$1 5door 


EMERGENZA MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2008! 


Tuesday, January [5 


9pm, free admission 


OPEN STAGE 
AT ROCKIT ROOM! 
ALL BANDS/ 

SOLO ARTISTS WELCOME 
SOUND TECH, DRUM KIT 
AND AMPS PROVIDED 
*SIGN-UPS AT 8:30PM 
Wednesday, January I6 
9pm, $8 
THE ACTORS 
(CD RELEASE PARTY) 
THE TENDER BOX 
AND GUESTS 


415-387-6343 
www.fock-it-room.com 


Ashkenaz 


Music a Dance Community Center 


WORLD BLUES/NEO-SOUUREGGAE 
BASS CULTURE REVUE 
with Moraima, Nez B, Rusty Zinn, 
Jennifer Jolly, RazorBlade, 

Gary Nelson, Abdul Waheed 


THU 1/10 =KLEZMER 

8:30pm RED HOT CHACHKAS 

$10 CD release party for “Spice It Up!” 
7:30 pm Yiddish dance lesson 
with Bruce Bierman 


FRI 1/11 CELTIC/GRATEFUL DEAD 
9:00pm WAKE THE DEAD 
$15 Dead songs Celtic-style by all-star band 


SAT 4742 TRADITIONAL CUBAN 
fe TITO Y SU SON 
DE CUBA 
8:30 pm Cuban dance lesson 


FLAMENCO 

FLAMENCO OPEN STAGE 
with Roberto & Alicia Zamora, 
David Gutierrez, La Margarita 


CAJUN/ZYDECO 

TOM RIGNEY & FLAMBEAU 
8:00 pm Cajun/Zydeco dance 
lesson with Chery! McBride 


"30s & '40s SWING 
SWING FEVER 


7:30 pm swing dance lesson 


THU 1/17. CAJUN/ZYDECO 

9:00pm  BEAUSOLEIL AvEC 

$20 MICHAEL DOUCET 
8:00 pm Cajun/Zydeco dance 
lesson with Dana DeSimone 


1/48 NATIVE ELEMENTS, DUB FX, FAYA 
1/19 SHIMSHAI+ JAGADAMBE ~ 1/20 ASHEBA 
BERKELEY’S HOME FOR WORLD 

MUSIC AND DANCE SINCE 1973 

1317 eae Pablo Ave. at Gilman (510)525-5054 
om Calendar, advance tickets, 

information: Ashkenaz.com 

ALLAGES, ALL THE TIME 


3223 MISSION btw FAIR & 29th Sts 
CALL US: 415.550.69.94. 


HAPPY HOUR M-F S-8PM 1§ OFF ALL DRINKS 


FOR KARAOKE HAPPY HOUR! 
WITH BRITPOP BILLEM EVERY MONDAY 6PM - 9PM_ 
GOD-SUHI SUSHI ROCK HAPPY HOUR WEDS 6-9PM 
FRESH SUSHI + ROCK N’ ROLL + 2$ JAPANESE BEER ON TAP 
aise find us online at: www.myspace.com/theknockoutst 
WEDNESDAY JAN. 9 109M 5$ SKULL KONTROL PRESENTS 
THE SESS + THE MUSLIMS + THE PRAYERS + 
DJ's MARIO ORDUNO, SIR CHARLES & BRANDON WELCHEZ 


BINGOTOPIA BY BASS! 
“THE BEST BINGO GAME IN TOWN! 


ONAL * HITS 
GLOBAL GO GO & UNIVERSAL BOOGIE WITH Dj'S 
___ SPECIAL LORD B & MISS PICHPOCKET 
FRIDAY JAN. 11 10PM 36 
KK MIGHT OF THE OLDIES 
SATURDAY JAN. 
CLOSED FOR PRIVATE EVENT 


3k LONELY TEARDROPS DOO WOP NIGHT 4 
with dj's DANIEL, GARETT, DESIGNATED D & 
DX THE FUNKY GRANPA * THE ONLY DOO WOP 

DANCE PARTY 


MONDAY JAN. 14 10°M 

THE WORLD FAMOUS DONUTS DISCO PARTY! 

* WITH RESIDENT Dj MISS PICKPOCKET & * 
SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE ADDED 


UNK ROCK OUBLE ‘FEATURE. with music by 
TOP TEN + BUZZER + 25 OUT THE DOOR & 
DJ BRAIN DEAD DAVE + 25 PROHIBITION ALE. 
+ D] WHATSHISFUCK, DULCINEA & MYSTIC LADY 
SPIN PUNK GEMS @ THE ARGUS LOUNGE A BLOCK 


ThE DANIEL JOHNSTON BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE SHOW 
TUESDAY JAN, 22 10PM with MC UNI. & HER UKELELE 
OTHERS COVERING DANIEL’S MUSIC! 


“LEAD ME NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 
1 CAN FIND THE WAY MYSELF." ~ RITA MAE BROWN 


MUSIC 


Jandek conr,, 


Regardless, any fears that Jandek 
would be sacrificing his essence have 
been allayed by the fiery quality of 
the concerts. He pens a new set of 
lyrics for each, performing the com- 
positions with an unfamiliar nest of 
collaborators plucked from the local 
experimental music community. San 
Francisco is especially rich in this 
regard, and two of the area's best 
will fall into Jandek’s orbit Jan. 12: 
Ches Smith (Xiu Xiu, Good for 
Cows) is marked down for drums 
and Tom Carter (Charlambides, 
Badgerlore) for bass. 

Carter wrote to me about a pre- 
vious experience playing with the 
Representative from Corwood, “It 
was one of the heaviest playing situ- 
ations of my life. He didn’t demand 
much specifically from the other 
musicians, but there was definitely 
a sense that there was something he 
wanted, and that if you didn’t figure 
it out yourself, it was on your head if 
the performance fell flat.” 

The shows may last longer than 
the records, but this seems less of 
an issue when you acknowledge 
the elastic, architectural quality of 
the music. The recordings, in any 
event, are an apt preparation for the 
appearances, as they too seem to 
unfold in stuttering real time. After 
we listen, our throats are dried out, 
our blinking irregular, and it seems 
the preceding minutes have passed 
through a dark star. We do not ask 
for music to move us like this, but 
once it does it is hard to imagine 
anything else. 

Some fans think the perfor- 
mances and recent spike in releases 
indicate that the Representative 
from Corwood has retired from his 
day job. Regardless of whether he 
has, he’s certainly earned the right 
to embrace his artist self. Whether 
we choose to visit his terrain or 
keep away is inconsequential next 
to the fact that Jandek is undeniably 
there. Insofar as this body of work 
represents the buzzing strangeness 
lurking just behind the flecked 
curtains of everyday Americana, 
the Representative from Corwood 
is on a track similar to that of 
Thomas Pynchon or David Lynch. 
Ever inscrutable and increasingly 
undeniable, the Jandek discography 
has somehow wormed its way onto 
the map. srec 


JANDEK 

Sat/12, 7:30 p.m., $25 
Swedish American Hall 
2170 Market, SF 
(415) 861-5016 
www.cafedunord.com 
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THE MAGNETIC FIELDS 
Distortion 
(Nonesuch) 


Don’t mistake Stephin Merritt for 
the softheaded coots he rhapso- 
dizes about in “Old Fools.” Now nine 
albums into the Magnetic Fields’ 17- 
year-old reclamation project of 80s 
synth pop — and issuing his most 
dissonant dispatch to date with 


Distortion — the man and his music — 


still blister with spite and smarts. 
The noise especially foregrounds 
the continuing cognitive dissonance 
between Merritt’s sweet ’n’ sour 
sentiments and the fried circuits 
of his damaged pop, equal parts 
swipes and feints (the one-two jab of 
“Three-Way” and “California Girls”), 
cantankerous complaints (“Please 
Stop Dancing”), and the odd distort- 
ing, dissembling avoidance tactic 
(barroom sing-along “Too Drunk to 
Dream”), designed to duck those 
zombie boys and snap Mr. Mistletoes. 
Merritt might claim he just calls it 
like he sees it — and true to the title, 
all of Distortion’s sprightly melodies 
come clad in gently hissing walls of 
noise, whistling feedback, and clang- 
ing beats that sound like Jesus’ trash 
can being knocked over repeatedly 
by Phil Spector’s rats. The effect 
might come off as (soul-)crushing 
to some — though songs like “Till 
the Bitter End,” which plays off the 
sobbing melodrama of Japan’s Enka 
pop ballads, glisten tearily through 
the metal machine music. Cry if you 
must, but pop, Merritt seems to 
insist, will always be mediated by 
history and transmitted through crap 
speakers, aurally harshing our mel- 
low even as it soothes with struc- 
tural resolution. If only love were 
as simple. (Kimberly Chun) 


THE MAGNETIC FIELDS 

Feb. 28-29, 8 p.m., $30 
Herbst Theatre 

War Memorial Veterans Bldg., 
401 Van Ness, SF 
www.ticketmaster.com 


MARY J. BLIGE 
Growing Pains 
(Geffen) 


Blame Oprah, but at this point self- 
realization, not the blues or ecstasy, 
has become the dominant soul-diva 
subject. Nowhere is this clearer than 
in the career arc of Mary J. Blige, 
whose classic first three albums 
were expressively revelatory about 
misery and, occasionally, pleasure 
— and blessedly free from the trite 
affirmations plied by the neosoul 
Macys and Jills and Indias who 
arrived in her wake. Yet the problem 
isn’t as simple as a happy new Mary 
not being as compelling or powerful 
as an unhappy old one. If she sang 
about her current situation with the 
same loose fervor she brought to 
her early struggles, Blige could even 
make Dr. Phil sentiments sound like 
lines from Biggie. 

Instead, on’ Growing Pains she’s 
often rushing through crowded 
verses and breathless choruses, 
sometimes in a stressed-out higher 
register that’s become another 
trademark of contempo R&B diva- 
dom (see B’Day). Where is the 
relaxed gutsiness of her early days? 
They show up occasionally, like in the 
breakdown of the Earth, Wind and 
Fire-tinged “Feel like a Woman,” the 
song that best delivers on the cover 
art’s suggestion that Blige — daugh- 
ter of an absent father—musician 
and a music lover since childhood 
— is crate-digging. “Umbrella” mas- 
termind Tricky’s tracks mine chilly 
Euroclub synth washes even more 
than the cuts by Norwegian produc- 
ers StarTrack do. Ultimately, Blige Is 
still shuffling through producers and 
cowriters quicker than an iPod addict 
with ADD. In “Stay Down,” Blige 
and Bryan Michael Cox follow up 
their “Be Without You,” but though 
frequent collaborator Ne-Yo knows 
melody and harmony, he isn’t always 
ready to tackle Blige’s main subject: 
maturity. Growing pains, indeed. 
(Qohnny Ray Huston) 


KATE NASH 
Made of Bricks 
(Geffen) 


If Lily Allen morphed into a preten- 
tious, piano-playing theater school 
dropout, she would be the affect- 
edly earnest 20-year-old British 
songwriter Kate Nash. Nash’s 
precious songs of young love gone 
wrong and girlish, aimless philoso- 
phies — thoughts that could have 
been taken from the curlicue- 
cursive scribbles in a mattress- 
hidden journal — reveal her not as 
an astute songstress in training but 
instead as a clueless, naive post- 
teen. Boasting a smart-mouthed, 
faux-cockney drawl — which at 
times channels a toned-down, 
tea party-friendly version of 
bratty Brit and Nash mentor Allen 
— interspersed with sugary vocals 
and swirling piano keys, Nash’s 
debut, Made of Bricks, is reminis- 
cent of a spoiled private school 
girl’s self-indulgent piano recital. 
That’s not to say that the 
dozen songs on Made of Bricks 
aren’t superficially pretty or 
pleasing — they are, if one pays 
no mind to the lyrics. Vapid tracks 
like “S**t Song” (“Darling, don’t 
give me shit / Because | know 
you're full of it”) and “Dickhead” 
(“Why you being a dickhead for:/ 
Stop being a dickhead”) gain a 
sonic sophistication with help from 
hipster-pop producer Paul Epworth 
(Baby Shambles, Bloc Party), mak- 
ing the recording almost palat- 
able. Although Made of Bricks is 
built on the inspired hit single 
“Foundations,” it’s undeniable that 
Nash has some growing up to do. 
(Hayley Elisabeth Kaufman) 


KATE NASH 
Sat/12, 9 p.m., $13 
Popscene 

333 Ritch, SF 
popscene-sf.com: 


. offers songs called “Waterfall” 


» this music. This release admits the 


local grooves 


CONCENTRICK 
Aluminum Lake 
(Drag City) 


With Tim Green’s Concentrick 
recordings, the big news is gener- 
ally how unmetal they are, but 
that misses the point. As the 
guitarist for local riffmeisters the 
Fucking Champs, Green makes 
music that’s metal by choice, 
not need. This is the aesthetic 
of thrash, which is more inter- 
ested in the tones produced than 
in scaring moms. 

So Green’s side project, which 


and “Divine Wind,” is a more logi- 
cal offshoot of his cussin’ main act 
than it may initially seem. The title 
track of fourth album Aluminum 
Lake is emblematic. It opens with 
an autumn-crisp acoustic guitar 
redolent of Michael Hedges, swirl- 
ing slowly into an eddy of shuffling 
drums and subtly atonal changes. 
A new age artist could have writ- 
ten it, but only a prog rocker 
would play it: the tempo itself is 
sinister. Aluminum Lake largely 
forgoes melodies in favor of loop- 
ing sketches. These range from 
searing synth runs (“Expertz”) to 
post-rock roundabouts (“Sacred 
Texts”) to classic rock sludges 
(“Transillumination”). In each case, 
Green seems to have lit on some 
orphaned motif — be it froma 
Bon Jovi jam or a massage tape — 
that he wants to indulge. Ambient 
is the insufficient adjective for 


audiophilia we always suspected 
Green — and the Champs — of 
having. (Theo Schell-Lambert) 


SEND CDS FOR REVIEW TO: 
KIMBERLY CHUN 

BAY GUARDIAN 

135 MISSISSIPPI ST. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107 


2nd time around 


EUGENE BLACKNELL We Can’t Take Life for Granted (Luy N’ Haight/Ubiquity) . 


Where did all the R&B guitar hotshots go — those who once haunted East Bay byways in th 
a tribute as We Can’t Take Life for Granted, a deep bow to Eugene Blacknell, who once ran with Sly Stone, performed for Marvin Gaye, and scored compari- 
sons to Albert King. The Oakland ace’s highly collectible 7-inch singles have found a second life via sampling by Beck, among others, but there’s no need to 
shell out the big bucks for the original article when such savory funk-instrumental tracks as the muy groovy “Jump Back” and the laid-back “Cousin John” 

— both by Blacknell and the Savonics — can be had here. The lip-smacking, hip-shaking drum workout and wah-wah-wowee guitar solo of “Gettin’ Down” 


will have JB’s fans taking absolutely nothing for granted. (Chun) 


e’60s and ’70s? Many would be lucky to surface on as loving 


22 NUMUM 
$20 PURCHASE 
W/ MENTION 
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3158 MISSION 
SAN a 
415.282.3325 


WWW.ELRIOSP.COM 


T1348) COOL NIGHT AIR & SPECIAL GUESTS 
(VME (SPOOKY SURF, DARK COUNTRY) 8PM $4 


rite BRAZILIVE NOBODY 
vine FROM IPANEMA 
BRAZILIAN DANCE MUSIC SPM $8 


FREE OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL 5:30 
DJ'S CARMEN & MIRANDAS WORLD TOUR 6-9PM 


FRIDAY NIGHT DJ'S 
SPIN WORLD, FUNK, R/B SPM NOS 


HEAVY ROTATION W/ 


RUBENESQUE BURLESQUE 
BETTY BOO 


FOR OUR REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 


| MEL CHAPPELL & 

THE HEAVY SWELLS, 

| SHOOTIN LUCY, 

1/4 MILE COMBO & 
HE SECRETIONS 


| (ROCK/PUNK) 9PM $7 


‘SALSA SUNDAYS 
|RUMBACH 


| 3-8PM, ON THE PATIO $6 
3:15 SALSA DANCE CLASS/ 3PM FREE BBO 
EL RIO DOLLAR MONDAY PBR $1 
RADICAL VINYL DJ JENNY 
-HOYSTON AND FRIENDS SPIN 
| (HIPHOP, OLDIES, PUNK) SPM $2 


TASTY (arro cuBAN ROCK), 
Wie MILLEVILLE PLAINS (Roors), 
| ROBUSITRON (rock/evecrro) 8PM Nos 
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EVERY THURSDAY 


GIVE THANKZ 


THE CITY’S BIGGEST REGGAE WEEKLY WITH DJS: 
POLO, DOOGIE, IRIE DOLE & IVIER, 
COMMON SENSI, SHORTKUT, & DADDY ROLO 


SF’S TOP DANCEHALL, CLUB NIGHT - BAY GUARDIAN 
9PM-2AM | FREE BEFORE 11PM 


FRIDAY, JAN. 11 


INTHE DARK ROOM 
ELECTRIC VARDO AND FATCHANCEBELLYDANCE PRESENT: 


FIRE IN THE BELLY 


BENEFIT FOR KAIHEA 
A COMPASSIONATE COMING-TOGETHER FOR OUR DEAR 
FRIENDS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR HER CANCER TREATMENT 


PERFORMANCES BY: 
SHARON KIHARA, ARIELLAH, FREDERIQUE, ZOE JAKES, 
FREYJA, CLANDESTINE, FATCHANCEBELLYDANCE, 
BEATS ANTIQUE, & AMAR 


BPM22AM 1] $15-20 SLIDING SCALE DONATION 


ANNIVERSAY 


DELIRIUM 
wit FIEND 


from 10-2 
‘16 : Og, 


Sh 


with 
special guest 


Miz Margo 


50 KICK ASS 
BEERS ON DRAUGHT 


Over 100 different bottles, 
specializing in Belgians 


A BEER DRINKER’S 
~ PARADISE! 


CELEBRATING 20 YEARS! 


Hours: Daily 11:30 am to 2:00 am 
HAPPY HOUR EVERY 
DAY UNTIL 6:00 pm 


547 HAIGHT STREET 
(NEAR FILLMORE) 
415-863-2276 


www .toronado.com 


cette 


Oaxacan 


PREVIEW The members of Oakland’s mighty Oaxacan are a 
moody bunch. At least that’s what two-thirds of this free rock 
group confessed over drinks just around the corner from my SoMa apart- 

ment. Amy Friebertshauser and Derek Monypeny were quite articulate 
— and surprisingly good-humored, considering their assertions — when 
it came to explaining the dynamics of their outfit. “Phenomenal musi- 
cians who are very sensitive and expressive,’ Monypeny said of bandmates 
Friebertshauser and drummer Mike Guarino before adding, “Also mul- 
tilingual. I’m talking about having a conversation, which is what we do 
musically, and everyone can talk in different languages.” 

The trio’s self-titled, self-released CD-R echoes Monypeny’s assertions: 


it strikes a chord between the primitive minimalisms of Pierre Schaeffer 
and Alvin Lucier and the disquieting free-for-alls of the Dead C. Tension— 
charged pieces like “Are” and “Tokyo Lzrs” are bountiful in free jazz drum 
clatter, scratchy guitars, and shrill electronics and vocals, though a chill- 
ing, hushed ambience occasionally punctures the din for a few minutes at a 
time. One untitled track takes it down with tribal drum thwacks, e-bowed 
guitars, and Friebertshauser’s whalelike moans. You get the sense that 
placidity could thunder at any second before the sounds fade to black. The 
general idea: each musician is willing to go with the others to a new place 
at any given moment. And while Oaxacan have yet to issue a full-length 
after two and a half years together, they are concerned with other matters. 
“A good criterion for music is whether it feels alive or not,” Monypeny 
said. “That’s my criterion because I don’t even care about genres of music at 


all. But is it alive? Is something living? Because that’s what I hope we do.” 
(Chris Sabbath) 


OAXACAN With Dead Western and Woman’s Worth. Thurs/10, 9:30 p.m., $5 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, SF. (415) 923-0923, www.hemlocktavern.com 


Music listings are compiled by Duncan 

Scott Davidson. The music interns are Amy 
Glasenapp, Ben Richardson, and Ben Sinclair. 
Since club life is unpredictable, it’s a good 
idea to call ahead to confirm bookings and 
hours. Prices are listed when provided to us. 
See Picks, page 34, for information on how to 
submit an item to listings. 


WEDNESDAY 9 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 
>>| Black Heart Procession, Loquat, El Olio 


Wolof Bottom of the Hill. 8pm, $15. See Picks, 


page 34. 

Please Do Not Fight, Papertiger, Dangermaker 

Elbo Room. 9pm, $6. 

Xavier Rudd, Mishka Fillmore. 8pm, $25. 

| Skeleton Television, Year of the Wild Cat, 
Tomorrow Men Annie’s Social Club. 9pm, $6. 


BAY AREA 

John Richardson Band Jupiter. 8pm. 

Plumb Crazy, Juan Boulder 19 Broadway Nite 
Club, 19 Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 
9:30pm, free. 

Three Blind Mice Starry Plough. 8pm, $5-7. 
“Berkeley Poetry Slam.” 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Charles Unger Experience Les Joulins Jazz Bistro, 

44 Ellis; 397-5397. 7:30pm. 

Collective West Jazz Orchestra Jazz at Pearl's. 8 

and 10pm, $10. 

Dick Conte Shanghai 1930. 7pm. 

>| David Daniell and Tom Carter, Donovan 
Quinn, Barn Owl Cafe du Nord. 9:30pm, $12. 

Gaucho, Mitch Marcus Session Amnesia. 

8pm, free. 

John Houghton Square Bar and Grill. 7pm. 

Lavay Smith and Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers Top 

of the Mark. 7:30pm, $10. 

Roy Hargrove Quintet Yoshi’s SF, 1330 Fillmore; 

655-5600. 8pm, $26; 10pm, $22. 

>») Tin Cup Serenade Le Colonial, 20 Cosmo 
Place; 931-3600. 7pm, free. 


BAY AREA 

Andy Bey Yoshi’s. 8pm, $18; 10pm, $12. 
Ravi Abcarian Quartet Anna’s Jazz Island. 
8pm, $8. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Daniel Alvarenga Cafe Arguello, 2832 Mission; 
643-3160. 7-10pm. 

“B and B’s World Music Nite” Biscuits and Blues. 
8pm, $10. 

Cool Night Air El Rio. 8pm, $4. 


MUSIC 


Stefan Grant Red Devil Lounge. 8pm, $5. “SFTV 

Unplugged.” 

Chris Jones Plough and Stars. 9pm, free. 

| Mountain Boys, Belle Monroe and Her 
Brewglass Boys, Rita Hosking and Cousin 

Jack Hotel Utah Saloon. 9pm, $7. 

“Qpen Mic Night” Bazaar Café. 7pm. 

“Open Mic Night with MC Mike Shapiro” Ireland’s 

32. 9pm, free. 


BAY AREA 

>| Bass Culture Revue Ashkenaz. 9pm, $10. 
Margot Leverett and Friends Freight and 

Salvage Coffee House. 8pm, $19.50. 

Orquestra Sensual Shattuck Down Low. 8pm, 

$5-10. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Baobab 10pm, $3. Salsa, reggaeton, and Afro 

Cuban with D) Walt Diggz. 

Batanga Live Bruno's 2389 Mission; 643-5200. 

Live Latin-influenced bands and DJs 

Bboy/Bgirl City Dance Studios, 32 Otis; 820-1452. 

7-8pm, $15. Hip-hop dance lessons 

Bondage Playspace Glas Kat. 9:30pm-2:30am, 

$5-7. Death disco, drrty pop, and go-go dancers. 

Cathouse Cat Club. 9:30pm-2am, $5. Dance the 

night away to new country and rock. | guess that’s 

something like the Axl Rose hip shake meets boot- 

scoot line dancing 

Cat’s Corner Swing Party Savanna Jazz. 8pm, $8. 

Dance lessons and the occasional live guest. 

>| Club Unicornbread Rickshaw Stop. 8pm-2am, 
$5. Variety show and dance party with Husky 

Tuffskins, Phillip T. Nails, ibid, Michael Musika, 100 

Dismmembered Handbags, Uni and the Ding! Trio, 

Mariel a la Mode, and the Triffles. 

Coo-Yah Bruno's, 2389 Mission; 643-5200. 

Dancehall and reggae with DJs Green B and 

Daneekah. 

DotCLUB Pink. 10pm-2am, free. Indie-electro 

dance party with DJs LXNDR and Loverde, 

featuring music videos and visual art projections 

by VJ JOX 

Dynomite Beauty Bar. 10pm-2am, free. Rock, 

disco, and glam with rotating DJs. 

Element Live Wednesdays Element Lounge. 9pm. 

Mixed bag of DJs, art shows, or live bands weekly 

Escape Cellar, 685 Sutter; 441-5678. 10pm-2am. 

Hip-hop, old-school, and R&B. 

Frat House 440 Castro. 9pm-2am, free. A gay club 

with paddles and hard-drinking college bros in 

tighty whiteys slapping one another's asses. 

Fresh Fruit Sugar, 377 Hayes; 255-7144, 6pm- 

midnight, free. DJ Owayne spins downtempo. 

Indulgence Harry Denton’s Starlight Room. Ipm- 

2am. ’70s, disco, funk, and house. 

Lingba Lounge 8pm, free. World-music with DJ 

Dirty Hertz.) 

>} Lexington Club 9pm, free. DJs Mylo and 

Conner spin old school and country. 

Love It Wednesdays Icon. 9pm, $5-7. NightLight 

Music presents funky, sexy house music for 

hump day. 

Mr. Smith’s 34 Seventh St; 355-9991. DJ Kool 

Karlo spins rare tracks. 

Mixtape Wednesdays Skylark. 9pm-2am, free. 

Hip-hop, R&B, and more with DJ Segue 

Nightshift Stud. 10pm. Beats with DJ Initials PB. 
1964 Edinburgh Castle. 10pm-2am, free. Mod 
"60s dance party. 

Our House Is Your House Shine Dance Lounge, 

4337 Mission; 252-1423. 9pm-2am, free. With 

Aaron Pope and guests. 

Push It Parkside. 6:30pm, $5. Aerobicize with DJ 

Spike and Gina “Lunges” Lovai. If the workout’s 

too hard, sit down, get a beer, and make fun of 

everyone else. 

>| Qo! 111 Minna Gallery. 5-10pm, $5. Pan- 
techno lounge with DJs Spesh, Gil, Hyper D, 

and Jondi. 

Ragga Reggae Night Magnet Lounge, 1402 Grant; 

271-5760. 10pm-2am. Reggae, rasta, and vibe 

with DJ Rebs. 

Raw and Sexy Hip-Hop and Jazz City Dance 


Studios, 32 Otis; 820-1452. 7-8pm, $12. Learnto - 


dance sexy with instructor Emerson Aquino. 
Red Monkeys Voda. 9pm-2am, free. Roots and 
deep house with DJs Vedda and Martina Aquino, 
>| RedWine Social Dalva. 10pm-2am, free. DJ 

TophOne and guests spin jazz breaks, ’80s, 
and electro. 
Salsa dance lessons Metronome Dance Center. 
7pm, $12. Beginner salsa dance lessons. 
Satellite Anu, 43 Sixth St; 543-3505, www.anu- 
bar.com. 9pm-2am, free. House and techno 
Sip and Splurge XYZ Bar, W San Francisco, 181 
Third St; 777-5300. 6pm-2am. An evening of 
decadent food and wine. 

The Soundtrack Madrone Lounge. 9pm-2am, 

free. Eclectic films, three turntables (and no 
microphone), and reimagined film scores. 
Synchronize || Pirata, 2007 1éth St; 626-2626. 
9pm-2am, free. Psych-trance with DJs Zul, 
Sentient, and Ross. 


| her 
Wax Wednesdays Milk. 10pm-2am, $3. D) RasCue - 

turns back the clock with 80s and 90s hip hop Gosia tb as 
on vinyl. 

Wipe Me Down Wednesdayz El Rincon. 9pm. 
Get clean with Big Ritch, Even Odds, Sandaval, 
and D) X1, 

Wreckshop Wednesdays E| Rincon. 9pm-2am, 
$3. Hip-hop and breaks with DJs Jusone Groomz 
and Classic 


reOrient — 


An evening of short plays 
exploring the Middle East 


THURSDAY 10 

January 10 - February 3, 2008 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP at Magic Theatre - Bldg D - Fort Mason Center, San Francisco 
Back Door Slam, Eoin Harrington Rickshaw Stop. 
8pm, $12. Media Sponsor; GUARDIAN 


Dead Western, Oaxacan, Woman’s Worth 
Hemlock Tavern. 9:30pm, $8. See pick box, 
Ed Earley Band Biscuits and Blues. 8pm, $12.50. 


www.goldenthread.org © 415.626.4061 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 49 >> 
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A NEIGHBORHOOP HAVEN 
AT THE FOOT OF BERNAL HILL 


WED 1/09 J LAZY AND FRIENDS 
(HOUSE-DUB) opm 


THU 1/10 $5 MAKERS MANHATTANS ALL DAY 
FRII/11 DJ MICKEY ANGRY 10Pm 
SAT 1/12 DJ VICTOR PERRY 10pm 


SUN 1/13 J STEREO SEAN & DJ JENE X 
(80'S SKA) sPm 


MON 1/14.) PANDORA 
(80'SNEWWAVESSOUL) opm 

TUE 1/15 ALCOHOLOCAUST DOUBLE FEATURE 
9PM 
ARGUS: DETTE DULCINEA 
WITH DJ MYSTIC LADY 
KNOCKOUT: TOP TEN, BUZZER. 
AND 2 DOLLAR OUT THE DOOR 


WED 1/16 DJ) MIGUEL AND DJ TAU 
(FUNKYHOUSE) gem 


3187 MISSION @ VALENCIA 
SAN FRANCISCO © 415.824-1447 
WWW.ARGUSLOUNGE.COM 


Metro Hotel 


San Francisco 


A Friendly Place. 


Receive $10 off on your 
next stay at our place, 
just bring this ad. 


*Some restrictions may apply. See us for details* 


319 Divisadero Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
415.861.5364 
www.metrohotelsf.com 


fedunord.com 


0 GUARDIAN 


Simply. Wonderful. 
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: 491-A GUERRERO STREET E 
415 552 5778 
THEPAINTEDLADITATTOO.COM | 


he Mission neighborhood boasts the kind of Discover the ever-changing shopping treasures 
ae cultural diversity that San Franciscan’s adore. found on Valencia Street, eat at an outdoor cafe on 

Spending a day in the Mission District is an explo- 16th Street and drink margaritas on Mission Street. 
ration of great food, one-of-a-kind shopping, beloved The nighlife scene in the Mission rocks, a music-_ | 
bars and artistic inspiration. Be sure not to miss the — lover's feast of unique sounds from up-and-coming art- 
vibrant murals hidden like treasures down many of _ jets. Visit the Mission District: “The Heart and Sol of San 
Francisco”. © 
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My, {at Treat} 
Ta am Wee 
Bias "172 off Sangria 
| Toms | “pen Baie. Beer ix 
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Hats to make your head spin 


Flamenco Music | | : = 
_ No Cover | local artists and famous brands 


Alternative Design Studio 


: ' has moved! | ; 

San Francisco ae i j 
: p RA : ee Te H) 418 Valencia St. @ 15th SF. CA, 94103 i 
; "Local Independent Designers _ www.cafearguellosf.com Pe) 415-503-1316 / wwwadsHATS.com — WEIRD FISH A 
Jewelry Clothing “3 ERS TAT ES IE BEES le 
| ae “ ren SATELLITE — 
a ‘ 3602 20th St. é i 
415 550 8052 titi ii ee Hawk RESTAURANT | 


eure e fhe > | cPp.. ¥ NOW OPEN! 
1431 Haight St. fe ie SPs a 
415 554 0555 ~~. , i jee eee 6806S. VANNESS @19TH | 
qallery.cam + : 7 : {aug i 415.824.1800 


se waeruby —. 
an _ 7% | Weatural, Orgenis Products 
|e Art of shopping Paintings im 
Onganie Fruits and Vegetables 


Locally... 


“Have Yourself 
a Merry Latin 


Fresh Acme Breads Daily VAUIE Mee E = & Christmas!”* 
S Vie . Sel ton = s e o 
fia] A SF Mission gallery featuring c% : 
BBs wee are, dimete ee alecewo Y Sr Soe 
ied Bay Area artists! ¢ 

| pe) 3331 - 24th St. 


bs ‘a ‘na i | 1400 Guerrero Street San Francisco ny ¢ ‘ a im EN 

fs 3169 16th Street ! oF Your Neighborhood Health Food Store j NS 7 (2 Mission Street) 
Ke San Francisco, CA 94108 o ‘ se ey a x 

fa) 415.964.1490 3.255.997 415-282-6274 www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 


q Open Everyday Mon-Fri 8am-9pm Sat-Sun 9am-9pm 
a WWv.artist-xchange.com Pp ryday P' PI 
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You've been to bacar, now. 


check out bacar below. 
Join us every Friday 
through Sunday for 


an exclusive menu from 
Executive Chef Robbie 
Lewis and a monthly- 
changing bagar below 
spotlight wine program. 


. So, have a sip, relax to se 


‘groove ee en 


448 Brannan, San Pesncicco. CA 94107 A 
415.904.4100 www.bacarsf.com 


THURSDAY JANUARY 10 9PM NO COVER! 
TRAMP 
A MONTHLY DANCE PARTY WITH 
DJ J.0.R.Y 


FRIDAY JANUARY 11 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 10PM 


DJ TOM THUMP AND GUESTS 


FRIDAY JANUARY 11 7:30-9:30PM, $7 
AXTON KINCAID 
THE BURNING EMBERS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 12 7-9:30,.$3-$5 
SLIDING SCALE 


WRITER'S WITH DRINKS 


SATURDAY JANUARY 12 10PM, $5 
EL SUPERRITMO 
with ROGER MAS 
ano EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA DANCEHALL BOMBA PLEMA 
AND SALSA 


SUNDAY JANUARY 13 8PM, $6 
THE COMPLICATIONS 
EMILY JANE WHITE 
MYLO JENKINS 
EARLY START TIME! 


FRIDAY JANUARY 18 
EVERY FRIDAY AT 10PM 


DJ TOM THUMP AND GUESTS 


FRIDAY JANUARY 18 7:30-9:30PM, $6 
THE MUSIC LOVERS 
& THE YOUNG MODERNS 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 


— gfTFOISOM @STHST 
SAN FRANCISCO 415-974-1585 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY STH 
SKELETON TELEVISION 
YEAR OF THE WILD CAT 
TOMORROW MEN 
DOORS 9PM COVER $6 
THURSDAY JANUARY 10TH 
ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
STORMCROW 
MAN THE CONVEYORS 
LAUDNUM © WORLD EATER 
DOORS 8PM COVER $8 


FRIDAY JANUARY 11TH 
ANNIE’S 2ND YEAR ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 
ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS 
THE GRANNIES 
TEXAS THIEVES 
DEAD RINGERS © UNKO ATAMA 
DOORS SPM COVER $7 


SATURDAY JANUARY 12TH 
ANNIE’S 2ND YEAR ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 
VIVA HATE 
DRUGLORDS OF THE AVENUES 
THE MEMPHIS MURDER MEN 
DOORS 9PM COVER $10 
SUNDAY JANUARY 13TH 
EVIL LIVE PRESENTS 
LIVE EVIL 
PERFECT MACHINES 


PROTOMAN 
DOORS 7PM COVER $6 
MONDAY JANUARY 14TH 
MAINROOM MONDAYS! 

BIG STAGE KARAOKE 

WITH THE LOVELY EILEEN 
DOORS SISH NO COVER 


TUESDAY JANUARY 15TH 
SFSTANDUP.COM PRESENTS COMEDY SPEAKEASY 
W/ KEVIN MUNROE, 
ARTHUR GAUS, JAY STARR, 
CHRIS GARCIA, KEVIN CAMIA AND 
SPECIAL GUESTS 
DOORS 7PM COVER $7 
COMING SOON 
1/16 BOOK OF BLACK EARTH 
1/17 THE LINCOLNS, THE BLAMESHIFTERS 
1/18 BIG DWAYNE PRESENTS 
1/19 CORRUPTORS 
1/20 SKUZZ, CONCEIT 
1/24 WALKEN, TRIGGER RENEGADE 
2/15 STEVE E NIX & THE CUTE LEPERS 
HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 4PM 19 7>M 


ZT ANDOVER WWWLTICKETWEB.COM 
MORE INFO: WWW.ANNIESSOCIALCLUB.COM 


we're not saying we'll 
get you laid, but... 


pie 


alae 


pure AL 


listen live at energy927fm.com 


VENI VIDI VICI 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH 


JUXTAPOZ ISSUE RELEASE PARTY HOSTED BY ARTNOWSF 


BASEMENT 


1320 Records Presents a live 
PA set featuring: MEMBERS OF 
Rebecca Watkins (ArinowSF) Ana Sia (3WS) 


DARKROOM 


_HeavyWeight Dub Champion 


Pleasure Maker w/DJ Stepwise (Holdingfirm) 


“MAIN ROOM 


fRoold & Kap10 Harris carinowsr) 
Platurn & Spair (Oakland Faders) DNZ (Amazing Zoo Crew) 


Sees 6 Oe 6.62 0 0 he 6 8 8 ee ee ee 8 ek 8 8 


tive paintine ey Kris D & Xavi 


FEATURED ARTISTS Akasha Holliday, Daryl Pierce, Jody Wells, Koleszar, 
Jaime 2 azar, John Stuart Bryer, Dan Dufficy, Ethen B. Luce, Kris D, Misk1, 
Xavi, faike Fuimura 


_FOR INFO AND UPDATES 
events@artnowsicom myspace. a caley | 


SOR Re oe Oe 


‘CLUB 6 - 60 6TH ST, SF CA 


$10 BEFORE 10PM, $15 BEFORE 11PM 


Presale tickets; going.com/Jan |2vvv 


JUXTAPOZ 


FAY CHUL TUE MALAI 


ArtNewSf GUARDIAN 


SFBG.COM/MUSIC 47 


Rasiga 
Cmureins 
‘Fostwal 


sey 2008 5. 


VA _ SHOU 3 00 pm » * DOORS a2, a pm 


“ALPHA BLONDY 
BARRINGTON LEVY 
MIDMITE 
GREGORY ISAACS 
ANTHONY B. 
GENTLEMAN 
_ pul MAJESTIC 


Tickets available through all Ticketmaster outlets, rn by phone 415,421.TIXS, $10.625.T1XS, 925.685.T1XS, online at 
Gus com of at apeconcerts.com or can be purchased at the Independent at 628 Divisadero St. in San Francisco 
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THURS/10 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 
CONT») 


“Emergenza Music Festival” Rock-It Room. 8pm, 

$15. Through Sat/12. 

Guitar Zeros, Ovens, Lures 12 Galaxies. 9pm, $8. 

| Head Cat, Red Meat Independent. 9pm, $22. 
See pick box. 

Greg Lamboy, Sandy Greenfield, Mike Hanuschik 

Grant and Green. 9pm, free. 

>>| Laudanum, Man the Conveyors, Stormcrow, 
World Eater Annie's Social Club. 9pm, $8. 

>>| Lovemakers, Maldroid, Panda Cafe du Nord. 
9:30pm, $10. 

Raised by Robots, Papersons Red Devil Lounge. 

8pm, $10. 

Union Trade, Aimless Never Miss, Aim Low Kid 

Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $8. 


BAY AREA 
Christopher Mahoney Hold Outs, Deep Sounds of 
Bobby Peru 19 Broadway Nite Club, 19 Broadway, 
Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 9:30pm, free. 
Kapakahi, Angry Philosophers Starry Plough. 
9pm, $7. 
>») Viva Hate Uptown. 

9pm, $10.5 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Barbara Hunter Trio with Kamau Seitu Les 

Joulins Jazz Bistro, 44 Ellis; 397-5397, 7:30pm. 

>>| Stanley Clarke Yoshi’s SF, 1330 Fillmore; 655- 
5600. 8pm, $28; 10pm, $24. Through Sun/13. 

See Picks, page 34. 

Don Alberts Trio Savanna Jazz. 7:30pm. 

Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, Ghirardelli 

Square, 891 Beach; 771-6800. 7:30pm, free. 

Jenny Ferris, Mark Zannini Simple Pleasures Café. 

8pm, free. 

Dick Fregulia, Vince Gomez Square Bar and Grill. 

7pm. 

Martini Brothers Band Le Colonial, 20 Cosmo 

Place; 931-3600. 7pm, free. 

>») “Pete Fallico’s Hammond B3 Organ 
Thursdays” Jazz at Pearl’s. 8 and 10pm, $10. 

Pamela Rose Shanghai 1930. 7pm. 

Stompy Jones Top of the Mark. 7:30pm, $10. 


BAY AREA 

Peter Anastos and Iter Anna’s Jazz Island. 

8pm, $8. 

Roy Hargrove Quintet Yoshi's. 8pm, $20; 10pm, 
$14. Through Sun/13. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Heather Combs, Joel Streeter, Walty, Randy 
Clark Hotel Utah Saloon. 9pm, $8. 
Entrance Band, Mariee Sioux, Little Wings, 
Lee Bob Watson Great American Music Hall. 
8pm, $16. 
“Flamenco Thursdays” Pefia Pachamama, 1630 
Powell; 646-0018. 7:30pm, $10. 
>| Connie Kim, Leila Motaei, Tiffany Joy, 
American Economy Beale Street Bar and Grill, 
133 Beale; 543-1961. 8pm, $5. 
Shannon Céili Band Plough and Stars. 9pm, free. 


BAY AREA 

>| Red Hot Chachkas Ashkenaz. 8:30pm, $6. 
Steve Seskin, Craig Carothers, Don Henry 

142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, 

Mill Valley; (415) 383-9600. 8pm, $22. 

Sourdough Slim Freight and Salvage Coffee 

House. 8pm, $19.50. 


DANCE CLUBS 


>) Afrolicious Elbo Room. 10pm-2am, $5. DJs 
Pleasuremaker and Sefior Oz spin Afrobeat, 
Tropicalia, electro, samba, and funk. 
Beauty Bar 10pm-2am, free. DJ UFO spins electro 
and retro records. 
BingoTopia Knockout. 8-10pm, free. Bingo your 
ass off with Mistress Clare. 
>? | BraziLive El Rio. 9pm, $8. DJs play 

Brazilian dance music plus live guests 
Nobody from Ipanema. : 
Cafe Cocomo 9pm, $10. With D) Fab Fred anda 
live band. 
Club Hide 9pm, free. Live music. 
College Night Cellar, 685 Sutter; 441-5678. 
10pm-2am, free. Hip-hop, hyphy, and R&B with 
DJs IIlborn and Matt Joeclyn. 
Connected Thursdays Anu, 43 Sixth St; 543- 
3505, www.anu-bar.com. 9pm-2am, free. House 
music with DJs Nic Horton and David Schubeck. 
Drip Drop Madrone Lounge. 9pm-2am, free. With 
DJs LL Cool D) and Shezilla. 
Elixir Cocktail Club Elixir. 7-9pm, free. 
Hear cocktail specialists speak about the joys of 


drinking and broaden your liquor knowledge with 
weekly tastings. 
EZ5 682 Commercial; 362-9321. 6-9pm, free: D) 
Dubb spins hip-hop and old-school. ‘ 
>») Le Freak C’Est Chic Pink. 10pm. With Frenchy 
Le Freak and Pheeko Dubfunk. 
Give Thankz Club Six. 9pm-2am, $5. With Polo, 
Daddy Rolo, Common Sensi, Uni-T, Shortkut, 
Doogie, Ivier, and Irie Dole. 
Inna Da Light Laszlo. 9pm. Dub, reggae, dancehall, 
and old-school hip-hop with Beatnok. 
JIT John Colins, 90 Natoma; 543-BARR. 10pm- 
2am, free. Alternating DJs spin everything from 
funk and ni jazz to dub, house, and foot work. 
Magnet Lounge 1402 Grant; 271-5760. 7pm- 
2am. With rotating DJs. 
Minx Endup. 10pm-4:30am. DJs and female artists. 
Mr. Smith’s 34 Seventh St; 355-9991. 6pm. 
House, lounge, and intellectual hip-hop with DJ 
Omar Herrera: 
Nickie’s BBQ. 9pm, $5 Reggae and Dancehall with 
DJ Jah Yzer. 
1984 Cat Club. 9pm-3am, $3-6. 80s, top 40, and 
new wave with DJs Jules, Damon, Melting Girl, and 
Dangerous Dan. 
Pacific Standard Time Levende Lounge. 
Sake spins soulful music. 
Popscene 330 Ritch. 10pm-2am, $5-8. Britpop, 
indie, new wave, mod, electronic, and ’60s soul 
with Aaron Axelsen, Disco Shawn, and Nako. 
Riot Grrrl Stud. 10pm. Mama Crass and Alex 
Phallex the Homogay DJ bust you out the closet 
with queer punk and rock 'n’ roll for the revolution, 
with $2 PBR if you bring a mason jar. 
Rockstar Element Lounge. 9pm. Rock, hip- 
hop, soul, and R&B with DJs Method, Strategy, 
and special guests. 
Soul Sector City Dance Studios, 32 Otis; 
820-1452. 7-8pm. Popping, house, and hip-hop 
dance class. 
Transfer 198 Church; 861-7499. Psychedelic rock. 
Trauma El Rincon. 9pm, $3. Drum’n’ bass with the 
Doctor, Reclipse, E$KR, Arize, and guests. 
Tubesteak Connection Aunt Charlie's Lounge, 133 
Turk; www.auntcharlieslounge.com.10pm-2am, 
$3. A gay dance club featuring Eurodisco, electro- 
funk, and more with DJ Bus Station John. 
Vogue ’80s Night Harry Denton's Starlight Room. 
8:30pm, $10. DJ Dave Gillis brings back a decade 
of dance hits. 
Yard Baobab. Reggae and dancehall with 
DJ Mpenzi. 


FRIDAY 11 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


>| Audio Out Send, Lonelyhearts, Leigh 
Gregory Hemlock Tavern. 9:30pm, $7. 
Big Ideas, Martin Murray, Bloomsday Rising, J) 
Schultz Hotel Utah Saloon. 9pm, $7. 
Henry Butler Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, $20. 
Citay, Donkeys, Greg Ashley 12 Galaxies. 
9pm, $8. 3 
Dickies, Counte Dante, B-Cups, Sassy Red Devil 
Lounge. 8pm, $15. See Picks, page 34, 
“Emergenza Music Festival” Rock-It Room. 8pm, 
$15. Through Sat/12. 
Grannies, Texas Thieves, Dead Ringers, 
Unko Atama Annie's Social Club. 9pm, $8, See 
Picks, page 34, 
>») Graves at Sea, Grey, Kris Force and Sigrid 
Sheie Slim’s. 9pm, $13. 
Love Pentagon, Tinkture, Bug Pedals, Kill Moi, 
Pan De Sal Parkside. 8pm, $8. 
Aaron Neville, Linda Ronstadt, Phil Lesh, Jackie 
Greene, Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, Ray’Manzarek, Roy 
Rogers, Tuck and Patti, Booker T. Jones Band 
Fillmore. 8:30pm, $100-350. “Bill’s Birthday Bash: 
Benefit for the Bill Graham Foundation.” 
New Mastersounds, On the One Independent. 
9pm, $15. 
Recliner, Smith Point, We Are Invisible Cafe du 
Nord. 9:30pm, $10. 
Rodeo Clowns Grant and Green. 9:30pm, free. 
Soulxetra Grant and Green. 7pm, free. 
Super Diamond Bimbo's 365 Club. 9pm, $22. 
>») Uptones, Forgotten, DeKoiz, Marones 
Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $10. 


BAY AREA 

Dynamite Expelle, TroubleMaker, 77Straight 

Rooster’s Roadhouse, 1700 Clement, Alameda; 

(510) 337-9190. 9pm, $8. 

>») Grease Traps, Mophono Shattuck Down Low. 
9:30pm, $5. 

BB King, Tommy Castro Band Marin Center, 10 

Avenue of the Flags, San Rafael; (415) 499-6800. 

8pm, $40-95. 

Monster Squad, Whiskey Rebels, Cropknox, 

DCO, Knuckepuck, Urban Decay 924 Gilman. 

8pm, $6. J 


Opm. DJ 


The Head Cat 


PREVIEW Chances are you've seen one cover band or another playing 

classic tunes from the ’50s, trying to re-create the energy and enthusi- 
asm of early rockabilly pioneers such as Eddie Cochran, Buddy Holly, Johnny 
Cash, and Carl Perkins. However, it’s likely you've never seen a band quite 
like the Head Cat tackling them. The trio — featuring Lemmy Kilmister 
(Motérhead), Slim Jim Phantom (the Stray Cats), and Danny B. Harvey 
(the Rockats, Nancy Sinatra, Wanda Jackson, and more) — bring a modern 
approach and a punk attitude to the material while keeping the original soul 
and structure that formed the music’s foundation. 

Fool’s Paradise (Cleopatra, 2006), the band’s debut CD, is heavy on Holly 
covers, reflecting Kilmister’s love for the trailblazing rocker who died in 1959 
at 22. The Head Cat went to great lengths to follow the original arrange- 
ments, including the sweetly melodic backing vocals, sung here by the usually 
gruff and gritty Motorhead frontman. For the live show, though, expect a 
little of the gloss to come off, as captured on the live DVD Rockin’ the Cat 
Club (Cleopatra, 2006), and see these three luminaries steamroll through the 
set with the attitude and vigor befitting songs that caused such excitement 
when they were first performed more than 50 years ago. (Sean McCourt) 


THE HEAD CAT With Red Meat. Thurs/10, 9 p.m., $22 
Independent, 628 Divisadero, SF. (415) 771-1422, www.independentsf.com 


>>| Pep Love, Higher Jenie 19 Broadway Nite 
Club, 19 Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 
9pm, $18. 

Pockit, Mattew Hansen 33.33 Starry Plough. 
9pm, $8. 

Those Darn Accordions 142 Throckmorton 
Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley; (415) 
383-9600. 7:30pm, $15-30. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Black Market Jazz Orchestra Top of the Mark. 

9pm, $10. 

Charles Unger Experience with Valencia Les 

Joulins Jazz Bistro, 44 Ellis; 397-5397. 8pm. 

>») Stanley Clarke Yoshi’s SF, 1330 Fillmore; 655- 
5600. 8pm, $32; 10pm, $28. Through Sun/13. 

See Picks, page 34. 

Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, Ghirardelli 

Square, 891 Beach; 771-6800. 8pm, free. 

Macy Blackman and the Mighty Fines Le Colonial 

721 Sutter; 934-3600. 10pm, $5. 

>| Modesto Briseno Septet Jazz at Pearl's. 8 and 
10pm, $20. Through Sun/13. 

Pascal Boker Band Savanna Jazz. 7:30pm. 

Ray Obiedo and Caribe Shanghai 1930. 8pm. 

>>} Rova Saxophone Quartet, Liz Allbee, 
MaryClare Brzytwa, Aurora Josphsen, 

LaDonna Smith, Karen Stackpole CounterPULSE, 

1310 Mission; 1-800-838-3006. 8pm, $15. “Art of 

the Improviser.” 


BAY AREA 

Beep! Trio Jupiter. 8pm. 

Hamir Atwal Trio, Uncle Jesse Jazzschool. 

8pm, $12. 
Hurricane Sam and the Hotshots Anna’s Jazz 
Island. 8pm, $12. 

Nomadics Nomad Café. 7:30pm, free. 

Roy Hargrove Quintet Yoshi's. 8pm, $24; 

10pm, $18. Through Sun/13. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


>>| Axton Kincaid, Burning Embers Make-Out 

Room. 7:30pm, $7. 

“Breakfast with Enzo” Presidio Dance Theatre, 

1158 Gorgas; 561-3958. 10 and 11am, $5. 

Cesar’s Latin All Stars Metronome Dance Center. 

9pm. Also Sat/12. 

>>| Dark Side of the Moonshine, Nat Keefe, 
Aaron Redner, James Nash Great American 

Music Hall. 9pm, $15. 

Lazarus, Joseph Childress, Katie Delwiche Fort 

Gallery, 83B Wiese; 244-9452. 8pm, $5-10. 

Sarah Lewis Coffee Adventures Café, 1334 

Columbus; 441-0301. 11am, free. 

Quin Plough and Stars. 9pm. 


BAY AREA 
Bruce Gordon, Lloyd Meadows Zydeco Band 
Eagles Hall, 2305 Alameda, Alameda; (415) 285- 
6285. 9pm, $15. 
Pete Escovedo Orchestra and Sons Little Fox 
Theatre, 2209 Broadway, Redwood City; (650) 
369-4119. 9pm, $20. 
>») Rustler’s Moon Freight and Salvage Coffee 
House. 8pm, $19.50. 
Wake the Dead Ashkenaz. 9pm, $15. 
“Womansong Circle” with Betsy Rose First 
Congregational Church of Berkeley, 2345 
Channing, Berk; (510) 525-7082. 7:15pm, $15-20. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Bar Top Harry Denton’s Rouge, 1500 Broadway; 

346-7683. 8:30pm-2am, $15. Top 40 and house 

with DJs Andrew B and MajestiChris. 

>| Cancun Club Glas Kat. 10pm-3am. Salsa, 
merengue, reggaeton, bachata, rock en espa- 

fol, Latin pop, Mexican, hip-hop, R&B, and old- 

school with Tony O, Radio Activo, Chuy Gomez, DJ 

Mauricio, and Santiago. 

City Roots El Rincon. 9pm. Live salsa, hip hop, 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 50 ») 
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Custom Leather ; 
BEER HOLSTERS 


Bie Fata 


for more info visit: 
brewholstercult.com 


CRP DeRE ree eeeeseseres 


DJ Spectre 
House & Electro 


Funkside Saturday 
w/ DJ Toph One 

& Guest DJ B-Cause 
$5 Cover after 11pm 


Live Traditional Irish 
Music 6pm 


Cheb i Sabbah-$5 Cover 


Monday Night Football in HD! 
466 haight street @ fillmore / 415.255.0300 


www.nickies.com 
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(415) 306-6173 


irelands32@yahoo.com 
Wed Jan 9th 
Open Mic 
Thu Jan 10th 
Chris Waltz 
Fri Jan 11th 
Peters 40th 
Birthday Party 
Sat Jan 12th 
The Northern 
Stars 
Sun Jan 13th 


John Crocker 
Mon Jan Mth 
Sean Pagelow 


Tue Jan 15th 


Fal 
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FRI/11 
DANCE CLUBS 
CONT») 


funk, and more. 
Club Dragon Eight, 1151 Folsom; 431-1151. 9pm- 
3am. A gay Asian dance club. 
Club Fantasia AsiaSF. 10pm, $10. DJ David Qspins 
hip-hop and R&B. 
Club Hide 9pm-2am, free. Live music. 

. Club NV 10pm-3:30am. Hip-hop and salsa. 
Desire Fluid Ultra Lounge, 662 Mission; 615-6888, 
www.fluidsf.com. 10pm, $10-15. Hip-hop, mash- 
ups, and rock with rotating DJs. 
Directions in Stereo Dalva. Ipm-2am. DJs 
Circuit73, Dave Aju, Wrong, and Subtext spin 
everything from punk to disco. 
Dragon Bar 473 Broadway; 834-9383. 8pm-2am, 
$10. House, hip-hop, Latin, jazz, and classic dance 


MEZZANINE 


SAN FRANCISCO 


 AINIEE MANN 
(LIVE) 
PAUL F. THOMPKINS 
TODD BARRY 
RHYS DARBY 
(FROM “FLIGHT OF 
THE CONCHORDS”) 


+ MORE! 


PLAID 


§ MR. PROJECTILE 
JASON SHORT 


JEN BENJAMIN AND 
~ EUGENE MIRMAN’S 

FRESH FACES OF 

COMEDY FEATURING 


BOB ODENKIRK 
TIM AND ERIC 
MICHAEL SHOWALTER 


ZACH ROGUE 
(OF ROGUE WAVE) 


R.KELLY’S 
TRAPPED IN 
THE CLOSET 
BEATY ELECTRIC Du’S 


FOR $5 TICKETS, 
E-MAIL INFO@SF360.0RG 


VOLUME 


BIGSTEREO.NET, EGGS AND 
MEZZANINE PRESENT 


LADY MISS KIER 

, (OF DEEE-LITE) 
MELISSA LOGAN OF 
CHICKS ON SPEE 
PLANNINGTOROCK 
(LIVE) & MORE! 


CHECK OUR CALENDAR ONLINE @ 


MEZZANINESF.COM 21+ 
444 JESSIE ST. @ MINT 


415.625.8880 


TICKETS @ TICKETWEB.COM 
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/MEZZANINESANFRANCISCO 


13-22 


mixes with D) Daymetrius. 

The Dream Queen’s Revue Aunt's Charlie's, 133 

Turk; 441-2922. 10pm. Drag cabaret hosted by 

Ruby Slippers and DeeDee la Femme. 

Element Fridays Element Lounge. Hip-hop with 

D) D-Tek. 

Escolando DNA Lounge. 10pm, $10-12. Papi 

brings you hip hop, R&8, salsa, and house, 

>| Fag Fridays Pink. 10pm-4am, $10. With 
residents Rolo, David Harness, Pete Avila, and 

Neon Leon and weekly guests. 

Fat House Fridays Anu, 43 Sixth St; 543-3505, 

www.anu-bar.com. 10pm-2am, free. The Dirty 

Duo spin dance records. Fat ones. 

Flashback Cellar, 685 Sutter; 441-5678. 10pm- 

2am, $10. ’80s and hip-hop with DJs Scott Fox, 

MCD, and Derrick D. 

Freaky Fridays EZ5 682 Commercial; 362-9321. 

6-10pm, free. Old-school, new-school, and more. 

Free Funk Friday Elbo Room. 10pm, free. DJ 


SHUNK BRINGS YOU THE HOP HOP 


TUE-= SHELTER 


DRUM&BASS&MORE 


ND SF 


24 HAIGHT ST, SANFRANCISCO|21+ 
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MUSIC 


Vinnie Esparza and guests spin hip-hop, funk, 
and dance classics. 

Friday Night Swing Metronome Dance Center. 
8pm, $14. Ballroom dance lesson followed by a 
dance party. 

Fuck Shack Beauty Bar. 10pm-2am. With 
Jefrodesiac and guests. 

Harry Denton’s Starlight Room 8:30pm, $10. 
Dance bands plus D) Dave Gillis. 

Hassle Free Madrone Lounge. 9pm-2am, free. 
DJs Morale and Kaptain Harris spin crunk, bass, 
breaks, hyphy, classics, and rap. 

Hot Boxxx Girls Aunt Charlie’s Lounge, 133 Turk; 
www.auntcharlieslounge.com.10pm-2am, free. 
With host Gina La Divina. 


Hot Pants Cat Club. 10pm-3am, $6. Hip-hop, pop, 


"80s, and electro with DJs Chelsea Starr, Melissa, 
Mike Biggs, and the Wax Chef. 

Levende Lounge 6-10pm. Live performance by 
Acoustic Sneaky. 


Pub Quiz Every 
Tuesday & Thursday 
Soccer Hotline 442-7994. 
s ENGLISH SOCCER 
& AMERICAN SPORTS BAR 
Ska, Rocksteady & Reggae 
With Djs Dukey, Shawn Atkinson 


& Revival Sound System, 
The First Saturday Of The Month 1O0pm2am 


THE MAD DOG IN THE FOG 
530 HAIGHT @ FILLMORE | 
415-626-7279 


wwwimaddog-citysearch.com 


Favorite p b 
SPORTSONTV 


Pool Tables 
Banquet Facilities 


KERRY 
NOUSE 


4086-4092 Piedmont Ave 
Oakland, CA 94611 
(510)652-4032 


Magnet Lounge 1402 Grant; 271-5760. 7pm- 

2am. With rotating DJs. ; 

>>| Make-Out Room 10pm-2am, $5. DJ Tom 
Thump and guests bring the classic funk, 

world beats, and old-school hip-hop. 

Master Blaster Delirium. 10pm. Punk rock. 

Mr. Smith’s 34 Seventh St; 355-9991. 6pm. 

Mashups and more with DJs Karlo and Marc Dyer. 

Mood Swing Eastside West, 3154 Fillmore; 885- 

4000. 9pm, free. Rare grooves, Latin funk, soul, 

reggae, and hip-hop with DJs J. Diamond and 

Precise and guests. 

Nickie’s BBQ 9pm. Hip-hop and house with 

D) Spectre. 

Night and Day Voda. 10pm-2am, free. Soulful 

sounds and vibes with DJs Black and Decka. 

>| Night of the Oldies Knockout. 10pm-2am, 
$3. DJs Primo, Daniel, and Lost Cat play your 

grandma's rock 'n’ roll, doo-wop, and oldies. 

Paris Dakar International Baobab. 10pm, $3. 


IPOD AND BLUETOOTH 
SOLUTIONS FOR 


~* YOUR 
VEHICLE! Katey 


LOST YOUR 
FACE? x 


We have many 
detachable 
faces in stock!!! 


Naw SOUND 


CHR STEREOS 


1663 VALENCIA STREET, SF CA 94110 
415.647.5577 MON-FRI 10-6 SAT 10-4 
WWW.NEWSOUNDSECOM 


JVC. PANASONIC VIPER PRESTIGE, DEI, LINEAR 
POWER CRYSTAL ‘RATTLER PIONEER 


® 2001 NEW SOUND CAR STEREOS 


Pinbor 


365 Club 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365./ WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


FRI. & SAT. JAN. 11 & 12-2180? 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9*$22 


PETTY THEFT A TRIBUTE TO TOM PETTY 


FRI. JAN. 25. DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 
$18 ADVANCE / $20: DOOR +212 UP 


PRIDE & JOY 


"THURS. FEB, 28 » DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 « $25. 
AN EVENING WITH 


JULIA FORDHAM 


COMING 2/29: THE MOUNTAIN GOATS 
3/1: THE GUTTER TWINS 


2. DRINK MINIMUM. GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TICKETS 
AVAILABLE AT TICKETS.COM (800) 2252277. AND AT THE CLUB MEF / 
10AM-4PM, © TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.TICKETWEB.COM 


BIMBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 Ext. 18 


Reggae, dancehall, hip-hop, soul, and R&B with 

DJ Mpenzi. 

Planet Big Stud. 10pm-2am. House. Big house. 

>») Punk Rock and Shlock Karaoke Annie’s Social 
Club. 9pm-2am, $5. Eileen and Jody bring you 

songs from multiple genres to butcher: punk, new 

wave, alternative, classic rock, and more. 

The Rod Deco Lounge, 510 Larkin; 441-4007. 

10pm-4am, $5. D) Crustacean John spins only the 

crabbiest of tunes. 

Ruby Skye 9pm-4am, $15. With various 

guest DJs. 

Silk Fridays Icon. 10pm, free. Hip-hop and mash- 

ups with DJ Leethalmix and weekly guests. 

Stompy Mighty. 10pm-4am, $10-20. Funky house. 

Suite One8One 9pm-4am, $20. With various DJs, 

hot chicks, tight clothes, spray tans, and dudes in 

striped shirts who do a lot of high-fiving and call- 

ing one another brah. 

| Three Kinds of Stupid Rickshaw Stop. 9pm- 
2am, $8-10. Resident DJs BAS, Chris Baty, and 

Brother Grimm spin radio hits, French go-go, '80s, 

novelty rap, and more. Live set by Wallpaper. 

Velvet Lounge 9pm, $10: With DJ Manny Perez. 


~ Wish 6-10pm, free: “Om Happy Hour,” soul, funk, 


jazz, downtempo, house, hip-hop. reggae, and 
intelligent drum 'n’ bass with Om Records crew. 
10pm-2am, free: “Vivid,” midtempo funk and deep 
house with residents DJs Seven and Sol 

and guests. 


SATURDAY 12 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


American Professionals, Roger Rocha and 
the Goldenhearts, Alex Statan Hotel Utah 
Saloon. 9pm; $6. 
Boy in the Bubble El Rincon. 9pm, $10. 
Blue Swamis Grant and Green. Spm, free. 
Café R&B Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, $20. 
Darker My Love, Hot Lunch, Brian Glaze and the 
Night Shift 12 Galaxies. 9pm, $8. 
Dave Stein BubHub Connecticut Yankee. 
10pm, $5. 
Delta Wires Lou’s Pier 47, 300 Jefferson; 771- 
LOUS. 8pm. 
“Emergenza Music Festival” Rock-It Room. 
8pm, $15. 
Forrest Day, PEACE, Remo Conscious, 
Zazous Elbo Room. 10pm, $8. 
Heavy Petty Grant and Green. 9:30pm, free 
immorals, Radio Suicide, Cruz Missles Parkside. 
3pm, free. 
Mel Chappell and the Heavy Swells, Shootin’ 
Lucy, 1/4 Mile Combo, Secretions E| Rio. 
9pm, $7. 
Mixers Maggie McGarry’s, 1353 Grant; 399-9020. 
9pm, free 
“Mockfest” Red Devil Lounge. 8pm, $12 
Featuring tributes to Kiss, Judas Priest, Tesla, and 
Motley Criie. 
Kate Nash 330 Ritch. 8pm, $13. See Grooves, 
page 43. 
Never Healed, Skin Like Iron, Grace Alley 
Hemlock Tavern. 9:30pm, $6. 
Poor Bailey, Built for the Sea, Oliver Future 
Bottom of the Hill. 10pm, $10. 
Stung, Lou Dog Trio, Spin Out Slim's. 9pm, $15 
>| Thao with the Get Down Stay Down, Ray’s 
Vast Basement, Dry Spells Cafe du Nord 
9:30pm, $10. 
>| Viva Hate, Druglords of the Avenues, 
Memphis Murder Men Annie's Social Club. 
9pm, $10. “Two-Year Anniversary Party.” 
Warkrime, ADT, Nightstick Justice, TV Evangelist 
Parkside. 9pm, $7. 
>>| Zion |, Trackademicks Independent. 
9pm, $22. 


BAY AREA 

>| Booker T. Jones and His Band Little Fox 
Theatre, 2209 Broadway, Redwood City; (650) 

369-4119. 8pm, $20. 

Killing the Dream, Ruiner, Ensign, Broadway 

Calls, Surroundings, Separation 924 Gilman. 

8pm, $7. 

Seconds on End Plough and Stars. 9pm. 

Sun Kings 19 Broadway Nite Club, 19 Broadway, 

Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 9pm, $12. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Bill “Doc” Webster Band Les Joulins Jazz Bistro, 

44 Ellis; 397-5397. 7:30pm. Swing from the "30s 

and 40s 

Black Market Jazz Orchestra Top of the Mark. 

9pm, $10. 

>>| “Cabaret Verdalet” Great American Music 
Hall. 9pm, $25. 

>>| Stanley Clarke Yoshi's SF, 1330 Fillmore; 655- 
5600. 8pm, $32; 10pm, $28. Through Sun/13. 

See Picks, page 34. 


Eric Kurtzrock Trio Ana Mandara, Ghirardelli 
Square, 891 Beach; 771-6800. 8:15pm, free 
Jazz Mafia Moose’s, 1652 Stockton. 7pm. 
“Live Jazz” Café Claude. 7:30-10:30pm. 
Modesto Briseno Septet Jazz at Pearl's. 8 and 
10pm, $20. Through Sun/13. 

Brad Niven Square Bar and Grill. 7pm. 

Patrick Cress’ Telepathy Revolution Café, 3248 

22nd St; 642-0474. 9pm, free. 

Billy Philadelphia One Market Restaurant, One 

Market; 777-5577. 6pm. 

Rad East Babe Shanghai 1930. 8pm. 

Robert Stewart Experience Rasselas Jazz. 9pm 
LaDonna Smith, Thollem Mcdonas, Jess 
Rowland, Scott R. Looney San Francisco 

Community Music Center, 544 Capp; 905-4425 

7pm, $5-10. 


BAY AREA 

Bill Ortiz Group Jazzschool. 8pm, $15. 

>») Terence Blanchard, James Moody, Benny 
Green, Derrick Hodge, Kendrick Scott, 

Nnenna Freelon Zellerbach Hall, UC Berkeley, 

Bancroft at Telegraph, Berk; (510) 642-9988. 

8pm, $34-52. “Monterey Jazz Festival” 

Bud E. Luv Orchestra Sanchez Concert Hall, 

1220 Linda Mar, Pacifica; (650) 355-1882. 

7:30pm, $12-20. 

Gaucho Albatross Pub. 9:30pm, $3. 

Joshi Marshall Project Jupiter. 8pm. 

Roy Hargrove Quintet Yoshi's. 8 and 10pm, $24. 

Through Sun/13. 

>| Socket, Machina Sol Starry Plough. 9pm, $8. 
W. Allen Taylor and His Trio Anna’s Jazz 

Island. 8pm, $12. 


FOLK/WORLD/COU NTRY 


“Breakfast with Enzo” Bernal Heights 
Neighborhood Center, 515 Cortland; 206-2140. 
10am, $3. 

Cesar’s Latin All Stars Metronome Dance Center. 
9pm. 

“Hootenanny Night” Cafe International, 508 
Haight; 775-0221. 7pm, free. 

Jandek Swedish American Hall, 2170 Market; 861- 
5016. 8:30pm, $30. See “The Stranger,” page 41 
Live flamenco music Cafe Arguello, 2832 Mission; 
643-3160. 7pm. 


BAY AREA 
>») Coro Hispano de San Francisco St Joseph 
the Worker Church, 1640 Addison, Berk; 
(415) 431-4234. 8pm, $15-20. “Dia de los Reyes 
Concert.” 
Steve Coyle Falkirk Cultural Center, 1408 Mission, 
San Rafael; (415) 485-3328. 8pm, $25. 
>») Pellejo Seco La Pena Cultural Center. 
9pm, $12. 
Steve Seskin, Don Henry, Craig Carothers Freight 
and Salvage Coffee House. 8pm, $23.50. 
| Tito y Su Son de Cuba Ashkenaz. 
9:30pm, $13. 
Jacob Wolkenhauer, Mike Zawitkowski Nomad 
Café. 7:30pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Allure Levende Lounge. 11pm-2am. DJ C-Swiff 

spins hip-hop, top 40, R&B, and mashups. 

Avery Island Jack's Club, 2545 24th St; 641-5371. 

10pm, free. A dance party with DJ Jamie Jams and 

dollar drinks. 

Bamboo Hut 479 Broadway; 989-8555. 10pm. 

D) Scotty spins 80s modern rock and '90s dance 

classics. 

Beerfest Space 550. 10pm-4am. The name 

says it all. 

Better Days Pink. 10pm-2am, $10-15. With 

Franky Boissy. 

Bistrotheque Café Flore, 2298 Market; 621-8579. 

6pm-midnight, D) Ken Vulsion spins easily digest- 

ible tunes. 

Bootie DNA Lounge. 9pm, $12. Mashups and 

more. 

Cafe Cocomo 9pm-2am, $15. With live band 

and D). 

City Nights 10pm-2:30am. Hip-hop aff club hits. 

Club Gossip Cat Club. 9:30pm-3am, $6. A new 

wave video nightclub with Damon, Melting Girl, 

Shon, and special guests. 

>) Cockblock Rickshaw Stop. 10pm-2am, $7. 
DJs Nux and Campbell and guests spin deep 

homolicious grooves. 

The Deacon Skylark. 7pm-2am, free. Spinning old 

school, hip-hop, and funk. 

Digital Voda, 10pm-2am, free. Best of European 

house and electro. 

Doghouse ODC Dance Commons, 351 Shotwell; 

www.doghouseswing:com. 9pm-12:30am, $10- 

18. Swing dancing. 

Drunk and Horny Underground SF. Queer boozin’ 

and cruisin’. 9pm-2am. $5 

Element Saturdays Element Lounge. 9pm-3am, 


$10. Hip-hop, mashups, rock, and funk with rotat- 

ing DJs. 

Elevate Roe/Prive, 651 Howard; 979-3031, www. 

sebastienentertainment.com. 9:30pm-3am. Hip- 

hop, rock, club classics, house, global grooves, 

and more 

Fluid Saturdays Fluid Ultra Lounge, 662 Mission; 

615-6888, www.fluidsf.com. 9pm. Hip-hop, mash- 

ups, and rock with DJ Scotty Boy. 

>») Frisco Disco Transfer. 10pm-2am. Richie Panic 
and Jefrodisiac bring you the glam girls, the 

fab boys, bare nipples, scarves, headbands, purple 

eye shadow, conspicuous consumption, and even 

more conspicuous booty shakin’. 

Harry Denton’s Starlight Room 8:30pm, $15 

With D) Dave Gillis and various dance bands. 

Hellatight Amnesia. 9pm-2am.'80s, hip-hop, and 

electro with DJs Vinnie Esperza and Asti Spumanti. 

Hot Boxxx Girls Aunt Charlie's Lounge, 133 Turk; 

www.auntcharlieslounge.com. 10pm-2am, free. 

With host Gina La Divina. 

Hot Mess Stud. 10pm, $5. Nude dude drink spe- 

cials with DJ Kidd Sysko. 

House in the Jungle Lingba Lounge. 9pm-2am, 

free. Deep house with DJ Heather and friends. 

| Love Wet Panties Delirium. 10pm. Really, who 

doesn’t? With DJs Jenny and Jules. 

In House Harry Denton’s Rouge, 1500 Broadway; 

346-7683. 9:30pm-2am. House music with Jason 

and Dommer. 

Live at the BBQ Nickie’s BBQ. 9pm. Hip-hop, 

midtempo, and more with B Dub, Efrem, Devlin, 

and Aron. 

Local Love 1015 Folsom. 10pm-7am, $20. 

Showcasing the brightest D) talent in the 

Bay Area 

Magnet Lounge 1402 Grant; 271-5760. 10pm- 

2am. Hip-hop, old-school, and funk with DJs Rebs, 

Mars, and Defunkt. 

Meet Me in the Bathroom Beauty Bar. 7:30pm- 

2am. DJ Omar and friends spinning ‘80s 

soundtrack hits, electro-noise, and even some 

Australian devil-worshipping tracks. 

Mr. Smith’s 34 Seventh St; 355-9991. 8pm-2am 

With DJ Mei Lwun. 

Pagode da Paz Pureza Skylark. 7pm-2am, $7. 

With live set by Brazilian band Grupo Da Sete, 
Paris-Dakar Celebration Little Baobab. 3388 
19th St. 10pm, $3. African and French hip- 

hop with DJs Sogui and Edibe. 

Playboy Stud. 10pm. Rotating DJs James Glass, 

Ryan Poulson, Saratonin; Derek B, Omar, Joshua J, 

Chelsea Starr, Richard Oh!, and Juanita More. 

Reggae Gold The Endup. 10pm-5am. Reggae, 

dancehall, mashups, soca with Polo, Daddy Rolo, 

and Toks and guests, 

Roccapulco 6:30pm, Weekly salsa lessons. 

Seduction Cellar, 685 Sutter; 441-5678. 

40pm-2am, $15. Hip-hop and dance music with 

rotating DJs. 

Sojurn Rohan Lounge. 10pm-2am, free. Resident 

DJs spin downtempo house and lounge beats. 

Soul Collective Icon Lounge. 10pm-3am. With DJ 

Jerry Ross and Benito Taylor. 

Suede 383 Bay; 399-9555. 9pm-2am, $10-15. 

House and hip-hop. 

Suite One8one 181 Eddy St. 9pm-4am, $20. 

Guest DJs weekly. 

| El Superritmo Make-Out Room. 10pm-2am, 
$5. DJs Roger Mas and El Kool Kyle spin 

cumbia, dancehall, bomba, plena, and salsa. 

Tabu Lounge Glas Kat. 10pm-2am. Smooth hip- 

hop, urban Top 40, and funky Frisco house 

>| Tiger Noises Double Dutch. 10pm-2am. Hip- 
hop, rock, funk, and new shit. 


- Transfer 198 Church; 861-7499. 12am-2am. 


Monster mashups. 

Velvet Lounge 9pm, $10. '70s, ’80s, ‘90s house, 
and hip-hop. 

W Eight, 1151 Folsom; 434-1151. 9pm-2am, $10. 
The “W” is for women. Meaning, you should be 
one, not want to get with one. Though, if you are 
one, you might get with one. Get it? 


SUNDAY 13 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Blues Jam Grant and Green. 3-7pm, free. With 
Mike Miranda 
“Bodog Battle of the Bands” Great American 
Music Hall. 7pm, $15. 
Complications, Emily Jane White, Mylo Jenkins 
Make-Out Room. 8pm, $6. 
>») Lupe Fiasco Fillmore. 
8pm, $30. 
>| Finch, Tera Melos, Sound the Alarm Slim's. 
8pm, $16. 
Lloyd Gregory, Tony Lindsay Biscuits and Blues. 
8pm, $12.50. 
Sixty-Eights, Rachel Margaret, Bird’snest Hotel 
Utah Saloon. 9pm, $6. j 


MUSIC 


Start, Arrows, Cast of Thousands Bottom of 
the Hill. 9pm, $8. 


BAY AREA 
Secure Sounds, Sherlock Tones 19 Broadway 
Nite Club, 19 Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091 
9:30pm, free. 
Sippy Cups, Charity and the JAMband Brava 
Theatre Center, 2781 24th St; www.jamjamjam. 
com. ipm, $18. Benefit for Lakeshore Alternative 
Elementary School: 
This Bike Is a Pipe Bomb, This Is My Fist, 
Love Songs, Vena Cava, Max Levine 
Ensemble 924 Gilman. 5pm, $7. See Picks, 
page 34. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Bill “Doc” Webster Band Les Joulins Jazz Bistro, 

44 Ellis; 397-5397. 8pm. 

>| Stanley Clarke Yoshi’s SF, 1330 Fillmore; 
655-5600. 7pm, $32; 9pm, $28. See Picks, 

page 34. 

Frank Jackson Group Octavia Lounge, 1772 

Market; 863-3516. 3:30pm. 

Mike Greensill Moose’s. 10:30am-2:30pm 

“Jam Session with Donald Bailey” Savanna Jazz. 

7:30pm. 

Mike Lipskin Washington Square Bar and Grill. 

7pm. 

“Live Jazz” Café Royale, 800 Post; 441-4099. 

6pm. 

Modesto Briseno Septet Jazz at Pearl's. 8pm, 

$20; 10pm, $15. 

Rob Modica and Friends Simple Pleasures Cafe. 

3pm, free. 


BAY AREA 
Cypress String Quartet Montalvo Arts Center, 
15400 Montalvo, Saratoga; (408) 961-5858. 3pm, 
$30. Playing Opus 132 in A Minor by Ludwig van 
Beethoven 
i») David Daniels, Martin Katz Hertz Hall, UC 
Berkeley, Bancroft at College, Berk; (510) 
642-9988. 3pm, $48. 
Escalay Nomad Café, 11am, free. 
Hot Club of Marin, Le Riff Raff 19 Broadway 
Nite Club, 19 Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091, 
5pm, free. 
Roy Hargrove Quintet Yoshi's. 7pm, $24; 
9pm, $18. 
Stephanie Bruce and Her Trio Anna’s Jazz Island. 
8pm, $10. 
>») Young Lions, Old Dogs Jazzschool. 
4:30pm, $15. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Crooked Roads, Rich McCulley, Fred Odell 

Parksde. 4pm, free. 

>| Eek-A-Mouse, Pato Banton and the Mystic 
Roots Band Independent. 9pm, $25 

Live flamenco music Cafe Arguello, 2832 Mission; 

643-3160. 7pm. 

Rolando Morales Group Cafe du Nord. 6:30pm, 

$20. “Gimme Shelter Clothing Drive.” 

John Sherry, Kyle Thayer Plough and Stars. 

9pm, free. 

| Slow Motion Cowboy, Marabelle Phoenix, 
Prairie Dog Rite Spot. 9pm, free. 


BAY AREA 

Big Lion It’s a Grind, 555 12th St, Oakl; (510) 268- 

9902. 2pm, free. 

Coro Hispano de San Francisco Mission Dolores 

Basilica, 3321 16th St; 431-4234. 3pm, $15-20. 

“Dia de los Reyes Concert.” 

>| “Country Joe McDonald’s Tribute to Woody 
Guthrie” Little Fox Theatre, 2209 Broadway, 

Redwood City; (650) 369-4119. 7pm, $22. 

>| Gerard Landry Cajun Band, Mark St Mary 
Zydeco Band, Zydeco Flames Eagles Hall, 

2305 Alameda, Alameda; (415) 285-6285. 

4pm, free. 

John McCutcheon Freight and Salvage Coffee 

House. 8pm, $27.50. 

“Starry Irish Music Session” Starry Plough. 8pm- 

11pm. With Shay Black. 

Alicia Zamora Ashkenaz. 6:30pm, $10. 


DANCE CLUBS _ 


All Male Amateur Strip Show Deco, 10pm-1am. 
Hosted by Jim (Ginger Snap) and DJ Lambchop. 
| Ambi-Sonic Madrone Lounge. 8pm. An eve- 

ning of chillout and downtempo beats with 
resident DJs DF Tram, Xanx, Futre BC, and Traffic. 
Bingo Hello Bingo Lexington. 8pm-10pm. Sapphic 
bingo frenzy with D) Myles spinning between 
games. 


Bionic 222 Club. 10pm-2am, $5. House music with 


DJs Solar, Joshua Iz, and Nikola Baytola. 

Boogie Brunch Levende Lounge. 11am-3pm. With 
DJs Ben Hester and Rob G. : 

Church || Pirata. 4pm-12am, free. Lioness Sound 


DJs Green B and Positivi-T spin reggae while you 
eat Caribbean BBQ. 
>>| Club Havana Jelly’s. 4pm, $10. Live set by 
Orquestra Bakan, plus DJ Luis Medina and 
great Cuban BBQ. 
Dimanche Slide, 430 Mason; www.slidesf.com. 
9pm. With D) Frenchy le Freak and special guest. 
>| Dub Mission Elbo Room. 9pm-2am, $5. Dub, 
roots, and classic dancehall with DJs Sep; 
Wisdom, and Robert Rankin’. 
Endup 6am-8pm: “Sunday T-Dance,” with DJs 
Vince, Adrian, Nikola Batyala, Nikita, and Jim 
Hopkins and weekly guests. 8pm-4am, $12: 
“Super Soul Sundayz.” Come back to Sunday 
church with DJ David Harness and guests. 
Escape Cellar. 685 Sutter. 9pm-2am, $5. Funky 
house, hip-hop, and club classics. 
French Kiss Pink. 10pm-2am, $3 after 11. 
Resident bad boys Mykill and Forever 21 play- 
ing electro, disco, punk, pop, indie, rock, and 
mashups. 


LIVE JAZZ 


OPEN FOR 
DINNER EVERY 
WED.-SUN. 


“IT'S YOFFI TIME!” 
Open Mic Every 
Wednesday 8-11:30 
Charts Required! 
Jazz + Blues - R&B 


Friday 1/11 
Jazz Flautist 


GERALD 
BECKETT 


Saturday 1/12 
JESSE 
FOSTER 
& FRIENDS 


JAZZ WORKSHOP 
WILL RETURN IN 
JANUARY ‘08 


Full Bar 
Restaurant 

Heated 

Garden 
415.885.5133 
2231 Chestnut St. 
bistroyoffi.com 


* Cg 
Sat Jan I2 $5 


HIGHTOWER 


& Special Guests 


Sun Jan B afternoon 


GRAYCEON 

wit! 

LA FIN DU MONDE 

& ERIK from OGD 
acoustic 


Weird Fish 
Satellite Restaurant 


j 415.824.1800 


806 S. VANNESS @ 19TH 


Harry Denton’s Starlight Room 8:30pm, free. 

With DJ Page Hodel. 

Holding Firm Reggae Sundays Underground 

SF. 10pm-2am, free. Reggae and dancehall 

with Stepwise and Dread Lion, with weekly 

special guests. 

Kodo Wish. 8pm-2am, free. Downtempo, funk, 

soul, broken beat, deep house grooves care of 

residents Hideo Kabayashi, Still Rob G, and Tokyo 

Component. 

Password Vessel. 10pm-2am, $20. Hip-hop and 

sports: two great tastes that taste great together. 

Propaganda Laszlo. 9pm. Intimate disco and 

electro-pop. 

>>| Rare Bird Dalva. 9pm-2am, free. DJ Vanka 
spins rare jazz, soul, and funk. 

Salsa Sundays El Rincon. 8pm-2am, free. Salsa 

lesson plus D) dance party with Super Chino, De 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 52 >> 


111 MINNA GALLERY 


111 MINNA STREET at 2ND STREET 
111MINNAGALLERY.COM © 415 974 1719 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9TH 


QOOL 


5-10pm, Free before 6pm $5 cover 
For more info: www.qoolsf.com 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 10TH 
Dragonfly Lounge 5-9pm 


Happy Hour 


with DJ Gabe Free & open to the public. 
$1 off draft beer, well spirits, wine. 


“Zappa Room 8pm-2am 


Perfect Machine 
Record Release Party 


$10 cover/ free copy cd 
www.myspace.com/perfectmachines 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 
Get out of the fast lane for 


KRUSH HOUR 
HAPPY HOURS 


5pm-9pm FREE & open to the public 


9pm-2am 111777 
Art show and Book release 


111 naked women 


with their favorite shoes on their couches. 
more info:www.threequestionmarks.com/ 
blog/2007/11/111.html 
dj's Chelsea Starr, Jenny Young, Heather b 
& more girl DJ's from the book 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH 
PlayAreaCodes & Drullenium & Slap Ent 
Present 


Sensual Seduction 
$10 10pm-2am 
more info at playareacodes.com 
or or guestlist ds. guestlist@yahoo. com 


MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH _ 
5-9pm 


Gridiron Software 
event 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15TH 


EFF event 


~ WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH 


QOoL 


5-10pm, Free before 6pm $5 cover 
For more info: www.qoolsf.com 
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SUN/13 
DANCE CLUBS 
CONT>» 


La Clave, and guests. 


Salsa Sundays El Rio. 3pm. Live set by Rumbache, 


plus free BBQ and salsa dance lessons. 

Sundance Saloon Space 550. 5pm-10:30pm, 

$5. Country-western dancing, serving the gay- 
lesbian-bisexual-transgender community and its 
friends. 

Sun-Daze Double Dutch. 10pm-2am. Hip-hop and 
old-school with D) B-Love. 

Vission Latina E| Rio. 3-8pm, $8. Salsa dance 
classes and live music. 


Uptown 


1/9 DEATH BY VIDEO 


ALLAUSIC VIDEO DANCE PARTY WITH 85 RRETTMIFICENT 
EVERY WEDNESDAY! 


1/10 VIVA HATE 


(MEMBERS OF SWINGIN UTTERS, TIGER ARMY & AFI} 


1/17 KOFI BROWN 


SHELLEY DOTY 


1/18 THE HELLBILLYS 


1/25 BIG SANDY 
& HIS FLY-RITE BOYS 


TIPPY CANOE & THE PADDLEMEN, RED MEAT 


1/26 DJ OMAR 


& JAY-SOWIC PRESENT THE PREMEIR OF 


OAKLAND 


DANCE PARTY! EVERY 4TH SATURDAY 


1/31 DEKE DICKERSON 


LOS HIGHTOPS, THE SLOW POISONER 


2/1 JETBOY 


FLEXX BRONCO, DYNAMITE 8 


2/8 SUGAR & GOLD 


HOTTUB, SOMEHOW AT SEA 


2/14 BANYA 


(FEATURING HIKE WATT & STEPHEN PERKINS) 
DAMON & THE HEATHEN 


2/15 THE BROUN FELLINIS 
2/23 HIGH ON FIRE 


ALIFE ONCE LOST, SAVIOURS, INTRONAUT 
EVERY MONDAY 


UPTOWN HUBBA HUBBA! 


LIVE BURLESQUE REVUE 


1928 TELEGRAPH AVE. 
(510) 451-8100 21 & OVER 


www.uptownnightclub.com 
myepace.conVoaklandmusicscene.com 


MONDAY 14 


ROCK(SEVES/HIESUOE 


Bart Davenport, Rubies, Dana Jensen Cafe du 

Nord. 9:30pm, $5. “Monday Night Hoot Reunion.” 

Moonlight Sexy, Get Back Lorettas, Zodiac Death 

Valley 12 Galaxies. 9pm, $8. 

>| Reaction, Dead Western, Static Mind-Fi Elbo 
Room. 9pm, $5. See Picks, page 34. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Bishop Norman Williams Quintet Les Joulins Jazz 
Bistro, 44 Ellis; 397-5397. 8pm. 

Contemporary Jazz Orchestra Jazz at Pearl's. 8 
and 10pm, $10. 

Bobby Hutcherson Yoshi's SF, 1330 Fillmore; 655- 
5600. 8pm, $22; 10pm, $18. Through Jan 16. 


MUSIC 


Jazz Jam Grant and Green. 10pm, free. House 
band followed by a jam session. 

Mike Greensill Duo Moose’s. 8pm. 

Monk’s Music Trio Simple Pleasures Café. 
8pm, free. 


Eric Shifrin Washington Square Bar and Grill. 7pm. 


BAY AREA 
>>| Howard Wiley and the Angola Project with 
Faye Carol Yoshi's. 8pm, $15; 10pm, $10. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Bluegrass Mondays Amnesia. 8:30pm, free. 


“I Don’t Like Mondays” Blondie’s Bar and No Grill, 


540 Valencia; 864-2419. 9pm, free. Live musician 
showcase with local talent. 


Live flamenco music Cafe Arguello, 2832 Mission; 


643-3160. 7pm. 
“Open Mic with J) Schultz” Hotel Utah Saloon. 
7:30pm, free. 


THIEVES TAVERN 


© THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL™ 


A96 147H ST & GUERRERO 415.252.9082 
DAILY HAPPY HOUR 5 TO 8 OPEN DAILY 5 TO 2 


_S K ingmart 3 
v¥ROOM 


Wednesday + reggae nites 
DJ Riddm 
Roots-Reggae-Dancehall 


Thursday ae ffloodvibes 
dj flood 


Eclectic Feel-Good Grooves 


Friday + Champion Sound 
Raashan Ahmad 
of Crown City Rockers 
Soul, R&B, Funk, & Downtempo 


Saturday + a b sides 
DJ Mark Maiden from D.S.T. crew 
crate-diggin' goodness 


en very Sunday € & Monday 
Service Industry Night 
Drink Specials All Night! 


Suasdds oy 80's ni ht 
$ cS) 
dj Anne Sporer from KALX 


860 SAN PABLO AVE. 
(AT SOLANO) ALBANY, CA 


510.526.5888 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 5P - 2A 
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BpeKing WUGEL ne) 
Lucky ‘Lounge 


Wednesday 


open turntables (call to hook) 


9pm Rockit Science 
DJ Dan spins a genre-surfing extravaganza 


Thursday 9pm 


_ LEISURE LAB 
DI Mark Maitien hosts your 
new neighherhood party 


Friday 9pm 
DJ MARK MAIDEN 
From the 0.1.8. Crew spins all manner of mind- 
lowing mixes : 


Saturday 9pm 
MAGIC MILK CRATES 


1) Mood & guests feature a sumptuous jumbalaya of 
tatities, dew beats & forgotten nuggets 


Sunday 9pm. 
WORKING STIFFS 
Dis Franchise mixes RaB and Sout industry Night 
~ fleen Drink Biscounts for har a restaurant stati 


Happy Hour Every Day 5-8pm 
$2.00 PBR Every Night 
9332 Grand Ave., Bakiand $4610 
510 465 KING 


BAY AREA 

Derek Smith’s Open Mic 19 Broadway Nite Club, 
19 Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 9:30pm, 
free. 

Andy McKee, Don Ross Little Fox Theatre, 
2209 Broadway, Redwood City; (650) 369-4119. 
8pm, $16. 

“Songwriters Symposium” Blakes. 8:30pm, $2-3 
Acoustic open mic. 

Traditional Irish music session Starry Plough. 
9pm, free. 


TUESDAY 15 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Basement Revelations, Buxter Hoot’n, Kemo 
Sabe Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $8. 
Cross Canadian Ragweed, Elliot Randall 
Independent. 8pm, $14. 
>») Durgas, Enablers 12 Galaxies. 9pm, $8 

Fat Tuesday Band with Edna Love Biscuits 
and Blues. 8pm, $12.50. 
In Rare Form, Something Different, 
Under the Iron Bridge, Greening Red Devil 
Lounge. 8pm, $10. 
“Open Stage at the Rock-It Room” 9pm, free 
Sound tech, drum kit, and amps provided 
We Are Efft, Jennifer Harper, Son of Gunnar, Ton 
of Shell El Rio. 8pm, free. 


BAY AREA 
Danny Uzilevsky 19 Broadway Nite Club, 19 
Broadway, Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. 9:30pm, free. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Margie Baker Shanghai 1930. Tor 

Cecil Wells Quintet Les Joulins Jazz Bistro, 44 
Ellis; 397-5397. 7:30pm 

Dave Parker Quartet Rasselas Jazz. 9pm, free 
Chris Huson Washington Square Bar and Grill. 
7pm. 


Bobby Hutcherson Yoshi’s SF, 1330 Fillmore; 655- 


5600. 8pm, $22; 10pm, $18. Through Jan 16. 
Jam Session with Gerry Grosz Beach Chalet, 
1000 Great Highway; 386-8439. 6:30pm, free. 


“Latin Jazz Night” Mojito. 9pm-midnight, $10. 
Live music followed by Latin dance grooves with 
D) Vanka 
Miles Ahead Figaro Ristorante, 414 Columbus; 
398-1300. 7-10pm. 
Musashi Moose’s. 8pm. 
Ricardo Scales Top.of the Mark. 7pm, $5 
>| Marcus Shelby, Howard Wiley Jazz at Pearl’s 
8 and 10pm, $10 
Stompy Jones Verdi Club, 2424 Mariposa; www. 
oldtimey.net/tuesdays.html. 9:30pm, $12 
Susan Sutton Washington Square Bar and Grill. 
7pm. 
>») Vince Lateano Trio Savanna Jazz 
8:30pm. 


BAY AREA 

Albany High School Jazz Band Yoshi's. 8 and 
10pm, $15 

Dori Green 19 Broadway Nite Club, 19 Broadway, 
Fairfax; (415) 459-1091. Spm, free. 

“Jazzschool Tuesdays” Jupiter. 8pm, free 
“Singers’ Open Mic with Ellen Hoffman” Anna's 
Jazz Island. 8pm, $5. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTEY 


Andrew Freeman Giordano Brothers, 303 

Columbus; 397-2767. 8pm, free 

»>| Rickie Lee Jones Cafe du Nord. 8:30pm, $30. 
Live flamenco music Cafe Arguello, 2832 

Mission; 643-3160. 7pm 

Michael Duffy and Friends Plough and Stars. 

9pm, free. 

>| Nobody from Ipanema Elbo Room. 9pm, $7. 
Leyna Noel, Susie Asado Fort Gallery, 83B 

Wiese; 244-9452. 8pm, $5-10. 


BAY AREA 

“Freight Open Mic” Freight and Salvage Coffee 
House. 8pm, $5.50. 

Chris Jacobs Uptown. 9pm, free 

“Open Mic with Joan Pez and Girl George” Starry 
Plough. 7:30pm, free. 

Tom Rigney and Flambeau Ashkenaz. 

8:30pm, $10. sFBc 


February 11 


The Grand Ballroom at the Regency Center 
1300 Van Ness Avenue 


ON SALE SUNDAY AT 10AM! 


[GOLDENVO E} TICKETMASTER.COM * CHARGE: 415.421.8497 


TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS 


goldenvoice.com 


ticketmaster 


Country Joe McDonald performs Tribute to Woody Guthrie, a one-person 
musical play, Sun/13 at the Little Fox Theatre, 2209 Broadway, Redwood City; 
(650) 369-4119. | PHOTO BY TOM WELLER 


AMNESIA 
853 Valencia 
(415) 970-0012 


ANNIE’S SOCIAL 
CLUB 

917 Folsom 
(415) 974-1585 


ARGUS LOUNGE 
3187 Mission 
(415) 824-1447 
ASIASF 

201 Ninth St 
(415) 255-2742 


ATLAS CAFE 
3049 20th St 
(415) 648-1047 
BALAZO18 
2183 Mission 
(415) 255-7227 


BAMBUDDHA 
LOUNGE 

601 Eddy 

(415) 885-5088 
BAOBAB 

3388 19th St 
(415) 643-3558 


BAZAAR CAFE 
5927 California 
(415) 831-5620 


BEAUTY BAR 
2299 Mission 
(415) 285-0323 


BIMBO’S 

365 CLUB 
1025 Columbus 
(415) 474-0365 


BISCUITS 

AND BLUES 

401 Mason 

(415) 292-2583 
BOHEMIA LOUNGE 
1624 California 
(415) 474-6968 
BOOM BOOM ROOM 
1601 Fillmore 

(415) 673-8000 


BOTTOM 

OF THE HILL 
1233 17th St 
(415) 621-4455 
BROADWAY 
STUDIOS 

-435 Broadway 
(415) 291-0333 
BRUNO’S 

2389 Mission 
(415) 643-5200 
BUBBLE LOUNGE 
714 Montgomery 
(415) 434-4204 


BUTTER 

354 11th St 
(415) 863-5964 
CAFE CLAUDE 
7 Claude 

(415) 392-3515 
CAFE COCOMO 
650 Indiana 
(415) 824-6910 
CAFE DU NORD 
2170 Market 
(415) 861-5016 
CAFE 
INTERNATIONAL 
508 Haight 
(415) 665-9915 
CASANOVA 
LOUNGE 

527 Valencia 
(415) 863-9328 
CATALYST 
COCKTAILS 
312 Harriet 
(415) 621-1722 
CAT CLUB 

1190 Folsom 
(415) 431-3332 
CITY NIGHTS 
715 Harrison 
(415) 546-7938 
CLUB CALIENTE 
298 11th St 
(415) 255-2232 


CLUB DELUXE 
1509 Haight 
(415) 552-6949 
CLUB NV 

525 Howard 
(415) 339-8686 
CLUB SIX 

60 Sixth St 
(415) 863-1221 
CONNECTICUT 
YANKEE 

100 Connecticut 
(415) 552-4440 
CRASH 

34 Mason 


- 1-877-342-7274 


DALVA 
3121 16th St 
(415) 252-7740 


DANNY COYLE’S 
668 Haight 
(415) 431-4724 


DELIRIUM 
3139 16th St 
(415) 552-5525 
DNA LOUNGE 
375 11th St 
(415) 626-1409 


DOLCE 

440 Broadway 
(415) 989-3434 
DOLORES PARK 
CAFE 

501 Dolores 
(414) 621-2936 
DOUBLE DUTCH 
3192 16th St 
(415) 503-1670 
DUPLEX 

1525 Mission 
(415) 355-1525 
EAGLE TAVERN 
398 12th St 
(415) 626-0880 
EDINBURGH 
CASTLE PUB 
950 Geary 
(415) 885-4074 
EIGHT 

1151 Folsom 
(415) 431-1151 
ELBO ROOM 
647 Valencia 
(415) 552-7788. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE 
1028 Geary 
(415) 571-1362 
ELIXIR 

3200 16th St 
(415) 552-1633 
ENDUP 

401 Sixth St 
(415) 357-0827 
FAT CITY 

314 11th St 
(415) 861-2890 
FILLMORE 
1805 Geary 
(415) 346-6000 
540 CLUB 

540 Clement 
(415) 752-7276 
FLUID ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

662 Mission 
(415) 615-6888 
FUSE 


_ 493 Broadway 


(415) 788-2706 
GLAS KAT 

520 Fourth St 
(415) 495-6626 
GRAND 

1300 Van Ness 
(415) 673-5716 
GRANT AND GREEN 
1371 Grant 

(415) 693-9565 


GREAT AMERICAN 
MUSIC HALL 

859 O'Farrell 
(415) 885-0750 


HARRY DENTON’S 
STARLIGHT ROOM 
Sir Francis Drake 
Hotel 

450 Powell 

(415) 395-8595 
HEMLOCK TAVERN 
1131 Polk 

(415) 923-0923 
HIFI 

2125 Lombard 
(415) 345-TONE 
HOMESTEAD 
2301 Folsom 
(415) 282-4663 
HOTEL UTAH 
SALOON 

500 Fourth St 
(415) 546-6300 
HOUSE OF SHIELDS 
39 New 
Montgomery 
(415) 495-5436 
ICON ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

1192 Folsom 
(415) 626-4800 
INDEPENDENT 
628 Divisadero 
(415) 771-1421 
IRELAND’S 32 
3920 Geary 

(415) 386-6173: 
JACK’S CLUB 
2545 24th St 
(415) 641-5371 
JAZZ AT PEARL’S 
256 Columbus 
(415) 291-8255 
JELLY’S 

295 Terry Francois 
(415) 495-3099 
JOHNNY FOLEY’S 
243 O'Farrell 
(415) 954-0777 
KATE O’BRIENS 
579 Howard 
(415) 882-7240 


KELLY’S MISSION 
ROCK 

817 Terry Francois 
(415) 626-5355 
KIMO’S 

1351 Polk 

(415) 885-4535 
KNOCKOUT 

3223 Mission 
(415) 550-6994 


LASZLO 

2534 Mission 
(415) 401-0810 
LEVENDE LOUNGE 
1710 Mission 
(415) 864-5585 
LEXINGTON CLUB 
3464 19th St 
(415) 863-2052 
LINGBA LOUNGE 
1469 18th St 
(415) 355-0001 
LIPO LOUNGE 
916 Grant 

(415) 982-0072 
LOFT 11 

316 11th St 
(415) 701-8111 
LOU’S PIER 47 
300 Jefferson 
(415) 771-5687 
LUCID BAR 

580 Sutter 

(415) 398-0195 
MAD DOG IN THE 
FOG 

530 Haight 
(415) 626-7279 
MADRONE LOUNGE 
500 Divisadero 
(415) 241-0202 
MAKE-OUT ROOM 
3225 22nd St 
(415) 647-2888 
METRONOME 
DANCE CENTER 
1830 17th St 
(415) 252-9000 
MEZZANINE 
444 Jessie 

(415) 625-8880 
MIGHTY 

119 Utah 

(415) 626-7001 
MILK 

1840 Haight 
(415) 387-6455 
MOJITO 

1337 Grant 
(415) 398-1120 


MOOSE’S 

1652 Stockton 
(415) 989-7800 
NICKIE’S 

466 Haight 
(415) 255-0300 


OLD FIRST CHURCH 
1751 Sacramento 
(415) 474-1608 


111 MINNA 
GALLERY 

111 Minna 
(415) 974-1719 
PARK 

747 Third St 
(415) 974-1925 


PARKSIDE 
1600 17th St 
(415) 252-1330 
PIER 23 

Pier 23 

(415) 362-5125 


PINK 
2925 16th St 
(415) 431-8889 


PLOUGH AND 
STARS 

116 Clement 
(415) 751-1122 


PLUSH ROOM 
York Hotel 

940 Sutter 

(415) 885-2800 
POLENG LOUNGE 
1751 Fulton 
(415) 441-1710 


PUBLIC 

1489 Folsom 
(415) 552-3065 
PURPLE ONION 
140 Columbus 
(415) 217-8400 
RAMP 

855 China Basin 
(415) 621-2378 


RASSELAS JAZZ: 
1534 Fillmore 
(415) 346-8696 


RED DEVIL LOUNGE 
1695 Polk 
(415) 921-1695 


RED POPPY ART 
HOUSE © 

2698 Folsom 
(415) 826-2402 


REDWOOD ROOM 
Clift Hotel 

495 Geary 

(415) 775-4700 
RETOX LOUNGE 
628 20th St 
(415) 626-7386 


RICKSHAW STOP 
155 Fell 
(415) 861-2011 


EL RINCON 
2700 16th St 
(415) 437-9240 


EL RIO 
3158 Mission 
(415) 282-3325 


RIPTIDE BAR 
3639 Taraval 
(415) 240-8360 
RITE SPOT 

2099 Folsom 
(415) 552-6066 . 


ROCCAPULCO 
SUPPER CLUB 
3140 Mission 
(415) 648-6611 
ROCK-IT ROOM 
406 Clement 
(415) 387-6343 
ROHAN LOUNGE 
3809 Geary 
(415) 221-5095 
ROYALE 

1326 Grant 
(415) 433-4247 
RUBY SKYE 
420 Mason 
(415) 693-0777 
SAVANNA JAZZ 
2937 Mission 
(415) 285-3369 
SHANGHAI 1930 
133 Steuart 
(415) 896-5600 
SHINE DANCE 
LOUNGE 

1337 Mission 
(415) 421-1916 
SKYLARK 

3089 16th St 
(415) 621-9294 


CONTINUES ON 
PAGE 545) 
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ZINES * DIY SOOnS 
* ART GALLERY * 


Across from Kezar Stadium 
(original home of the 49ers) 


DELIRIUM 
~ (OCKTAILS 


a4 Sewice fer the K4 


$2 Tecate/$2.50 PBR pint 
Free Barbeque Every Sat & Sun 


W SWEET THING 


W/ DJ JULES & NIKKI - 60s, 70s, ROCK & SOUL 


UILT FOR SPEED 


B 
se Rocks Your Ass! 


F \o/ BY MASHER BLASTER 
Wet Panties 


su 
M 


78 


M 4-2, TU 2-2, W-F 4-2, S-S 1PM-2 
HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM 
3139 16TH ST. AT ALBION 


SF’s Finest Sports Bar 
& Restaurant 


Showing All Sports 
In HD, 18 All new LCD 
& Plasma Flat Screens 


Catch all the College 
Bowl games & NFL 


Playoff games 


770 Stanyan 
(415)386.9292 


PUNK AS PLES 


BS Jules 1984) 


UGLY 


vo/ Ba ROSIER 


Space is the Place 
w/DdJMikey - 60’s Psych /Garage Rock 


LACK TUESDAYS 


W/ THE FIEND 


TEL. 415-552-5525 


VAS 


D DEVIL LOUNGE 


TINO TEN 


THURSDAY JANUARY 10TH 


rAISED BY 
feOBOTS} 


i Cc reLease 
Se W/ MCMHL 


<\\ es : 
w/ COUNT DANTE, THEB CUPS, ann SASSY 


SOCIETY 
DNA LOUNGE 


@HARRISON), SAN FRANCISCO! 21+ 


w/ Special suests MONKEY 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 30TH 8PM|$20 


w/ EASTERN 
CONFERENCE 
CHAMPIONS 


8PMl$20 


a 9 fb 


THURSDAY JANUARY 31ST 


HALEY 


‘BILL: 
ok) % Oviginal Coicetip 
= cll 


eS 


rod 
¥ 
ELVIS 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 1ST aS 
HOT FOR TEACHER 


THE PREMIERE 
VAN HALEN rRipuTE BANOY 


AND COMING SOON TO RED DEVIL LOUNGE 
1/12-monstersor rock Festw/ DESTROYER 
1/15-INRARE FORM +1/17-ASAPEOPLE fiat 
1/18-NOTORIOUS - 1/19- WONDER BREAD 5 
1/23-PILLOWFACE 
1/24-FELONIQUS + 1/25-POP ROCKS 
2/02-LIL TUFFY S WINTER BALL 
2/06-CURTIS PEOPLES + 2/07-BLUE CHEER 
2/08-THEBRUISES « 2/13- ASTRAL 
2/15-MIGGS = 2/21- THE WEARIES 
2/22- DIGITALUNDERGROUND 
2/29-RYKARDA PARASOL 
3/07-BLACK 47+ 4/10-LOOPISTATION 
®JSP 5/10-EVOLUTION = a 


1695 POLK ST, SANFRANCISCO| 21+ w/ID 
ALL SHOWS ARE GENERAL ADMISSION 
CALL (415)447-4734 FOR VIP SEATING 
ADVANCE TICKETS @ TICKETWEB.COM 


WWW.REDDEVILLOUNGE.COM 


SFBG.COM/MUSIC 53... 


THE ACT ERS Alte NEIL DIAMOND EXPERIENCE 


FULL BAR + 7 OLE 
THE FINEST OUTDOOR PATIO SOUTH OF MARKET 


Mi New & Improved 2pm-8pm 


» Y HAPPY 
r HOUR 


$3 WELLS SATURDAY 3-8PM 


Fed 1/9 9 PUSH IT! 


ROCK NW’ ROLL AEROBICS 
6:30PM HOT, SWEATY ACTION! 
$5. ALL LEVELS WELCOME 


COME CET $! PERS OFF 
OF AYSHA ALL NIGHT LONG! 


FORCE OF HABIT 
RECORDS PRESENTS 
8PM LOVE PENTAGON 
$8 INKTURE 
ALL AGES BUC PEDALS 
kL MO : 
PAN DE SAL 


HAPPY HOUR SHOW 
THE IMMORALS 
BEM RADIO SUICIDE 
aLiaces CRUC MISSES 


9PM 
7 


ALCOHOLOCAUST 
PRESENTS 


MGHTSTICK JUSTICE 
FUC MY HEAD 
TV EVANGELIST 


TWANG SUNDAY 
CROOKED ROADS 

ae RICH MCCULLEY 
FRED ODELL 


ae (NESS 


cD 1 HAMS MIGHT 


THIS BME ‘“e A PIPE BOME B 
NOTHINGTON 
ore. DEAD RINGERS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 


WI? ~ PORK CHOP STRIKES AGAIN! 
WI9 - RESILIENCE, EVACUATE, MORAL DECLINE, 
CRUCIAL CAUSE, SHANGHAI SURPRISE 
1/23 - AMERICAN RELAY, THE REVERSE, 
THE FATHER 
1/24 - LADY DOTTIE & THE DIAMONDS, 
THE CHORES, BROWNTOWN WEST, HOT Foe 
W725 - 3RD RAUL, THE PIE RATS, WIRE GRAFFITT/ 
1/26 - MY REVOLVER, WHISKEY & KNIVES, 
COBRETTI, INFERNO OF JOY 


FOR MORE LICTINGS VISIT 
WWW.MYSPACE. COM/THEEPARKSIDE 


1600 17TH STREET* 252-1330 


TAVERN 


1131 POLK ST. 


between Post & Sutter 


415/923.0923 


WWW, HEMLOCKTAVERN.COM 


DJ LETHAL ETHAN 
, DEAD WESTERN 
S OAXACAN 

WOMAN'S WORTH 


~ 9PM FREE 


THE BAY BRIDGED PRESENTS: 
= = AUDIO OUT SEND 
= THE LONELYHEARTS 
LEIGH GREGORY 


9:30PM $7 


NEVER HEALED 
SKIN LIKE IRON 
GRACE ALLEY 

DJ RIFF RAFF 


EARLY - NEUTRAL BOY ~ 
8 = SHOOTIN LUCY 
PUNK ROCK SIDESHOW 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: #°™ $10 
UPHILL BOTH WAYS 
ROY ZIMMERMAN 
5 2 MARK SILVERMAN 
MARY VAN NOTE 
FOLLOWED BY 
DJ FOOD COURT 


DJ ARP 9PM FREE 
& ANDY CABIC (VETIVER) F 
PWRFLPWR 9:30PM $6 
JIB KIDDER 
THE TURKS 
& © HURRY UP SHOTGUN 

ETERNAL TAPESTRY (NO NO FUN 

EMPTY ROOMS 
3 & FINEST DEAREST 

TOP CRITTER 

EARLY - BIG FUN 

THE PLEASURE KILLS 
3 & THE RANTOULS 
LATE = 100 SUNS 
SANTHAI 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
SOMETHING WITH GENITALS 
TOSSING ALICE, 
LES MILTON, 
MUFFN’ TOPS, 
MARY VAN NOTE 


9PM FREE 


8PM $5 


10PM FREE 


10PM FREE 


rs 
= 


ow 
a 
~ 
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FRI. & SAT. 
JAN. 11 & 12 


DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 


eee 


365 Club ™ 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 


(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


TICKETS AT TICKETS.COM (800) 225-2277 AND AT THE CLUB 
MF /10AM-4PM, TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.TICKETWEB.COM 


WED Goss 

09. | PLEASE DO NOT FIGHT 

yg PAPERTIGER 
DANGERMAKER 


d+ | 0) AFRO-TROPI-ELECTRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 


1/10 | AFROLICIOUS 


10PM WITH DJS/HOSTS: 


$5 | PLEASUREMAKER 


SENOR 0Z 
AND GUESTS 


J. ELROD & B. LEE 

ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

FREE FUNK FRIDAY: 
COLUMBIA! 

wiu DJS BETO (sounoway) 
GUILLERMO (eerrernatr) 


VINNIE ESPARZAtrr) 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


FORREST DAY 

REMO CONSCIOUS 
P.E.A.C.E. (rreestvi FELLOWSHIP) 
THE ZAZOUS 


DUB MISSION PRESENTS THE BEST IN 
DUB, ROOTS AND CLASSIC DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP anp Guests 
WISDOM (cocosmoover 
anp ROBERT RANKIN’ 


(MASSIVE SOUND INTERNATIONAL) 
$2 DRINK SPECIALS! 


THE REACTION 
DEAD WESTERNS 
STATIC MIND-FI 


bi 0) =a) LIVE BRAZILIAN MUSIC & DANCING! 


WEDIGC scans 


JAH (stamamzy 

(SINGLE RELEASE PARTY) 

DJ E-DA BOSS (OM) ews 
AMEEN & PLEXX (oneram) 


UPCOMING 

THU 1/17 AFROLICIOUS 

FRI 1/18 ELEMNOP/BAYONICS 

SAT 1/19 SOUL PARTY 

SUN 1720 DUB MISSION: 
NICKODEMUS & ZEB 
(TURNTABLES ON 
THE HUDSON/NY) 


ADVANCED TICKETS FOR MOST SHOWS AVAILABLE 
AT ELBO ROOM & AT TCKETWEBCOM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
INFO: 415 5527788 | WWW.ELBO.COM 


CUT + 
PASTE 


HANDMADE 
clothing + accessories + 
jewelry + paper goods 
+ craft supplies + zines 
+more! 


www.cutxpaste.com 


LIVE SHOWS 
CALENDAR 


All shows are free & all ages welcome! 
Check Amoeba.com for complete listings... 


SAN FRA co: 
FRIDAY * JANUARY 18 - 6PM 
AMOEBA HOMEGROWN PRESENTS: 


AQLOVE 


This San Francisco based group fuses classic 
hip-hop with neo-soul, creating a truly fresh 
Bay Area sound. With 


SATURDAY + JANUARY 19 - 2PM 


DEVENDRA BANHART 


One of the most fascinating, unpredictable, 

and inspiring artists of his generation. With 

his new album Smokey Rolls Down Thunder 

Canyon, Devendra continues to surprise and 

delight an ever-increasing audience of fans 
a 


SUNDAY + JANUARY 27- 2PM 


AU REVOIR SIMONE . 


FRIDAY + FEBRUARY 1° 7PM 


VAMPIRE WEEKEND 


@ BERKELEY: 


No shows this week. Check amoeba.com for 


NEW RED-TAG DEAL! 
BUY ANY 4 ITEMS WITH ARED PRICE TAG, 
& GET THE CHEAPEST ONE FREE! 
MIX& MATCH ALL FORMATS 


AMOEBA SAN FRANCISCO 
1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 


AMOEBA BERKELEY 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE » (510) 549-1125 
WWW.AMOEBA.COM 


‘WE VALIDATE PARKING! HAIGHT & STANVAN LOT IN SF 
AND SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY! 


club list 


CONT>> 


SLIDE 

430 Mason 
(415) 421-1916 
SLIM’S 

333 11th St 
(415) 255-0333 
SOLUNA CAFE 
AND LOUNGE 
272 McAllister 
(415) 621-2200 
SPACE 550 

550 Barneveld 
(415) 550-8286 
STUD 

399 Ninth St 
(415) 252-7883 
SUEDE 

383 Bay 

(415) 399-9555 
SUGAR LOUNGE 
377 Hayes 
(415) 255-7144 
SUITE ONESONE 
181 Eddy 

(415) 345- 9900 
SUPPERCLUB 
657 Harrison 
(415) 348-0900 
1015 FOLSOM 
1015 Folsom 
(415) 431-1200 
330 RITCH 

330 Ritch 

(415) 541-9574 
TOP OF THE 
MARK 

Mark Hopkins 
Intercontinental 
Hotel 

1 Nob Hill 

(415) 616-6916 
TRANSFER 

198 Church 
(415) 861-7499 
TUNNEL TOP 
601 Bush 

(415) 986-8900 
12 GALAXIES 
2565 Mission 
(415) 970-9777 
26 MIX 


| 3024 Mission 


(415) 826-7378 


| 222 CLUB 


222 Hyde 
(415) 864-2288 
UNDERGROUND 


| SF 


424 Haight 
(415) 864-7386 


| VELVET LOUNGE 


443 Broadway 


|| (415) 788-0228 


VODA 
56 Belden 
(415) 677-9242 


| WARFIELD 


982 Market 
(415) 775-7722 
WISH 

1539 Folsom 
(415) 431-1661 


BAY AREA 


ALBATROSS PUB 
1822 San Pablo, 
Berk 

(510) 843-2473 
ANNA’S JAZZ 
ISLAND 

2120 Allston 
Way, Berk 

(510) 841-JAZZ 
ASHKENAZ 
1317 San Pablo, 
Berk 

(510) 525-5054 
BECKETT’S 
2271 Shattuck, 
Berk 

(510) 647-1790 
BLAKES 

2367 Telegraph, 
Berk 

(510) 848-0886 


CAFE VAN KLEEF 
1621 Telegraph, 
Oakl 
(510) 763-7711 
DOWNTOWN 
2102 Shattuck, 
Berk 
(510) 649-3810 
FOURTH STREET 
TAVERN 
711 Fourth St, 
San Rafael 
(415) 454-4044 
FREIGHT AND 
SALVAGE 
COFFEE HOUSE 
1111 Addison, 
Berk 
(510) 548-1761 
JAZZSCHOOL 
2087 Addison, 
Berk 
(510) 845-5373 
JUPITER 
2181 Shattuck, 
Berk 
(510) THE-ROCK 
KINGMAN’S 
LUCKY LOUNGE 
3332 Grand, Oakl 
(510) 465-KING 
MAMA BUZZ 
CAFE 
2318 Telegraph, 
Oakl 
(510) 465-4073 
19 BROADWAY 
19 Broadway, 
Fairfax 
(415) 459-1091 
924 GILMAN 
STREET 
PROJECT 
924 Gilman, Berk 
(510) 525-9926 
NOMAD CAFE 
6500 Shattuck, 
Oak! 
(510) 595-5344 
PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE 
2025 Broadway, 
Oakl 
(510) 465-6400 
RUBY ROOM 
132 14th St, Oakl 
(510) 444-7224 
SHATTUCK 
DOWN LOW 
2284 Shattuck, 
Berk 
(510) 548-1159 
STARRY PLOUGH 
3101 Shattuck, 
Berk 
(510) 841-2082 
STORK CLUB 
2330 Telegraph, 
Oakl 
(510) 444-6174 
SWEETWATER 
3 


Throckmorton, 
Mill Valley 

(415) 388-2820 
TIME OUT BAR 
AND PATIO 
1822 Grant, 
Concord 

(925) 798-1811 
21 GRAND 

416 25th St, Oakl 
(510) 444-7263 
UPTOWN 

1928 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 451-8100 
WHITE HORSE 
6551 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 652-3820 
YOSHI'S 

510 
Embarcadero 
West 

Jack London 
Square, Oak! 
(510) 238- 
9200 sFac 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN VISUAL ART 


visual art 


Takashi Murakami’s glittering J-pop world of manga-inspired imagery triggers visceral 
responses: witness the artist’s The Castle of Tin Tin (1998; collection of Ruth and Jake Bloom, 
Marina del Rey, courtesy of Blum and Poe, Los Angeles; © 1998 Takashi Murakami/Kaikai Kiki Co, 
All rights reserved) and the current installation at “© Murakami” at the Geffen Contemporary at 
the Museum of Contemporary Art (© Takashi Murakami/Kaikai Kiki Co. All rights reserved). 

; PHOTO OF THE INSTALLATION BY BRIAN FORREST 


-pop sucker punch 


With brand names and bright colors, 


“© MURAKAMI” gets you in the gut 


By Glen Helfand 
> a&eletters@sfbg.com 


Visceral reactions are the last 
thing one might expect from the 
perversely brilliant “© Murakami,” 
Takashi Murakami’s well-publicized 
survey exhibition at Los Angeles’ 
Museum of Contemporary Art. 
The telling copyright symbol that 
precedes the artist’s name in the 
exhibition title fits the cool, post- 
Warholian corporate-style control 
he exerts over his’art and his 
identity. The Japanese but globally 
recognized artist is the kingpin of 
tweaked J-pop, a genre associated 
with plastic Hello Kitty cute, and 
he’s the CEO of his own brand 
and studio-factory, Kaikai Kiki 
Co., from which he produces his 
paintings, sculptures, products, 
and films, as well as promotes 
other Japanese artists who work 
in the manga-inspired vein he has 
dubbed Super Flat. 

Yet despite the surface gloss in 
the sprawling exhibition of nearly 


100 works-— and throngs of view-~ 


ers — I repeatedly experienced 


powerful gut reactions to a spec- 
tacle that is less interesting for 
any specific painting, sculpture, 
or animation than for function- 
ing in totality as a well-burnished 
plastic mirror of a world driven 
by glittering global capitalism. 
The overall picture, not to men- 
tion the feeling that accompanies 
it, is surprisingly haunting. 

I first felt the kick in a room 
wallpapered with Murakami’s 
densely patterned 2003 Flower 
(Superflat) and fitted with equally 
floral paintings and a plastic 
spherical sculpture. The decep- 
tively cheerful motif is smiley face 
rams flower power, their collision 
erupting in fields of multicolored 
daisies with superwide grins. The 
room’s bright shades and perky 
promises are totally alluring 
— for about 30 seconds. Then it’s 
apparent these are more carnivo- 
rous plants than Todd Oldham— 
designed FTD bouquets. The 
sheer force of all of that glee hits 
you with the psychic equivalent of 
an ate-all-your-Halloween-candy 
stomachache. It’s potently repel- 


lent in a way that signals effective, 
not necessarily likable art making. 
As with the liberfriendly, consum- 
erist sculptures of Jeff Koons — an 
artist Murakami cites as an influ- 
ence — viewers experience either 
love or hate and often neglect to 
note the power of the feeling. 
Murakami, though, is more 
familiar to and apparently adored 
by a broad audience that doesn’t 
ordinarily imbibe contemporary 
art, his popularity perhaps due to 
the mass production of many of 
his objects and images, which are 
available internationally in Louis 
Vuitton shops, knockoff stalls, 
and affordable, hip outlets such 
as Giant Robot. Nearly 16,000 
people saw the show in its first 
week, a record that prompted 
MOCA to craft a media release 
touting the stars of film and 
fashion who attended the open- 
ing festivities: Angelica Huston, 
Casey Affleck, Christina Ricci, 
Cindy Crawford, Courtney Love, 
Dita Von Teese, Naomi Campbell, 
Ellen DeGeneres, and Portia de 
Rossi. There were artists in the 
house as well — Ed Ruscha and 
Robert Graham are the only ones 
listed in the release — but the. 
celebrity roster does much to tip 
Murakami’s balance of high and 
low culture to sea level. 


I experienced a second and 
more powerful gut reaction, a 
true frisson, inside the show’s 
infamous, fully operational Louis 
Vuitton boutique, a project lever- 
aging Murakami’s successful 
multicolore collaboration with 
the luxury brand. Perched on 
a mezzanine above the cartoon 
mushroom sculptures and a giant 
metal Murakami self-portrait as 
a stylized Buddha, the shop is a 
gleaming white box with projected 
designs animating its exterior, 
an object positioned inside the 
show as a participatory instal- 
lation. That is, you have to pay 
museum admission to enter the 
establishment. And once I did, 

I felt a sense of the uncanny. 
Bathed in the fluorescence of 
display case light, I found myself 
in an alternate universe where 
people happily, without a shred of 
irony, shelled out nearly a grand 
for handbags of a new Murakami 
LV design available exclusively at 
MOCA, inspiring international 
shoppers to make a trip to an art 
museum for their label fix. This 
brilliant gesture makes viewers 
complicit in the act of fervent 
consumption. Like it or not, we 
are the subject, the Duchampian 
readymades, in this setting, and 
the conceit works brilliantly. 


We may view the consumer 
frenzy as Western, but according 
to reporter Dana Thomas’s luxury- 
brand exposé, Deluxe: How Luxury 
Lost Its Luster (Penguin, 2007), 
nearly 40 percent of Japanese 
citizens own a Vuitton product, 
for complex reasons: “By wear- 
ing and carrying luxury goods 
covered with logos, the Japanese 
are able to identify themselves in 
socioeconomic terms as well as 
conform to social mores. It’s as 
if they are branding themselves.” 
The latter sentiment perfectly 
pegs the “©” before Murakami’s 


name in this exhibit’s title, but the 


former points to the superficial 
Nipponphilia that has stateside 
audiences lapping up his art’s 

toylike qualities without always 
noting his references to Japan’s 


5 wat® 
cultural context: Murakami’s work?“ 


has much to do with a postwar 
condition of defeat and a subse- 
quent sense of infantilism due to 
the United States military pres- 
ence. Shopping is a component of 
that complicated mix, as well as a 
global phenomenon. 

Elsewhere hipsters with vari- 
ous incomes and more manga-fied 
tastes were equally implicated in 
shopping as they formed a queue 
to enter the lower-priced former 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 5655 
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FRIDAY NIGHTS 


A 


Buno 


ap aU1.@ 


% 


JANUARY 18 


THIRD SEASON STARTS 
NEXT WEEK! 


5;00'p.m. 19:00 p.m. with live music and cocktails. 


Regular museum admission prices apply. 


EXPERIENCE & DANCE tc the special 


collaboration with Intersection for the Arts: Jazz at 
Intersection. Eight ensemt erform origina! music 
inspired by the permanent c 

exhibitic 


The 


VIEW the exhibition For Tent and Trade: Masterpieces 
of Turkmen Weaving that showcases examp z 
Fine Arts Museums’ collection of Turkmen carpets and 


related textiies. 


CREATE collage postcards based on the art that 


jaZZ CGN 


inspired ti 


ma 


Howard Wiley and the Angola Project, photography courtesy of Scoit Chemis. 


de Young + 


Golden Gate Park = San Francisco 
415-750-3600 » deyoungmuseum.org 


Friday Nights at the de Young is supported by the Koret Foundation. 
Friday Nights at the de Young is:part of FAMSF's Cultural Encounters 
initiative generously funded by The James Irvine Foundation, The Wallace 
Foundation, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Columbia 
Foundation, and the Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation. 


INSTITUTE of 


Museurn..Library 


FOUNDATION FUNDS 


GUARDIAN 
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UalvisiON 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


Wednesday-Saturday 
January 16-19 

_ January 23-26 
2008 


wwW.circozero.org 
» FN 


Co-presented by Project Artaud Theatre Tix: www. brownpapertickets.com 800-838-3006 


Wednesday shows are pay what you want! 


distinctive 


The New York tan 
rs = 


by David Mamet 


4|A.C.T. 


american conservatory theater 


Carey Periol, artistic director | Heather Kitchen, executive director 


Siecied by Loretta Greco 


415 Geary Street MADE POSSIBLE 8 


aa blue & of california 


ive Shield of California 
An icemender? Gerber of Pw hive te Ausctin 


Groups of 15+, call 415.439.2473. 


ACT-SF.ORG | 415.749.2ACT 


VISUAL ART 


The exhibition putsMurakami 
directly in his fans’ hot little 


~ hands: LV Hands (© 2002 


Takashi Murakami/Kaikai 
Kiki Co. All rights reserved). 


Murakami conr,, 


bookstore heaped with more 
affordable but equally coveted 
Murakami brand items. Many 
of the T-shirts, toys, etc., are also 
displayed in spotlighted niches 
in a dimly lit installation in the 
show, a room that plays like a 
mausoleum for discontinued 
tchotchkes. It is a solemn space 
at odds with the toyness of most 
of the objects inside. 

Murakami cooked up more 
corporeal pop for yet another 
space: a screening room carpeted 
with a characteristic motif where 
the packed house of adults sat 
like kids ready for cartoons. 
Three films were shown, includ- 
ing the animated video for Kanye 
West’s “Good Morning,” off 
Graduation (Roc-A-Fella, 2007), 
and an odd clip from an in- 
production live-action feature 
about an impotent gangster. 
Most memorable, though, was 
the first in a series of animated 
adventures of the Murakami char- 
acters Kai Kai and Kiki in which 
the screeching childlike creatures 
zip through a narrative involving 
watermelons the size of planets 
and human shit that makes them 
grow. Everyone poops, Murakami 
duly notes, and everyone buys. 
Like it or not, he captures our 
basic instincts and biological 
imperatives with surprising truth- 
fulness. Bring your wallet. srec 


© MURAKAMI 

Through Feb. 11, $5-$8 

Mon. and Fri., 11 a.m.—5 p.m.; 
Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Sat.—Sun., 11 a.m.—6 p.m. 
Geffen Contemporary 
Museum of Contemporary Art 
152 N. Central, Los Angeles 
Www.moca.org } 


STILL THE FLOWER BLOOMS, BY JOVI SCHNELL 


“Entwined with the Vine” 


REVIEW Jovi Schnell’s works are often likened to folk art: mazes of 

symbols and characters draw from diverse mythologies and knowledge 
systems and are executed with simple lines and flat colors. The introduction of 
three-dimensional wood compositions in her newest series pushes the compari- 


son further. 


On view at Gregory Lind Gallery in “Entwined with the Vine,” Schnell’s 
seven painted wood constructions — panels, cutout collages, and one mobile — 
are presented alongside two of her more characteristic gouache works on paper, 
and they evoke typical folk art objects such as weather vanes, wind chimes, and 
store signs. But the objects’ seeming straightforwardness is deceptive: each is 
inscribed with layers of weighty and conflicted meanings. In Stil] the Flower 
Blooms, a six-petal flower emerges from an industrial pipe that is connected to 
a machine with various dials and gauges. Within the flower are intertwined 
helices, suggestive of Celtic symbols, and three arrows like the hands of a 
clock, one labeled “THEORY OF,” which connects to “EVERYTHING” and 
“NOTHING.” Resembling totem poles, Need and Lif? are intended to function 
like yin and yang: Lift incorporates more masculine shapes with sharp, square 
edges, and Need integrates more soft female forms, such as those associated 
with fertility. The title of Ode to Pluto-Fuge in Minor Planet #134340 references 
the recent demotion of what was the ninth planet to the status of a large aster- 
oid, and it resembles a miniature golf park or pinball machine with winding 
channels. Hanging from the ceiling, the exhibition’s sole mobile addresses the 
universal question of reincarnation as it spells out the letters of its title (Return) 


and spins around continuously. 


In her more than decadelong career, Schnell has consistently gathered and 
collapsed archetypes and iconography from disparate sources, creating new and 
unexpected interpretations of age-old stories, and her new venture into three- 
dimensional sculpture offers more surface area and new possibilities. 


(Amber Whiteside) 


ENTWINED WITH THE VINE Through Jan. 19. Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Gregory Lind Gallery, 49 Geary, fifth floor, SF 


(415) 296-9661, gregorylindgallery.com 


Art listings are compiled by Duncan Scott 
Davidson. Because of space limitations, new art 
shows are listed the week they open (thereafter, 
shows are listed on a rotating basis). See Picks, 
page 34, for information on how to submit items 
to the listings. For complete listings, go to www. 
sfbg.com. 


MUSEUMS 


California Palace of the Legion of Honor Lincoln 
Park (near 34th Ave and Clement); 750-3600. 
Tues-Sun, 9:30am-5pm. $8, $6 seniors, $5 for 
ages 12 to 17, free for 10 and under (free Tues). 
“Marie-Antoinette and the Petit Trianon at 
Versailles.” Art from the queen's private resi- 
dence. Through Feb 17. “Kahnwiler, Editeur.” 


Books by Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler. Jan 12-May 25. 


Cartoon Art Museum 655 Mission; CAR-TOON. 
Tues-Sun, 11am-5pm. $6, $4 students and 
seniors, $2 for ages 6 to 12, free for five and 


under and members. “Edward Gorey’s Dracula.” 
Original set and costume designs, produc- 

tion photographs, and memorabilia from the 
Broadway production. Through Jan 20. “I Am 
Ten.” Installation by Lark Pien. Through Jan 27. 
De Young Museum Golden Gate Park, 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive (near Fulton and 
10th Ave); 750-3614. Tues-Sun, 9:30am-5:15pm 
(Fri, 9:30am-8:45pm). $10, $7 seniors, $6 for 
ages 13 to 17 and college students with ID 

(free first Tues). “The Diane and Sandy Besser 
Collection.” Teapots, African beadwork, and 
contemporary drawings. Through Sun/13. “The 
Sculpture of Louise Nevelson: Constructing a 
Legend.” More than 70 sculptures and draw- 
ings. Through Sun/13. “Michael Arcega: Homing 
Pidgin.” Installation of altered objects. Through 
Jan 20. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 151 Third 
St; 357-4000. Mon-Tues, Fri-Sun, 11am-5:45pm; 
Thurs, 10am-8:45pm. $12.50, $8 seniors, $7 
students, free for members and 12 and under 


VISUAL ART 


(free first Tues; half price Thurs, 6-8:45pm). 
“Your Tempo.” BMW Art Car by Olafur Eliasson. 
Through Sun/13. “Jeff Wall.” Retrospective of 
more than 40 photographs from the ’70s to the 
present. Through Jan 27, 

Zeum Yerba Buena Gardens, 221 Fourth St; 777- 
2800, www.zeum.org. Wed-Sun, 11am-5pm. 
$7, $6 seniors,and students, $5 for ages 4 to 
18. “Global Youth Media and Arts Festival.” 
Performance and artworks by 300 young cre- 
ators from around the globe. Through Jan 19, 


BAY AREA 

Judah L. Magnes Museum 2911 Russell, Berk; 
(510) 549-6950. Mon-Wed, Sun, 11am-4pm. 

$4, $3 students and seniors. “They Called Me 
Mayer July.” Paintings of Jewish life in Poland 
before the Holocaust, by Mayer Kirshenblatt and 
Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett. Through Sun/13. 
Museum of Children’s Art 538 Ninth St, Oakl; 
(510) 465-8770. Tues-Fri, 10am-Spm; Sat-Sun, 
noon-5pm. Free. “Singular Creations: Salon of 
the Independents.” Works by Bay Area children 
(reception Sat/12, 2-4pm). Through Feb 29, 


GALLERIES 


OPENING 


City Arts Gallery City College of San Francisco, 
Visual Arts Bldg, V119, 50 Phelan; 239-3000. 
Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm (also Tues-Wed, 6-8:30pm). 
“Faculty Exhibition and Art Auction,” group 
show (reception Jan 28, 1-3pm). Jan 14-Feb 21. 
>>| Creativity Explored 3245 16th St; 863- 
2108. Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm; Sat, 1-6pm. 
“Finders Keepers,” group show of sculptures and 
found objects (reception Thurs/10, 7-9pm). Jan 
10-Feb 27. 
David Cunningham Projects 1928 Folsom; 
341-1538. Thurs-Sun, 11am-6pm; and by appt. 
“The Light of Change,” landscape paintings by 
David Maxim (reception Thurs/10, 6-8pm). Jan 
10-Feb 16. 
>») Electric Works 130 Eighth St; 626-5496. 
Mon-Fri, 10am-6pm; Sat, 10:30am- 
5:30pm. “Detroit,” large format photographs by 
Katherine Westerhout (reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). 
Jan 11-Feb 16. See Picks, page 34. 
Evolving Art Gallery 215 15th St; 255-9091. 
Call for hours. “Shaped Canvas,” recent works by 
Jeff Sully (reception Thurs/10, 5-8pm). Through 
Jan 31. 
Gallery 16 501 Third St; 626-7495. Mon-Fri, 
9am-Spm; Sat, 11am-5pm; and by appt. “Guise,” 
works by Deborah Oropallo (reception Fri/11, 6- 
9pm). Jan 11-Feb 15. See Picks, page 34. 
Hackett-Freedman 250 Sutter, fourth floor; 
362-7152. Tues-Fri, 10:30am-5:30pm; Sat, 
11am-5pm. Paintings by Patrick Heron (recep- 
tion Thurs/10, 5:30-7:30pm). Jan 10-March 1, 
Heather Marx Gallery 77 Geary, second 
floor; 627-9111. Tues-Fri, 10:30am-5:30pm; 
Sat, 11am-Spm. “Robert Altman's Sixties,” pho- 
tographs by Robert Altman (reception Thurs/10, 
5:30-7:30pm). Jan 10-Feb 9. 
Himmelberger Gallery 445A Sutter; 391-8383. 
Mon-Wed, Fri-Sat, 10am-5:30pm; Thurs, 10am- 
8pm. “Faces and Figures,” works by Robert 
Gumpertz (reception Sat/12, 4-7pm). Jan 12- 
Feb 26. 
John Berggruen Gallery 228 Grant; 781-4629. 
Mon-Fri, 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat, 10:30am-5pm. 
Paintings and works on paper by YZ Kami (recep- 
tion Thurs/10, 5:30-7:30pm). Jan 10-Feb 5. 
Lab 2948 16th St; 864-8855. Wed-Sat, 
1-6pm. “That Day and That Night and That 
Day,” works by Casey Jex Smith (reception 
Fri/11, 6-9pm). Jan 11-Feb 2. 
Limn Gallery 292 Townsend; 977-1300. Wed- 
Sat, 11am-5:30pm; Sun, 9am-3pm. “Zoom 
+/-,” group show (reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). Jan 
11-Feb 23. 
>>| Market Street Gallery 1554 Market; 290- 
1441. Tues-Wed, Fri-Sat, noon-6pm; Thurs, 
noon-8pm; Sun, noon-5pm. “Nothing but Cats 
and Dogs,” group show and SPCA benefit (recep- 
tion Fri/11, 6-9pm). Through Feb 9. See Picks, 
page 34. 
Masterworks Institute for Works on Paper 
251 Post, floor 5; 362-3906. Tues-Sat, 10am- 
6pm. “Simulcra: Art Through the Lens of Time,” 
19th century albumen photographs (reception 
Thurs/10, 5-8pm). Through Jan 25. 
MMGalleries 101 Townsend, suite 207; 543- 
1550. Tues-Fri, 11am-5pm. “Liquid Line,” 
paintings by Connie Connally; “Lightscapes,” 
photographs and mixed media works by David 
Magnusson (reception Sat/12, 2~4pm). Jan 12- 
March 8. 
Newmark Gallery 251 Post, no 412; 392-3692. 
Tues-Sat, 11am-6pm; and by appt. “Works on 
Paper,” group show; “West Meets West,” group 
abstract show. Through March 1. 


>») Root Division Gallery 3175 17th St; 863- 
7668. Wed-Sat, noon-4pm; and by appt. 
“Biophilia,” group show (reception Sat/12, 7- 
10pm). Jan 9-26. 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art Artists 
Gallery Fort Mason Center, bldg A, Marina at _ 
Laguna; 441-4777. Tues-Sat, 11:30am-5:30pm. 
Works by Jon Chester, Mary K. Connelly, Cliff 
Gustafson, and Judy Molyneux (reception 
Wed/9, 5:30-7:30pm). Through Feb 1. 
>») SomArts Cultural Center Main Gallery 934 
Brannan; 864-4126, Tues-Fri, 2-7pm; Sat, 
noon-5pm. “Sirens,” kinetic sound sculptures by 
Oliver di Cicco reception Thurs/10, 5:30-8pm). 
Jan 10-31. 
>») Southern Exposure 417 14th St; 863-2141. 
Tues-Sat, 3-6pm. “Slow Pan Interior,” video 
installation by Chris Bell; “Scenes for a Box 
Carnival,” window light installation by Elaine 
Buckholtz; “(de)Appropriation Project Archive,” 
public art project by Bruce Tomb; “Unseen 
Forces,” installation by Jenifer Wofford (recep- 
tion Fri/11, 7-9pm). Jan 11-Feb 23. 
Sports Basement Grotto Gallery 1590 Bryant; 
575-3000. Mon-Fri, 9am-8pm; Sat-Sun, 8am- 
7pm. “Spirit of the Mission,” new paintings and 
prints by Calixto Robles; video works by Ana 
Hurka Robles (reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). Jan 
11-28. 
Thomas Reynolds Gallery 2291 Pine; 441-4093. 
Wed-Fri, 1-6pm; Sat-Sun, noon-6pm. “Dot-Com 
and Gone,” photographs by Jean Collier Hurley 
(reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). Jan 11-Feb 2. 
Togonon Gallery 77 Geary, second floor; 
398-5572. Tues-Sat, 11am-5:30pm. “Review/ 
Preview,” group show of paintings and sculp- 
tures. Jan 10-Feb 23. 


BAY AREA 
»»| ACCI Gallery 1652 Shattuck, Berk; (510) 

843-2527, www.accigallery.com. Mon-Fri, 
11am-6pm; Sat, 10am-6pm; Sun, noon-Spm. 
“IN-FORMATION,” works by the Edge Art Group 
(reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). Jan 11-Feb 3. 
Artisans Art Gallery 853 Fourth St, San Rafael; 
460-5208. Tues-Wed, Fri, 11am-6pm; Thurs, 
11am-8:30pm. Group show of member artists 
(reception Fri/11, 6-8pm). Through Jan 26. 
>| Bedford Gallery Lesher Center for the Arts, 

1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek; (925) 295- 
1417, www.bedfordgallery.org. “Contemporary 
Warrior: Modern Day Tomb Soldiers,” sculptures 
by Wanxin Zhang (reception Sun/13, 3-5pm). Jan 
13-Feb 13. 

Craft and Cultural Arts Gallery State of 
California Office Bldg Atrium, 1515 Clay, Oakl; 
(510) 622-8190, www.oaklandculturalarts.org. 
Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm. “Cultural Connections,” 
group show (reception Jan 17, 5-8pm). Jan 14- 
Feb 29. 

>| Giorgi Gallery 2911 Claremont, Berk; 

(510) 848-1228. Wed-Sun, 11am-6pm. 
“Encuentros,” works by Elizabeth Dante, Paul 
Graf, Galo Paz, and La Wanda Ultan (reception 
Sat/12, 4-8pm). Jan 9-Feb 3. 

K Gallery. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding, Alameda; (510) 845-5060. Mon-Thurs, 
6-9pm; Sat-Sun, 10am-5pm. “Patterns and 
Portraits,” works by Joy Broom, Carrie Lederer, 
and Jerry Leisure (reception Fri/11, 6-9pm). Jan 
11-Feb 29, 

Marguerita Johnson Senior Center 640 Drake, 
Marin Eity; (415) 339-9196. “We Are All 
Guardians of the Dream,” works by kids from 
Sausalito and Marin City schools. Thurs/10, 4- 
7pm. One day only. 

National Institute of Art and Disabilities 551 
23rd St, Richmond; (510) 620-0290. Mon-Fri, 
9:30am-4:30pm. Faculty and artists exhibition 
(reception Feb 9, 2-5pm). Through March 21. 
Oakland Museum of California at City Center 
1111 Broadway, sculpture court, Oakl; (510) 
238-6836. Mon-Fri, 7am-7pm (third Thurs, 7am- 
8pm). Sculptures by Sean Olson. Jan 11-May 1. 


ONGOING 


Academy of Art University Galleries 625 Sutter; 


274-2229. Mon-Fri, 8am-Spm; Sat, 10am-5pm. 
“Pacific Coast,” paintings by Tina Hsuan-! Ho; 
“Temple Fair,” paintings by Chi-Hua Wu (recep- 
tion Thurs/10, 5:30-7:30pm). Through Jan 30. 
Catharine Clark 150 Minna; 399-1439. 
Tues-Fri, 10:30am-5:30pm; Sat, 11am- 
5:30pm. Sculptures by Al Farrow made of bullets 
and gun parts; “Fodderland,” works by Scott 
Greene; “Caged,” video works by John Slepian. 
Through Sat/12. 
Chinese Center San Francisco Public Library, 
Main Library, 100 Larkin, third floor; 557-4482, 
www.sfpl.org. Mon, Sat, 10am-6pm; Tues-Thurs, 
9Yam-8pm; Fri, noon-6pm; Sun, noon-Spm, 
“Enchanting Taiwan,” photographs. Through 
Thurs/10. : 


>») Eleanor Harwood Gallery 1295 Alabama; 
282-4248. Thurs-Sat, noon-6pm; and by 
appt. “The Dollar Bill Project,” group show (film 
screening Sun/13). Through Jan 19. 
Fisher Children’s Center San Francisco Public 
Library, Main Library, 100 Larkin, second floor; 
557-4277. Mon, Sat, 10am-6pm; Tues-Thurs, 
9am-8pm; Fri, noon-6pm; Sun, noon-Spm. "All 
Aboard; San Francisco Public Library Holiday 
Train,” interactive display featuring Polar —. 
Express train. Through Fri/11. 
Frankee Uno San Francisco 1221 Divisadero; 
409-1221. Mon-Fri, 11am-7pm; Sat, 10am-5pm. 
“Urban Foraging,” screen prints, paintings, and 
dolls by Hilary Williams. Through Thurs/10. 
>») Hang Art 556 Sutter; 434-4264. Mon-Sat, 
10am-6pm; Sun, noon-5pm. “Chrysalis,” 
paintings by Olivia Brown (reception Thurs/10, 
6-8pm). Through Jan 31. 
Hang Art Annex 567 Sutter; 544-0610. Tues- 
Sat, 10am-6pm; and by appt. “Fresh Start,” new 
works by Hang Art artists (reception Thurs/10, 
6-8pm). Through Jan 31. 
Melting Point Gallery 1340 Bryant; 769-2939. 
“Night Forms and Dream Shapes,” sculptures by 
Kevin Baer. Fri/11, 7-11pm. 
Micaéla 333 Hayes; www.micaela.com. Mon, 
by appt; Tues-Sat, 11am-7pm; Sun, noon-4pm. 
Glass sculptures by Julie Lazarus, David Patchen, 
and David Ruth. Through Tues/15, ae 
Modernism 685 Market; 541-0461. Tues-Sat, 
10am-5:30pm. “The Disasters of War,” paintings 
by Gottfried Helnwein. Through Sat/12. 
Octavia’s Haze 498 Hayes; 255-6818. Wed- 
Sat, noon-6pm; Sun, noon-Spm; and by appt. 
“Streams of Consciousness,” paintings by James. 
Through Sun/13. 
>| 111 Minna Gallery 111 Minna; 974-1719. 
Mon, Sat-Sun, by appt; Tues-Fri, noon-Spm. 
“20 x 20 — The January Show,” group show 
of works in a 20 square inch format. Through 
Feb 2. . 
Rena Bransten Gallery 77 Geary; 982-3292. 
Tues-Fri, 10:30am-5:30pm; Sat, 11am-5pm. 


“Shapes and Forms,” works by Ruth Asawa; 


“Chaos of Stars,” works by Rebeca Bollinger. 
Through Sat/12. 
Robert Koch Gallery 49 Geary, fifth floor; 421- 
0122. Tues-Sat, 10:30am-5:30pm. “Aftermath," 
photographs by Debbie Fleming Caffery and 
Larry Schwarm. Through Jan 26. 

SF Camerawork 657 Mission; 512-2020. 

Tues-Sat, noon-5pm. “The Depth of 
Memory,” replica of a Japanese Kaiten subma- 
rine by Katsushige Nakahashi. Piece in construc- 
tion from Jan 3-16 (reception Tues/15, 5-8pm). 
Through March 22. 
San Francisco Center for the Book 300 De 
Haro; 565-0545. Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm. “Calendar 
Show,” handmade and limited-run calendars. 
Through Fri/11. 
SF LGBT Community Center 1800 Market, third 
floor; 554-4297. Call for hours. “Picturing AIDS: 
1986-1996,” works by Rudy Lemcke. Through 
Tues/15. 
Steven Wolf Fine Arts 49 Geary, suite 411; 
263-3677. Tues-Sat, 11:30am-5:30pm. “Circle 
Star,” paintings by Thomas Akawie; “The Third 
Covenant,” drawings and text by Frederick 
Loomis. Through Feb 1. 
3a Gallery 101 South Park; 543-3347. Mon-Sat, 
noon-5pm. “Future Imperfect,” works by Ryan J. 
Medeiros. Through Fri/11. 


BAY AREA 

Aperture f/64 Gallery 635 San Anselmo, San 
Anselmo; 482-0480. Tues-Sat, 11am-6pm. 
“Bridging the Bay: Photographs of the Golden 
Gate and San Francisco Bay Bridges,” works by 
Edgar Anglone, Ernest Braun, Stefan Kirkeby, 
and Peter Stackpole. Through Tues/15. 

Caffe 817 817 Washington, Oakl; (510) 271- 
7965. Mon-Fri, 7:30am-4pm; Sat, 8:30am-3pm. 


“A Summer in Italy and Istria,” new paintings by a) % 


Anthony Holdsworth. Through Thurs/10. 
Chandra Cerrito Contemporary 25 Grand, upper 
level, Oakl; 577-7537. Fri-Sat, 11am-2pm; and by 
appt. “Duopolis,” group show. Through Sat/12. 
Gallery Route One 11101 Hwy 1, Pt Reyes 
Station; 663-1347. Mon, Wed-Sun, 11am- 
5pm. “After Hours/Secret Lives,” group show; 
“Touch,” works by Mimi Abers. Through Sun/13. 
>>| Pro Arts 550 Second St, Oakl; (510) 763- 
4361. Tues-Sat, noon-6pm; Sun, noon-Spm. 
“Radical Graphics of Taller Tupac Amaru,” group 
show of prints and paintings. Through Sun/13. 
Rebound Bookstore 1541 Fourth St, San Rafael; 
482-0550. Mon-Sat, 10am-6pm. “Dreamprints,” 
Monotype prints by Katharine Boyd. Through» 
Tues/15. 
>| Rock Paper Scissors Gallery 2278 Telegraph, 
Oakl; (510) 238-9171. Mon, Wed-Sun, 11am- 
7pm. “Let's Bolt, Again,” group show about music 
and growing up. Through Jan 25. sFec 
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Francisco 
Convention Center 
Doors open at 6:00 
Show starts at 7:00 
Tickets $60, $40, $30 
For Info & Tickets 


www.tgsf.org 
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By Billy Jam 
> a&eletters@sfbg.com 


“T’ve never been inside here before. 

I don’t like to come in here, because 
I feel alienated in my own neighbor- 
hood by this place, and that is kind 
of what this play is about,” Danny 
Hoch said recently. His new solo 
stage production, Taking Over, opens 
Jan. 16 at the Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre. Speaking the day before 
he flew out West from New York to 
begin rehearsals with rep director 
Tony Taccone and looking around 
in half disgust, the New York— 

born actor-playwright was seated 
inside the Roebling Tea Room, a 
recently opened, funkily decorated 
but high-end restaurant directly 
across the street from his home-in 


2 Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where he 


has lived for the past 20 years. 

The yuppie meeting place 
was Hoch’s choice, as much for 
convenience, it seemed, as to 
further emphasize the point of 
what his new work is all about. 
“Williamsburg is ground zero for 
gentrification not just in New York 
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Where is home? 


Danny Hoch brings his new - 
Brooklyn tale to the Bay 


but in the country, because it has 
provided a blueprint for how fast 
and how violent displacement and 
economic development can happen 
in a short amount of time,” Hoch 
said. “And Taking Over is about 
how gentrification is really mask- 
ing the idea of colonialism and how 
everybody is kind of searching for 
a sense of home and disconnected 
from where their home is. And in 
the kind of neofeudalism that is the 
new economy of North America, 
people looking for home wind up 
displacing people who are home.” 
As in his previous solo plays, 
such as the Obie Award-winning 
Jails, Hospitals, and Hip-Hop — 
which 10 years ago also premiered 
at the Berkeley Rep — Hoch 
channels a myriad of characters of 
various ages, races, and genders. 
Embodied with his ever-sharp dry 
observant wit, these include a major 
real estate developer, a Dominican” 
taxi dispatcher, a French real estate 


-agent, a revolutionary gangsta rap- 


per, and a New York University 
student — a “clueless hipster” ‘from 
Michigan who protests that she 


STAGE 


Though his Taking Over is set in New York, hip-hop theater 
artist Danny Hoch’s critical look at gentrification is 

likely to strike a chord with local audiences. 

PHOTO BY SHIRLEY MIRANDA-RODRIGUEZ FOR SOMOS ARTE 


feels “like a homeless person” after 
her parents cut her monthly allow- 
ance from $5,000 to $3,000. 

Another engaging character 
is the guy who was just released 
from incarceration after serving 
time under New York’s controver- 
sial, draconian Rockefeller drug 
laws. But he’s been gone so long 
he doesn’t recognize his old hood. 
“When he arrives they're shooting 
a movie on his old block, and he 
talks to a PA on the movie set and 
says, ‘When I was growing up here 
people never came to shoot a movie. 
People shot things all right — like 
[other] people or heroin — but not 
a movie,” Hoch explained. “And 
then he points to [a] woman in the 
window and says, “That's my moth- 
er. And the PA asks him, ‘Oh, she 
doesn’t want to come down and 
check out the movie set?’ And he 
says, ‘No, she’s still afraid to go 
outside from the ’80s.’” 

According to Hoch, the Bay 
Area has consistently been the 
most receptive to his work. “The 
Berkeley Rep is one of the only the- 
aters, if not the only theater, that 
would support this kind of show 
from its inception. A theater in 
New York that needs to economi- 
cally sustain itself [is] not going to 
commission or fund a show at this 
level about gentrification in New 
York, because it’s going to alienate 


their very audience.” In fact, for 
the past 10 years Hoch has been 
unable to make a living as a writer 
or an actor in his hometown. “New 
York stories are no longer viable in 
New York City because the market 
is being informed by Americans. 
This is why you have Subway and 
Domino’s and Applebee's and 
TCBY all over New York City 

— so that Americans can feel at 
home,” he said. 

“Do you know how many 
vintage clothing stores there are 
around here and stores that I can’t 
even identify with what the fuck 
it is that they are selling?” Hoch 
asked rhetorically. “How do you 
economically sustain that? You sus- 
tain that with disposable income, 
not income income. That is how 
you sustain this many bars and a 
tearoom like this. I tell you, this 
neighborhood didn’t need another 
tearoom. We needed more teachers. 
We needed a hospital. We needed 
better schools.” srac 


TAKING OVER 

Through Feb. 10, $27-$69 

See Web site for showtimes 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre 

2025 Addison, Thrust Stage, Berk. 
1-888-4-BRT-TIX 
www.berkeleyrep.org 
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Women on the Way Festival 


STAGE 


PREVIEW Leaping from Mormon polygamy to The Tyra Banks Show 

to the Bard, the creative forces involved in Footloose’s Women on the 
Way Festival know few bounds. Add U Dance Electra’s homages to ’80s music 
videos (including a piece that company leader Monica Mark choreographed to 
music by the Normal and Vanity 6) and Mary Ann Boyd’s 51 and Counting — 
a cabaret-infused monologue that takes its title from the number of jobs Boyd 
has had — and you have at least a small sense of the energy running through 
the festival’s 18 shows, which take place at two venues this year. Artistic direc- 
tor Mary Alice Fry presents dance and theater programs at WOW mainstay 
Shotwell Studios (home of Footloose Productions) and the Garage, a relatively 
new space where some of the festival’s participating artists, such as Aura 
Fischbeck, have been developing works. As for the Bard, Gwyneth Richards 
sings his praises in Born Again Through Shakespeare. A performance by Freeplay 
Dance Crew (recently featured at the San Francisco Hip Hop Dancefest) 
includes a guest appearance by Joshua Klipp, who has twice tangoed with 
Tyra’s talk show and had music videos on Logo. The beyond-fiction truth 
behind Mormon polygamy will be explored by Channing Sargent — a fifth- 
generation granddaughter of Brigham Young — in Legacy, which also uses text 
and video to take the audience on a tour of Utah. (Johnny Ray Huston) 


WOMEN ON THE WAY FESTIVAL Jan. 11-27. Thurs.—Sun., 8 p.m., $15-$25. See Web 
site for schedule. The Garage, 975 Howard, SF; Shotwell Studios, 3252A 19th St., SF 
(415) 289-2000, 1-800-838-3006, www.ftloose.org, www.brownpapertickets.com 


Stage listings are compiled by Deborah Giattina. 
Performance times may change; call venues 

to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, Giattina, and Nicole Gluckstern. See 
Picks, page 34, for information on how to submit 
items to the listings. 


THEATER 


OPENING 


Beckett in Winter Il Off-Market Theaters, Custom 
Stage, 965 Mission; 1-800-838-3006, www. 
custommade.org. $10-15. Opens Thurs/10, 

8pm. Runs Thurs-Sat, 8pm. Through Jan 18. The 
Custom Made Theatre Company presents three 
short plays by Samuel Beckett: Ohio Impromptu, 
Rockaby, and What Where. 

Dead Mother (or Shirley Not All in Vain) Traveling 
Jewish Theatre, 470 Florida; www.atjt.com. 
$18-44. Previews Thurs/10-Sat/12, 8pm. Opens 
Sun/13, 7pm. Runs Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2 and 
7pm. Through Feb 17. Tony Kelly directs David 
Greenspan's gender-bending farce about a son 
who impersonates his dearly departed mother. 

In Gabriel’s Kitchen New Conservatory Theatre 
Center, Decker Theatre, 25 Van Ness; 861-8972, 
www.nctcsf.org. $22-40. Previews Fri/11-Sat/12, 
Jan 16-18, 8pm; Sun/13, 2pm. Opens Jan 19, 
8pm. Runs Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Through Feb 
17. A family begins to crumble as its youngest 

son falls in love with a man in Salvatore Antonio's 
2006 drama. 

ReOrient Festival Magic Theatre, Fort Mason 
Center, bldg D, third floor, Marina at Laguna; 626- 
4061, www.goldenthread.org. $12-25. Previews 
Thurs/10-Fri/11, 8pm. Opens Sat/12, 8pm. Runs 
Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, Spm. Through Feb 3. The 
festival premieres five short plays exploring 


issues pertaining to the Middle East. 

SF Sketchfest Call or see Web site for info; 

398-3125, 1-866-468-3399, www.sfsketch- 
fest.com. $10-30. Jan 10-27. The comedy festival 
features 18 days of shows including performanc- 
es by local comic Brent Weinbach (Wed/16), a live 
Match Game show with celebrity contestants (Jan 
19-20), a Kids in the Hall reunion (Jan 26-27), and 
much more. See Trash, page 39. 
Women on the Way Festival The Garage, 975 
Howard; Shotwell Studios, 3252A 19th St; 289- 
2000, 1-800-838-3006, www.ftloose.org, www. 
brownpapertickets.com. $15-20, sliding scale. Jan 
11-27. Thurs-Sat, 8pm. Visit Web site for sched- 
ule. See pick box. 


BAY AREA 

Aftermath of War: In Their Own Words Julia 
Morgan Center for the Arts, 2640 College, Berk; 
(925) 798-1300, www.juliamorgan.org, www. 
willowstickets.org. $15-20. Opens Sat/12, 8pm. 
Runs Sat, 8pm; Sun, 7:30pm. Through Jan 27. 
City College of San Francisco instructor John 
Wilk worked with students to create a series of 
monologues and dramatizations based on their 
Iraq war research. 

Taking Over Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 2025 
Addison, Thrust Stage, Berk; (510) 647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. $27-69, Previews Fri/11- 
Sat/12, Mon/14-Tues/15, 8pm; Sun/13, 7pm. 
Opens Jan 16, 7pm. Runs Tues, Thurs-Sat, 8pm 
(also Sat, 2pm); Wed, Sun, 7pm (also Sun, 2pm). 
No show Jan 23-24 and Feb 5. Through Feb'10. 
See “Where Is Home?,” page 58. 


ONGOING 


Beach Blanket Babylon Club Fugazi, 678 Beach 
Blanket Babylon Blvd; 421-4222. $25-78. Wed- 
Thurs, 8pm; Fri-Sat, 6:30 and 9:300pm; Sun, 2 
and 5pm. Ongoing. The long-running musical 


comedy revue spoofing popular culture pulls out 
its Yuletide hat for the holiday season. 
Beyond Therapy Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter; 
433-1227, www.sheltontheater.com. $25-30, Fri- 
Sat, 8 pm. Through Jan 26. The Shelton revives 
Christopher Durang’s dysfunctional-relationship 
comedy. 
Camino Real Actors Theatre of San Francisco, 
855 Bush; 345-1287, www.actorstheatresf.org. 
$10-30. Fri/11-Sat/12, 8pm. Actors Theatre of 
San Francisco performs Tennessee Williams's play 
set on the royal Spanish highway — or is it set on 
the road of reality? 
| Kooza Grand Chapiteau, AT&T Parking 

Lot, Third St and Terry A. Francois; 1-800- 
678-5440, www.cirquedusoleil.com. $55-81. 
Tues-Sat, 8pm (also Fri-Sat, 4pm); Sun, 1 and 
5pm. Through Jan 20. Cirque du Soleil once again 
pitches its enormous tent in the lot behind the 
ATST ballpark, this time unveiling a world pre- 
miere called Kooza, an unintended imitation of 
an Italian sneeze. It follows the golden formula 
of shows past by framing a series of often spell- 
binding feats and expert clowning with driving 
live music, bizarre and vibrant costumes, and 
a wordless, dreamy wisp of a plot. In this case 
a pajamaed boy with a kite and a sleeping cap 
receives an express delivery package containing 
a wand-wielding genie who unleashes a world 
of remarkable creatures and encounters while 
tempting the boy with dark powers and paranor- 
mal mischief. If it builds on what is by now a well- 
recognized formula, Kooza, which emphasizes the 
acrobatic and clowning traditions of the historic 
circus, nevertheless still packs undeniable thrills 
in its amusing, audience-nabbing comedy pieces 
and beautiful, mesmerizing, nail-biting displays 
of physical prowess and daring — all of which 
have the crowd literally oohing and aahing at the 
revelatory possibilities of the human form. No one 
misses the animals under this big top. (Avila) 
Mr. Bob Cratchit’s Wild Christmas Binge SF 
Playhouse, 533 Sutter; 677-9596, www.sfplay- 
house.org. $20-65. Wed/9-Sat/12, 8pm (also 
Sat/12, 3pm). That a wintry romance should 
blossom between the suicidal Mrs. Gladys 
Cratchit (Joan Mankin) and the unrepentant 
Ebenezer Scrooge (Victor Talmadge) remains one 
of the more endearing and pointed aspects of 
Christopher Durang’s boisterous but uneven 2002 
comedy based on Charles Dickens’s yuletide clas- 
sic, which is receiving a nevertheless solid Bay 
Area premiere at SF Playhouse with director Joy 
Carlin’s well-cast, sharply designed production. If 
the Gladys-Scrooge relationship is hardly a match 
made in heaven, let alone in Dickens, in Durang’s 
hands it has the feel of genuine inspiration. 
Played with captivating finesse and expert comic 
timing, Scrooge-and Gladys become the only 
substantial characters in a fast and furious spoof 
driven by the playwrights trademark high-octane 
zaniness and careening pop culture parody —a 
formula that, in dramatic terms, doesn’t promise 
to.take us very far. (Avila) 
Shopping! the Musical Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter; 1-800-838-3006, www.brownpapertick- 
ets.com. $25-29. Fri-Sat, 8pm. Ongoing. Morris 
Bobrow directs a musical comedy revue about the 
ups and downs of buying stuff. 
Speed-the-Plow American Conservatory Theater, 
415 Geary, SF; (415) 749-2228, www.act-sf.org. 
$14-82. Opens Wed/9, 8pm. Runs Tues-Sat, 8pm 
(also Wed, Sat, 2pm); Sun, 2pm. Additional show 
Sun/13, 7pm. No matinee Jan 16. Through Feb 3. 
Loretta Greco (Blackbird) returns to ACT to direct 
David Mamet’s comedy about ruthless Hollywood 
execs, 
“Sweetie” Tanya: the Demon Barista of Valencia 
Street Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission; 401- 
7987, www.darkroomsf.com, www.brownpaper- 
tickets.com. $20. Fri-Sat, 10pm. Through Jan 26. 
Cassandra’s Call Productions switches the gender 
and vocation of the central character of Steven 
Sondheim's popular musical Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street. 
Ten Dollar Destiny Thick House, 1695 18th St; 
401-8081, www.thickhouse.org. $15-30, slid- 
ing scale. Thurs-Sun, 8pm. Through Jan 27. Julie 
Queen performs a solo song cycle revolving 
around fortune and foretelling. 
What Mama Said about “Down There” Our Little 
Theater, 287 Ellis; 928-4060, www.celebrate- 
clitoris.com. $15-25. Thurs-Sat, 8pm. Ongoing. 
Sia Amma performs her solo show about the 
problems moms have talking to their daughters 
about sex. 
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>| The Shaker Chair Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby, 
Berk; (510) 841-6500, ext 302, www.encor—+ 

etheatrecompany.org. $20-30. Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 

5pm. Through Jan 27. What we owe one another, 

whether family, friends, fellow human beings, 
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“Being the Decider, 
dont misunderestimate 
my strategerie.” 


- GEORGE W. BUSH 


We never did, Mr. President. 
Thank you for 8 years 
of box office gold. 


* 


For tickets & show times 415.421.4222 (evenings 21+) 


beachblanketbabylon.com 
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Footloose Presents 


THE EIGHTH ANNUAL 


WoMEN ON THE Way 
FESTIVAL 


January 10 - 27, 2008 


Shotwell Studios 
3252-A 19th Street, SF 


Katie Rubin 
Mary Ann Boyd 
Avoicja & Modupue 
the real kim harmon 
Identified Queer Objects 
Gwyneth Richards 
Channing Sargent 
Sarah Bush 
Dance Project 
Freeplay Dance Crew 
& Joshua Klipp 


ALL SHOWS AT 8 PM 


The Garage 
975 Howard, SF 


DOUBLE VISION 

HerPic Performances 
Alena Cawthorne 

The Sill Collective 

U DANCE Electra 

Aura Fischbeck Dance 
Marisa Mariscotti/ 
Leonore Deaton 

Ishika Seth 

The Pfeifle Dance Project 


Tickets: $15-20 sliding scale 
Schedule/Info at ftloose.org 
Reservations: 415.289.200 
Advance tickets at TIX booth, 


tixbayarea.com, 


brownpapertickets.com 


or call 800.838.3006 
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ONGOING 
CONT») 


or just fellow creatures — and how we define 

we in the first place — is a perennial question 

of both politics and art. In Adam Bock’s tightly 
drawn, funny, and engaging new play about politi- 
cal commitment, this sense of communion — a 
frisson of recognition of the interconnectedness 
of our lives — works neatly as both theme and 
theatrical strategy as a kindhearted and intel- 
ligent middle-aged woman, perched in comfort- 
able middle-class seclusion atop her new Shaker 
chair, straddles two long-standing relationships 
that force her to weigh her responsibility to 
public and private suffering. Bock, a former Bay 
Area and now New York playwright best known 
locally for the 2002 production of his runaway 
hit Five Flights and the more recent Typographer’s 
Dream, has a seemingly effortless knack for 
unusual and inventive scenarios whose often 
painful subject matter comes leavened by a keen 
and warm brand of humor. In this splendid Bay 
Area premiere, gracefully directed by Tracy Ward 
and coproduced by the Shotgun Players and the 
Encore Theatre Company (both early and stead- 
fast supporters of his work), Bock has fashioned 
a theatrical experience as well honed, poised, and 
resonant as the eponymous piece of furniture at 
its center. (Avila) 


DANCE 


“The Former World” Voice Factory, 1519 
Mission, SF; (415) 282-7746. $20. Thurs-Sat, 
8pm. Through Jan 26. Theresa Dickinson, a for- 
mer member of Twyla Tharp’s company, choreo- 
graphs six dancers in an aerial work performed in 
a net of ropes. 

San Francisco Ethnic Festival Public Auditions 
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre, 3301 Lyon, SF; (415) 
474-3914, www.worldartswest.org. $7. Sat-Sun, 
11am-7pm. Through Jan 20. The public can watch 
100 Northern California dance companies audi- 
tion for a spot at this year’s festival, to be held 

in June. 


PERFORMANCE 


“All Male Amateur Strip Show” Deco Lounge, 
510 Larkin; 630-3238. Free. Sun, 10pm. Tim Taia 
(a.k.a. Miss Ginger Snap) hosts a strip show. 
BATS Improv Bayfront Theater, Fort Mason 
Center, bldg B, Marina at Laguna; 474-8935, 
www.improv.org. $12-15. Fri-Sat, 8pm. The 
improv troupe performs. 

Big City Improv Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter; 
433-1226, www.bigcityimprov.com. $15. Fri, 
10pm. Ongoing. The improv troupe performs 
unscripted material from audience suggestions 
and more. 

“Cabaret Verdalet” Great American Music Hall, 


859 O'Farrell; 885-0750, www.verdalet.com. $25. 


Sat, 8pm. The burlesque, cabaret, and circus per- 
formance celebration features more than 15 acts 
from around the country. 

Clowns of Pi Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma; 
776-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. $6 and up, 
sliding scale. Thurs-Sun, 7pm (also Sat-Sun, 2pm). 
The physical comedy and clowning ensemble 
performs in Movin’ Madness, a series of juggling, 
acrobatic, and playful skits about making a new 
house home. 

“Dai (Enough)” Jewish Community Center of San 


STAGE 


Francisco; 292-1233, www.jccsf.org. $18-36 
Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2pm. Iris Bahr performs a 
solo show depicting events in a Tel Aviv café min- 
utes prior to a suicide bombing. 

“Dirty Little Secret” Empire Plush Room, York 
Hotel, 940 Sutter; 885-2800, www.theempire- 
plushroom.com. $25. Fri-Sat, 11pm. Ongoing. This 
evening of performance is a Roaring '20s revue. 
“Farewell to the Tooth Fairy” Eureka Valley 
Recreation Center Auditorium, 100 Collingwood; 
864-4467. Free. Sat, 7:30pm; Sun, 3pm. The 

San Francisco Free Civic Theatre presents Lynn 
Ruth Miller in her popular solo show based on her 
heartwarming short stories. 

“Monday Night Improv Jam” Off-Market Theater, 
965 Mission; 820-1656, www.cafearts.com. $5 
Mon, 8pm. Improvisers perform long-form pieces 
at the weekly event. 

“Mordake” Intersection for the Arts, 446 
Valencia; 399-9554, www.mordake.com. $5 
Thurs, 7pm. Composer and multi-instrumentalist 
Erling Wold leads a work-in-progress perfor- 
mance of his newest opera project. 

“New Year’s List Slam Il” Red Hill Books, 401 
Cortland; 648-5331, www.todolistblog.com. Free 
Thurs, 7pm. Audience members read the resolu- 
tions, goals, and things to do on their 2008 New 
Year’s lists at a celebration for Sasha Cagen’s 
new book, 7o-Do List: From Buying Milk to Finding 
a Soul Mate, What Our Lists Reveal about Us 
(Fireside, 2007). 

Playwrights’ Center of San Francisco Off- 
Market Theater, 965 Mission, second floor; www. 
playwrightscentersf.org, 820-3206, Free. Tues, 
7:30pm. As part of a new-works Series, writer 
Lee Brady presents a developmental reading of 
Henrietta English. 

“The Purple Friday Show” Purple Onion, 140 
Columbus; 217-8400, www.caffemacaroni.com. 
$5-7. Fri, 10pm. Ongoing. Kiyoshi Foster and Guy 
J. Jackson host a variety show. 

“Talk Show Live: San Francisco” Purple Onion, 
140 Columbus; 567-7488, www.talkshowsf.com. 
$18-20. Mon, 8pm. Kurt Bodden hosts a live talk 
show, this week featuring environmental sculptor 
Gy6ngy Laky; actor, writer, and producer Jeffrey 
Hartgraves; and Qi Spirits entrepreneur Brian 
Backus. 

“Teatro ZinZanni” Pier 29, Embarcadero at 
Battery; 438-2668, www.zinzanni.org. $116-140. 
Wed-Sat, 6pm; Sun, 5pm. Ongoing. The circus and 
cabaret troupe performs under the big top ina 
dinner-theater setting. 

Writers with Drinks Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd 
St; wwwriterswithdrinks.com. $3-5, sliding 
scale. Sat, 7:30pm. Charlie Anders, coeditor in 
chief of Other magazine, hosts an evening of 
readings by Wagner James Au, Aimee Bender, 
Simone Corday, Ariel Gore, and Edwin Li. 


COMEDY 


Annie’s Social Club 917 Folsom; www.sfstandup. 
com. Tues, 6:30pm: “Comedy-Speakeasy,” hosted 
by Jeff Cleary and Chad Lehrman, free. 
Brainwash 1122 Folsom; 861-3663. Wed, 8pm: 
“The Broad Way Open Mike,” free. Thurs, 7pm: 
“Brainwash Comedy Open Mic,” with host Tony 
Sparks, free. 

Club Deluxe 1511 Haight; 552-6949. Mon, 9pm: 
“Comedy Deluxe,” with rotating hosts Sam Arno 
and Leah Eva, free. 

Cobb’s Comedy Club 915 Columbus; www. 
cobbscomedyclub.com, www.ticketweb.com. Fri- 
Sun, 8pm and 10;15pm: Joe Rogan, $27.50-30.50 
Comedy Station 244 Taylor; 292-3588, www. 


ing + accessories + 
craft supplies + zines + 


thingswemade.com. Fri, 8:15: stand-up comics 
perform and show funny videos, $10. 

Figaro 414 Columbus; 398-1300. Sun, 8pm: 
Bobby Mickey (a.k.a. the Cosmic Comic) hosts a 
comedy night at an Italian restaurant, free 

Mock Cafe 1074 Valencia; 826-5750, ext 5, www. 
themarsh.org. Sat, 9:30 and 11pm: stand-up 
comedy open mic, $7. 

Our Little Theater 287 Ellis; 928-4060. Wed, 
8pm; Fri-Sat, 9:30pm: “Bay Area Comedy 
Showcase,” hosted by Sia Amma, $10-15 

Purple Onion 140 Columbus; 517-2120. Wed, 
8pm: Doug Ferrari hosts a comedy night, $15 
Red Victorian Hotel 1665 Haight; (650) 346- 
4195. Sun, 7pm: “SF Sunday Comics,” hosted by 
Ira Brightman and Amir Malekpour, free 

San Francisco Comedy College Clubhouse, 414 
Mason, suite 705; www.sfcomedycollege.com 
Wed, 8pm: “Hump Day Comedy,” $5. Fri, 8pm: 
“Scantily Clad Comedy,” $7. Fri, 10pm: “Late 
Night SFCC Open Mic,” $5. Sat, 6pm: “New Talent 
Show,” $5. Sat, 9pm: “Naked Comedy,” $10. Sun, 
8pm: “Battle of the Bay Finals: The SFCC Comedy 
Competition,” $5. 

Women’s Bldg 3543 18th St, www.womensbuild- 
ing.org, www.qcomedy.com. $8-15, sliding scale 
Mon, 8pm. The queer comedy showcase features 
host Erin Souza and comics Kenny Altman, Charlie 
Ballard, Candy Churilla, Lisa Geduldig, Morgan, 
Kenny Yun, and more. 


BAY AREA 

Rooster T. Feathers Comedy Club 157 W E| 
Camino Real, Sunnyvale; (408) 736-0921, www. 
roostertfeathers.com. Wed, 8pm: “New Talent 
Showcase,” $10. Thurs-Sat, 8pm (also Fri-Sat, 
10:30pm); Mon, 10:30pm: Matt Weinhold, $12-16 


SPOKEN WORD 


Open mics take place almost every night in cafés 
throughout the Bay Area. If you want to perform, 
show up about half an hour before start time to 
put your name on the list. A day-by-day guide to 
spoken word events and featured readers: 
THURSDAY: Dalva 3121 16th St, SF; (415) 290- 
5048. Adam and Elz host “Poetry Mission,” open 
mic, 7pm, free. EastSide Arts Alliance 2587 
International Blvd, Oakl; (510) 533-6629. “Holla 
Back,” open mic, 8:30-10:30pm, donations 
accepted. 

FRIDAY: Nefeli Caffe 1854 Euclid, Berk; (510) 
841-6374. Kim Shuck and Molly Albracht Sierra 
read their poetry, 7pm, free. 

SATURDAY: Red Vic Peace Center 1665 Haight, 
SF; (415) 864-1978. “Open Mic and Hot Tamales,” 
Spm, free. 

MONDAY: Gallery Cafe 1200 Mason, SF; www. 
authorsden.com/kitkennedy. Open mic with fea- 
tured performers, 7pm, free. Purple Onion 140 
Columbus, SF; (415) 217-8400. The Kitchenettes 
host an open mic, 7pm, $5. 

TUESDAY: Black Repertory Group Theater 

3201 Adeline, Berk; (510) 652-2120. “Twilight 
Tuesdays,” open mic, 7-9pm, $5. Club Deluxe 
1511 Haight, SF; www.thewordparty.com. 
“WORDparty Poetry and Jazz Tuesdays,” open 
mic, 8:30pm, free. Priya Indian Cuisine 2072 San 
Pablo, Berk; (510) 644-3977. “Poetry Express,” 
open mic reading, 7pm, free. Progressive 
Grounds 2301 Bryant, SF; (415) 647-0103, 
(415) 377-4970. K.S. Haddock hosts an open mic 
night of comedy, spoken word, and music, 8pm, 
free. SFBG 


www.culxpaste.com 


EVENTS 


Frank Kozik 


PREVIEW The Grateful Dead. 

The Red Hot Chili Peppers. 
Nine Inch Nails. Sonic Youth. The 
Melvins. The Offspring. the Prodigy. 
The White Stripes. You name the 
group — Frank Kozik has in all likeli- 
hood silk-screened a poster for its con- 
certs. Kozik’s influences are as colorful 
and varied as the bands his posters pro- 
mote: vintage cartoon characters, comic 
book superheroes, anime and hentai, 
psychedelic patterns, and propaganda 


all inform his oeuvre. Many of his works take happy animated imagery and 
satirize it, transforming it through subversive contexts. That smiling dog face? 
The canine is drunk and tripping on acid! Come on out to the show! 

After two decades of poster creation, Kozik went 3-D with his playful pro- 
vocativeness in 2002. The first toy he designed was pure Kozik: the Smorkin 
Labbit, a ruffian cross-eyed hare with some chin stubble and a cigarette in 
its mouth. The rough and tough look lends an ironic touch because (1) it’s a 
bunny, an icon of cuteness, and (2) it’s a vinyl toy, a plaything ... how can it 
have chin stubble and meanness? The Smorkin Labbit has become Kozik’s 
signature image, and “smorkin” has become a big theme in his 3-D work. 
Sponsored by hip, artsy toy manufacturer Kid Robot, Kozik’s Mongers series 
features ice cream cones, grenades, bananas, and, absurdly, cigarettes — all 
sporting bad attitudes and cigs in their mouths. The artist's foray into 3-D art 
is captured in Plasticland (Dark Horse, 2007), a photographic collection of his 
work, which he'll be signing at this event. (Kevin Lee) 


FRANK KOZIK Thurs/10, 7 p.m., free. Babylon Falling, 1017 Bush, SF 


(415) 345-1017, www.babylonfalling.com 


Events listings are compiled by Duncan Scott 
Davidson. See Picks, page 34, for information on 
how to submit items to the listings. 


WEDNESDAY 9 


Burma Get Lost Travel Books, 1825 Market, SF; 
(415) 437-0351. 7pm, free. Brook Zobrist of the 
Foundation for the People of Burma will be sharing 
25 minutes of footage from the marches in the 
embattled country, held hostage by its govern- 
ment — most commonly referred to as the junta. 
What's that Jimi Hendrix quote? “When the power 
of love overcomes the love of power, the world will 
know peace.” Since I'ma rocker at heart, that’s my 
favorite bumper sticker platitude. Beats the hell 
out of “If you’re not outraged, you're not paying 
attention.” What if | got tired of being outraged 
and intentionally stopped paying attention? 


THURSDAY 10 


8minute Dating Silicon Valley International Auto 
Show, San Jose McEnery Convention Center, 150 
W San Carlos, San Jose; www.8minutedating. 
com. 6-9pm, $5-9. Also Fri/11. Here’s the wrinkle 
on the usual speed-dating routine: it’s held in 
brand-new cars — Chevrolets, to be specific — at 
an auto show. Which means that if you hit it of f 
and have a few minutes to spare, you can jump 
right into the backseat. | once had sex in a Pontiac 
Fiero, which has no backseat. Ah, to be young, 
dumb, and on drugs again... 


FRIDAY 11 


8minute Dating Silicon Valley International Auto 
Show, San Jose McEnery Convention Center, 150 
W San Carlos, San Jose; www.8minutedating.com. 
6-9pm, $5-9. 


SATURDAY 12 


Save the Quail Presidio, Quail Commons, Battery 
Caulfield and Washington, SF; www.goldengate- 
audubon.org. 9am-noon, free. Grubbing around 
in the loam restoring quail habitat might not 
sound too intriguing, but let me tell you a tale of 
another volunteer adventure: my baby momma 
volunteered to plant trees in the Presidio while 
at the University of San Francisco School of Law, 
and one of her fellow students unearthed a human 
skull. So you never know what your morning will 
hold, poor Yorick. 


BAY AREA 

Healthy Living with Probiotics Julie's Coffee and 
Tea Garden, 1223 Park, Alameda; (510) 865-2385. 
10:30-11:30am lecture; noon-2pm workshop; 
free. This two-part class, part of Julie’s series on 
healthy living, features a lecture on probiotics 
(read; beneficial bacteria in one’s digestive tract) 
and a workshop on how to make yogurt, sauer- 
kraut, and kombucha. Kombuchap? According to 
dictionary.com, it’s “a gelatinous mass of symbiot- 
ic bacteria (as Acetobacter xylinum) and yeasts (as 
of the genera Brettanomyces and Saccharomyces) 
grown to produce a fermented beverage held to 
confer health benefits.” Delicious! Who knew a 
gelatinous mass of bacteria could taste so good? 
Singfest St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 178 Clinton, 
Redwood City; (650) 342-8785. 9am-1pm, free; 
reservations required. Boys ages 7 to 11 are 
invited to come sing at this annual event, spon- 
sored by the acclaimed Ragazzi Boys Chorus. 

Not coincidentally, they can also audition for 

the chorus throughout the day. But what hap- 
pens to these hairless minstrels when their balls 
unceremoniously drop? Why, they’re turned out 
into the street, atonal and confused, much like 
Peter in that Brady Bunch episode in which his 
voice changes. Next thing you know, they'll be 
faking deafness and selling those American Sign 
Language alphabet cards in taquerias on Mission 
Street. Stop the madness! 


SUNDAY 13 


A Five Star Afternoon Four Seasons Hotel, 757 
Market, SF; www.sfweddingfair.com. 11am-4pm, 
$35. What better way to usher in an overblown, 
overpriced marriage than a day of chichi shopping 
at a fancy-pants hotel? As the Les Savy Fav song 
says, “Scotchguard the credit card.” 


TUESDAY 15 


Are You a Consumer Addict? Commonwealth Club 
of California, 595 Market, second floor, SF; (415) 
597-6705. 6:30pm, $20. Rachel Kesel is one of 
the founding members of the Compact, a group of 
nine SF residents who vowed not to buy anything 
new for a year, except food, drink, and safety 
necessities. The group now has more than 2,000 
members in nine countries, none of whom, appar- 
ently, have kids under 10, Seriously, am | supposed 
to fucking whittle a Hannah Montana doll? stac 
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SINGLES _ 
PARTIES 
| PAR 

B/N Bi} Waterfront Lock & Key & 
Dance, San Francisco 

BNP Wine Tasting & Live Band 
Dance, Mt View 

PY Mk: East Bay Lock & Key & 
Dance, Dublin 

BY b] Young Single Professionals 
Mixer & Dance, SF 

BANA) Free Single Travel Mixer, 
Concord 

EUW) Winter Night Delight, 
Millbrae 

B/NN EE Singles Club Med Vacation, 

BAN Turks and Caicos 

5 MEET YOUR VALENTINE PARTIES 

id= Berkely 

d= Petaluma 

d= Mt View 

id 4am San Francisco 

ide Concord 

gM The Art of Flirting Seminar, 


Santa Rosa JC 
PN diam Singles Mega-Cruise, 
-APR 14 EEe 


/\Ul¢pae Castles on the Rhine Cruise 


CO-SPONSORED by Guardian 
Connections & Society of Single 
Professionals (non-profit). 


GUARDIAN 
INFO at 


www.ThePartyHotline.com 
or 415.507-9962 


RADIO WORTH WATCHING 
TALK MUSIC HILARITY WISDOM 


January 12, 

10 AM - Noon, WCL 
begins our 15th 

year at: 

The Port Commission 
Hearing Room, onthe - @ 
second floor of the San - 
Francisco Ferry. Building, | 
with... 4 : 
Linda Tillery & the 
Cultural Heritage Choir 


| Karl & Carl's Tips on Travel 


Naturalist Claire Peaslee 
Mike Greensill 
And much, much more... 


January 19 and 26, 
10 AM - Noon: a 
At the Port Commission Z 
Hearing Room, on the 
second floor of the San 
Francisco Ferry Building, 
with... 

Author Michael Pollan 
(on the 19th) 

Mike Greensill & more 
wonderful guests! 


SEDGE THOMSO 


February 2, 

10 AM - Noon: 

A live broadcast from 
Joe's Pub in New York City! 
Check www.WCL.org 
for more details 


415.664.9500 
Saturdays 10am-Noon 


WCL.orG 


dance music theater 


i Cal}Performances 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY 


Monterey Jazz Festival— 
50th Anniversary Tour 


Featuring 

Terence Blanchard, trumpet 

James Moody, saxophone 

Benny Green, piano & musical director 
Derrick Hodge, bass 

Kendrick Scott, drums 

With special guest vocalist 

Nnenna Freelon 

Sat, Jan 12,8 pm 

Zellerbach Hall $34, $40, $52 

The Monterey Jazz Festival 50th Anniversary 
tour rolls into Cal Performances with a 
roster of musical heavyweights representing 
the very best in modern jazz. Each member, 
an MJF veteran, reflects the spirit and 
excellence.of the world’s longest-running 
jazz festival. 


Event Media sponsor @kcsm 


Ticket Office Zetlerbach 
Mon-Fri 10. am - 5:30 pm 
Sat-Sun 1pm-5pm 


Order Online Charge by Phone 
www.calperformances.org 510.642.9988 


Season Buyaaeef Season Media 
Sponsor: Bgtwelel © Sponsor 


BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION 
JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 


RUSH Tickets $10-$20 
Call 510.642.9988 ext 2 


Groups of 10 or more 
save 15% on most events 


Even Hoshen Press: 
Fine Books from Israel 


RECEPTION: SUNDAY, JAN. 13, 1-4 Pm 
ARTIST’S TALK at 3 em 
EXHIBIT: JAN. 6 - FEB. 28 


Triangle 
A Reading & Talk by Katharine Weber 
MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 7:30 Pm 


Here’s Looking at Us! 
The Jewish Americans 


A Discussion of the KQED series 
with Marc Dollinger & Ari Kelman 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 7:30 pm 


The Dreams and Prayers of 
Isaac the Blind, by Osvaldo Golijov 


Performed by the Bridge Players for 
String Quartet & Klezmer Clarinet 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 7:30 pm 


Buzz intercom 
at the gate. 
Free parking — 
enter on 
Pierce between 
Ellis & Eddy. 


BJE JEWISH COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
ON THE CAMPUS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL OF THE BAY 
1835 Ellis Street between Scott & Pierce, San Francisco 
(415) 567-3327 - www.bjesf.org 


BUREAU ef JEWISH EDUCATION 


SAN FRANCISCO | THE PENINSULA | MARIN | SONOMA 


b veneficiery ef the Ss sewish Cammunity Federatian 
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Li dere 
The South San Francisco 
Convention Center 
Doors open at 6:00 
Show starts at 7:00 
Tickets $60, $40, $30 
For Info & Tickets 
www.tgsf.org 


Sponcered 
the, GUARDIAN 


Outside of a bad 
| ketamine trip, it’s 
the most detached 


| experience humanly 


| possible. Sounds 
| great right? 


_ from Justin Juul’s “Get 
_ your ‘08 FLOAT on” posted 
- on the Pixel Vision blog 


SAN FRANCISCG BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


BLOGS. 


Comment on all of our articles. 


Make it your site. 


Initials B.B. 


Bill Berkson’s Sudden Address bridges poetry, painting, 


and passionate love 


By Johnny Ray Huston 
> johnny @sfbg.com 
REVIEW A few months ago, at a bookstore in another 
city, I came across a few copies of the 
60s arts and literature journal Ku/chur. 
Scanning them, I discovered that 
the Bay Area poet Bill Berkson had 
contributed some film essays and that 
his writings on cinema were followed 
an issue or two later by reviews from a fledgling critic 
named Pauline Kael. The presence of Berkson’s and 
Kael’s movie notes in Ku/chur reflects a time when 
the boundary between making art and writing about 
it wasn't so fixed. Here was Kael, a friend of the poet 
Robert Duncan, making her first published sojourns 
into criticism (which were eventually reprinted in 
I Lost It at the Movies [Little, Brown, 1965]), while 
Berkson was trying out an essayistic voice that is 
more vivid and vibrant today, as evidenced by the 
seven (lucky) pieces in Sudden Address: Selected Lectures 
1981-2006 (Cuneiform Press). 

Cinema lights up the poetry of Berkson’s friend 
and mentor Frank O’Hara, so it is slightly less of a 
surprise, though no less of a pleasure, when Berkson 
— in the midst of a Sudden Address essay about the 
painter Philip Guston — turns a brief mention of the 
assassination attempt on Ronald Reagan into a brief 
blast of instantly classic film criticism. “It’s as if [Jean- 
Luc] Godard’s movies had predicted the space of” the 
assassination footage, Berkson remarks. This com- 
ment, while not a direct observation about a particular 
Godard film, captures — and more important, opens 
up — the cramped, antic, and absurdly violent energy 
of Godard’s new wave heyday as well as any of Kael’s 
great celebrations of the director. 

Movies are a tangential subject at most in Sudden 
Address, Berkson might love Louise Brooks almost 
as much as O’Hara adored James Dean, but the cast 
that parades through these pieces is more likely to 
range from Gertrude Stein and Dante to a number of 
Berkson’s New York school or new realist peers and 
then back to Dante (in relation to Kenneth Koch) and 
Stein again. These artists and writers, harmonizing 
motifs within the overall text, occupy a living history 
quite different from the cold terminology of the acad- 
emy and much contemporary art criticism. Attuned to 
the poet’s flair for “observation for observation’s sake” 
rather than dedicated to the tedious assemblage of 
“frames of judgment,” Berkson claims that “pleasure in 
writing criticism is often connected with the surprise 
of vernacular.... Most critics are Philistines in the 
sense that they ignore the cardinal rule of art practice, 
which is never to give the game away.” 

It would be a matter of hinting, and not one of 
giving the game away, to suggest that Berkson’s pas- 
sionate engagement with the kinship between poetry 
and painting — a passion that rules Sudden Address’s 
first piece and gradually possesses its last one — might 
have a role in the rise of the Mission school and 
other painterly Bay Area inspirations of recent years. 
Certainly a number of musicians and visual artists 
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SUDDEN ADDRESS 


Selected Lectures 1981-2006 


BILL BERKSON 


have looked to Berkson’s onetime home of Bolinas as 


a source of sustenance, albeit temporarily. Born from 
teaching gigs and lectures at the San Francisco Art 
Institute and elsewhere, the oratorical style of this 
book remains energetic throughout. Berkson’s roving 
intelligence stops to enjoy the infant nature of Italian 
phonetics and puzzles over the sublime. It tellingly 
notes that Walt Whitman and Charles Baudelaire 
“were the two most-photographed nineteenth-century 
writers” and places painter-poet Joe Brainard and 
critic Clement Greenberg at the intersection of Hans 
Hoffman’s paintings in order to take on Greenberg's 
famous good-or-bad mode of attack. It also takes issue 
with former fellow “poet who also writes about art” 
Peter Schjeldahl’s gradual abandonment of poetry. 
Sudden Address’s cool enthusiasm sometimes 
gives way to a passion even more at odds with what 
Berkson deems “the glacial moraine” of postmodern- 
ism, Composed in memory of Berkson’s feelings for 
O’Hara’s poem “In Memory of My Feelings,” the 
2006 piece “Frank O'Hara at 30” overcomes the 
assumed importance and first-name logrolling of many 
New York school-style remembrances. It exemplifies 
Berkson’s ability to make one style of criticism func- 
tion as a rich libretto surrounding the aria that is a 
particular poem or painting. Virgil Thomson attested 
that when faced with a choice between work, friend- 
ship, and passionate love, finding two out of three ain't 
bad. But Berkson wants to have all three. At its best, 
Sudden Address embodies that possibility. sec 


HELLO-NOW, FROM EVERY WHERE 
Drawings and text 
by Veronica De Jesus 


On the corner of 20th and Valencia 
streets, there’s a window that 
makes people think of the dead. 

The reason is a series of annotated 
sketches that, over the past few 
years, has gradually accumulated on 
the glass to the right of the door- 
way at Dog Eared Books. A sort of 
eulogistic message board for drift- 
ing window shoppers, these paper 
notices gently call attention to the 
passing of poets, visual artists, writ- 
ers, teachers, and other cultural 
heroes, some renowned, some for- 
merly celebrated, and others largely 
unknown — though not to Oakland 
artist Veronica De Jesus, the creator 
of this memorial window. 

Now, with the window grown 
crowded, another local artist 
and a friend of De Jesus’s, Colter 
Jacobsen, has published a collection 
of the memorials (Allone Co., $18). 
Tributes to Susan Sontag, Jacques 
Derrida, Robert Creeley, Octavia 
Butler, Will Eisner, Quentin Crisp, 
Richard Pryor, and Rick James are 
interspersed among pages dedi- 
cated to death row prisoner Stanley 
“Tookie” Williams; Al “Grandpa 
Munster” Lewis, whose roles also 
included circus performer, Pacifica 
radio host, and Green Party candi- 
date for governor of New York; the 
New Zealand experimental novelist 
and poet Janet Frame; and “Don” 
Magargol, a folk dance instructor at 
San Francisco’s Lighthouse for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired. 

The spiral-bound notebooks in 
which these memorials are collected 
— and the cover image, a drawing 
of a largely denuded but vibrant 
dandelion superimposed on what 
looks like crumpled paper that’s 
been imperfectly smoothed out — 
suggest a continued meditation on 
impermanence and remembrance, 
the attempts we make to prolong or 
enlarge the presence of our heroes 
and loved ones in the world after 
they leave us. (Lynn Rapoport) 
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(4) Corned beef and pastrami on rye, Mill Basin Deli, Mill Basin Brooklyn, NY 
(2) Eggnog panna cotta, Incanto, SF 


(3) New Year’s dim sum, Hong Kong East Ocean, Emeryville 
(4) Shiso spaghetti, Bride Restaurant, SF 
(5) Grey Goose and pineapple juice, Hard Rock Hotel, Las Vegas 


Eat global, meet locals 


By Paul Reidinger 
> paulr@sfbg.com 


Someone says the word global 
and — quick! — what's the first 
association that occurs to you? 
Warming? Expect a congratula- 
tory phone call from Al Gore. I 
like Gore and wish he’d managed 
to become president, but he won't 
be calling me, because I would 
shout out A7ves/ in response to 
global. Global knives, beloved of 
sushi chefs, are those ultrasharp 
Japanese knives made from ceram- 
ic material. 

There's no sushi on the menu 
at Café Andrée, though executive 
chef Evan Crandall describes his 
new menu as global. On the other 
hand, there is tempura — but I 
am getting ahead of myself. The 
restaurant might deal in a world’s 
worth of food, but its aesthetic 
tone is low-key Euro; it looks 
like a bistro that’s somehow been 
engulfed by a London men’s club. 
(Actually, it’s part of the Hotel 
Rex, a Joie de Vivre concern.) An 
entire wall is given over to a set 
of framed drawings that amount 
to a kind of study, while atop a 
tall wooden breakfront at the rear 
of a dining room perches a globe. 
There is a reddish bordello glow to 
the small space that faintly insinu- 


ates we're not seeing the whole 
picture; does the breakfront peel 
away to reveal a secret staircase? 

An issue haunting the diner 
in any hotel restaurant is the sus- 
picion that the surrounding tables 
are filled with travelers, tourists, 
and other itinerants, people too 
tired, busy, or anxious to get out 
there and see the city and mingle 
with the locals. These people 
prize convenience and often have 
the expense account funds to pay 
for it, and hotel restaurants are 
generally obliging on both counts. 
On the other hand, more than a 
few hotel restaurants are worthy 
in their own right; some of San 
Francisco’s best restaurants are to 
be found in hotels. The question, 
then, is whether Café Andrée is a 
nicely tricked-out expense account 
joint or a bona fide interesting res- 
taurant or, possibly, both. 

The prices, certainly, are wor- 
thy of the Union Square neighbor- 
hood. Many first courses cost well 
into the teens, while main courses 
cluster in the mid- to upper 20s. 
For those kind of bucks, we expect 
some serious bang, and lo! Café 
Andrée delivers it. Crandall’s food 
is simply splendid: innovative but 
not sloppy or overwrought, care~ 
fully plated, and attentively served. 
By the time you've finished, you 


really don’t care anymore whether 
the people at the next table are 
from Tulsa or Aberdeen or Mint 
Hill, and from the satisfied looks 
on their faces, they don’t care 
where you're from either. 

Let’s start with some bread, 
slices of sweet baguette, still warm 
and presented with a tray of butter 
and salt granules in their respec- 
tive chambers. | liked the flex- 
ibility here, though the butter was 
too chilled to handle gracefully. 
It would have been clever to use 
the bread to mop up some soup or 
sauce instead of trying to spread 
it with uncooperative butter, but 
the soup we'd had our eye on, a 
Cajun crab chowder, had sold out. 
Apparently the pent-up demand 
for crab around here is consider- 
able. So, no sopping. 

I could not regard a roasted 
beet salad ($10) as proper resti- 
tution, even if enlivened with a 
Mediterranean mélange of fennel 
shavings, toasted pine nuts, and 
a vinaigrette lumpy with goat 
cheese, but the beet connoisseur 
loved it. And halfway around the 
world we went — the other way 
— for crab, not in chowder but 
in a panfried cake ($14), with 
shrimp: a single entity looking 
like a gilded Easter egg, riding on 
a magic carpet of Thai cucumber 


At Café Andrée, menu options like pan-roasted quail, 

a Rexmopolitan cocktail (both left), and seared foie gras 
with caramelized quince (right) are innovative but not 
sloppy or overwrought. | GUARDIAN PHOTOS BY RORY MCNAMARA 


salad (thin pickled slices, per- 
fumed with Kaffir lime essence), 
with a sweep of red curry aioli 
arcing across the plate as if from a 
painter’s brush. 

A fillet of black cod ($25) was 
coated with a caramelized per- 
simmon glaze, and while I’m not 
wild about persimmons, I liked 
the glaze. It flattered the fish the 
way the right clothes can help 
somebody skinny look more sub- 
stantial. The bed of lacinato kale 
and maitake mushrooms was both 
visually interesting and tasty, but 
the most arresting characters on 
the plate were the pair of butternut 
squash tempura, tabs of orange 
flesh battered and flash-friéed. 
“They're sweet!” cried my table- 
mate, a noted dessert maven, but 
they weren't that sweet and also 
retained a savory richness. 

And speaking of savory 
richness: we come now to the 
mushroom ravioli ($22), the free- 
form kind, like a trio of round 
sandwiches built with disks of 
spinach pasta and filled with a 
dice of sautéed wild mushrooms 
lifted to the sublime by the earthy 
breath of black truffles and an 
impressive, buttery wash of what 
the menu card calls “mushroom 
consommé.” Here at last we had a 
liquid worthy of being sopped up 


with the fine bread, but the fine 
bread was long gone by then. 

Bread pudding is an exercise in 
both frugality and expansiveness, 
so why not make one tres leches— 
style ($8), with an angel food-—like 
cake soaked in various forms of 
milk? For additional interest, 
sauce it with dulce de leche (sugar 
caramelized in milk) and toss a 
few tapioca pearls in there. The 
result was sweet but not cloying, 
substantial but not heavy, and wet 
but not soggy. Our knives went 
right through it, and they weren't 
even Globals. srsc 


CAFE ANDREE 

Breakfast: Mon.—Fri., 7-10:30 a.m. 
Brunch: Sat.—Sun., 7:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Lunch: Mon.—Fri., 11:30 a.m.—2 p.m. 
Dinner: Mon.-Thurs. and Sun., 5:30- 
10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 5:30-10:30 p.m. 
Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, SF 

(415) 433-4434 
www.thehotelrex.com 

Beer and wine 

AE/DC/DISC/MC/V 

Pleasant noise 

Wheelchair accessible 
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“Top 100 restaurants, 2004-2006 xxx” WITHOUT 
« $n Francisco Chronicle RESERVATIONS 
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CONCERT UPDATE 


: ‘Award of Excellence” 


Sa tame ©=Remember the main 


of Unique Distinction” Our end-of-07 road tour, with a 
‘Wine Enthusiast 2006 


BART DAVENPORT 
1/14CAFEDUNORD 


Where have you gone Nancy Pelosi? 
theme (to be sung to the tune of 


shea WWW.MYSPACE.COM/BARTDAVENPORT — Simon and Garfunkel’s “Mrs. 
3 ~= Robinson”) took me to two states 
1550 Hyde Street I'd never been to before, Idaho and 
(at Pacific) Montana. In the former, no Larry 
THIS WEEK sun-thurs ; 415.775.1550 Craig pr cae we did ba 
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LOQUAT : CINEMA. 2/8 Slim's which more presently. As for the 


{/9 Bottom of the Hil 1/24 Hemlock Tavern states-visited list, it is sizable if not 


mammoth, with Texas and Florida 
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4716 Rickshaw Stop 1/29 Independent THE KILLS 


ere SOCIAL CALLING ALL MONSTERS 2/14 Rickshaw Stop 
T 
MUSIC FOR ANIMALS 4/30 Edinburgh Castle a eM eee 
1/17 Rickshaw 
AUTOLUX SONYA COTTON 
DAN DEACON WOODEN SHIIPS 2/14 Amnesia 


ULTIMATE REALITY 1/31 Independent 
1/17 Great American 


Music Hall VAMPIRE WEEKEND 
: 1/31 330 Ritch 


out there in our beloved red states. 
The situation is like a culinary ver- 
sion of grade inflation; side dishes 
are sizable enough to be appetizers, 
while appetizers are big enough to 
be main courses, and main courses 
are basically indescribable. Immense. 
At the Lodge at Whitefish Lake one 
evening we naively opened with a 
Mediterranean flat bread, a kind of 


FOO FIGHTERS : ; 
2/2 Oracle Arena ST VINCENT 


1/17 Independent 


THE BLAKES 
MAGIC BULLETS 


1/18 Bottom of the Hill 


OM 
LICHENS 
1/18 Independent 


CORNELIUS 
§ 1/18 Fillmore 


THE CORRUPTERS 
A 1/19 Annies 


LENNY KRAVITZ 
4 1/19 Warfield 


BIG FUN 
THE PLEASURE KILLS 
@ 1/20 Hemlock Tavern 


CIRCLE JERKS 
1/22 Slim's 


THE SHAKY HANDS 
1/23 Bottom of the Hill 


SOCIAL STUDIES 
THE OLD FASHIONED 
WAY 


2/2 Hemlock Tavern 


NADA SURF (ACOUSTIC) 
PORT O’BRIEN 
2/2 Swedish Hall 


FORREST DAY 
2/2 Cafe du Nord 


BLACK MOUNTAIN 
HOWLIN’ RAIN 
2/4 Independent 


MATT COSTA 
2/5 Slim's 


JAMES BLUNT 
SARA BAREILLES 
2/6 The Warfield 


BLACK LIPS 
2/8 Great American 
Music Hall ~ 


2/17 Great American 
Music Hall 


US BOMBS 
FAR FROM FINISHED 
2/21 Maxwell's 


HIGH ON FIRE 
2/23 The Uptown 


EXODUS 
2/24 Slim's 


BUILT TO SPILL 
2/24-25 Fillmore 


GOLDEN BOYS 
THE BLACK 
2/26 Hemlock Tavern 


MINIPOP 
2/27 Bottom of the Hill 


KELLEY STOLTZ 
2/28 Independent 


HOLY FUCK 
2/29 Bottom of the Hill 


DEATH ANGEL 
2/29 Slim's 


Go to sfbg.com for more concert listings! 


Please check with music venues for prices and availability 
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pizza with olives, feta, and tomatoes 
and a ramekin of hummus on the 
side, before moving on to soup and 
salad, and then the main event. 

Why, I thought too late, did I 
order pot roast after all that? The pot 
roast was excellent, but was it neces- 
sary to include ¢wo six-ounce slabs of 
beef, along with mashed potatoes? 

Across the table a cooler head 
prevailed, and a more modest main 
course was ordered: shrimp diablo on 
a bed of multicolored orzo. And the 
cooler head wisely didn’t even eat all 
of it. For various bad reasons (“Live, 
live all you can!” Henry James wrote. 
“It’s a mistake not to!” Plus, you're 
on vacation!), I ate all of mine, in 
addition to nibbling at the orzo, and 
wondered if I would live. 

We can’t blame restaurants for 
serving (and charging for) 4,000- 
calorie plates when there are people 
dopey enough to eat them. Memo to 
dopey self: Think small. Remember 
your stomach. Choose life. 


Paul Reidinger 
> paulr@sfbg.com 
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Good luck 


By L.E. Leone 
» le_chicken_farmer@yahoo.com 


CHEAP EATS We're not related 
by blood, but he’s as 
much of a brother 
to me as my many 
brother broth- 
ers are. He has 
brothers too, but no 
sisters, and he always 
wanted one. So there’s that. 

My brother Boomer makes 
poetry out of radio news like I 
turn food sections into fiction, 
sports, gossip, society, philosophy, 
agriculture, gender studies, travel, 
apolitical commentary ... If, during 
the past 20 years, you have found 
yourself in Boston with a radio on, 
you may recognize his voice. 

“Sister!” he boomed, and I 
heard it in the pay phone receiver 
and in the room. (Here room = 
Logan Airport.) I turned and saw 
him walking towatd me, cell phone 
pressed to his silvering head with 
the big goofy grin and shining eyes. 

“Brother,” I said. We hugged, 
and he took my bags. 

It had been some years. A lot 
had changed. He was skinnier. 

I'd been long divorced; he was 
getting there. His wife, always 

the insanely jealous type, had been 
cheating on him and was in love 
with some guy in LA. 

Boomer had taken a couple of 
days off work to chauffeur me to 
the University of Maine, where I 
was giving a reading. It’s five hours 
from Boston to Orono — plenty of 
time to catch up, but not enough 
time, apparently, to eat. 

Starving, I dropped hints. 
“Hilltop Steakhouse still there?” I 
asked, perhaps too casually. 

He nodded. Then: “T tell you, 
Sis,” he said. “I don’t know what 
I’m going to do. The boys ...” 

Route 1 was a parking lot. 
Boomer called his station’s traffic 
desk: “Hi Jim. Boomer.” 

While he was getting the inside 
scoop and then getting us out of 
it, I sat there seat belted and safe, 
feeling kind of cushy, or soft, like 
I was in good hands. Informed. I 
wondered if this was how people 
expected to feel when they ate in 
restaurants with me or came over to 
cook something. 

“Why are you laughing?” 
Boomer asked. 

There was the Hilltop. 
“Nothing,” I said, twisting in 
my seat. 


Surprisingly, little had changed 
on the Saugus Strip in the 20 years 
since I’d haunted it. I looked at my 
now silver-templed, golden-voiced 
newscaster friend and remembered 
him shirtless behind a drum kit, 
spit-shouting angry, stupid, and 
inspiringly poetic punk. 

Over barbecued chicken, jerked 
chicken, and chicken sausages at 
the party after the reading, Boomer 
confessed. We were pressed 
between a table and a refrigerator, 
holding paper plates and drinking 
fizzy water while all around us the 
academics, grad students and their 
teachers, were drinking hard. 

Years ago Boomer had driven 
back and forth, he told me, between 
a tree and a telephone pole — tree, 
telephone pole, tree, telephone pole 
— in the end settling on the pole, 
which snapped like a bean. 

Power outages, burned houses, 
abandoned babies, train-wrecked 
lives, gang bullshit ... 

“Do you think you knew deep 
down it would do that?” I asked. 
“Js that why you picked the pole, 
do you think?” 

“T don’t know,” he said. 

Call me crazy, but I think 
that — compared to at least one 
alternative — half-assed suicide 
attempts rock. 

On the way back down to hard 
news, as on the way up, Boomer 
periodically rolled his funny car's 
window down and shouted at the 
trees, at Maine, at the way life 
should be, “Good luck!” 

Environmental disasters. 
Assassination. God. Government. 
There’s a cat, a fox, and a hawk 
stalking my chickens. Not to 
mention the farmer. 

“Good luck!” Boomer booms, 
and you can hear him clear across 
the country. 


My new favorite restaurant is 
Taqueria Reina’s. It has the cheesi- 
est chiles rellenos ever, very good 
carnitas, and excellent salsa. My 
only complaint was we had to eat 
with gloves on, it was so cold in 
there. And speaking of cheesy, 
there were Mexican soap operas 
instead of soccer on T’V. srac 


TAQUERIA REINA’S 
Daily, 9 a.m.—11:45 p.m. 
5300 Mission, SF 

(415) 585-8243 
Takeout available 

Beer 


Regular store hours: 9-9 every day 


~ Real San Franciscans know what makes this town special. Things 
like Goat Hill Pizza’s sourdough crust. Everybody in the City knows 
us for our Monday night “all you can eat” special on Potrero Hill, 
but now you can get that same deal weekdays at lunchtime at 
our new Howard Street location. You can also get our sourdough 


_ pizza delivered to your door by calling 974-1303. 
h 


San Franciscans _ 6 
2 “eat ale pine 


NEW HOWARD ST. LOCATION: 525 HOWARD ST. @ CLUB NV 357-1440 
ORIGINAL GOAT HILL PIZZA: 300 CONNECTICUT ST. @ 18TH 641-1440 


GOAT HILL PIZZA DELIVERY: 974-1303 


G OUT 


Did You Know... 


That flaxseed contains 100-800 times more plant lignans” 
_ than does its closest competitors, wheat bran, rye, 
buckwheat, millet, soybeans and oats? 


WINNER 
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Sunday Brunch 


(call for next date) 
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VEGET ARIAN 
RESTAURANT 


FREE MEDITATION 
CLASSES Bn 
Call — 
BEST FAKE 

415-664-1327 MEAT SANDWICH 
Mon - Sat. 8am to Spm except Wed. 8am to 3pm 


1298 Market St @ 9th, San Francisco 
621-1994 


www.anandafuara.com 


www.rainbow.coop Al 5.863.0620 
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UNION SQUARE 

149 Powell Street 415-677-9999 
336 Mason Sireet 415-392-8646 
500 Sufter Street 415-981-1950 
* & * * * z * * 
GHIRADELLI SQUARE ON THE BAY 
900 North Point 4) 5-409-1950 


* * # # # * a * 


ALL SFO AIRPORT TERMINALS 


BEST VEGGIE 
BURRITO 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 
x 
~ | Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 


2002, 2003, 2005, 2006 


°¢ OPEN EVERYDAY e 


x +” 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 

1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 


439 Powell Street 
Reservations: 


415-986-0700 


www.searsfinefood.com 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valenc 


Breakfast Lunch Dinner Parties 
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‘www. LORISDINER.com 


%& New Dinner Menu ® 


Eiji 


Japanese Restaurant 


317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 
415.558.8149 
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Chiaroscuro Ristorante 


REVIEW The word chiaroscuro is an Italian art term referring to the 

use of light and shadow to create a three-dimensional effect — and it’s 
a fitting name to describe this small restaurant’s decor (cement benches, a 
white-gray-black color scheme, and an exposed kitchen) as well as its cuisine. 

My companion and I started with the degustazione di salume e formaggi, 
a selection of salami and cheese. As a salami lover (my roommates always 
know whom to blame when their salami is missing after one of my nights out), 
I truly enjoyed Chiaroscuro’s options. And the cheese, a spectrum from soft to 
sharp, was also impressive. Plus, our waitress recommended a matching wine 
that even pleased my companion, who's more of a wine-no than a wino. 

Next came the entrées. I tried fresh gnocchi, which melted like potatoey 
butter — and with sage, like Mom makes! — in my mouth; lamb chops, 
polenta, and greens. The lamb was everything it should have been: lean meat, 
cooked medium and spiced lightly. The polenta came as a mini souffle with 
a raw cracked egg in the center — too bland for non—polenta lovers like my 
dinner companion, but perfectly gritty, dry, and palatable for me. In fact, the 
polenta was the most impressive dish J ate all night, hands down. 

The prices are considerable and the portions are small, but the food is 
both simple and solid: there’s no gray there. (Paula Connelly) 


CHIAROSCURO RISTORANTE Tues.—Sun., 11 a.m.—midnight. 550 Washington, SF 
(415) 362-6012, www.chiaroscurosf.com 


Welcome to our dining listings, a detailed guide 
by neighborhood of some great places to grab 
a bite, hang out with friends, or impress the 
ones you love with thorough knowledge of this 
delectable city. Restaurants are reviewed by 
Paul Reidinger (PR) or staff. All area codes are 
415, and all restaurants are wheelchair acces- 
sible, except where noted. 


B Breakfast 

BR Saturday and/or Sunday brunch 
L Lunch 

D Dinner 


AE American Express 
DC Diners Club 

DISC Discover 

MC MasterCard 

V Visa 


¢ less than $7 per entrée 
$ $7-$12 

$$ $13-$20 

$$$ more than $20 


DOWNTOWN/EMBARCADERO 


MacArthur Park still oocupies a gorgeous brick 
cavern in the Barbary Coast, but the restau- 
rant these days is more a neighborhood spot 
than a destination, and the emphasis seems to 
be on takeout. (Staff) 607 Front. 398-5700 
Barbecue, L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 
Mandarin, though a Gen Xer by birth and 
a longtime resident of touristy Ghirardelli 
Square, still offers a matchlessly elegant expe- 
rience in Chinese fine dining: a surprising num- 
ber of genuinely spicy dishes, superior service, 
and wine emphasized over beer. (PR, 9/04) 900 
North Point (in Ghirardelli Square). Chinese, 
L/D, $$, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 
>| Mijita shows that Traci des Jardins can go 
down-market with the best of them. The 
Mexican street food is convincingly lusty, but 
in keeping with the Ferry Building setting, it’s 
also made mostly with organic, high-quality 
ingredients. (PR, 4/05) 1 Ferry Bldg, Suite 44. 
399-0814. Mexican, B/L/D, ¢, AE/MC/V. 
MoMo’s San Francisco Grill The New American 
food at MoMo’s is surprisingly excellent, and 
the interior decoration is opulent, with prairie- 
style furniture, wood trim, dark green carpet- 
ing, and dimpled leather upholstery on the 
banquettes. (PR, 11/98) 760 Second St. 227- 
8660. American, BR/L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 
Paragon has left behind its fratty Marina 
incarnation to become, near the Giants’ new 
ballpark, a stylish haven of gastronomic 
Americana. Something for everyone ina strik- 
ingly vertical space. (Staff) 701 Second St. 
537-9020. American, L/D, $$, MC/V. 
Plouf Mussels 10 ways — need we say more? 
Plouf knows its turf, and that’s surf. All the 
seafood sparkles at this chic spot tucked away 
on pedestrians-only Belden Place, though mus- 
sels are a house specialty, impeccably fresh 
and served in brimming bowlfuls. Lots of out- 
door seating reinforces the French-café feel. 


(Staff) 40 Belden Place. 986-6491. French, 
L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 
>| Postrio might be the last place pn earth 
where you can still get a taste of the 
elegantly lusty cooking that made Wolfgang 
Puck and his first Spago famous. (Staff) 545 
Post. 776-7825. California, B/BR/L/D, $$$, 
AE/DC/MC/V. 


NORTH BEACH/CHINATOWN 


Da Flora advertises Venetian specialties, but 
notes from Central Europe (veal in paprika 
cream sauce) and points east (whiffs of nut- 
meg) creep into other fine dishes. (Staff) 701 
Columbus. 981-4664. Italian, D, $$, MC/V. 
Dalla Torre is one of the most inaccessible res- 
taurants in the city. The multilevel dining room 
— across between an Italian country inn and a 
Frank Lloyd Wright house — offers memorable 
bay views, but the pricey food is erratic. (Staff) 
1349 Montgomery. 296-1111. Italian, D, $$$, 
AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Enrico’s Sidewalk Cafe remains a classic see- 
and-be-seen part of the North Beach scene 
The full bar and extensive menu of tapas, piz- 
Zas, pastas, and grills make dropping in at any 
hour a real treat. (Staff) 504 Broadway. 982- 
6223. Mediterranean, L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 


SOMA 


India Garden indeed has a lovely garden and an 
excellent lunch buffet that does credit to South 
Asian standards. (Staff) 1261 Folsom. 626- 
2798. Indian, L/D, $, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Jack Falstaff pays homage to the slow-food 
movement: there are emphases on the organic, 
the housemade, the local, and the healthful — 
and at the same time it’s all tasty and served 
in voluptuous, supper-club-style surround- 
ings. (PR, 4/05) 598 Second St. 836-9239 
American, L/D, $$$, AE/MC/V. 

Julie’s Kitchen offers a lunchtime buffet with, 
literally, a bit of everything, from roast turkey 
to sushi, with plenty of interesting items in 
between. (Staff) 680 Eighth St. 431-1255 
Eclectic, B/L, $, DC/MC/V. 

Julie’s Supper-Club and Lounge Il preserves 
the name of a longtime SoMa institution while 
bringing a new fusion menu to the table. The 
food at its best is innovative — a sushi-like 
presentation of somen noodles, an asparagus 
version of pigs in a blanket — but prices are 

a little high for what you get. Excellent atmo- 
spherics. (PR, 11/06) 1123 Folsom. 864-1222. 
Fusion/eclectic, L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 


NOB HILL/RUSSIAN HILL 


Ah Lin offers Mandarin-style Chinese cook- 
ing in an easy-to-take storefront setting on 
Cathedral Hill. The dishes are well behaved and 
tasty, with only an occasional flare-up of chile 
heat. The roast duck is one of the best deals 

in town. (PR, 10/06) 1634 Bush. 922-5279. 
Chinese, L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 

Alborz looks more like a hotel restaurant than 
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a den of Persian cuisine, but there are flavors 
here — of barberry and dried lime, among oth- 
ers — you won't easily find elsewhere. (Staff) 
1245 Van Ness. 440-4321. Persian, L/D, $, 
MC/V. 

Bacio offers homey, traditional Italian dishes in 
a charmingly cozy rustic space. Service can be 
slow. (PR, 1/05) 835 Hyde. 292-7999. Italian, 
L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 

Caffé Bella Venezia serves an affordable pan- 
Italian menu to an eclectic crowd that includes 
quite a few (non-American) young people stay- 
ing at the hostel across the street. Excellent 
gnocchi and a surprisingly lively caprese salad 
(PR, 6/07) 720 Post. 775-1156. Italian, D, $, 
MC/V 


civic CENTER/TENDERLOIN 


A la Turca is a surprisingly stylish spot on a not 
particularly stylish block. Excellent pides and 
Turkish beer. (PR, 3/04) 869 Geary. 345-1011. 
Turkish, L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 
Ananda Fuara serves a distinctly Indian-influ- 
enced vegetarian menu in the sort of calm sur- 
roundings that are increasingly the exception 
to the rule. (Staff) 1298 Market. 621-1994. 
Vegetarian, L/D, ¢, cash only. 
>» Bodega Bistro has a certain colonial 
formality — much of the menu is given 
in French — and it does attract a tony expat 
crowd. The food is elegant but not fancy (lob- 
ster, rack of lamb, both simply presented); if 
even those are too much, look to the “Hanoi 
Street Cuisine” items. (PR, 11/05) 607 Larkin. 
921-1218. Vietnamese, L/D, $$, DC/DISC/ 
MC/V. 


HAYES VALLEY 


Sauce enjoys the services of chef Ben Paula, 
whose uninhibited California cooking is as easy 
to like as a good pop song. (PR, 5/05) 131 
Gough. 252-1369. California, D, $$, AE/DISC/ 
MC/V. 
Suppenkiiche has a Busvan for Bargains, 
butcher-block look that gives context to Its 
German cuisine. If you like schnitzel, brats, 
roasted potatoes, eggs, cheese, cucumber 
salad, cold cuts, and cold beer, you'll love it 
here. (Staff) 601 Hayes. 252-9289. German, 
BR/D, $, AE/MC/V. 

Zuni Cafe is one of the most celebrated 

— and durable — restaurants in town, 
perhaps because its kitchen has honored the 
rustic country cooking of France and Italy for 
the better part of two decades. (PR, 2/05) 
1658 Market. 552-2522. California, B/L/D, 
$$$, AE/MC/V. 


CASTRO/NOE VALLEY/ 
GLEN PARK 


Blue dishes up home cooking as good as any 
mom's, ina downtown New York environment 
— of mirrors, gray-blue walls, and spotlights 
— that would blow most moms away. (Staff) 
2337 Market. 863-2583. American, BR/L/D, 
$, MC/V. 

Catch offers some excellent seafood pastas 
and a fabulous dish of mussels in Pernod over 
frites, while the atmosphere is full of Castro 
festivity. (Staff) 2362 Market. 431-5000. 
Seafood, L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 

Chenery Park is the restaurant Glen Park has 
been waiting for all these years: a calm, under- 
stated setting and an eclectic American menu 
with plenty of sly twists. (Staff) 683 Chenery. 
337-8537. American, D, $$, MC/V. 

Chow serves up an easy Californian blend 

of American and Italian favorites, with a few 
Asian elements thrown into the mix. (Staff) 
215 Church. 552-2469. California, L/D, ¢, 
MC/V. 


HAIGHT/COLE VALLEY/ 
WESTERN ADDITION 


Eos serves one of the best fusion menus in 
town, but be prepared for scads of yuppies 
and lots of noise. (Staff) 901 Cole. 566-3063. 
Fusion, D, $$, AE/MC/V. 
Fly could easily host séances, but if your only 
interest is food and drink, you'll be happy 
too. Good pizzas and small plates; plenty 
for omnivores and vegetarians alike. Tons of 
sake drinks to wash it all down. (Staff) 762 
Divisadero. 931-4359. Mediterranean, L/D, $, 
AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 
>| Frankie’s Bohemian Cafe has Pilsner 
Urquell, a Bohemian beer, on tap for a 
touch of Czech authenticity, but the crowd is 
young, exuberant, Pacific Heights, het. Follow 
the crowd and stick with the burgers. (PR, 
2/05) 1682 Divisadero. 921-4725. Czech/ 


American, L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 

Kate’s Kitchen dishes up the best scallion- 
cheese biscuits out west. The lines on the 
weekends can be long. (Staff) 471 Haight. 626- 
3984. American, B/L, ¢ 

Magnolia Pub and Brewery A mellow atmo- 
sphere and beers that taste distinctly hand 
crafted make great accompaniments to burg- 
ers, chicken wings, ale-steamed mussels, 

and pizzas, along with some unexpected Cali 
fusion like grilled soy-sesame eggplant. (Staff) 
1398 Haight. 864-PINT. Brew pub, BR/L/D, $, 
AE/MC/V. 

Metro Cafe brings the earthy chic of Paris's 
11th arrondissement to the Lower Haight, prix 
fixe and all. (Staff) 311 Divisadero. 552-0903 
French, B/BR/L/D, $, MC/V. 


MISSION/BERNAL HEIGHTS/ 
POTRERO HILL 


Cafe Phoenix looks like a junior-high cafeteria, 
but the California-deli food is fresh, tasty, and 
honest, and the people making it are part of 
a program to help the emotionally troubled 
return to employability. (Staff) 1234 Indiana. 
282-9675, ext. 239. California, B/L, ¢, MC/V. 
Caffe Cozzolino Get it to go: everything's 
about $2 to $4 more if you eat it there. (Staff) 
300 Precita. 285-6005. Italian, L/D, $, AE/ 
MC/V. 
Caffe d’Melanio is the place to go if you want 
your pound of coffee beans roasted while you 
enjoy an Argentine-ltalian dinner of pasta, mil- 
anesa, and chimichurri sauce. During the day 
the café offers a more typically Cal-American 
menu of better-than-average quality. First-rate 
coffee beans. (PR, 10/04) 1314 Ocean. 333- 
3665. Italian/Argentine, B/L/D, $, MC/V. 
Il Cantuccio strikingly evokes that little trat- 
toria you found near the Ponte Vecchio on your 
last trip to Florence. (Staff) 3228 16th St. 861- 
3899. Italian, D, $, MC/V. 
Chez Maman Potrero Hill is snug, like flying 
coach ona particularly stingy airline, but the 
food — classic French country cooking, with 
some New World pizzazz — brings consider- 
able comfort. Excellent salade nicoise. Prices 
aren't trifling. (PR, 11/07) 1453 18th St. 824- 
7166, www.chezmamansf.com. French, L/D, 
$$, AE/MC/V. 
Chez Papa Bistrot sits like a beret atop 
Potrero Hill. The food is good, the staff's 
French accents authentic, the crowd a lively 
cross section, but the place needs a few more 
scuffs and quirks before it can start feeling 
real. (Staff) 1401 18th St. 824-8210. French, 
BR/L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. 
Circolo Restaurant and Lounge brings 
Peruvian- and Asian-influenced cooking into 
a stylishly barnlike urban space where dot- 
commers gathered of old. Some of the dishes 
are overwrought, but the food is splendid on 
the whole. (PR, 6/04) 500 Florida. 553-8560. 
Nuevo Latino/Asian, D, $$$, AE/DC/DISC/ 
MC/V. 
Couleur Café reminds us that French food 
need be neither fancy nor insular. The kitchen 
playfully deploys a world of influences — the 
duck-confit quesadilla is fabulous — and 
service is precise and attentive despite the 
modest setting at the foot of Potrero Hill. (PR, 
2/06) 300 De Haro. 255-1021. French, BR/L/D, 
$, AE/DC/MC/V. 
>») Delfina has grown from a neighborhood 
restaurant to an event, but an expanded 
dining room has brought the noise under 
control, and as always, the food — intense 
variations on a theme of Tuscany — could not 
be better. (PR, 2/04) 3621 18th St. 552-4055. 
California, D, $$, MC/V. 
Dosa serves dosas, the south Indian crepes, 
along with a wealth of other, and generally 
quite spicy, dishes from the south of the sub- 
continent. The cooking tends toward a natural 
meatlessness; the crowds are intense, like 
hordes of passengers inquiring about a delayed 
international flight. (PR, 1/06) 995 Valencia. 
642-3672. South Indian, BR/D, $, AE/MC/V. 
Double Play sits across the street from what 
once was Seals Stadium, but while the field and 
team are gone, the restaurant persists as an 
authentic sports bar with a solidly masculine 
aura — mitts on the walls, lots of dark wood, 
et cetera. The all-American food (soups, sand- 
wiches, pastas, meat dishes, lots of fries) is 
outstanding. (Staff) 2401 16th St. 621-9859. 
American, L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 
Elisa’s Café adds a Nicaraguan touch toa 
changing neighborhood on outer Mission. 
Especially interesting: the nacatamales, big 
pads of masa embedded with tasty good- 
ies. (PR, 8/07) 4901 Mission, 333-3177. 
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COOK FOR ME, 
IF YOU CAN 


Now my marketing guy has the guest cooking. Whatever. 


IT’S YOUR 
GUARDIAN NOW 


"WRITE DOWN THE ITALIAN 
DISH YOU LOVE TO COOK 
AND WHY. DROP OFF YOUR 
NOTE AT POMODORO OR 
ENTER THE CONTEST AT 
PASTAPOMODORO.COM. 
I'LL AWARD OVER 100 PRIZES.” 


iL. 


Adriano Paganini 
Owner and Chef 


pastapomodoro.com 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. 

A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE THE INDIVIDUAL'S CHANCE TO WIN. 

The “Impress the Chef" Contest is open to individual 

older as of December 17, 2007 and are legal U.S. resi 
California. Contest entry began December 17, 2007 and en 

2008, To enter and view the complete Official Rules v overn the 
Contest, visit pastapomodoro.com. Sponsor: Pasta Pomodoro Inc., 1550 Bryant 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94103. Void where p 
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Mention this ad for 
one Complimentary 
dessert with dinner 
Zagat Rated 


Find our menu 
bg.com/menus. 


2424 VanNess 
(bet. Union & Green) 
259 


GOLDEN GATE 
Indian Cuisine & Pizza 
4 


LUNCH & DINNER 


WE ARE SPECIALIZED IN INDIAN 7 TIALIQN CUISINE 


wecoeecaseccececescesesseseee 


$7.95 


Lunch Buffet Special 
7 Days A Week 


Our Indian pizza 
is our specialty! 


We offer Vegan Indian Pizza!!! 


Fast and free delivery 
Open 7 days 11:30am-11pm 


ee ereoscrersesscosseseseseses 


4038 Judah Street @ 45th San Francisco 


415-564-5514 


www.goldengateindian.com 


Traditional Turkish Cuisine 


“Voted Best 


Turkish Restaurant.” 
~ 2005, 2006 - : 
BAY GUARDIAN READER'S POLL 
= 2005 - 
SF WEEKLY READERS POLL 


Open Daily 
11:00am - 11:00 pm 
869 Geary Street at Larkin 
(415) 345-1011 


VALIDATED PARKING NEXT DOOR 


MISSION/BERNAL HEIGHTS/ 
POTRERO HILL 
CONT)» 


Nicaraguan, B/L/D, ¢, AE/MC/V. 

Emmy’s Spaghetti Shack offers a tasty, 
inexpensive, late-night alternative to Pasta 
Pomodoro. The touch of human hands is every- 
where evident. (Staff) 18 Virginia. 206-2086. 
Italian, D, $, cash only. 


MARINA/PACIFIC HEIGHTS/ 
LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cafe Maritime captures something of the feel 
of a New England seafood restaurant. Despite 
the touristy location, the food is honest and 
good. (PR, 7/04) 2417 Lombard. 885-2530, 
Seafood, D, $$, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 


TAPAS & 
PAELLAS 


SANGRIA AND SHERRIES 
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE LARGE GROUPS 


ALrorias RESTAURANT 
2018 LOMBARD/ WEBSTER 


* OPEN NIGHTLY AT §:40PM 
415-929-8888 


Bissap Baobab & 
Little Baobab 


Invite you to Eat, Drink, Dance 
& Celebrate to Music of 
the African Diaspora 


COMPLIMENTARY SIDE 
ORDER OF PLANTAINS 
WITH NEXT DINNER WHEN 
‘YOU MENTION THIS AD! 
(ONE PER TABLE) 


Anew awe ew emanwene 


2323 Mission Street * 415.826.9287 
Bissap Baobab open 6pm til... 


Www. BISSAPBAOBAB. COM 


3388 19th Street * 415.643.3558 
Dinner 6-9pm * Dancing Mon.-Sat. 
Little Baobab 10pm-2am 
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Dragon Well looks like an annex of the cav- 
ernous Pottery Barn down the street, but its 
traditional Chinese menu is radiant with fresh 
ingredients and careful preparation. Prices are 
modest, the service swift and professional. 
(Staff) 2142 Chestnut. 474-6888. Chinese, 
L/D, ¢, MC/V. 
>» Harris’ Restaurant is a timeless temple 
to beef, which appears most memorably 
as slices of rib roast, but in other ways too. 
Uncheap. (PR, 5/04) 2100 Van Ness. 673- 
1888. Steakhouse/American, D, $$$, AE/DC/ 
DISC/MC/V. 
Kiss is tiny, industrial, not particularly 
Anglophonic — and serves some of the best 
sushi in the city. Warning: the very best stuff 
(from the specials menu) can be very pricey. 
(Staff) 1700 Laguna. 474-2866. Japanese, D, 
$$$, MC/V. 
Sociale serves first-rate Cal-|tal food in 
bewitching surroundings — a heated court- 


k [{) | eee le 
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Neighborly food 
at tasty prices... 


San Francisco 2210 Fillmore 
415.921.2956 


San Francisco. 288 Noe Street 
415.431.7210 


Berkeley 2936 College Avenue 
_ 510.540.7773 


Café/Restaurant/Catering 


epee ele el ele elelelfel pele fel fell 
Classically spicy Indian dishes and 
a wealth of vegetarian choices! 


INDIAN OVEN 


Best of the Bay Winner 9 Years in a Row! 
_ Bay Guardian 


Best of San Francisco Winner - 6 Times 
-SF Weekly 


Best Indian in the City - 4 Times 
-San Francisco Magazine 


Best Indian Winner 7 Years in a Row! 
+ZAGAT 


233 Fillmore St. @ Haight 
. 415-626-1628 
www.indianovensf.com 


eee elelelelelelelelelelrel 
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yard, a beautifully upholstered interior — that 
will remind you of some hidden square in some 
city of Mediterranean Europe. (Staff) 3665 
Sacramento, 921-3200. Mediterranean, L/D, 
$$, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Zao Noodle Bar manages the seemingly impos- 
sible: the food’s good, cheap, and fresh; the 
service is friendly; and there’s an inexpensive 
parking lot half a block away. (Staff) 2406 
California. 345-8088. Asian, L/D, ¢, MC/V. 


SUNSET 


Eldos is a cross between a brew pub anda 
taqueria, with a few standard American items 
thrown in. Fabulous chicken posole. (Staff) 
1326 Ninth Ave. 564-0425. Mexican/brew pub, 
L/D, $, AE/DC/MC/V. 

Fresca has gone upscale, and its Peruvian 
menu has been expanded beyond burritos. Still 
excellent roast chicken, seviche, enchiladas. 
(Staff) 24 West Portal. 759-8087. Peruvian, 
L/D, $, AE/MC/V. 

Gold Mirror tells a tale of old San Francisco 
west of Twin Peaks, where the servers are in 
black tie and the menu is rich in veal, from 
saltimbocca to piccata and beyond. Baroque 
decor; large weekend dinner crowds. (PR, 
11/05) 800 Taraval. 564-0401. Italian, L/D, 
$$$, AE/DC/MC/V. 

Golden Rice Bowl serves an excellent dry-fried 
chicken, along with a host of Chinese stan- 
dards, in a comfortable, comparatively calm 
neighborhood setting. The aquarium just inside 
the front door has hypnotic properties. (PR, 
10/07) 1030 Irving. 731-8110. Chinese, L/D, 
¢, AE/MC/V. 

Hotei is a marvel of great Japanese fare com- 
bined with efficient, accommodating service. 
Four types of noodles are the foundation 
around which swirl lively broths. (Staff) 1290 
Ninth Ave. 753-6045. Japanese, L/D, ¢, AE/ 
DC/MC/V. 

Ichi-ban Kan Cafe serves sushi, sandwiches, 
burgers, teriyaki, an all-you-can-eat buffet 

— are you getting the picture? The winning 
neighborhood tone is reminiscent of Mayberry, 
RFD. (Staff) 1500 Irving. 566-1696. Japanese/ 
American, L/D, $, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Jimisan brings a stylish and value-conscious 
sushi option to the Ninth Avenue restaurant 
row. Good cooked stuff too. (PR, 8/05) 1380 
Ninth Ave. 564-8989. Japanese/sushi, L/D, $, 
AE/DISC/MC/V. 


RICHMOND 


Assab dishes up unforgettably spicy Eritrean 
food, family style, in a comfortable space near 
the University of San Francisco. Honey wine, 
for those so inclined. (PR, 9/05) 2845 Geary. 
441-7083. Eritrean, L/D, $, AE/DISC/MC/V. 


WE BUY 
YOUR USED 


CD: 


CD's DVD's LP's VHS 
VIDEO GAMES 
3979 24th St. 

(415) 282-3550 
2350 Market 
(415) 282-8000 


streetlightrecords.com 


>» Aziza shimmers with Moroccan grace, from 
the pewter ewer and basin that circulate 
for the washing of hands to the profusion of 
preserved Meyer lemons in the splendid cook- 
ing. (Staff) 5800 Geary. 752-2222. Moroccan, 
D, $$, AE/MC/V. 

Bamboo Village serves excellent Indonesian 
food in a comfortably modest setting for not 
much money. Take-out orders can slow the 
kitchen down considerably. (Staff) 3015 Geary. 
751-8006. Indonesian, L/D, ¢, MC/V. 

Bella might make you feel as if you've ended 
up inside a piece of tiramisu, but the classic 
Italian cooking will definitely make you happy. 
(Staff) 3854 Geary. 221-0305. Italian, L/D, 

$$, MC/V. 


BAY VIEW/HUNTERS POINT/ 
SOUTH _ 


JoAnn’s Cafe and Pantry has gotten some 
word-of-mouth recommendations as a dive, 
but it serves upscale breakfasts with decidedly 
nondive sides such as low-fat chicken basil 
sausage, bagels, and homemade muffins and 
scones. (Staff) 1131 El Camino Real, South SF. 
(650) 872-2810. American, B/L, $. 

Old Clam House really is old — it’s been in 
the same location since the Civil War — but 
the seafood preparations are fresh, in an old- 
fashioned way. Matchless cioppino. Sports 
types cluster at the bar, under the shadow of 
a halved, mounted Jaguar E-type. (Staff) 299 
Bayshore. 826-4880. Seafood, L/D, $$, MC/V. 


BERKELEY/EMERYVILLE/ 
NORTH 


Ajanta offers a variety of deftly seasoned 
regional dishes from the Asian subcontinent. 
(Staff) 1888 Solano, Berk. (510) 526-4373. 
Indian, L/D, $, AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

La Bayou serves up an astounding array of 
authentic New Orleans staples, including 
jambalaya, (greaseless!) fried catfish, and 
homemade pralines. (Staff) 3278 Adeline, Berk. 
(510) 594-9302. Cajun/Creole, L/D, ¢-$, MC/V. 


OAKLAND/ALAMEDA 


Connie’s Cantina fashions unique variations on 
standard Mexican fare — enchiladas, tamales, 
fajitas, rellenos. (Staff) 3340 Grand, Oakl. 
(510) 839-4986. Mexican, L/D, ¢, MC/V. 
Garibaldi’s on College focuses on 
Mediterranean-style seafood. (Staff) 5356 
College, Oakl. (510) 595-4000. Mediterranean, 
L/D, $$, AE/MC/V. stac 


B 
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AL Tropical Fetdiny 
JS : ie 


The South San Francisco 
Convention Center 
Doors open at 6: 
Show starts at 
Tickets $60, $40, $30 
For Info & Tickets www.tgsf.org. 
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Lucky 13 


Berlin and Beyond comes of age 


By Nicole Gluckstern 
>» a&eletters@sfbg.com 


Since 1996 the Goethe-Institut’s 
annual Berlin and Beyond Film 
Festival has been bringing German- 
language cinema from Germany, 
Austria, and Switzerland to the 
Europhiles of San Francisco. As 
2008 marks the festival’s 13th year 
— which signals a transition toward 
maturity in many cultures — it’s 
perhaps appropriate that several offer- 
ings come from directors who have 
already brought their first or second 
films here. One example is Robert 
Thalheim, winner of the fest’s 2005 
Best First Feature Award for Netto, 
who returns with his fictional account 
of a young German's experience of 
working in Auschwitz today, And 


BERLIN AND BEYOND FILM FESTIVAL 


Runs Jan. 10-16 at the Castro 
Theatre, 429 Castro, SF, and the 
Goethe-Institut, 530 Bush, SF, 

and Jan. 19 at the Arena Theater, 
210 Main, Point Arena. For tickets 
(most films $40) and additional 
information, call (415) 263-8760 
or visit www.berlinandbeyond.com. 


Along Come Tourists. But perhaps 

no triumphal return is more antici- 
pated than that of Fatih Akin, whose 
The Edge of Heaven comes to San 
Francisco after garnering multiple 
awards on the festival circuit, includ- 
ing best screenplay honors last spring 
in Cannes. 

Akin is a director much con- 
cerned with connection. After explor- 
ing the tenuous alliances of family 
and homeland in 2002's Solino and 
the complex, at times violent bonds of 
love in 2004’s Head-On, he meditates 
on death’s unanticipated capacity to 
unite the living in his newest film. 
The slow pace and nonlinear con- 
struction of his latest offering might 
initially surprise audiences looking for 
the visceral force of his previous mov- 
ies, but it’s a surprise worth following 
to the film’s introspective conclusion. 

Heaven begins by focusing on 
characters of Turkish descent living 
in Germany, a diaspora of more than 
two million people. When aging 
pensioner Ali (Tuncel Kurtiz) seeks 
comfort in the arms of middle-aged 
prostitute Yeter (Nursel Kése), it is 
their common language, not just the 
blow job, that excites him. Ali also 
speaks Turkish to his son Nejat (Baki 
Davrak), a fastidious intellectual, but 


The opening-night film at this year’s Berlin and Beyond, Fatih Akin’s The Edge of Heaven (left), 
exchanges the volatile force of his Head-On for a complicated interlocking narrative. The past is 
haunting in another Berlin and Beyond highlight, Yella (center). The power of the power chord 
charges the town of Donzdorf in the documentary Heavy Metal in the Country (right). 


divines that otherwise their relation- 
ship lacks closeness. Nejat and Yeter 
quietly ally after she reveals she is 
prostituting herself in order to put her 
daughter through school in Istanbul, 
and when an act of unexpected vio- 
lence shatters their fledgling harmony, 
he resolves to find Yeter’s daughter 
and finance her studies himself. 

At this point Heaven breaks away 
from simple narrative to trace the 
intricately entwined paths of three 
strong-willed women. Yeter’s daugh- 
ter, Ayten (Nurgiil Yesilcay), is not a 
student after all, but a revolutionary 
and a freedom fighter. Following 
a police raid on her flat, she comes 
to Germany to find her mother. 
Instead, she finds Lotte (Patrycia 
Ziolkowska), a headstrong German 
girl who offers her a place to stay. 
Soon they embark on an almost 
gratuitous (yet earnestly portrayed) 
lesbian relationship. Former Rainer 
Werner Fassbinder muse Hanna 
Schygulla’s nuanced performance 
as Susanne, Lotte’s disapproving 
mother, is one of the film’s strongest. 
Struggling to relate to her stubborn 
daughter, she adds a necessary bal- 
last of reason, even as Lotte abruptly 
leaves home to follow Ayten, who's 
been deported to Turkey and jailed. - 

Another death is all it takes to 
draw the survivors together, discover- 
ing in one another and themselves the 
attributes they thought were lost with 


the deceased. Susanne and Nejat in 
particular find solace in their unifying 
memories, creating a link that, though 
forged from tragedy, speaks more to 
life. Leaving all final reconciliation 
offscreen, Akin deftly ends his film 
on a note of pensive ambiguity, a 
restraint that befits his rising reputa- 
tion as a director entering his prime. 
Another Berlin and Beyond alum, 
Christian Petzold, delivers a film 
that — though it couldn't be more 
texturally different from Akin’s — is 
strangely complementary to Heaven. 
Disassociation, not connection, is the 
overriding theme of Yed/a, propelling 
the titular protagonist from East to 
West, desperation to determination, 
the bottom of a river to the head of a 
boardroom. Nina Hoss plays a woman 
haunted in every sense of the word. 
After leaving her small East German 
village and abusive husband behind 
in search of a new life as a corporate 
drone in Hannover, she can’t keep 
remnants of her past from resurfacing 
in disorienting ways. Even though 
you can spot the supposed surprise 
plot twist an hour away, Hoss's slow 
unraveling casts a spell. srsc 


THE EDGE OF HEAVEN 

Thurs/10, 8 p.m., Castro 
Opening-night party 6:30-8 p.m., $35 
YELLA 

Sat/12, 8 p.m., Castro 


METAL IS FOREVER: ae 
HEAVY METAL IN THE COUNTRY 


Andreas Geiger turns his camera 
on his hometown of Donzdorf, 
Germany, a tidy little village con- 
taining half-timber houses, oompah 
band-loving old-timers, and the 
hugely successful metal label 
Nuclear Blast. Clocking in at just 
under an hour, Heavy Metal in the 
Country does peek into the Nuclear 
Blast HQ — where middle-aged 
moms carefully tape-gun mail- 
order packages stuffed with Eddie 
statues, Cannibal Corpse LPs, and 
T-shirts glorifying corpsepainted 
_ Norwegians Dimmu Borgir — but 
this isn’t a doc about the label. The... 
film’s main focus is Donzdorf’s pop- 
ulace: in addition to Nuclear Blast’s 
Markus Staiger, who founded the 
company as a teen 20 years ago, we 
meet some dedicated local metal- 
heads (including a 12-year-old Star 
Search contestant who worships asa 
_ AC/DC) and a few residents (like the 
town’s vicar) who admire metal’s 
ability to inspire, even if they think 
it’s inspiring all the wrong things. 
Fans of the local scene, take note: 
a shot in a record store features a 
quick cameo from Bay Area folk- 
metal outfit Slough Feg’s self-titled 
first release. (Cheryl Eddy) 


HEAVY METAL IN THE COUNTRY 
Sun/13, 10:30 p.m., $8-$10 
Castro Theatre 
www.castrotheatre.com 
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Angels with dirty faces 


Folksy lyricism makes Francisco Vargas’s 
The Violin a quiet beauty 


By Max Goldberg 
> a&eletters@sfbg.com 


The Bay Area boasts some of the 
most forward-thinking film pro- 
grammers in the country, but even 
here there’s often no getting around 
the circuitous, arbitrary workings of 
foreign film distribution. No matter 
how big a hit in its festival travels, 
the foreign film must dutifully wait 
untold months until it is dressed 

up by Sony Pictures Classics or 
released to no fanfare by a small 
distributor like Film Movement. 
That particular company is back- 
ing the belated American opening 
of Francisco Vargas’s The Violin, 

a plainly appealing sleeper that 
picked up major festival awards 
from Cannes to San Francisco as 
well as major props from star direc- 
tor Guillermo del Toro (quoted as 
saying, “In The Violin lies the future 
of Mexican cinema’). 

I mention all of this here only 
to emphasize that it’s something 
of a coincidence that The Violin is 
opening in the shadow of several 
American movies obsessed with 
death in the open West, a landscape 
in which violence congeals as fast 
as the pop of an air gun or the rush 
of an oil geyser. A coincidence 


despairingly brutal. As Vargas slips 
into the main of The Violin, though, 
this predilection for romantic chiar- 
oscuro inscribes his fable with the 
dangerous delicacy of a daydream. 
The plot, such as it is, gets under 
way when an old man and his adult 
son go busking with their violin 
and guitar, the youngest member of 
this patrilineal trio, Lucio, collect- 
ing the change. Later the adult son, 
Genaro, slips into the back room 
of a bar (another space painted 

in shadow and smoke) to procure 
weapons for his village’s guerrillas. 


and his easy command of direct 
sound. So many films overplay 
their hand here; drunk on Terrence 
Malick movies, the nature score is 
often magnified to absurd sharp- 
ness, crickets chirping in your ear, 
blades of grass aflame in song. 
Vargas’s sound is comparatively 
obscure, but besides being pleasur- 
ably spacious, it’s true to his vision 
of a humble poetry of the every- 
day. The music too is appreciably 
authentic, as Vargas (who spent five 
years producing radio shows featur- 
ing traditional Mexican melodies) 
uses Tavira’s wobbly pitch to seam 
together his loose narrative. 

All of this lyricism can have a 
flattening effect, as scenes of tor- 
ture and vignettes of tacos hold the 
same smoky finesse. Innumerable 
close-ups of Tavira’s cracked hands 
aside, there is nothing gritty about 
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-Ann Hornaday 
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GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD NOMINATION 


Don Plutarco (Angel Tavira, who won Best Actor honors at the 
Cannes Film Festival) seduces listeners in The Violin, another 
addition to Mexico’s resurgent cinema. 


perhaps, but a bracing one for the 
way it compounds the eerie calm of 


WINNER 
BEST ANIMATED FEATURE 
NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE - LOS ANCELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION 


Vargas’s debut feature, which, com- 
pletely contrary to the excellent No 
Country for Old Men and There Will 
be Blood (let alone Redacted), works 
to profess the fullness of the soul 
locked in dubious battle. 

As with many overtly lyrical 
westerns, The Violin’s coordinates 
— mountains and village, the bar 
and the barracks, guerrillas and sol- 
diers — aren't specific. Whichever 
war is being fought, it has already 
spiraled into abstraction; the 
opening credits roll over a ravish- 
ingly composed torture sequence 
in which military men maim peas- 
ants for no reason other than their 
being indistinguishable from the 
guerrillas. The sequence establishes 
the tone through its look, with soft 
black-and-white cinematography 
suffusing the villagers’ tragedy with 
an ennobling grace reminiscent of 
Walker Evans's Let Us Now Praise 
Famous Men portraiture. 

This prologue is unnerving for 
being a composition before it is an 
action — even as that action is so 


It’s to no avail, since by the time he 
returns to the town with his child 
and his violinist father, the magis- 
terial Don Plutarco (the Cannes- 
awarded Angel Tavira), the Army 
has already done its cruel work, 
taking over the village and its hid- 
den cache. Flashing modesty and 
feigned foolishness as another per- 
son might their teeth, Plutarco wins 
the favor of the presiding captain, 
serenading with his creaky violin 
ballads while surreptitiously smug- 
gling out supplies with every adios. 
Instead of drumming up dra- 
matic impact with the story’s inher- 
ently suspenseful elements, Vargas's 
film floats by with its head in the 
clouds, tragedies and trivialities 
enfolded in caressing close-ups 
and violin whistles. This dream- 
like ambiance paradoxically seems 
to dovetail with Vargas’s laudable 
neorealist technique, especially in 
his work with a nonprofessional cast 


the film, which is a problem insofar 
as it can give The Violin’s realism a 
bitter aftertaste of simplistic moral- 
ism. And yet, in the film’s refined 
emotional palette (the final shot 
seals it), Vargos achieves some- 
thing that the recent tongue-tied 
American pictures don’t. Wordless 
in long stretches, The Violin dem- 
onstrates a visual command of faces 
and editing’on par with those of 
DWM. Griffith’s expert melodra- 
mas — minor masterpieces that 
recognize cinema's strange ability 
to summon reality without being 
beholden to it. srac 


THE VIOLIN 
Opens Fri/11 
Roxie Film Center 
3117 16th St., SF 
(415) 863-1087 
www.roxie.com 
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“AN UNQUALIFIED TRIUMPH.” 


-Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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Browser Books 


For your chance to win a 
pass, good for two, fo see 


There Will Be Blood 


during its theatrical release, 


just head down to 
Browser Books 


(2195 Fillmore St. in'San Francisco) 


on or after 
Wednesday, January 9. 
While supplies last. 
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Persepolis 


REVIEW Though the best animated film of the past several years 
is about a girl’s coming-of-age, it’s not a tale for children. Culled 
from Marjane Satrapi’s graphic novels about growing up during Iran’s 


I 


a 


i 


amic Revolution — the author codirected the film with fellow artist 
Vincent Paronnaud — Persepo/is is at once history lesson, timely look at 
fundamentalism’s most tragic elements, and insightful peek into that most 
relatable of topics, the confusing spiral of young adulthood. It’s also an 
artistic wonder, with a few color scenes sprinkled into an animated world 
of black, white, and gray, rendered both realistically and with dreamlike 
nterludes. Fearing for their daughter’s safety, Marjane’s parents send their 
rebellious teenager (voiced by Chiara Mastroianni — oh yeah, the movie's 


set in Tehran and Vienna, but everyone speaks French) to study in Austria. 
Eventually she adapts, at least socially (forming relationships, rocking out at 
hardcore shows), but her cultural identity remains unsettled. Peace of mind 
eludes her even when she returns to her homeland, where women are treated 
with contempt and the government has clamped an airtight lid on anything 
resembling free expression. Aside from her ability to capture life with pen 
strokes, Satrapi’s gift is making her unique story feel so universal; her auto- 
biographical lead character may be a drawing, but she’s expressive, conflicted, 
and realistically honest — three-dimensional, and then some. (Cheryl Eddy) 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Robert Avila, Kimberly Chun, 
Michelle Devereaux, Max Goldberg, Dennis 
Harvey, Johnny Ray Huston, Jonathan L. 
Knapp, Maria Komodore, Lynn Rapoport, Sara 
Schieron, Jason Shamai, and Matt Sussman. 
The film intern is Kevin Langson. For rep house 
showtimes, see Rep Clock, page 80. For first- 
run showtimes, see Movie Clock at www.sfbg. 
com. For complete film listings, see www 
sfbg.com 


BERLIN AND BEYOND 


The 13th Berlin and Beyond Film Festival runs 
Jan 10-16 at the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, 
SF, and the Goethe-Institut, 530 Bush, SF, and 
Jan 19 at the Arena Theater, 210 Main, Point 
Arena. For tickets (most films $10) and addi- 
tional information, call (415) 263-8760 or visit 
www.berlinandbeyond.com. For commentary, 
see “Lucky 13” and “Metal Is Forever: Heavy 
Metal in the Country,” page 69. All times pm 
unless otherwise noted. 


TUES/15 


Castro Nothing Else Matters with “On the Line” 
2. The Oddball 6:30. The Lives of Others 9:15 


a Morgan Freeman voice-over already has me 
on high cliché alert, and this dramedy from 

Rob Reiner, also starring a ham-fisted Jack 
Nicholson, brings the pain accordingly. Freeman 
and Nicholson play terminally ill patients who 
meet when they're plopped in the same hospi- 
tal room; one’s a wise family man with a soul, 
and one’s a filthy-rich scalawag. Bet you can’t 
guess which is which! A mélange of Grumpy Old 
Men and Last Holiday follows, complete with 

a globe-trotting mission to complete a list of 
goals scribbled on a shared list of things to do 
before kicking the bucket (see: the film’s title). 
And yeah, it’s everything you'd expect, includ- 
ing skydiving. The only reason worth watching 
this maudlin-by-numbers tea cozy is seeing two 


: There ill Be Blood 


acting vets go head-to-head; Nicholson in par- 
THURS/10 eS ae ticular has some funny moments as a guy who 
A puts the devil-in-devil may care. Other than 
Run of engagement passes received through Castro The Edge of Heaven 8. that, yikes. (1:37) Grand Lake, Orinda, Presidio, 
this promotion do not guarantee admission Shattuck. (Eddy) 
to the theatre. Seating is on a first come, FRI/11 . ; 


Castro Half of Life 1. Nevermore 3. Shoppen 6. 
Fashion Victims 8. Funny Games 10:15. 


SAT/12 


First Sunday Ice Cube and Tracy Morgan play 
crooks who hatch a harebrained scheme to rob 
their local church. (1:36) Z 
Nanking In their documentary about the 
Japanese army’s 1937 invasion and brutal 


first served basis, Theatre is open to paying 
customers. No one will be admitted without a 
ticket. Passes are valid Monday-Thursday 
only (excluding holidays) beginning 


Monday, January 14, 2008. 


Rated R FOR SOME VIOLENCE. CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 17 WILL NOT BE PERMITTED WITHOUT A PARENT OR GUARDIAN. All 
Wederal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions 
required by ticket provider. Paramount Vantage, San Francisco Bay Guardian, Browser Books, Terry Hines & Associates and their affiliates accept 
no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of.a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, 
transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or 
in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited 
by law. All disputes regarding application of the rules must be submitted in writing and will be decided by the San Francisco Bay Guardian. No 
purchase necessary. Participating sponsors their employees & family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! 
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Castro “Short Film Program,” 11:30am. The Red 
Elvis 1:30. Late Bloomers 3:45. Neandertal 5:45. 
Yella 8. Import Export 10. 


SUN/13 


Castro Paula’s Secret 11am. So Long My Heart 
1. Jacob's Brother 3:30. And Along Come Tourists 
6, Runaway Horse 8:15. Heavy Metal in the 
Country with “Forest Cleaner” 10:30. 


MON/14 


Castro The Unknown Soldier noon. Pool of 
Princesses 2. The Other Boy 4. Hounds 7. Twisted 
Sister 9. 


occupation of China’s former capital, Bill 
Guttentag and Dan Sturman expose both the 
scale and the individual experience of suf- 
fering, terror, pointless loss, and inexplicable 
cruelty that terms like atrocity and war crime 
summarize. Including extensive archival film 
footage and photographs, the film moves 
between interviews with former soldiers in 
both armies and survivors of what came to be 
known as the rape of Nanking and dramatized 
readings by a group of actors — among them 
Woody Harrelson, Jiirgen Prochnow, Mariel 
Hemingway, and Stephen Dorff — of letters 
and journal entries from the period. The latter 
were mostly written by a handful of European 
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\ “THE BEST PICTURE 
=\ OF THE YEAR.” 


Roger Ebert, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


“fA FUNNY, SAVVY FEEL-GOOD COMEDY THAT 
REMINDS YOU WHY YOU FELL IN LOVE WITH 
MOVIES IN THE FIRST PLACE.” 


Kirk Honeycutt, THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“&\ THING OF BEAUTY AND GRACE — ‘JUNO’ IS A 
. PERFECT MOVIE AND IT ONLY GETS BETTER WITH 
\\ EACH VIEWING.” 


Robert Wilonsky, THE VILLAGE VOICE 


‘. “ELLEN PAGE IS SIMPLY SENSATIONAL IN THIS 
MARVELOUSLY OFFBEAT COMEDY, WHICH IS 
SHEER JOY FROM BEGINNING TO END.” 


Dennis Dermody, PAPER 


“ONE OF MY FAVORITE FILMS 
OF THE YEAR AND ONE THAT’S 
SURE TO ENDURE AS A 
SMART-COMEDY CLASSIC.” 


Richard Roeper, AT THE MOVIES WITH EBERT & ROEPER 


“‘JUNO’ IS HIP AND HILARIOUS 
AND WILL MAKE YOU LAUGH 
DEEPLY.” 


Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“A CLEVER GEM OF A FILM, 
OVERFLOWING WITH — 
COMIC BRILLIANCE.” 


Stephen Rebello, PLAYBOY MAGAZINE 


“AS ENTERTAINING AS IT GETS.” 


Carina Chocano, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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GOLDEN GLOBE’ NOMINEE = 


“A TRULY GROWN- UP COMEDY WITH 
OSCAR*-WORTHY PERFORMANCES: .. 


Thelma Adams, US WEEKLY 


“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR. 
‘The Savages’ is.c delightful movie. The funny bubbies 
up from the sad, and the sad gives the funny weight. 
IT WILL SEND YOU HOME SMILING,” 
David Edelstein, NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


“EXPECT OSCAR® NOMINATIONS 
for Philip Seymour Hoffman and Laura Linney... 
the actors are plich-perfect.” 
Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 


“Laura Linney and Philip Seymour Hoffman are 
TWO OF THE MOST TALENTED ACTORS 
OF THEIR GENERATION, yet even with their impressive 
resumes, this is A TOUR DE FORCE for both of them,’ 
Claudia Puig, USA TODAY 


“ONE OF THE BEST MOVIES OF THE YEAR... 
told with uncommon humanity, wif and humor... 
‘The Savages’ is SINGULARLY FUNNY 


and SERIOUSLY MOVING” 
Carina Chocano, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR 
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ARE UNAPOLOGETICALLY AESTHETIC. 
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| [For your chance to score 
an advance screening pass 
(good for two people), 
_ draw us a picture of what — 
~ you think the MONSTER in 
CLOVERFIELD will Look like 
___and bring it to 
_ Gordon Biersch 
_ (2 Harrison St, San Francisco) 
_ Starting at 5:00pm 
on Friday, January 11th! 
_ Exchange your drawing for a screening pass, 
while supplies last. 


Stick around throughout the evening, 
and test your Monster Movie knowledge 
; wo CLOVERELELD swag 
and other prizes from the cool people at™ 


: _ Gordon Biersch. 
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and American expats — missionaries, doc- 
tors, academics, and businessmen, including 

a German Nazi Party member — who stayed 
in Nanking after a citywide evacuation and 
created the two-square-mile Safety Zone: an 
attempt, intermittently successful, to shield the 
remaining population from slaughter and rape 
at the hands of the Japanese. The fact that 
they stayed, and did some good, is welcome 

(if slight) leavening in a film that is difficult 

to watch without weeping. Their commentary 
serves as a chronology that is filled in by imag- 
es of a city collapsing under the weight of aerial 
and ground bombardment, streets strewn with 
corpses, a man carrying a lifeless child, burned 
bodies, mass graves — and by the harrowing 
testimonials of survivors, such as the old man 
whose stolidly begun tale of watching a soldier 
bayonet his mother and infant brother some 
70 years ago ends in uncontrolled tears as we 
try and fail to make sense of such an act. (1:28) 
Lumiere, Shattuck. (Rapoport) 

Persepolis See pick box. (1:35) 
Embarcadero, Shattuck, Smith Rafael. 

The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything: A 
VeggieTales Movie Animated vegetables who 
are also pirates, slackers, and overtly Christian 
.. pretty high-concept for a kid’s movie. (1:24) 
Running with Arnold There are certainly criti- 
cisms to be made of the Governator’s perfor- 
mance in Sacramento so far and the means 

by which he got there. But Dan Cox’s glib, 
tabloid-cable-style documentary is a series of 
cheap shots that feels more like an example of 
smear politics than a real exposé. It rehashes 
various old minor scandals and rumors to recap 
Schwarzenegger's rise to fame, snickers at his 
movie stardom, and then slows down to detail 
the dubious means by which not so great but 
not that evil then-governor Gray Davis was 
subjected to a recall election that gave guess 
who a new career. Schwarzenegger’s mixed 
record to date in office does merit scrutiny, 
but Cox sneers and harrumphs at examples 

of policy shifting, hypocrisy, special-interest 
catering, and so forth that, frankly, on the scale 
of current GOP malfeasance, are pretty tame. 
He dismisses Schwarzenegger’s more progres- 
sive ideas (like higher state carbon emission 
standards and his relative gay friendliness) as 
mere opportunism — even though such stanc- 
es have cost him conservative support. He’s 
accused of being ambitious (gasp!), thinking 
“he has a solution for everything,” and simply 
being a Republican. Cox compares his subject 
to the Shrub, Nixon, Hitler, and ... Gray Davis. 
He makes Schwarzenegger's fans look stupid 
but can’t seem to come up with many critical 
commentators who aren't pundits, comedians, 
or Hollywood scenesters (Cox is a veteran 
entertainment journalist). Barely making it past 
the one-hour point, Running is all snark and no 
substance. Alec Baldwin narrates — though 
it’s worth noting that he tried to pull out of the 
project after seeing a final edit. (1:12) Opera 
Plaza. (Harvey) 
The Violin See “Angels with Dirty Faces,” page 
71, (1:38) Shattuck. 
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Aliens vs. Predator: Requiem (1:26) 1000 Van 
Ness. 
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Allin This Tea (1:10) 
Roxie, Smith Rafael. 

Alvin and the Chipmunks (1:30) SF Centre. 
Atonement (2: 03) Albany, Clay, Empire, SF 
Centre. 

Before the Devil Knows You’re Dead (1:57) 

Smith Rafael. 

Beowulf (1:54) 1000 Van Ness. 

Blade Runner: The Final Cut (1:57) Opera Plaza. 

Charlie Wilson’s War This glib, simplified, 

ultimately trivializing take on a fairly recent 

chapter in United States foreign policy history 
will no doubt strike some as a witty triumph due 
to the Oscar-laden talent involved — including 

Mike Nichols, Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts, and 

Philip Seymour-Hoffman. All but the last are 

overrated anyway, but this does not rank with 

their best work. Hanks plays the titular Texas 
congressperson, painted here as a party-hearty 
careerist of no particular political zeal or ideal- 
ism until at the instigation of his rich, rabidly 
anti-Communist friend Joanne Herring (Roberts) 
he suddenly grows a conscience — and applies 
it toward funding the US’s covert war against 
the brutal Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. 

Hoffman is very funny as the tactless but savvy 

CIA operative who applies some practical know- 

how to Wilson’s crusade, but Enchanted'’s Amy 

Adams is completely wasted as Wilson's loyal 

secretary. Threatened legal action by the real- 

life principals purportedly led to most of the 
sharp edges being sanded off Aaron Sorkin’s 
script, which now plays like a political drawing- 
room comedy whose underdeveloped serious 
aspects simply feel awkward. It expends all of 
about 30 seconds at the end hinting that the 

US's failure to help reconstruct the devastated 

Afghanistan after the Russkies were routed 

laid the grounds for ... well, where we are 

now. Surely a more critically shaded odyssey 

from amusing cocktail party repartee to that 

depressing final truth was intended. But what 
we've gotten instead is a trite compromise that 
curiously comes off as gung ho retro cold war 
propaganda. (1:37) Oaks, Presidio, SF Centre. 

(Harvey) 

>») The Diving Bell and the Butterfly The 
upscale art-house uplift exercise of the 

year comes from an unexpected source: Julian 

Schnabel, the painter turned director whose 

prior movies were interesting but lacked any 

feel for narrative. (And who, frankly, always 
seemed kind of an iberaffected prick.) He has 
made a great film from erstwhile French Elle 
editor Jean-Dominique Bauby’s acclaimed mem- 
oir of his experiences after suffering a severe 
stroke at 43; The Diving Bell and the Butterfly. 

This is a director’s picture. Actually, an artist’s 

— Schnabel renders Bauby’s odyssey in visual 

terms that vividly, poetically amplify both the 

subject’s Sisyphean struggle to regain commu- 
nication skills and his joy in realizing imagination 
could liberate him from constriction. It’s weird 
how the women in Bauby’s life — even speech 
and physical therapists — are insistently drop- 
dead gorgeous, as if female less than perfection 
is more than any man could or should bear. But 
this is still an unusually abstract narrative film 
that’s also exceptionally accessible and moving. 

Damn you, Schnabel: you must be admired after 

all. (1:52) Embarcadero. (Harvey) 

Electric Apricot: Quest for Festeroo (1:30) 

Smith Rafael. 

Enchanted (1:47) SF Centre. 

>») The Golden Compass (1:53) Grand Lake, 
1000 Van Ness. 

The Great Debaters (2:03) SF Centre. 

Helvetica (1:20) 

Roxie. 
1 Am Legend (2:00) Grand Lake, 1000 Van Ness. 
>>| I’m Not There (2:15) 

Shattuck, Smith Rafael. 

Into the Wild (2:33) 

Opera Plaza, Shattuck. 

>») Juno As Waitress, Knocked Up, and now 
Juno have demonstrated, unplanned preg- 

nancy is totally stylish these days. Juno is the 

only film among 2007’s baby-on-board crew 

to seriously consider abortion and settle on 

adoption; it’s also the most sympathetic to its 

female protagonist. She’s a high schooler, she’s 
caustic as hell, and even if she’s occasionally 
too much of a screenwriter’s construct, it’s hard 
not to eagerly await her next wry, preternatu- 
rally mature observation. Pitch-perfect as this 
pocket-size punkette is Hard Candy’s Ellen Page, 
whose breakout status after Juno's release will 
be either matched or exceeded by that of hip- 
ster scribe Diablo Cody (director Jason Reitman 
already won over everybody with Thank You 

for Smoking). Sort-of couple Juno and Paulie 

(Michael Cera) consummate their mutual crush 

ona whim; cue bun in the oven. Ever the anti- 

after-school special, Juno faces the news with 


eye-rolling determination. Before long, she’s 
plucked a yuppie couple (Jennifer Garner and 
Jason Bateman) from the “desperately seeking 
spawn” want ads. At first entirely uninterested 
in getting to know her baby’s adoptive parents, 
Juno finds herself drawn to them, especially to 
the dad-to-be, a failed rocker turned jingle writ- 
er whose interest in the preggers teen is maybe 
not entirely wholesome. Whatever — people 
aren’t gonna go see Juno for its social commen- 
tary, or its take on'teen pregnancy, really. This 
is one of those flicks with Heathers-like glib- 
clever-snarky dialogue that beg repeated view- 
ings, memorization, and repetition. Besides a 
terrific script, the film also boasts a stellar cast, 
with Juno’s parents played by Allison Janney and 
J.K. Simmons, and a cameo by The Office's Rainn 
Wilson. (1:32) California, 1000 Van Ness, Orinda, 
Piedmont, Presidio, SF Centre. (Eddy) 

The Kite Runner (2:07) Empire, Four Star, 

1000 Van Ness, Shattuck. 
Lust, Caution (2:28) Opera Plaza. 
>| Meeting Resistance Insofar as it presents 

direct contact with Iraqi men and women 
involved in the country’s anti-American insur- 
gency, Meeting Resistance is a crucial addition 
to the Iraq war syllabus. Western photojournal- 
ists Steve Connors and Molly Bingham collected 
their footage over 10 months from 2003 to 
2004 in Adhamiya, a neighborhood of Baghdad 
not far from the Green Zone. Aside from a few 
spare factual title cards and an annoyingly 
dramatized score, the film is left entirely to 
enraged testimonies vacillating between per- 
sonal narrative and the jihadi line. This means 
many problematic assertions sail by unchal- 
lenged, though it’s clear which way the channels 
of fact normally run: most of the film’s compo- 
sitions are obscured, after all, to protect the 
interviewees’ identities. Connors and Bingham’s 
footage focuses largely on the motives of resis- 
tance, and in emphasizing the insurgents’ rever- 
ent freedom-fighting solidarity, they miss an 
opportunity to track this particular insurgency’s 
changing shape. Still, what Meeting Resistance 
loses in historical perspective it makes up for 
in its local focus: a former soldier imprisoned 
under Saddam Hussein, who is driven to take 
up arms against the occupiers; an articulate 
young Syrian who left home to wage war; an 
imam — also jailed under Hussein — who feels 
it his duty to prescribe jihad even though he 
loathes the sectarianism it inspires. Besides 
their appearance in a few of the devastating 
snapshots from Abu Ghraib, Americans only 
exist in Meeting Resistance as looming, armored 
apparitions — life during wartime, indeed. 
(1:24) Roxie. (Goldberg) 
>) Michael Clayton (2:00) 

Lumiere. 
National Treasure: Book of Secrets (2:04) 1000 
Van Ness, Shattuck. 
>| No Country for Old Men Great novels often 

frustrate in screen translation; conversely, 
pretty good, mediocre, or even bad novels often 
provide the basis for great movies. That's cer- 
tainly the case with this adaptation of a lesser 
recent Cormac McCarthy book, which by his 
usual lofty standards is a bit of a lurid potboiler 
— yet as you've probably heard by now, it’s 
been turned into the Coen brothers’ best film in 
some time. Josh Brolin plays Llewelyn Moss, a 
West Texas working-class stiff who's out hunt- 
ing when he gets the kind of lucky break you 
know is going to bring very bad karma indeed. 
In the middle of nowhere, he discovers several 
bullet-riddled vehicles and a bunch of men 
who’ve shot one another to death in a drug deal 
gone wrong. Now there's nobody alive to claim 
what they were all presumably after — a shit- 
load of white stuff and a briefcase with a cool 
$2 million in cash — except Moss, that is. He 
leaves the drugs but grabs the cash, sparking a 
long, brutal, and frequently murderous pursuit 
by interested parties who include the weary 
local sheriff (Tommfy Lee Jones), a wry fixer 
(Woody Harrelson), and the very, very scary 
hit man Anton Chigurh (Javier Bardem). A lot 
of blood, innocent and not, is spilled as the last 
ingeniously tracks down a resourceful but out- 
matched Moss. A much blacker comedy of spi- 
taling violence and doom than the Coens’ classic 
Fargo, No Country eschews their usual stylistic 
dazzle for a terse, tense straightforwardness as 
bleakly hostile to human survival as the harsh 
Prairie landscapes it’s set in. It’s both shocking 
and funny, with pitch-perfect performances, 
especially from Jones, whose peerlessly dead- 
pan line readings again confirm he’s perhaps the 
most undervalued comic actor in movies. Then 
there’s Bardem, who creates a dead-eyed socio- 
path who really, really loves his job, if nothing 
else. His unforgettably macabre turn lends this 
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wickedly entertaining film its scorpion sting. 
(1:56) Four Star, Lumiere, Piedmont, SF Centre, 
Shattuck. (Harvey) 
One Missed Call In another bad translation of a 
Japanese horror flick, One Missed Call gives us 
hot girls in danger and little else. An angry ghost 
is going through people's cell phone contact 
lists and killing their friends with annoying ring- 
tones. A mice med student (Shannyn Sossamon) 
discovers she’s next on the list and teams up 
with nice police officer Ed Burns (looking very 
sad to be in this movie) to investigate. In a dark, 
burned-out hospital. At night. Even the special 
effects are bad in this stinky, unscary flick, 
and the best part is a cameo by Ray Wise as a 
Christian reality TV show host who wants to 
do an exorcism on one of the haunted mobiles. 
If you want to see a cool American take on 
Japanese horror, you'll have to ga. back to The 
Ring. (1:27) 1000 Van Ness. (Annalee Newitz) 
>») The Orphanage Though it’s produced by 
Guillermo del Toro, Spanish spookfest The 
Orphanage is hardly this year’s Pan’s Labyrinth 
— it’s too reminiscent of other films to match 
Pan's striking originality. Still, you could do 
worse than pay homage to Jhe Others and 
Poltergeist, and Juan Antonio Bayona’s film is 
beautifully shot and classy enough to satisfy 
both art-house audiences and horror fans 
in search of a few good jolts. Laura (The Sea 
Inside’s Belén Rueda) was adopted from the 
orphanage of the film's title; years later she 


buys the long-empty property with her hus- 
band (Fernando Cayo), and the couple move 

in, bringing young son Simon (Roger Princep) 

— himself an adoptee, and HIV-positive, though 
it’s unclear whether he knows either fact. 
Laura’s intention is to open a group home for 
special-needs children, but there’s someone or 
something hangin’ out in the dusty rooms and 
toolsheds and nearby sea caves that doesn’t 
want her to succeed. Tip: if you move into a 
ramshackle old building where tragedies may 
have occurred, be concerned if your kid sud- 
denly finds a pack of new, invisible friends. Be 
very concerned. (1:45) Embarcadero, Shattuck. 
(Eddy) 

P.S. | Love You (2:06) 1000 Van Ness. 

The Savages One of those rare creatures known 
as Hollywood (if indie) female directors, Tamara 
Jenkins has.one previous feature to her name, 
1998's highly enjoyable The Slums of Beverly 
Hills. The near decade that has passed since 
then is pretty typical — for some reason, the 
studios just don’t seem to want to pony up the 
Money as quickly or as often when a woman 

is behind the camera. Jenkins still manages to 
bring her debut film's matter-of-fact (rather 
than show-offy) ensemble excellence to her 
follow-up, and she maintains her eye’s focus 

on those alleys and off-streets hidden around 
the corners of the American dream. Though 

it favors garish colors instead of black-and- 
white, The Savages has an opening sequence 

of dancing bluehairs in Arizona that is more 
Diane Arbus-like than the recent misguided 
biopic of Arbus. Its heightened style leads into a 
relatively unsentimental look at the impact that 
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caregiving and death have on the remains of 
a family. Jenkins has Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
thankfully in a relatively understated state 
of being, and Laura Linney, in a role she can 
probably perform backward in her sleep. It also 
has feces as one of its keywords on IMDb.com, 
which means it’s more.in touch with the stuff 
of everyday life than 99 percent of the movies 
being made in George W. Bush’s Unites States, 
even if it doesn’t have the easygoing substance 
of Jenkins’s first movie and sometimes goes for 
glib laughs instead. (1:53) Albany, Embarcadero. 
(Huston) 
>| Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street Tim Burton’s Sweeney Todd 
works so well you might not notice that it’s 
based on a Broadway musical, and one that's 
close to opera. Which is the idea, of course. 
Pop musicals have been making a slow, tenta- 
tive comeback of late. But Sweeney Todd is 
something other than a pop musical — it’s 
by Stephen Sondheim, for god’s sake, who 
translates strangely to the movies because 
his sensibility is complicatedly, wholly theatri- 
cal, Burton’s best movie since Ed Wood 13 
years ago succeeds precisely because it finds 
ways to be faithful to the source material in 
particular details while turning the whole into 
a Tim Burton film — a black-comedy-cum-hor- 
tor movie, albeit one blacker and more horrific 
than any he’s made before. Sweeney (Johnny 
Depp) returns to 19th-century London after 
escaping a prison island. Arriving incognito in 
his sooty, verminous old neighborhood, he’s 
recognized by his torch-bearing former land- 
lady, Mrs. Lovett (Helena Bonham Carter). She 


tells him his wife poisoned herself long ago and 
that their daughter, Johanna (Jayne Wisener), 
is now the close-watched ward of the corrupt 
Judge Turpin (Alan Rickman), who'd framed 
Sweeney in order to facilitate the rape of his 
beautiful spouse. Sweeney has just one goal 
now: wreaking vengeance on Turpin and his 
wormlike flunky the Beadle (Timothy Spall). Woe 
to anyone who gets in his way. The acclaimed 
John Doyle production of Sweeney Todd recently 
seen at the American Conservatory Theater was 
ingenious. But by stripping down the production 
elements, it drained this musical thriller of, well, 
blood. Burton doesn't stint: the sticky stuff 
flows in geysers here, accompanied by plenty of 
gore, brutality, and perhaps the single nastiest 
demise doled out to a leading screen character 
all year. But can his actors sing? Er ... kind of. 
The director lets the brilliantly orchestrated 
music provide the ballast, allowing his leads to 
act their songs. The result won’t necessarily 
please Sondheim purists, but it does lend the 
material more pathos than usual. (1:57) 1000 
Van Ness, Orinda, Presidio, Shattuck. (Harvey) 
There Will Be Blood Paul Thomas Anderson 
returns with There Will Be Blood, in which 
false prophets and fatal oil profits entwine with 
murderous intent in the director’s latest act of 
three-act bravado: oligarch Daniel Plainview 
(Daniel Day-Lewis) and preacher Eli Sunday 
(Paul Dano) engage in territorial pissings that 
span decades, while women are scarcely seen, 
and heard from even less. No Country for Old 
Men almost qualifies as Douglas Sirk-ian melo- 
drama next to Anderson's maverick revision of 
Upton Sinclair’s 1927 novel Oil! There will be 
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EXCLUSIVE SAN FRANCISCO ENGAGEMENT 


STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 11!| LUMMIERE 


CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES - NO PASSES 


California at Polk - (415) 267-4893 


FOR GROUP SALES CALL TOLL FREE 1 


no doubt among viewers that this 158-minute 
epic has Orson Welles-ian aspirations, from its 
Citizen Kane-like dedication to the rise and fall 
of a megalomaniac to its less-focused portrait 
of a not-so-magnificent or Ambersonian family 
line. These are the post-Robert Altman years 
of Anderson’s relatively fledgling career, in 
strictly literal terms. Now that Altman is dead, 
Anderson no longer treats him as a prime well 
of auteur inspiration, instead favoring the 
sprawling likes of Welles, Elia Kazan, Terrence 
Malick, and Stanley Kubrick. He’s aided by the 
sick pull of Jonny Greenwood’s vanguard score 
and gonzo performances from both of his lead 
actors. While Day-Lewis is more consistently 
successful, it’s Dano who stokes the film’s 
intrigue, through subtle smiles during their 
characters’ early jousts, a brief spell of deflated 
defeat when he’s betrayed, and a hilarious (if 
only temporary) victory in his home court of the 
pulpit. When There Will Be Blood is a marriage 
or battle between Day-Lewis’s performance 
and Anderson's imagery, it’s even better. The 
potent isolation and claustrophobia of the film’s 
first half hour are outdone by a tour de force 
sequence in which oil and its elemental force 
paint the future.black. (2:38) Bridge, California, 
Piedmont, SF Centre. (Huston) 
>») Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story (1:36) 
1000 Van Ness, Shattuck. 
The Water Horse: Legend of the Deep (1:45) 
SF Centre. SFBG 


“STUNNING 


A message this 
political has rarely 
been delivered in 


so poetic a form.” 
nneth Turan, L.A. Times 


“A mastery 


of suspense.” 
—Glenn Whipp, L.A. Daily News 


“BEAUTIFUL!” 


-NY POST 


kK KK! 


—TIME OUT NY 


WINNER 
SAN FRANCISCO FILM FESTIVAL 
SKYY PRIZE 
AUDIENCE AWARD 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS 
STARTS FRIDAY, JAN 11th 


SAN FRANCISCO BERKELEY 


Roxie Cinema Landmark’s Shattuck’ 
(415) 863-1087 (510) 464-5980 


www.Roxie.com — Landmarktheatres.com 


first run venues 


FILM 


Ice Cube takes a break from movies with “are we” and “yet” in the title to play a petty crook in 
First Sunday, out Fri/11. | pxHoto By TONY RIVETTI JR. 


The following is contact information for Bay Area 
first-run theaters. Please go to www.sfbg.com 
for a complete list of showtimes. See Rep Clock 
for information on rep houses and special film 
programs. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, www.bal- 
boamovies.com. 


Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893, 777-FILM, #025. 


Century Plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200. 


Century 20 Junipero Serra/John Daly, Daly City. 
(650) 994-7469. 
Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893, 777-FILM, #096. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema 1 Embarcadero 
Center, promenade level. 267-4893, 777-FILM, 
#154. 


Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 

Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 
Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 929-4650. 
Lumiere California/Polk. 267-4893, 777-FILM, 
#097. 

Metreon Fourth St/Mission. 1-800-FANDANGO, 
#705. 


Metro Union/Webster. 931-1685. 


1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 1-800-231-3307. 


Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 267-4893, 
777-FILM, #028. 


Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 


San Francisco Centre Mission between Fourth 
and Fifth sts. 538-3456. 


Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston, 221-8182. 
Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 


OAKLAND 
Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. (510) 452-3556. 


Jack London Stadium 100 Washington, Jack 
London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 


Parkway 1834 Park, Oakl. (510) 814-2400. 
Piedmont Piedmont/41st St, Oakl. (510) 464- 
5980, 777-FILM, #020. 

BERKELEY AREA 


Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980, 
777-FILM, #013. 


AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, Emeryville. 


(510) 457-4262. 


California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. (510) 464- 
5980, 777-FILM, #015. 


Elmwood 2966 College, Berk. (510) 649-0530. 
Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. (510) 420- 
0107. 

Oaks 1875 Solano, Berk. (510) 526-1836. 
Orinda 4 Orinda Theater Square, Orinda. (510) 
254-9060. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980, 777-FILM, #024. 

UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 843- 
1487. sFBG 


‘A CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT! 
A RAVISHING ROMANCE! 


There is nothing yesterday about ‘Atonement.’ It speaks in fresh, startling 


ways to anew generation. Written, directed and acted to perfection.” 
-=PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


GOLDEN GLOBE® NOMINATIONS 


Sn eed ee EN CLUDING isn er eS ee 


BEST PICTURE: 


KENNETH TURAN, LOS ANGELES TIMES 


“DEEPLY MOVING! A RICH LOVE 
STORY! A FILM OF LAYERS AND 
SURPRISES! ONE OF THE YEAR’S 
BEST PICTURES!” 

Sek! 

EPIC! ENORMOUSLY 
SATISFYING!” 


ONEMENT. 


FROM JOE WRIGHT, THE AWARD-WINNING DIRECTOR OF PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 


READ THE BEST-SELLING 
NOVEL FROM ANCHOR BOOKS 


EXPERIENCE IT TODAY! 
Cinemark CENTURY SAN FRANCISCO Cinemark Landmark Theatres CLAY — Cinemark CENTURY 20 DALY CITY 


CENTRE Mission St between 4th & Sth Sts CINEARTS @ EMPIRE Fillmore at Clay Junipero Serra / J Daly Blvd 
415/538-3456 85 W Portal Ave 415/661-2539 415/267-4893 650/994-7469 
EAST BAY Albany, Landmark's Albany Twin PENINSULA “ MARIN 
Antioch, Regal Cinemas Deer Valley Stadium 16 Redwood City, Cinemark Century 20 Downtown Hr Foirfax 5 Theatres 
Danville, Cinemark Blackhawk Movies 7 San Mateo, Cinemark Century 12 Downtown it, Cinemark Century Larkspur Landing 
Dublin, Regal Cinemas Hacienda Crossings 20 & IMAX SAN JOSE aah ‘afael, Cinemark Century Regency 
Emeryville, AMC Bay Street 16 Campbell, Camera Cinemas Camera 7 @ The Pruneyord NORTH COUNTIES 
Livermore, Cinema West Livermore Cinemas Milpitas, Cinemark Century 20 Great Mall Fairfield, Edwards Fairfield Stadium 16> 
Pleasant Hill, Cinemark Cinearts @ Pleasant Hill 5 Min. View, Cinemark Century Cinemas 16 Healdsburg, Raven ~~ 
Union City, Cinemark Century Union City 25 San Jose, Cinemark Century 20 Oakridge Peloluma, Cinema West Boulevard Cinemas 
Walnut Creek, Cinemark Century Downtown Woinut Creek 14 San Jose, Cinemark Cinearts @ Santana Row Santa Rosa, Rialto Cinemas Lakeside 


STARTS PRIDAY, SA tment. Sees oe aeons 
i r v 
JANUARY 11” 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR ‘SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 
‘CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED 
MOBILE USERS: for Showtimes — Text ATONEMENT with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 
GO TO Bravo !v.COM FOR AN EXCLUSIVE CONVERSATION WITH KEIRA KNIGHTLEY 
Attention movielovers: For more on this extraordinary film and others like it, visit 
FILM: *F¢}CUS.COM - a new place for movielovers. 


IT'S YOUR 


GUARDIAN NOW 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


ICE KATT TRACY 
CUBE WILLIAMS MORGAN 


Keep the faith. 
Steal the rest. 


CrimeDoesntPray.com 


STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 


SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT, 


SFBG.COM/FILM_79 


SCREAM AND 
SCREAM AGAIN. 

YOU JUST 
MISSED A CALL. 


ONE 


MISSED CALL 


WHAT WILL IT SOUND 
LIKE WHEN YOU DIE? 


www.onemissedcallmovie.com 


MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes, Text Message CALL and Your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 


NOW SHOWING - CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


ON 


OVERTURE 


FILMS. 


FILM 


Christopher B. Smith Rafael Film Center. 


GUARDIAN 


“and score passes to MAD MONEY 


during the film’ s theatrical engagement! 


your chance to win a pass, good for two, 


~ 


> bal complete our MAD MONEY MAZE below, 
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THINK GREEN JANUARY 2008 


OPENS IN THEATRES ON 


Ey then ag 


it out and send it along with a self- 


stamped, business-sized envelope to: 


MAD MONEY PROMO 


c/o the Guardian Building 


You can also drop it off using our building’s 
convenient front-door mail drop! 


135 Mississippi St. ¢ San Francisco, CA 94107 © 


One grand prize winner will receive 5 “Mad Money” lottery scratchers. ~ 
To buy “Mad Money” lottery scratchers visit your local lottery retailer. 


Passes are limited and available while supplies last. Winners picked 
by random drawing of all correct entries received by deadline and notified by mail. 


This film is rated PG-13. Run-of-engagement passes received through this promotion do not guarantee admission to the theatre. Seating is on a first come, first served 
basis. Theatre is open to paying customers. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket and accepts 
any restrictions required by ticket provider. Overture Films, Terry Hines & Associates, SF Bay Guardian, California State Lottery and their affiliates accept no responsibility 
or iiability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or 
in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All 
federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary to enter contest. One entry per person/household, 
duplicate entries will be disqualified. Passes--each good for two people--are in limited supply and will be distributed randomly by mail amongst all valid entries. Deadline 
for entry is noon, Friday, January 18, 2008. Participating sponsors their employees & family members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS! 


Deadline for entries is Tuesday, January 15, 2008. Late and duplicate entries will be disqualified. 


WY FRIDAY, JANUARY 18! 


30 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | JANUARY 9 - 15, 2008 


Schedules are for Wed/9-Tues/15 except 
where noted. Double features are marked with 
a ¢. Director and year are given when available. 
All times are pm unless otherwise specified. 
CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com. $6-9. “Kurosawa- 
Mifune”: ¢ The Bad Sleep Well (1960), Wed, 

1, 6:30, and High and Low (1963), Wed, 3:50, 
9:15. “Berlin and Beyond Film Festival,” Jan 10- 
16. See film listings. 

CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM 
CENTER 1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 
454-1222, www.cafilm.org. $5.50-9.25. All 

in This Tea (Blank and Leibrecht, 2007), call 
for dates and times. Before the Devil Knows 
You’re Dead (Lumet, 2007), call for dates and 
times. I’m Not There (Haynes, 2007), call for 
dates and times. Starting Out in the Evening 
(Wagner, 2007), call for. dates and times. 
Electric Apricot: Quest for Festeroo (Claypool, 
2007), Thurs, 7:30. Persepolis (Satrapi and 
Paronnaud, 2007), Jan 11-17, call for times. 
“For Your Consideration: A Selection of Oscar 
Submissions from around the World”: Secret 
Sunshine (Lee, 2007), Fri, 7:15; | Just Didn’t 
Do It (Sun, 2007), Sat, 3:30; Ben X (Balthazar, 
2007), Sat, 6:30, and Sun, 2; 4 Months, 3 
Weeks and 2 Days (Mungiu, 2007), Sat, 8:30; 
In the Heliopolis Flat (Khan, 2007), Sun; 

4:30, and Tues, 6:30; The Unknown Woman 
(Tornatore, 2007), Sun/13, 7:15, and Jan 16, 
9; Belle Toujours (de Oliveira, 2007), Mon/14, 
6:30, and Jan 22, 9; Jar City (Kormakur, 

2007), Mon/14, 8:15, and Jan 17, 9:15; Eduart 
(Antoniou, 2007), Tues/15, 9, and Jan 21, 6:30. 
CINEMA HEAVEN ENCORE Melt Cafe, 700 
Columbus, SF; barbbelle4@aol.com. Free. 
Classic American and foreign films, Tues, 7. 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


RANT + RAVE 


IT'S YOUR | 
GUARDIAN NOW 


Ninety-nine-year-old director Manoel de Oliveira’s Belle Toujours (starring Michel Piccoli) 
is Portugal’s submission for the Best Foreign Language Film Oscar; it plays this week at the 


MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; 

(415) 393-0100, rsvp@milibrary.org. $10. 
“CinemaLit: Mob Scene”: The Public Enemy 
(Wellman, 1931), Fri, 6:30. 

OAKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY Cesar Chavez 
Branch, 3301 E 12th St, Ste 271, Oakl; (510) 
535-5620, www.paypeace.org. Free. The Short 
Life of José Antonio Gutierrez, Tues, 4. 
PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, www.bampfa.berkeley.edu. 
$5.50-9.50. “The Medieval Remake”: Andrei 
Rublev (Tarkovsky, 1966), Fri, 7; Alexander 
Nevsky (Eistenstein, 1938), Sun, 2. “Cool 
World: Jazz and the Movies”: Beware (Pollard, 
1946) with “Jammin’ the Blues” (Mili, 1944) 
and “Black and Tan” (Murphy, 1929), Sat, 6:30; 
Too Late Blues (Cassavetes, 1962), Sat, 8:10. 
“A Theater near You”: Muriel (Resnais, 1963), 
Sun, 4:15. “Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: Recent 
Experimental Documentaries”: Best in the 
West (Kashani, 2006), Tues, 7:30. 

PREMIER Letterman Digital Arts Center, 
Presidio, SF; www.sffs.org. $9-11. Secret 
Sunshine (Lee, 2007), Wed, 7. Director Lee 
Chang-Dong in person 

RED VIC 1727 Haight, SF; (415) 668-3994. 


* $5-8.50. The Darjeeling Limited (Anderson, 


2007), Wed-Thurs, 7:15, 9:30 (also Wed, 2). 
Michael Clayton (Gilroy, 2007), Fri-Sat, 7, 9:30 
(also Sat, 2, 4:30). My Kid Could Paint That 
(Bar-Lev, 2007), Sun-Mon, 7:15, 9:15 (also Sun, 
2, 4). The Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (Dominik, 2007), Jan 15- 
16, 8 (also Jan 16, 2). 

ROXIE FILM CENTER 3117 and 3125 16th St, 
SF; (415) 863-1087, www.roxie.com. $5-9. All 
in This Tea (Blank and Leibrecht, 2007), Wed- 
Thurs, 6:40. Helvetica (Hustwit, 2007), Wed- 
Thurs, 8, 9:45. Meeting Resistance (Bingham 
and Connors, 2007), Wed-Thurs, 7, 8:40 (also 
Wed, 3, 5). Call for Fri-Tues shows and times. 


SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 
151 Third St, SF; (415) 357-4000, www.sfmo- 
ma.org. $5 or free with museum admission 
($7-12.50). “The Films of Emile de Antonio”: 

* Point of Order (1963) and Change and 
Counterchange (1968), Sat, 1, 3. 


SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC LIBRARY 100 Larkin, 
SF; www.pbs.org/independentlens/banished. 
Free. Banished (Williams) with “The Apollos” 
Qones and Parker), Wed, 6. 

21 GRAND 416 25th St, Oakl; (510) 444-7263, 
www.21grand.org. Call for price. “T-10 Video 
Festival,” short video works, Sat-Sun, 8:30. 
YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 701 
Mission, SF; (415) 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 
$5. “Odd Reels Night,” Thurs, 7:30. sas 


Ink Well sy sen tausi 


“Playing with Fire" 1908 


Across 

1, Iconic Asian peak 
7. Exchange jabs 
11. Cornfield sound 


14. Train company in which Neil 


Young is a shareholder 
15. Mistreatment 
17.____ economics 

18. Baton wavers 


19. Anti-police informant slogan on 


DVDs, shirts, etc. 
21. Intl. alliance since 1949 
22. They're for suckers 


25. Possible source of abdominal pain 


28. Web address, briefly 


- "Coffee __?" (host's query) 


31 

32. Favor preceder? 

33. Smother, in a way 

36. Slangy turnarounds 

37. Hostage crisis command 
40. Bum 

41. Guilds may fix them 

42. Never, in Niirmberg 

43. Finals, e.g. 


45. Designation for private global 


grps. since 1945 


46. Scoped out, before a burglary 


48. Book of the Apocrypha 
50. Go downhill fast? 

52, Drive up 

57, South Australian capital 
59. Pitch issue 

61. Web material 

62. Sells above face value 
63. Curvy figure 

64. Honey liquor 

65. Digressions 


Down 


1. XI years before the Battle of 


Hastings 

2. They have sobrinos and/or 
sobrinas 

3. Cover, as the bill 

4. Taken apart 


5. Game show featured in "White 


Men Can't Jump" 


6. "Oh, well, that's the game ..." 


7. Sonoma wine valley 
8. Surveyor's map 

9. Baldwin and Guinness 
10. Hurry for 
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11. Florist's stock 

12, Past 

13. "The Darjeeling Limited" 
director Anderson 

16. Equestrian foothold 

20, Sign forbidding 36-Across 
23. Weakling 

24. Got fresh with 

25. Keep in the loop 

26. "Casablanca" actor Peter 
and others 

27. Reverse gear? 

29. Set again, as a trap 

30. Like generics, generally 
34, Alley-___ 

35. Society page word 

38. Esso offerings 

39, They're not worldly 

44. Arabic greeting 

47. God, in the Torah 

49. "You Can't Do That on 
Television" substance 

51. A good deal of, informally 
53. Inkling 

54. Grade school designation 
55. Fuse with a torch 

56. Where to pick up a kitten? 
57. Go gray, say 

58. Windows predecessor 

60. Web feed syst. 
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Call (330) 328-3264 for free hints to this week's puzzle 


Join the Ink Well Facebook group! 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=7969011550 


double team psychic dream 


JAN. 9-15 


ARIES 


March 21-April 19 
Aries, this week you’ve 
got to care enough to 
speak your truth and 
then let the fuck go. 
Don’t speak your truth 
and then wait for a 
prize or a standing ova- 
tion, or for someone to 
be moved to tears or to 
suddenly see the light. 
Do it because it’s what 
you need to do, and 
then move on. 


TAURUS 


April 20—May 20 
Check in with your 
heart. Put in a call 

to the realm of your 
innermost personal life. 
What are the hopes 
and dreams being radi- 
oed out of those quar- 
ters? It’s your job to 
listen close and begin 
working toward them. 
You can do this either 
in a trippy, freak-out 
fashion or with opti- 
mism and faith — it’s 
your choice. 

GEMINI 


May 21-June 21 

The brilliant performer 
Kate Bornstein likes to 
reference the Buddhist 
quote “The way you do 
anything is the way you 
do everything.” This 
week it’s less about 
what you’re doing and 
way more about the 
energy with which you 
do — or don’t do — it. 
It’s a hard-knock life 
right now, so proceed 
with care and style. 


CANCER 


June 22-July 22 
Cancer, you’ve got this 
crazy, kick-ass oppor- 
tunity to embody your 
strength. You're so 
awesome and power- 
ful, it would be a great 
time to shine in both 
the bedroom and the 
boardroom. Get clear 
about your boundaries 
and express them ina 
way that benefits such 


a superhero as yourself. 


LEO 


July 23-Aug. 22 

Like other people in 
your life, Leo, we’re 
not afraid to tell you 
what to do. We say 
the time has arrived to 
get present and take 
responsibility for your- 
self. You need to make 
a move, but make it 
only when you’re ready 
to cop to what’s yours. 
Procrastination, guilt, 
and blame are useless, 
so avoid them. 


VIRGO 


Aug. 23—Sept. 22 
You’ve got to take your 
self-esteem to the 
self-esteem gym. Hook 
it up with a personal 
trainer and get to work 
packing some muscles 
on that weakling, 
because we see you 
being a “yes, ma’am” 
when you ought to be a 
“no, ma’am.” Why don’t 
you believe it’s OK to 
be honest about where 
you're at? 

LIBRA 


Sept. 23-Oct. 22 
There is a 15-car pileup 
at the intersection of 
What You Want and 
What You Need. And 
the suckiest part is 
that we're not sure 
what needs to be 
adjusted: your wants 
or your needs. We urge 
you to figure that shit 
out ASAP. In case you 
forgot your goal, it’s to 
be happy and to work 
with integrity. 
SCORPIO 


Oct. 23—Nov. 21 
Scorpio, you are on 

the verge of a massive 
shift, and it’s deeply 
emotional. It would 

be easy for you not to 
grasp this and to simply 
skate the surface of 
your emotional pond, 
but we urge you to love 
not just yourself but 
also the people around 
you enough to take it to 
a deeper level. 


By Michelle Tes and Jessica Lanyadoo 


Award-winning writer Michelle Tea and intuitive counselor Jessica 
Lanyadoo have been fraternizing with fate together for the past seven 
years. Call Lanyadoo for an astrology or tarot reading at (415) 336-8354. 
Write to Double Team at lovedoubleteam@hotmail.com. 


SAGITTARIUS 


Nov. 22—Dec. 21 
There’s a delicate bal- 
ance needing to happen 
in your life, Sag, and we 
don’t think you're going 
to like it. It’s going to 
require you to compro- 
mise, to think of other 
people’s needs, and to 
take them into consid- 
eration when evaluat- 
ing your own. Your 
greatest growth lies in 
not being too extreme 
in either direction. 


CAPRICORN 


Dec. 22—Jan. 19 

Part of your process 
this week is overcom- 
ing insecurity and 
self-doubt. Don’t hate 
the little buggers when 
they crop up in your 
path. Instead, see them 
as obstacles that will 
make a world-class 
athlete out of you. 
Trust your growth 

and evolution as you 
make uncomfortable 
changes. 


AQUARIUS 


Jan. 20—Feb. 18 
There are important 
decisions you need to 
make regarding mov- 
ing forward with your 
studies in the art and 
science of advanced 
self-love. Can you 
regard difficult situa- 
tions as opportunities 
to take care of your- 
self? Or do you just get 
pissed at the universe 
for oppressing you? 
This is lesson one. 


PISCES 


Feb. 19-March 20 
We insist you enjoy 
yourself this week. And 
while you’re busy bliss- 
ing out, please take 
note of how things 
tend to flow toward 
you when you’re in 

a more open, light- 
hearted place. This is 
an excellent time to 
invest in love and all 
things romantic. The 
more you put out, the 
more will boomerang 
right back. sres 
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A week late 


By Kaden Nemerson 
> andrea@altsexcolumn.com 


No, not that kind of “a week late.” This is 
my New Year’s column, a week late, but 
let’s not beat ourselves up over it. Barring 
the exceedingly rare case in which someone 
both recognizes the need for change and 
makes and keeps a promise, New Year's 
resolutions mostly just hang around like any 
other weapon (see: Chekhov's gun), waiting 
for us to use them against ourselves. Some 
people won't have a gun in the house; I 
won't have stupid vows lying around wait- 
ing for me to.stub my toe on them. And 
with that, some nonresolutions, just mere 
suggestions, for better sex in 2008: 

(1) Get the right birth control. One 
couple’s perfect method is another’s PMSy 
nightmare, chemical burn, or poor lifestyle 
fit, and there’s often no way to tell without 
experimenting. Hints: if you never remem- 
ber whether you turned the stove off, I 
wouldn't suggest relying on the pill, and if 
you cannot handle the phrase cervical mucus, 
you probably don’t want to handle the 
real thing either, so no fernility, awareness 
method for you! 

(2) If you've been faking it, cut that 
right out. 

(3) Try something new. You'll usually 
see this as “try a new position,” but posi- 
tions are hardly the alpha and omega of 
sexual variety. It’s still just fucking. I mean 
try something rea//y new. Obviously the 
Web is the go-to source for somethings 
new, but a field trip, all hand in hand and 
coupley, to a nice sex shop is probably more 
fun. Also, you could buy something. It’s the 
patriotic thing to do. 

(4) Learn something new, even if you 
don’t think you want to try it. Most of the 
“Ew, yuck” reactions to your supposedly 
\aiifkier sexualities come from lack of infor- 
mation and fear of the unknown. Of course 
there are depths below depths of deprav- 
ity out there for the plumbing, but I’m not 
talking about the really dank and danger- 
ous stuff. So much of kink and fetish turns 


yt to be harmless and often endearingly 


nerdy on closer inspection. Look behind the 
flames-of-hell clip art on any S-M organi- 
zation’s information site and you'll find a 
lot of software professionals and librarians 
earnestly comparing notes on how of to 
hurt one another while playing with whips 
and chains. 

(5) Get better at something you already 
do. This immediately brings to mind the 
sort of ridiculous gimmicks you used to 
find in Cosmo — shaving grapes or what 
have you — but you really can give better 
head or get in better alignment for inter- 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


course or any number of similar improve- 
ments merely by paying attention to what 
you're doing. Many people do a more mind- 
ful, conscientious job of blow-drying their 
hair than ... well, anyway. 

(6) Declutter the bedroom, (Actually, 
declutter the whole house.) Clutter in the 
bedroom is a definite buzz kill. If you're 
dating, the clutter functions as another 
self-perceived flaw, an externalized big butt 
or stretch mark, another reason to want to 
skulk in the dark instead of letting your 
light shine. If you're partnered, it’s a good 
excuse to harbor resentment (whose god- 
damn expired bus passes are those, anyway?) 
or let yourself get into that deeply antierotic 
spiral where we can’t just be all spontane- 
ous, for God’s sake! There’s important stuff 
to do! And then you don’t do it (in either 
sense of if) anyway. What's on my bedside 
table: 18 books, read, unread, and never to 
be read; bookmarks; crumpled sale slips; a 
flashlight with dead batteries; two bottles 
of flat seltzer water; one toddler’s sock; a 
pacifier; an expired bus pass; a finger pup- 
pet representing Charles Darwin; and three 
bottles of assorted lubes sent to me by a nice 
marketing rep at Babeland. What shou/d be 
on my bedside table? Oh, guess. 

(7) Compliment your partner on what 
he or she does wonderfully well. Nobody 
(at least nobody you want to know) feels 
all that overwhelming confident where it 
counts, not all the time, and if you could 
use the boost, so could they. 

(8) Do the sex (or just sexy) date thing, 
but for God’s sake, don’t take it too seri- 
ously. I’m not talking meeting your part- 
ner at the door wrapped in festive holiday 


“plastic wrap, but setting aside the time for 


reals instead of just saying you will all the 
time. And tell your partner it’s sexy night. 
There’s nothing worse than having your 
partner miss the point and brush past you 
on the way back in from your romantic din- 
ner to find out what’s in TiVo. Give them 

a chance not to feel like it too. Just because 
it’s your sexy night doesn’t mean it’s theirs. 


The big metaimprovers, in digest format: 


(9) Know what you want. 

(10) Share the information (not neces- 
sarily applicable to masturbation). 

Have fun. 


* Love, 


Andrea 


Andrea is home with the kids and going stir- 
crazy. Write her a letter! Ask her a question! 
Send her your tedious e-mail forwards! On 
second thought, don’t do that. Just ask her a 
question. 
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ee 
5 South San Francisco 650-870-3800 Santa Rosa 707-583-1 1 1 1 
$ San Mateo/Palo Alto 650-832-0202 Santa Cruz 831 -51 5-0303 
Sunnyvale/Mt. View 650-963-5400 other cities 1-888-257-5757 
vallejo 707-638-9200 
oakland 510-343-1111 


; San Francisco usecove:s00 


Mobile pay, text 
“QUEST” to 77003 


$9.99/15min 


tition pont: 1-900-484-2525 


FREE BASIC MEMBERSHIP 
IT'S FREE, TRY IT! 


© 10 minutes daily to message BASIC members San Francisco 
© UNLIMITED to chat with VIP members 415-691-3100 


UNLIMITED VIP MEMBERSHIP 
© Get a week, not an hour! As low as $1.77/DAY (8 weeks package) 


707-293-1000; 
925-953-1001 
831-707-1000: 


«010-943-1002 
910-512-1002 
650-204-2100 


STRAIGHT and GAY caller elcome www LiveMatch-coin 


; MobilePay! — 
Text “LAVA” TO 25552 
10 mins. for $9.99 


CAL pon00b SAN FRANCISCO 


sn, 419-992-5164 Oy 


£300 Pitclng Gotfons! SAN MATEO | 650-288-4200 SANTA ROSA | 707-206-6490 OAKLAND | 510-379-5739 
1-900-622-100 PLEASANTON | 925-271-5590 SAN JOSE | 408-512-3299 


Wild. Explicit. Talk. 


Private and Erotic Xp with Sexy Locals. 


CALL 415.992.5769 NOW i... 


650.288.4144 - 318.380. 8008 - 408. 849. 4390 
San Mateo 


(tw our 900 number: 1-900-287-2200 at $20/45 min. NEW! nightexchange.com 


CALL 1-866-607-5282 NOW! 


)) At Home? 
NEW Collect Call Billing! 


lava IM ife* 
SANTA CRUZ | 831-706-4470 — Where singles click 


VIEW ADS ONLINE SFBG.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


>adult phone 
dating 


Chat, Meet and Flirt 
Call 415-430-1000 

Try FREE! Use code 3797 

Or call 800-210-1010 


Explore your Wildest Fantasies 
Call 415-402-1000 

Enter FREE code: 3804 
RedHotDateline.com _ 


Tango Between the 
Sheets 


Try FREE! Use code 6105 
Call 415-430-0404 
TangoPersonals.com 


>adult phone 
(sex) 


Me Love You Long Time! 
Live 1 on 1 Asian Phone Sex! 

CALL 888-900-6478 
WWW.CHINATOWNGIRLZ.COM 


MEET SEXY LOCALS ON 
QUEST! 

Live local ladies and men connecting right 
now. Call to hook up! Try it FREE! (415) 
S294 15k 


Make Your | 
Connection 


FREE TRIAL 


use code 6326 


415.430.3000 


other local #'s 1.800.691.1000 


Vibeline.com call 1.900.505.8877 $1.49/min. 
or text CHAT to 55855 $4.99/10 min. 18+ 


TRY FOR FREE! 
CODE 8131 


Berkeley 510.859.1010 
San Jose 408.257.1515 
Concord 925.687.6655 


San Mateo 650.532.3232 


1-800-994-6665 
HOUT: 


Talk to the woman 


1-800 


www.lipservicephonesex.com 


$35 / 25 minutes * MC-Visa-Amex-Disc 


CONNECTIONS 


WITH HOT 
LOCAL GIRLS! 


1-888 
395-SEXY. 


CHATLINE™ 


Singles in your area 1.800. 210. 1010 


1.900.505.6789 99¢/Min. 18+ ¢ livelinks.com 


: MUSCLE MASSAGE 510, 190, hairy, 


_ >gay sensual 


massage 


: Dark Hair, Hairy Guy 


: Erotic relaxing full body massage done in 


the nude by a handsome, hairy chested 
30yo. Outcalls only, late night OK. Straight/ 


‘ Bi welcome. (510) 912-8812. 


INCREDIBLE JOURNEY 
IN-TOUCH 


Tantric Massage for men by a skilled, 
worked out CMT: Tablework with oil 
(415) 203-7027. 


Nude Massage 


: Downtown SF by in-shape mature man. 
| 24hrs. Adam 415-398-2441 


' »>man to man 


- Bi - Black 


& Masculine 


+ First Timers Welcome. Very discreet, friendly, 
+ clean and well-endowed! |n/Out calls. 


Cedric, (510) 776-5945 
Bi-Curious? 


! Masculine BEAR provides discreet 
Service Out/In (415) 820-1556 Appt_ 


' Fireside Massage 


Unique, unhurried Swedish massage for 


* men, 12 yrs. exp. 4-hand massage avail. 


Pacific Heights. Johnny (415) 505-< 3060. 


HOT WHITE BOY - Horny 25y/0, 57”, 
135Ibs., smooth bottom. In/Out Calls -Jason 
(415) 571-7578. 


muscular give complete erotic massage. 
Incall/Outcall 24/7, Nick (415) 934-9325 
Cell (415) 310-6624. 


Sensuous Experience 


: _ A full body Swedish massage to celebrate 


touch, healing and sensuality. In/Outcall. 


: Jack (415) 447-2700. 


www.IntouchMagic.com 


ASIAN MUSCLE 


Experience ecstasy in the hands of a certified 
professional fitness and personal trainer. 


COTE - 1 YRS EXP: SF VOUT CALLS 
RICK: 415-561-0170 


Downtown létation 


(415) 722-2555 


_» gay adult phone 


- Curious Local Bi-Guys! 


‘Call 415-402-1010. 


FREE w/code 2182 


* or 800-777-8000 


415,430. 0404 


Other Cities: 1.800.300.0300 
FREE TRIAL axav 


other local #'s 
1.800.691.1000 


HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 


A- -800-994-2625, 


Hear Jane Talk About Dick! 


di Dick likes it when Jane talks about him. His 
color deepens; he swells with pride. She 
says the nicest things and he just wants her 
to keep talking unti! he bursts. Call Dick! 


CALL INTIMATE CONNECTIONS! ~ 


900-505-2223 


From 69C min. Must be 18 years of age or older 
1-800-X-HOT-SEX 


New Fetish Line: 


Call now. Guys are waiting... 


1-800-PROMALE 


1-800-776-6253 


$1.99/min. 18+ Discreetly billed to your Visa/MC 


1-900-825-4500 


$1.49/min. 18+ Discreetly billed to your phone 
$2.00 connect fee 
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stomer service (888) 283-233) 
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ax 


TIGR 


sensual massage 


» sensual massage 


#1 Sensual Massage 


; Enjoy a erotic massage by a very sexy lady! 


36B, 28, 36. 5'4” 120 Ibs. Mid-thrities, Blue 
eyes. In/out call Stacie (415) 632-9271 


A MOMENT TO REMEMBER 
Discover a place of serenity and sensuality 
in the hands of a lovely, attentive, skilled 
and mature CMT. Near Downtown S.F. No 
full service. Discount available with one day 
notice. Barbara (415) 776-5433 ells 


Asian Beauties 

Treat yourself to a relaxing and sensual 
massage by one of our lovely Asian mas- 
seuses. Incall SF (415) 668-7027. 


Carmen Relaxation 

Chinese Beauty. 4016 Geary Blvd. Suite A, 

2nd FI. Between 4th & 5th Ave. Can make 
gappointment 11am-10pm (415) 317-4682 _ 


GFE Sweetheart 


Marin Incall/ SF Hotel Outcall. (415) 
331-6775. 


Light Fingertip 

Professional European massage, expert 
light fingertip, erotic. Outcall to home, hotel. 
Bay Area. Chelle (415) 806-0382 _____ 


Loving EVERY Body 


ls what | do with skill and knowledge 


My sessions offer erotic touch, counseling 
and programs for your Sexual health. 


Carmen, Clinical Sexologist 
(415) 613-2964 sacredcarmen.com 


. 

-Lovings.com 
The Ultimate FREE Guide to SF Bay Escorts 
and Massage, including the most Asian 
massage parlor ads on-line in the Bay. To 
advertise call (415) 386-7697. 
www.lovings.com 


Sensual Sense 
You deserve to feel good 
Exquisite touch & care 
Sensuality educator & CMT 


Good Directions to & from me 
June - (510) 451-3773 


SWEDISH MASSAGE 


Quiet gay friendly atmosphere, Swedish 
Style Massage. Anthony 650-813-1334. _ 


MASSAGE 
INCALL 
OUTCALL: HOTEL ONLY 


*82 (415) 933-4271 


e 
QOVQQOPPQYOPPY?? 


Always Unrushed 


415-678 -0665 sF incall 


oo (415) 576-1888 
Downtown Financial District 
260 Kearny Street 2nd Floor 

(Cross street : Bush) 


"VEW GIRLS 
Holiday Specials 


4136 Redwood 
Hwy #11, 

San Rafael 
415-479-0129 


4140 Redwood 
Hwy #9, 

San Rafael 
415-479-7588 


* Clean Private 

Rooms and Jacuzzi’s 

e Always a 

Relaxing Massage 

¢ Many Beautiful, 

Exotic Asians to 

choose from! 

Ail credit cards 

accepted 

519 Bush St. oe a 
415-989-0210 Parking next door $2/hr, 


* Professional 
Masseuses 


© Body Wash with 
beautiful girl 


866 Sutter St. San Francisco 
Between Leavenworth & Jones 


VIP MASSAGE 
$10 off with ad 


(415) 563-6846 


New Service: Incall / Outeall 
OPEN AN 
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; Oriental Massage & Body Scrub : 
© 1719 Sth Ave San Rafael 


%0000000000000000000000000 


415-929-68. 
710 POST ST. (at JONES) 


Ocean Acupressure 


Deep Tissue, 
Acupressure & 
Massage Therapy 


$40 massage 


with this ad! 


415-239-8928 
1959 Ocean Ave. - SF 


Deen Tissue, Body Shampoo, Sauna 
« Experienced Thai Masseuses 

+ Non-Rush, Clean, Phivate 

- gpEcIAL $10 OFF WITH AD 


805 D STREET, SAN RAFAEL 


(915) 453-2245 


FREE PARKING BEHIND BUILDING 
OPEN 7 DAYS, 9AM -1IPM 


asSsaGge 


(cross H St.) 3 
415-482-7700 


9am-1lpm 
Open 7 Days Per Week 


Private Rooms * Body Shampoo 
Open every day 10 AM- 11 PM 


266 Sutter St., 5th Floor 
Downtown SF 


(415) 788-7288 


Orchid Spa 


Asian 
Massage 
with Jaccuzi 


2232 Ath Street, 


San Rafael 


(415) 458-1664 


2 New Management. 2 


Asian Therapeutic Massage 


Eliminate Work 
Related Stress 
and Injury 


Re-build 
Balance! 


Promote 
Relaxation 


415.751.2000 


open 10:00 am - 10:00 pm 


GRAND PACIFIC 
MASSAGE 


NEW MANAGEMENT 


SwepisH Deep TISSUE 
ATTRACTIVE MASSEUSES 


EXPERIENCE 
TRUE RELAXATION 
Steam Room, 

Body Shampoo, & Shower 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 10 AM-10 PM 
(707) 644-6777 


841 Georgia St. Vallejo 


Private Rooms - 
{open 1fam-10pm). 
Relaxation 
Oriental massage : Feel so 
Sa good 
1929 Ocean Avenue, SF 


(415) 239-2080 


_ www.bronze-beauty.net 


H & B Grand Opening 


¢ Massage-Deep Tissue 

¢ Reduce Stress 

* Relaxation Steam 

¢ Clean & New 
Environment 

Open: 10 am-10 pm = $45/hr 


4115B Judah St.@ 46th Ave., SF 
Tel. 415-681-9809 


TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


GRAND OPENING 


che 


Relaxation With — 
Beautiful 
Asian Girls 


Good Service 
Nice Room 
Good Choice 


415-456-6936 
807 #A 4TH ST. | SAN RAFAEL 


OCEAN SPA 


MASSAGE 


Asian Masseuse! 10am-10pm 
1113 2nd St., San Rafael, CA 
415-457-7666 


MAGICAL HEALTH CENTER) 


Open 7 days a week 11am-11pm 
We offer any style massage 
$5.00 discount for V.I.P. room 
325 Kearny St, 2nd Floor (@Bush) 
415-788-2299 


70 Mission Stneet 
: . And Floon 
_ Between l6th & 7th 


Attractive Masseuses & Hot Tubs 
Come for the best in relaxation. 
WWam-Yam + 93] Kearny * 415-399-9902 
fill credit cards accepted 


2 Grand 5 ead 


Rose Massage 
SF 115-157-1001 


Relaxing Deep Tissue, Ac pre 


4-hands, & Foot Massage 


Open 7 days, 10am-10pm 
1006 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael 


» pretty Japanese 


# 


Dalite Spa 


Best in Relaxation, 
with aromatherapy 


Relaxation with 


Masseuse 


* Deep Tissue 
* Body Shampoo 
& Table 

Shower 

available 
925 Lootens Pl. 
San Rafael 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


VIEW ADS ONLINE SFBG.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


>» escorts 


ey 
EXOTIC BOMBSHELL 

Ready 2 make you explode. Cum and have 

a banging encounter with me. Megan *82 
(510) 372-3918 


> fetish & fantasy 
Chubby Chasers 


I'm perfect for the man that desires BIG 
Boobs and a BIG Butt. 40DD-Blonde. 
Call me if you like it on the edge! (866) 
665-5368. 


2 
Mistress Inga 

Pleasures on the edge. Are you ready to 
relinquish control? All fetishes including 
BDS&M. Serious calls only. Blonde hair. Call 
(650) 583-3952 


GINGER 


Incall 24/7 


SFBG 


* SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


*82-415-424-016: 


INTERRACIAL-KINK: 
A Swing Party 
Fri. W/L: 

.No Panties Night 
Sat. 1/12: 

Hot Orqu Night 
Couples & Select Singles 
{510}388-5108 


Interracial-Kink.oro 


Now ttiing/ 1-800-825-3180 


set lucky 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


GUARDIAN 


escorts 


Extremely Beautiful Asian 
M die 


PROFESSION MASSAGE 
San Mateo/SF 
Outcall 24 Hours 


650-271-4428 
415-905-8842 


DEADLINE FOR 
ALL ADULT 
ADVERTISING 


3:00 PM MONDAY 
GUARDIAN 


= 


CITYVIBE 


The nation's leading on-line adult directory 
Escorts, Escort Reviews, Adult Performers, Exotic Dancers, 
incall & Outcall Entertainers, Erotic Services, and More! 


= | 3 


To Advertise Gall 800.573.8423 


SFBG.COM/ADULT 85 
2 


escorts 


> ee wanted 


$200$800 per day. 


« Women! Nude photo, videos. All races, sizes, 


especially young, mature & large women. 
Ages 18-60. (415) 267-6185. 


Attention Escorts 
Call Cityvibe.com at 877-833-8423 and weill 
give you a free membership to our online 
service that upscale outcall clientele use 
while staying in San Francisco. 


SENSUAL MASSAGE * 


Ladies 18+, NO SEX, will train, for male & 
female clientele. 415-310-9029 


Shiny Boots of Leather 
Mistresses/ Female subs needed on the 
Peninsula. Good money, NO SEX, will train. 
(650) 465-0700. _ 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


: GUARDIAN 


review 
www.theEroticReview.com 


TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


> transsexual 


Marielle 


SEX CHANGE 


SUPER CLEAN 
POST OP TS 
WANTS TO MEET YOU 


(415) 678- 8228 


call at 4 
Greal Location! 
510-841-4935 wey 4 


eeesccccccece eeecccccesssccs 


TS "RUBY" MARIAH ers) 


FELIX 


i : PORN THE 
& Beautyful : } BEST 
Chick w/: LOCATION 
Secrets in: In THE 
Her Thong: EAST 
: BAY! 


27,yo,5'7,: 
364,150Ibs, : 
8 inches: 


in /OUTCALL 
TRAVEL 


PRRHIN 
AVAILABLE! 


(510) 881-2605] | 


www.MariahFelix.com 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


: GUARDIAN: 


Everything you'll need - all in one package. 


sitereviews  discussionboards live chat video chat 


escort reviews 


service guides 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


Careers 


TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 


Call (415) 255-7600 | Online at www.sfbg. Raa aeawelie | Email classifieds@sfbe. com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
Office hours are 9:30 - 5: 30pm, Mondays Friday 


> career services 


Sexual Harassment at Work? & 


Quit? Fired? 

Call Attorney Timothy J. Kodani for a Free 
Consultation 415-951-4640. In practice 
since 1985. 


> general 


CaN pou 


ACTIVISM Work With 
ENVIRONMENT CALIFORNIA 


Join the largest statewide 
environmental group in a campaign 
to win strong policies protecting 
our coasts and oceans and 
preventing future oil spills. 


Make a difference and work 
with great people! 


FT/PT/Career opportunities 
and benefits! 


www.jobsthatmatter.org 


Call Ben, get started now! 
(415) 622-0064 


DATA ENTRY WORKERS 
NEEDED 


Make $334 Daily! Data entry positions 
available now! Internet access needed. 
Income is guaranteed! No experience 
required. Apply today. www.dataformoney. 
com 


ACTIVISM 
Peace Action West 


Put our Country Back on Track 

Work for Peace! (510) 849 2272. For F/T 
$280-$450/wk call (ext 306) or P/T $8- 
$20/hr (ext 605). 
www.peaceactionwest.org 


ATTN: DRIVERS. Paid Orientation and 
Bonus, 36-43cpm ($1000+ wkly) Excellent 
Benefits. Class A and 3 months OTR 
required. 1-800-635-8669. (Cal-SCAN) 
DRIVER - CDL Training: $0 down, financing 
by Central Refrigerated. Drive for Central, 
earn up to $40k+ 1st year! 1-800-587- 
0029 x4779. www.CentralDrivingJobs.net 
(CaLSCAN) i a eee 
DRIVER: Don't Just Start Your Career, 
Start It Right! Company Sponsored CDL 
training in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have 
CDL? Tuition Reimbursement! www.Join- 
CRST.com 1-800-781-2778. (Cal-SCAN) 
DRIVERS - Regional Runs! Van & Flatbed. 
Ask about qualifying for 5 raises in a year! 
No exp? CDL Training available. Tultion 
reimbursement. 877-232-2386 www. 
SwiftTruckingJobs.com (Cal-SCAN) 


OUTDOOR YOUTH COUNSELOR. Make 
more than a living. Make a difference. 
Immediate job opportunities at Eckerd out- 
door therapeutic programs in NC, TN, GA, 
FL, VT, NH and RI. Year-round residential 
position, free room & board, competitive 
salary/benefits. Info and apply online: 
http://www.eckerdyouth.org. Or fax 
resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-442- 
5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN) _ soak 
COOL TRAVEL JOB!! One Month paid Tre Train- 
ing! $500 Sign on Bonus Must be free 

to travel & Start Today. 1-800-735-7409. 
(AAN CAN) ———— = 
WRITERS WANTED The Academy for 
Alternative Journalism, established by 
papers like this one to promote diversity 
in the alternative press, seeks talented 
journalists and students (college seniors 
and up) for a paid summer writing program 
at Northwestern University's Medill School 
of Journalism. The eight-week program 
(June 22 - August 17, 2008) aims to 
recruit talented candidates from diverse 
backgrounds and train them in alt-weekly 
style feature writing. Ten participants will 
be chosen and paid $3,000 plus housing 
and travel allowances. For information and 
an application visit http://aaj.aan.org. 

You may also email us at altacademy@ 
northwestern.edu. Applications must be 
postmarked by February 8, 2008. North- 
western University is an equal 

opportunity educator and employer (AAN CAN) 
Movie Extras, Actors, Models! Make $100- 
$300/day. No Experience Required, Meet 
celebrities, Full Time/Part Time, All looks 
needed! Call Now! 1-800-556-6103. exten- 
sion 528 (AAN CAN) 


BARTENDERS NEEDED: Looking for part/ 
full time bartenders. Several positions 
available. No experience required. With 
hourly wages and tips make up to $300 
per shift. Call (800) 806-0082 ext. 200. 
(AAN CAN) 


BEAUTY 
Aesthetician Needed! 


New Innovative Salon looking for an 
aesthetician with at least one year of 
experience. Must be California licensed 
and exude a happy personality, pampering 
qualities and a willingness to learn and 
grow within your field as well as with our 
company. We use all natural products and 
are an environmentally conscious salon. 
We offer benefits, education and free in 
salon services. If you want to be a part 
of our growing team, please send your 
resume. We look forward to hearing from 
you. Have a beautiful day! 

Call 415-777-1980 or visit www.moxisa- 
lonspa.com. L8cated at 1980 Union St. 
in SF. 


DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS NEEDED! 

Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly Working 
from Home! Guaranteed Paychecks! No 
Experience Necessary! Positions Available 
Today! Register Online Now! http://www. 
BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN) 


FIREFIGHTER & EMT. Paid OJTraining. . 
Physically fit and under age 34, Min H.S. 
Grads. Relocate. Benefits. Call 1-800- 
345-6289. (Cal-SCAN) 


GOVERNMENT JOBS Earn $12 to $48 Per 
Hour. Benefits, Paid Training, Homeland 
Security, Law Enforcement, Administra- 
tive, Clerical, Office, Accounting, Finance, 
Wildlife, More! 1-800-320-9353 x 2001. 
(AAN CAN) 


POST OFFICE JOBS AVAILABLE. Avg. Pay 
$20/Hour or $57K annually including 
Federal Benefits and OT. Paid Training, 
Vacations, PT/FT. 1-866-616-7019 USWA 
(AAN CAN) 


AWESOME FIRST JOB!! Now hiring moti- 

vated sharp individuals to work ’and travel 
entire USA. Paid training. Transportation, 
lodging furnished. Call today, Start today. 
1-877-646-5050. (Cal-S' ) 


HOME REFUND JOBS! Ear $3; 500- $5, 000. 
Weekly Processing Company Refunds 
Online! Guaranteed Paychecks! No 
Experience Needed! Positions Available 
Today! Register Online Now! http://www. 
RebateWork.com (AAN CAN) 


MYSTERY SHOPPERS - Get paid to shop! 
Retail/Dining establishments need 
undercover clients to judge quality/cus- 
tomer service. Earn up to $70 a day. Call 
800-901-9370 (AAN CAN) 


HELP WANTED Earn Extra income as- 
sembling CD cases from Home. Start 
Immediately. No Experience Necessary. 
1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://www. 
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN) 

MAKE $150/HOUR Get Paid Cash for Your 
Opinion! Earn $5 to $75 to fill our simple 
surveys online. Start NOW! http://www. 
AAN CAN) _ 


> business 
opportunities 


Dreading Monday? 

Work from home. Executive level income. 
No commute, no boss, total freedom. Call 
now. 800-417-6360 ext. 5301 
nifiedwealthsolutions.com _ 


New unique adult entertainment enter- 
prise in SF. Seeking investors for equity in 
exchange. Call John 415-859-7050, 


Financial Freedom 


Potential to make your annual income your 
erty income. Training, no experience 


S06: 42-4091 two min. message. 
Don't believe it? Don't call 
Freedomideserve.com 


ALL CASH CANDY Route. “Be Your 
Own Boss”. 30 Machines and Candy 
for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 880 Grand 
Blvd., Deer Park, NY. 1-888-625-2405. 
(Cal-SCAN) 


AMERICA'S FAVORITE COFFEE Dist. Guar- 
anteed accounts. Multi Billion $ Industry. 
Unlimited profit potential. Free informa- 

tion 24/7. 1-800-729-4212. (Cal-SCAN) 


Ps 
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Show your support. 
Help us spread the word 
for DVT Awareness. 


Behind the scenes, Today's Host Meredith Vieira 
shows her support for DVT! 


DVT occurs when a blood clot forms in a deep 
vein, usually in the lower limbs. It affects up 
to two million Americans annually. If the clot 
breaks loose, it can travel to the lungs, causing 
a pulmonary embolism. Approximately 300,000 
people die each year from PE, the majority of 
which resulted from a DVT. 


The best way to reduce your risk of DVT is 

to talk to your doctor about the risk factors, 
especially if you have cancer or certain heart or 
respiratory diseases, or prolonged immobility. 


To learn more, visit www.preventdvt.org 


@) COALITION 
TO PREVENT 


US.ENO.07.02.072 


“Amoeba Music uses the Bay Guardian more than any 
other Bay Area publication! ..(They) have proven to 
be an integral part of our advertising and marketing 
strategy.” 


Kara Lane, Marketing Di 
AMOEBA MUSIC 


GUARDIAN carr 415.255.3100 


PERSONNEL AGENCY ~* 


Call Now (415) 546-4500 
IMMEDIATE STAFFING NEEDS 


Direct Hires - Temporaries - Temporaries to Hire 


ADMINISTRATIVE and EXECUTIVE ASSISTANTS 
MS Office, Outlook Access & Internet Skills, Customer Servic. 
To $22 HR 


EXPERIENCED LEGAL SECRETARY - LITIGATION - 5 YEARS EXP. 
MS Office, WordPerfect, College Degree To $30 HR 


RECEPTIONIST 
Word, Outlook $10 - $12 HR 


M/S OFFICE - OUTLOOK - ACCESS 
Customer Service - Phone & Accounting Skills - Always Needed! 


VISIT OUR NEW OFFICE LOCATION! 


116 NEW MONTGOMERY, STE. 916, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 
FAX 415-546-0926 * RESUMES@JACKSONPERSONNEL.COM 
VISIT US AT: WWW.JACKSONPERSONNEL.COM 
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forum 


TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 


Call (415) 255-7600 | Online at www.sfbg.com/classifieds | Email classifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday 


» adoption 


PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7 Abby's One True Gift Adoptions 866- 
413-6293 (AAN CAN) 


¥Tegal notices 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. A-0307743-00 The following 
person is doing business as SUNSET 
STUDIOS, 1366 18th Ave., San Francisco, 
CA 94122. Dan Esser, 1366 18th Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94122. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
12/7/07. Signed Dan Esser. This state 
ment was filed with the County Clerk of 
the City and County of San Francisco, CA 
by Maribel Jaldon on December 7, 2007 
December 19, 26, 2007, January 2, 9, 
2008. L#421201. 


MENT FILE NO. A-0307792-00 The fol- 
‘axing person is doing business as PAUL 
WERMER SUSTAINABILITY CONSULT- 
ING, 2309 California St., San Francisco, 
CA 94115. Paul Wermer, 2309 California 
St., San Francisco, CA 94115. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on 
the date December 3, 2007. Signed Paul 
Wermer. This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of the City and County of 
San Francisco, CA by Maribel Jaldon on 
Dec 10, 2007. December 19, 26, 2007, 
January 2, 9, 2008. L#421202. = 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0307889-00 The follow- 
ing person is doing business as UT HAGE 
TRUST, 563 Webster St. Suite F, San 
Francisco, CA 94117, Randall J. Sloan, 
563 Webster St. Suite F, San Francisco, 
CA 94117. This business is conducted by 
a business trust. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date November 1, 
2007. Signed Randall J. Sloan. This state- 
ment was filed with the County Clerk of 
the City and County of San Francisco, CA 
ie wiariedyne L. Argente on December 14, 
2007. December 19, 26, 2007, January 
2,9, 2008. L#421204. 


BAY 
GUARDIAN 


‘| Shane (A066326) 


doggy manners. 


residents) 


San Francisco, CA 94103 


“When you adopt ADULT DOGS from The San Francisco SPCA, you'll get 
all the awesome goodies that come with pets from The San Fran 
a free first medical exam from a local veterinarian, temporary identification 
tags, and a medical assistance plan. All this and an absolutely fabulous 
dog for $80 EACH (plus training class fee and $14 dog licensing fee for SF 


Tue San Francisco SPCA, 2500 16th Street, 


415-554-3000 www.sispca.org 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. A-0307890-00 The following per- 
son is doing business as FLYING CACTUS 
RECORDING STUDIO, 563 Webster St. 
Suite F, San Francisco, CA 94117. Randall 
J. Sloan, 563 Webster St. Suite F, San 
Francisco, CA 94117. This business is 
conducted by a business trust. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the 
date November 1, 2007. Signed Randall 

J, Sloan. This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA by Mariedyne L. Argente on 
December 14, 2007. December 19, 26, 
2007, January 2, 9, 2008. L#421205 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0307923-00 The 
following person is doing business as THE 
SHEFMAN LAW GROUP, 604 Mission 

St. 6th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94105. 
Lenore Rae Shefman,1068 Trent Ave., 
San Francisco, CA 94110. This business 
is conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
N/A. Signed Lenore Rae Shefman. This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk 
of the City and County of San Francisco, 
CA by Maribel Jaldon on December 18, 
2007. December 26, 2007, January 2, 
9,16.1#421302, 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0308194-00 The follow- 
ing person is doing business as KATHE’S 
JEWELS, 1109 De Haro St., San Fran 
cisco, CA 94107. Katherine L. Sprouse, 
1109 De Haro St., San Francisco, CA 
94107. This business is conducted by 

an individual, Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date N/A. Signed 
Katherine L. Sprouse. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA by Maribel 
Jaldon on January 2, 2008. January 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2008. L#421501. 
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Publish Your Legal Notice With 
The San Francisco Bay Guardian 


Publish your DBA/ Fictitious Business Name 
Statement, Notice of Application To Sell 
Alcoholic Beverages -or- Change of Name. The 
rate is 4 weeks for $100. Once your legal notice 
has been published, you are entitled to a 
$100 credit towards a business or personal 
advertisement in this newspaper 


Please submit 

1)A copy of your Filed Statement 

2)One of the following payment methods 
* Credit card information (card number, 
name as it appears on the card, and 
billing address) 
* Check for $100 made out to the 
San Francisco Bay Guardian 
* Cash. This payment method is only avail- 
able if you are coming into our office to 
submit your notice. 

3) Your phone number 

4) The address you would like the Proof of 
Publication to be mailed to. 


You may submit this information via mail, fax or by 
coming into our office, 

Fax: (415) 621-2016 # Address: 135 Mississippi St 
San Francisco, CA 94107. 


Please contact Lauren al (415) 487-2517 or 
Laureno@shhg.com with any questions. 

Please note: The San Francisco Bay Guardian is only 
legally authorized to publish legal notices that have 
been filed in San Francisco, *Rates for specific legal 


ads may vary based on size of ad GUARDIAN 


“Amoeba Music uses the 
Bay Guardian more than 
any other Bay Area publi- 
cation! ...(They) have 
proven to be an integral 
part of our advertising 


and marketing strategy.” 


- Kara Lane, Marketing 
Director 
AMOEBA MUSIC 


GUARDIAN cau 415.255:3100 


PET OF THE WEEK 


Shane is a 10-month old lab mix. He's a very strong, energetic young man, 
50 he needs an experienced adopter with an active lifestyle. If you like to 
hike or go on long runs, and would like to take a dog with you, Shane is the 
guy for you! He'd also like frequent trips to the beach or dog park, and he 
would love to attend reward-based training classes so that he can learn his 


SFBG 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN ONLINE 


RANT + RAVE 


Join the blogs. Post comments on all stories. Post free classifieds. 


IT'S YOUR GUARDIAN NOW 


DIAN TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


marketplace/homes 


TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 


Call (415) 255-7600 | Online at www.sfbg.com/classifieds | Email classifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday 


> automotive 


OUR READERS ARE 


COE. 


tO er | 


Over 147,000 Guardian Readers 


| 
| are planning to buy a car, suv, or 
| truck. Will they buy it from you? 


CALL US TODAY FOR OUR 
I) NEW ADVERTISER SPECIALS! 


| 
| 415-487-2515 > mike@sfbg.com 


AUTOS WANTED $1,000 Gift. Donate Car! 
IRS Deduction, Any Condition, Lost Title 
OK, help Kids. Espanol 1-888-548-4543. 


(Cal-SCAN) 


DONATE VEHICLE, running or not ac- 
cepted! Free Towing. Tax Deductible. No- 
ahs Arc - Support No Kill Shelters, Animal 
Rights, Research to Advance Veterinary 
Treatments/Cures 

1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN) - 
DONATE YOUR CAR: Children’s Canceg 
Fund! Help Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Vacation Pack- 
age. Fast, Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 
1-800-252-0615. (CalSCAN) 


> financial services 


**+*$700,-$800,000 FREE CASH 
GRANTS/PROGRAMS-2007!, Personal 
bills, School, Business/Housing. Approx. 
$49 billion unclaimed 2006! Almost 
Everyone Qualifies! Live Operators 1-800- 
592-0362 Ext. 235. (AAN CAN) 


$CASH$ Immediate Cash for Structured 
Settlements, Annuities, Law Suits, Inheri- 
tance, Mortgage Notes & Cash Flows. J.G. 
WENTWORTH #1. 1:800-7947310. (AAN CAN) 
CREDIT REPAIR! Erase bad credit legally 
Money back Warranty, FREEUConsultation 
& Information: 1-866-410-7676 http:// 
www.nationalcreditbuilders.com (AAN CAN) 


» misc. marketplace 


$8 PRESCRIPTION EYEGLASSES. Custom 
made to your prescription, stylish plastic 
or metal frame, Highindex, UV protection, 
antiscratch lens, case, lenscloth for only 
$8. Also available: Rimless, Titanium, 


Childrenis, Bifocals, Progressives, Sun- 
tints, ARcoating, etc. http://ZENNIOPTI- 
CAL.COM (AN CAN) 


Voice Mail $8.95 Per Month 
1st Month Free! Immediate Hook-Up Free! 
Designed For Business or Personal Use. 
Your Own Private # Cell Notification Avail. 
800-309-8888 www.VoiceMallDepot.com _ 


> musician's 
wanted 


XONRX seeks drummers, bass players for 
metal project. 
youtube.com/XONRX. 510-467-7653. 


> rehearsal space 


Rocker Rehearsal 
60 New Studios! 24 Hour Lockout. Safe. 

Affordable. Onsite security. Two SF Loca- 
tions. (415) 518-3357 


> music services 


S = Tk | . 
Expand range, volume, breath. Beautiful 


singing the natural way. All styles-levels. 
Free session. Bruno Alving (415) 468-3264, 


> events 


WORLD GUITAR SHOW 


100's buy sell trade! San Rafael/ 
Marin Civic Jan 12*10-5, Jan 13*10-4, 
TXshows.com 


> Music equipment 
for sale 


Huge pile of old guitars, basses, & amps 
= fatdawg.com (510) 841-4106. 


> home services 


DEBORAH'S HOME REPAIRS 

Carpentry, electrical, plumbing, tile, paint- 

ing, consultation. Specializing in creative 

projects. 15 yrs (510) 520-2007. 


» trucking hauling 


~E—xpress 
Hauling 


 Apt., House, or Office ®Dollies 
© Careful & Dependable 


(415) 252-9462 
(415) 310-4857 


Please Call Both Numbers 


Televisions, Computers, 
TVs & Appliances 


DIRT CHEAP! - 


Carpet Removal, 
Padding, Nail Strips 


LOU HAULLER 
415.225.4637 


2 Men, 1 Clean Truck! Cheap, Fast, 
Reliable! 24hr. Bay Wide! We reuse and 
recycle. Call Louis C:(415) 902-3229. 


> real estate for sale 


STOP RENTING! Government and bank 
foreclosures! $0 to low down! No credit 
check ok, Call now! 1-800-454-8939. 
(AAN CAN) 
1ST TIME OFFERED - Washington. Old 
Farm Liquidation. River access & views. 
6ac. - $49,900. 15ac. old farm building 

- $89,900. Gorgeous land & setting. 
Limited available. EZ Terms. Call WALR 
1-866-836-9152. (Cal-SCAN) 


AFFORDABLE SF HOMES/CON- 
DOS 


Upper Market, 2 br, 1 1/2 ba, gar, vus, 
vus, move/in cond, $649k. 

Diamond Heights, 3 br, 2 1/2 ba, vus, 2 
gar, $899k. 

Sunset, SFR, 3 br, gar, yard, $699k 

Cole Valley, fixer upper, 2 units, $999k. 
Kiran Lal, Agt 415-279-5596, 731-5011 

x 153 & she 

BULK LAND SALE 40 acres - $39,900 
Moses Lake, Washington. Priced for quick 
sale. Beautiful land, interesting topog- 
taphy, good-views-& setting, abundant 
wildlife. Surveyed on maintained road. 
Financing available. Call WALR 1-866-585- 
5687. (CalLSCAN) a 
CLOSEOUT SALE 36 AC - $29,900. Price 
is drastically reduced by motivated seller. 
Beautiful setting with fresh mountain air. 
Abundant wildlife. Secluded with good ac- 
cess. Financing available. Eureka Springs 
Ranch is offered by AZLR. ADWR report 
avail. Call 1-877-301-5263. (Cal-SCAN) 
NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE! 140 acres was 
$149,900, Now Only $69,900. Amazing 
6000 ft. elevation. Incredible mountain 
views. Mature tree cover. Power & year 
round roads. Excellent financing. Priced for 
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-888-204- 
9760. (CalSCAN) 5 
RedWeek.com #1 TIMESHARE MARKET- 
PLACE. Rent, buy, sell, reviews, New 
full-service exchange! Compare prices at 
5000+ resorts. B4U do anything time- 
share, visit www.RedWeek.com, consider 
options. (Cal-SCAN) 3 

SO. COLORADO RANCH Sale 35 Acres- 
$39,900. Spectacular Rocky Mtn. Views 
Year round access, elec/ tele included. 
Excellent Financing available w/ low down 
payment. Call Red Creek Land Co. Today! 
1.866-696-5263 x3155. (Cal-SCAN) 
TIMESHARES! TIRED of FEES? Call www. 
BuyATimeshare.com to sell, rent or buy 

a timeshare. Get free info today and get 
cash at closing. Call Now! 1-877-868- 
1931. (Cal-SCAN) 


» rental housing 


$1300, Piedmont Ave., 2 br/1 ba, 
Semi-modern Apartment, avail Now. Deck, 
No pets allowed, Private Parking Space, 
call Carmen at 510-919-0195, more info 
at: metrorent.com/450518, SF and 
the East Bayis largest and best service 
for 20+ years, with instant email alerts, 
the best search tools, INTERIOR PHOTOS, 
Free and paid searches. Search nowl 
www.metrorent.com 


$1775 / 2 BDRM - Bayview: Partial bay 
view from kitchen. Original gas stove. 
Formal dining room with parquet floor. 
New paint. Breakfast room. Split bath. 
One tandem parking space in garage with 
remote. Check out photos and details at 
MetroRent.com/450597, SF and the 
East Bayis largest and best service for 
20+ years, with instant email alerts, the 
best search tools, INTERIOR PHOTOS. 
Free and paid searches. Search now! 
www.metrorent.com 


$2495, Bernal Heights, 2 br/1 ba, 
Craftsman House, avail Now. Porch, Pets 
Negotiable, Off-street parking, call laurie 
at 415-642-2880, more info at: metro- 
rent.com/450520, SF and the East Bayis 
largest and best service for 20+ years, 
with instant email alerts, the best search 
tools, INTERIOR PHOTOS. Free and paid 
searches. Search now! 
www.metrorent.com 


> rental services 


ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. Browse 
hundreds of online listings with photos 
and maps. Find your roommate with a 
click of the mouse! Visit: www.Room- 
mates.com. (AAN CAN) 


» shared housing 


$1175 / 3 BDRM - Lower Haight: Come 
share this flat in a newly remodeled 1890 
building with a large and sunny yard. 
Located on Waller Street just steps from 
Duboce Park, this is a great location for 
cafes, restaurants, transportation, parks, 
and shopping. Me: easy to get along with, 
quiet, and neat. | am out of town every 
other weekend, and my girlfriend with her 
dog visit on alternate weekends. You: 
mature, non-smoker, non-partier, neat (but 
not a neat freak). Details at MetroRent 
com/450562, SF and the East Bayis 
largest and best service for 20+ years 
Two-way roommate matching, photos. Al- 
ways FREE to search, FREE to list a room! 
Search or list now! www.metrorent.com 
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for the best | 
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shows + films 
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destinations 


TilS 


e 
Highest International Standards 


Travel Smart with H.I.S. 


TOKYO from $380.00 

LONDON from $498.00 

HONG KONG from $511.00 

SHANGHAI from $504.00 
_ BANGKOK from $510.00 
* SINGAPORE from $464.00 

BUSINESS CLASS TO 

TOKYO from $2,692.00 


*All prices are subject to change without notice and do not include tax. 
Please ask our agents for other restrictions. 


1-800-573-6447 


CSTL#2017288-4 


870 Market St., Ste. 746, SF 94102 
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We are...Numero Uno to Latin America! 

Now celebrating our 10th anniversary 

STUDENT FARES AVAILABLE! 


SOUTH AMERICA CENTRAL AMERICA 


COSTA RICA 
GUATEMALA 
HONDURAS 
NICARAGUA 


GUAYAQUIL /QUITO 
LA PAZ, BOLIVIA 
LIMA, PERU 

MONTEVIDEO GUADALAJARA 


MEXICO CITY 


= ; AMERICAS TRAVEL 
Numero Una ta Latin America! 


www.americastravel.net 
CST-2064111-40 


Current Roundtrip fares 
subject to change. Tax 
and fuel charge is extra, 


415-703-9955 


348 HAYES ST, S.F. 


OLE? TRAVEL 


CST#1006495-40 


415-467-6000 
800-559-5192 


WWW.HOLIDAYADVTRAVEL.COM 
VEO) 559-8AB - (HE) IE5C-290O0 


SHANGHAI/BEUING 
SAIGON/HANOI... 


KATHMANDU. 


Fares are Round Trip and some restri 
500 SUTTER STREET, SUITE 


Eiooe 
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Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 
pce hours 2 are 8:30 - 5: BOF: Monday: Friday 


“Hair Models Needed! For color anc cut 
@ The Red Chair Salon 415-346-3939 or 


z eauty/sk sicincare 


www.theredchairsalon.com. 


©, 
eS Dogri te Seeruited 
“90% OFF" . { ue ES 
Thru March 08 MASTER TOUCH 


= COMPLETE NAIL CARE It’s never too late to get rid of your built-up 


stress from your busy life! Treat yourself 


We sanitize b/4 and after each client 


LOVE NAILS 


4170 Piedmont Ave A&B 
Oakland, CA 94611 « 510-596-8997 


to a professional massage by a CMT/ ACE 
Personal Trainer & Physical Therapist with 
17 yrs. exp. Strong, Confident, Supporting, 
Nurturing and Healing Touch! In/Out SF 
-Master (415) 673-3662 or 


WWW.SF.THATMALL.COM/MASTER. 
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: Relaxing & Rejuvenating 
Oriental Massage 


Magic touch oriental deep tissue bodywork 
by Asian female CMT, Call Julia In/Outcall, 


CALL ME AT 415-309-7514 or 510-387-6639. 


Holistic Health 
& Qigong Center 


¢ Therapeutic or Relaxing 
Thai Style Massage 


e Body & Foot Massage 
e Pain Relief * Deep Tissue 
¢ Physical Therapy 
¢ Facial Therapy 


2348 Taravel St : 311 12th Ave 
415-753-8688: 415-283-9853 
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ARGENTINA. 
CHILE. 


ARGENTINA 
RIO-CARNAVAL 200! 


Web Guide to 
Bay Area Massage 


SF Bay Area Therapeutic Massage, Tantric 
Resources, Spas and more. FREE Listings 


for CMTs. www.cmtmassage.com. _ 


> holistic bodywork 


Eliminate Work Stress 

With Asian THERAPEUTIC Massage at the 
Jureiohi Center of Healing located at 3412 
Balboa St. @ 35th Ave. We help re-build bal- 


ance if your life. Open 10 am - 10 pm, Call 


415-751-2000. 


$299 SAN SALVADOR $259 
. $579 PUERTO VALLARTA .... $189 
- $289 PUERTO RICO...... 

$289 LONDON...... 


BOOK NOW FOR HOLIDAY AND 
LAST MINUTE SPECIALS 
sales@holidayadvtravel.com 


PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 

ANY TOUR PACKAGES TO 
NEPAL, CHINA AND ANY OTHER 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 


DISCOUNTED BUSINESS 
CLASS AIR FARES TO EUROPE 
AND ASIA 


S apply. pie way & bus|nees class ric are also available. 
SAN FRANC 
CISCO, CA 9 


4102 _ CST #2021447-40 


[SEVEN SEAS MASSAGE 


The African Alternative For: 
* Spiritual Healing 
& Enrichment 
* Deep Tissue/ 
Reflexology 
* Therapeutic 
Pelvic Massage/ 
Groin Injury 
* Maintaining Erection 
* Prostate Healing 
* Sexological Bodywork] 
* Aroma Therapy 
* Facial Massage 


Call Krista Sampson at 


(415) 368-9795 


sampsonkrista@yahoo.com IZ > | 
> medical 


DO YOU HAVE BAD BREATH? We can help. 
Send for our FREE GUIDE to revolutionary 
new treatment. THERABREATH OFFER-C1750 
N Highland Hollywood CA 90038 
http://WWW.STOPHALITOSIS.COM 

(AAN CAN) 


SHO 
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SEND 
POLITICAL 


ART 


SUBMISSIONS 
IN -JPG FORMAT 
To OPART@SFB6-COM 
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sibg.com 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT FDA Approved med: 
cal vacuum pumps, Viagra, Testosterone 
Cialis. Gain 17 - 37 permanently. Free 
Brochures. 619-294-7777 24/7, http://www 
GetBiggerToday.com (AAN CAN) 


> religion/ 
spirituality 


2008 Resource: 


A Guide to Jewish Life in the 
Bay Area is coming! 

Call to order your copy at (415) 777-4545. 
Jewish Community Information & Refer 
ralOeverything you want to know and more! 


> tattoo 


JC TATTOO 
415-504-5559 

TATTOOS & BODY PIERCING 
4374 MISSION ST/THERESA 


connections 


>women seeking 
men 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU 

SBF, 38, 5'1", 210|bs, HIV+, employed, 
outgoing, ehjoys casinos, cooking, and just 
having fun, looking for sexy similar SM, 
understanding and sincere to get to know, 
share friendship and maybe something 
more, #247312 

ATTRACTIVE ACTRESS... 

in East Bay seeks gentleman, 50-65, for 
good times. | like walking on the beach, in 
the hills and in the mountains, movies and 
music. How about you, #179537 
LOVE TO DANCE? 


SF, 50, outgoing, friendly, loves smiling, ~» 


home life, family, music, likes reality shows, 
home improvement, vacationing, casual 
dining in, fine dining out and snuggling, ISO 
good-hearted Christian man, who is kind, 
humorous and a handy man type. Possible 
LTR? 7226907 


~ ONCE SPECIAL MAN 
SWF, 58, kind, attractive enjoys playing the 
piano, sightseeing, cruises and traveling, 
life and people. Seeking SWM, 48-65, 
to share interests and companionship. 
208457 


LEAVES ARE FALLING 

Attractive, slim, funtoving, mid-60s, N/S, 
likes children, animals, movies, dinners, 
music, gardening, mountains, beaches. 
Seeking kind, trusting SWCM, 51-69, for 
companionship, LTR. 547885 


COMPANIONSHIP WANTED 
Latin-American lady, 60s, petite, slim, 
nicetooking, brown/brown, caring, col- 
lege-educated, independent, US citizen. 
Loves museums, historical sights, travel, 
and delightful conversations. Seeking Irish- 
descendant, Catholic gentleman, 70+, to 
share life with. 861416 


DOMINANT ATTITUDE 

FulHigured black lady with huge butt, 
seeks hungry, submissive W/AM, 25-70, 
for female worship, mutually beneficial 
arrangement, fantasy fulfillment, adult toy 
play, 851838 


SCORPIO 

SWF, 56, swedish decent, enjoys billiards, 
water skiing and Harley's, seeking a SM, 
30-65, furtoving, honest, sincere, give me 
a call. 247003 


CURVY, ACTIVE, MATURE LADY 
Attractive, educated German-American 
lady, 57”, long blonde hair, blue-green eyes, 
with grown children, seeking respectful, 
respectable SM, 40-60, preferably Middle 
Eastern, Jewish, or East Indian. South Bay 
area preferred. &965249 

SWEET AND SINGLE 

Female, 60, 5'5", blonde/blue, N/S, 
dynamic, energetic, enjoys archeology, 
anthropology, music, art, museums, nature, 
the outdoors, hiking. Seeking man for 
friendship, maybe more. 434857 
SMART CLASSY LADY 

SWF, tall, slender, active, enjoys swimming, 
bicycling, mysteries, hiking, cooking, barbe- 
cuing, symphony. Seeking welkmannered, 
fit, caring, educated, Unique S/DWM, 50- 
60, 5'11"+, N/S, N/D, N/Drugs, with similar 
interests, for friendship, companionship. 
660214 


FRIENDS FIRST 

SWF, 5'4”, 140lbs, enjoys pets, home, mov- 
les, and dining out. Seeking nice, humor- 
ous, down-to-earth SM, 50-69, for friends 
first, coffee and conversation, possible LTR. 
Hayward, 943818 


LETS SEE WHERE THE ROAD 
LEADS 


Easygoing SWF, 65, cute, perky, active, 
homeowner, enjoys dining out, sports, 
movies, music, boating, etc. Seeking hon- 
est gentleman, 60-69, with integrity, N/S, 
with similar interests for companionship. 
916677 


ATTRACTIVE SHF 

Petite female, financially secure, enjoys 
music, dancing, walks, art and good 
conversation. Seeking well-groomed A/WM, 
55-63, N/S. Prefers San Francisco area. 
651494 


SEEKS FUN & FRIENDSHIP 

SF, 47, friendly, feminine, sophisticated, 
personable, bright and artistic, passion 

for camping, dining, beach walks, quiet 
times home, biking and more. Seeking 
like-minded SM, 30-39, for friendship, fun 
times, and possible LTR. 248376 

| KNOW YOU’RE OUT THERE 
Energetic, happy hard-working SF, 55, loves 
sports, news, weekend getaways, healthy 
foods, more. Wishing to meet an energetic, 
happy, lively Scorpio male, who wants to 
enjoy life. 226320 

INTEGRITY 

SF, 50s, educated by trade, intelligent, 

kind and eclectic, loves music, tv(house, 
Smallville) weekend getaways, long road 
trips, cozy times home. Seeking kind, giving 
man who's sensitive and open, to share 
possible LTR. 226902 

LIVE, LOVE, LAUGH 

SF, 40s, nurse, open-minded and 
compassionate, funny, big-hearted and 
adventurous, loves singing, travel(local/in- 
temational) laughter, game shows, home 
improvement, weekend getaways, and 
love. Seeking attractive, affectionate DSM, 
35-58 for possible LTR. 226910 
FRIENDS AND FLOWERS 

SWF, 55, RN, sincere, funtoving and enthu- 
siastic, loves reading, American Idol, news, 
road trips, vacationing,, weekend getaways, 
healthy eating. ISO communicative, loving 
man with passion for dancing, to share 
possible LTR. #226912 

SHARE SOME LAUGHTER 
Retired, lighthearted SWF, 60, merry, fun, 
unpredictable, Audrey Hepburn looks, 

with interest in magic, travel, oldies music, 
tv(Desperate Housewives) fine dining, nice 
company. Wishing to meet similar, open- 
minded gentleman, 55-62 for friendship 
that could lead to possible LTR. #226922 


> men seeking 
women 


SEEKING STAR LADY 
Tall, successful SWPM, 47, Scorpio, college 
Brad, good sense of humor, affectionate, 
seeks sweet, smart, attractive A/WF, 35-50, 
for romance and LTR. #230241 
SEEKING BUSY GRANDMA 

SWM, 41, 6’, 210!bs, average, in search 

of older woman, who's active, to have fun 
with, go to the movies or grab some dinner. 
Call me! 162303 

WAITING FOR YOU 

SBM, 31, 5'8”, 170!bs, dark complexion, 
looking for beautiful, caring sweet woman 

, who's down-to-earth and knows how to 
enjoy all life offers. #246691 

WORTH THE CALL 

Outgoing, active Italian SM, 46, enjoys cy- 
cling, Italian food, working on cars, meeting 
new people, and good times. Looking for 
open-minded Sf, to share talks, friendhsip, 
fun and new adventures. 247150 

SWB SEEKS SWF 

SBM, 59, 5'9”, 200lbs, loves jazz, R&B, 
the outdoors. Seeking tall SWF, 45-60, for 
possible relationship. 248405 
SOMEONE TO CARE FOR 

SAM, 29, seeks SM, 29-40, N/S, with a 
good heart, to get to know. Friendship or 
more. 248451 

WHAT'S UP? 

SM, 22, 57”, shaved head, blue eyes, 
easygoing and fun, loves partying and just 
living life to the fullest. Seeking adventur- 
ous, outgoing, honest SF who knows how 
to have fun in life. #248829 
BEWITCHED, BOTHERED &.... 
bewildered. SWM, 60, 170lbs, 5'8", looking 
for soulmate to explore a possible future 
together, with love, respect and affection as 
the building blocks. 4247258 


HELLO OUT THERE 

SM, 50, 6', brown eyes, medium complex- 
ion, 190lbs, engineer by trade, nice and 
down-to-earth, outgoing and affectionate, 
loves park walks, beaches, movies, sports 
and more>Seeking 4 good woman with 
like interests to share all life has to offer. 
Friendship first. 248837 

GREAT TIMES AHEAD 

SM, 48, compassionate, bright, with mis- 
chievous streak, nurturing and loving, enjoys 
music, walks, the beach, museums, good 
food, reading, dancing and travel. ISO similar, 
sincere SF, 4655, for possible LTR. 220363 
SWEET QUALITY LADY 

SBM, 68, 5'11”, N/S, Capricorn, well 
educated, kind, open minded, gentleman, 
attractive, active, caring, friendly, humorous 
and honest, ISO nice looking, charming, 
intelligent lady, 50s/60s, Virgo, Gemini, for 
quality time and more. 462878 
DISTINGUISHED 

78-YEAR-OLD WM 

Handsome, 6’, 185lbs, N/S, N/Drugs, 

ISO very affectionate, trim female, all 
faces open, East Bay, for companionship. 
748620 3 

WHY WAIT TO CALL? 

SM, 55, outdoorsy, caring, friendly, honest 
adaptable and a little mischievous, loves 
dancing, travel, the beach, museums, 
reading(space travel, the paranormal) and 
more. Seeking understanding, compatible 
woman who enjoy the space for companion- 
ship, dating, and possible LTR. 248377 
WILD AT HEART 

Warm at heart man, looking for like-minded 
others to explore sensuality and sexuality. 
Friends with all the right privileges can 
make the world a better place. Let's try 
this. 246516 


>men seeking 
men 


CALL SOON! 
SBM, 5'10", 160Ibs, shaved head, hand- 
some, looking for a SM, 29-40, in shape, to 
spend time with, movies, dining out, good 
wine and more. &246967 

SOUND LIKE YOU? 

SBM, 31, 57”, 180!Ibs, brown complexion, 
black/dark brown, D/D-free, cool, fun, 
enjoys attending church, time with friends/ 
family. Seeking similar Christian man, 
18-40, for friendship, sharing fun and then 
who knows? 249224 

ORAL 

WM, 62, 5'9", 170Ibs, smoker, gives oral to 
mature and discreet men, including senior 
citizens. 778621 


HORNY GUY HAS A NEED... 

to suck a big one. I'l! do it your way. 
Make me your slave. All calls answered. 
753249 


NAKED FANTASIES? 

Strip search? Photography? Strip poker? 
Or you name it! WM, 45, slender body, 
straight-acting, looking for the same, under 
45, for safe role play fun. 891177 


NEW EXPERIENCES 

Straight SWM, 63, 165Ibs, N/S, seeks top 
for first time experience. I'm clean with a 
nice butt. 241655 


NUDE PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Lay on my couch naked while amateur 
psychiatrist listens to your problems and 
sexual fantasies. SWM, 45, seeks trim- 
waisted man, under 45, 867597 


BEER AND SEX 

Let’s drink a few beers, talk about sex, 
and play strip poker. BiWM, 44, trim, tight 
build, masculine, N/S, seeks same, 20-44. 
875314 


NAKED IN THE SHOWER 
Slender, masculine WM, 45, seeks similar 
man, under 45, any race, who'd enjoy good 


clean fun with warm water and bar of soap. 


863423 


DINNER EXCHANGE 

Let's try each other's cooking and talk. 
Slender SWM, 45, seeks slender woman, 
20-48, any race. Enjoys films, nature, danc- 
ing. 882926 


ORAL SUBMISSION 

Tight-bodied DM, 43, wants a tight-bodied, 
married, bi guy to strip me and tell me 
what to do to make you feel good all over. 
877130 


ieee 


RESPOND TO ADS BY CALLING 1-900-226-7086 $1.99/MIN 18+ 
OR RESPOND BY CREDIT CARD, CALL 1-877-337-3292 
PLACE YOUR OWN AD 1-877-895-7996 


>women seeking 
women 


WAS OUT, JUST NOT LOOKING 
Direct GHF, 40, 5’, masculine, enjoys 
movies, shopping, walks, family gatherings, 
and holding hands. Seeking GHF, 27-35, 
feminine, HPTW, who knows how to cook 


SBF, 53, soft butch, N/S, N/D, construction 
by trade, likes classical/gospel music, the 
ocean and camping, seeking a feminine 
SPF, 35+, who enjoys similar interests, for 
friendship first, possible LTR. 199073 
GOOD TIMES AND MORE 

SBF, 57, 5'9”, ful-figured, likes walks, drives 
and casinos, seeking a SF, 48-61, with 
similar interest, let's get together and talk 
over dinner. 2188268 

SERIOUS INTENT 

Are you a lesbian 38+, congenial with 
positive attitude, active, enjoy travel? 
small dogs, children? would you like a 
life partner and not just a one nighter or 
a date, then here | am. Me: Commit- 
ment-minded, optimistic, active GWF, 
48. 2237159 


» three's compan 


LOAN ME YOUR WIFE! 

Handsome, easygoing, discreet, well-man- 
nered, gentleman, 57, 6’, 190Ibs, well-hung 
and bi. Love to hear from hip couples. 
248085 = 

MIXED HOT SEXY COUPLE 
Seeking another married, mixed couple 
like us, AF and WM, who are middle-aged, 
nice, sexy and enjoy hot, nude occasions 
together. 753064 


It’s free to join! 
Text SFBGTXT to 55425 


Must be 18+ to use this service 


Brand New Online Personals! 
New Look. New People. New Features 


> friends/activities 


CALLING MUSIC LOVERS Join for free at www.sfbgconnections.com 


My wife and | invite you to our eastbay 
home to watch rare concert footage of The 
Beatles, Led Zeppelin, Tom Petty, Queen, 
Rolling Stones, and many more. Please 
leave phone number. 21-70. 996276 
EXPLORING, 

HEALING 2GETHER 

SM, young 30s, seeking friends of all 
types to explore spiritual healing and 
intense experiences. Let's get together. 
228078 

EROTIC COMPUTER 

Female domme BBW, and computer virgin. 
Seeks scifi geek, techno angel, and as 
submissive teacher, for adult computer 
entertainment, and visits to Reno and 
Vegas. 802472 


LOOKING FOR OPTIMISM 
Optimistic lady, attractive and talented 
in senior years. looking for counterpart. 
Optimistic about health, the beautiful 
world of nature, hobbies, friends, and 
most of all an outstanding sense-of-hu- 
mor and interested in showing uncondi- 
tional love. 135477 

LOOKING FOR SEXY FRIENDS 
newly single male, searching for some sexy 
new friends. | am tall, attractive and very 
athletic..1 keep in good shape, love to have 
fun and am very open minded. Interetsed? 
227196 


» kinksters 


threesomes are 
boring alone 


We can fix that, 


Call 1.877.895.7996 


VM WHAT YOU NEED 

LOving, sexy, open-minded man with strong 
libido and desires, seeks , passionate 
woman to share in adult good times and 
new pleasures. 250762 


LETS SEE WHAT HAPPENS 

SM, 37, 6'2’, 225lbs, hard-working, looking 
for sexy, open-minded man to share adult 
good times. 250969 


VISIT WWW.SFBGCONNECTIONS.COM FOR THOUSANDS MORE SINGLES 


Free Ads: Free ads placed in this section are not guaranteed to run every week. Be sure to renew your ad frequently to keep it fresh. 
~ Guldelines: Personals are for adults 18 or over seeking monogamous relationships. To ensure your safety, carefully screen all responses and have first meetings occur in a public place. This publication reserves the right to edit, revise, or reject any advertisement at any time 


at It's sole discretion and assumes no responsibility for the content of or replies to any ad. Not all ads have corresponding voice messages. To review our complete guidelines, call 617.425.2636 
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GUARDIAN 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


Become a Birth & Postpartum Caregiver (Doula). 12 
_.week course starts Sat. March 29th. Birth 
‘ “professionals of the Bay Area (510) 595-5534 


| Need a Job? 


Bartenders Make $150-$400 Daily 


Professionally-trained bartenders are in extremely 
high demand! Get your certificate in 2 weeks! Ask 
about our winter pricing special. Low tuition / E-Z pay- 
ment plan / Free Job Placement Assistance 

SF SCHOOL OF BARTENDING 


760 Market St. Suite 833, SF, CA 94102 


We now offer about 25 hosiery 
and legging styles including 
these new Sparkle Pantyhose, 
available online and in stores: 
www.americanapparel.net 


American Apparel’ 


Retail Locations: 


Berkeley 

2315 Telegraph Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
Phone; (510) 981-1641 


‘Cow Hollow 

2174 Union St. 

San Francisco, CA 94123 
Phone: (415) 440-3220 


Haight Ashbury 

1615 Haight St. 

San Francisco, CA 94117 
Phone: (415) 431-4028 


gs aM5ED A PHONE #? 


= 


or 


VOICE MAIL $8.95/MO 
Ast Month Free! Hook-up Free! 
800-309-8888 wwwVoiceMailDepot.com 


Learn New Tricks! 
FREE intro, Bridge lessons starting Feb 4, 6:30pm 
100 Diamond & 18th in the Castro. 
Details @ quicktricks.org Call Kim (415) 824-6848 


HAIR MODELS NEEDED! 


Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 


Be Your Own Lawyer 


Lower your fees! Susan Petro, Atty. 415-586-3066 


Sexual Harassment at Work? Quit? 
Atty. TJ. Kodani. Free Consultation 415-951-4640, 


BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 
Call Dean L. Woerner 415-550-8799 
www.sanfranbk.com 


‘wiedical Marijuana 
Physician Evaluations 


Call 415-255-1200, 510-465-0420, 1-877-Prop215 


MEDICAL MARUUANA Center 


415-701-9537 2-7pm Monday- Saturday 
1933 Mission St. S.F. CA. 


$10-17 for 15 Minutes 
24Hrs - Free Preview 


credit - debit cards / checks ok 
www,uslove.com _ 
= 


2015 McKinnon, San Francisco 5 x 7.5 x 7. 
KennedyStorage.com Self-storage. We offer pick up. 
(415) 826-5607 


USE METH? PAID STUDY! 


$10-$35/visit for gay/bi men. BUMP is a SF Health 
Dept. study to test the feasibility of providing medica- 
tion to gay/bi men who use meth to help cut down or 
quit. (415) 554-9013. www.sfbump.com. 


: RENT A HARLEY SPECIAL 
| 888-390-6500, $50-$100/day www.eaglerider.com 


_ LEARN ITALIAN! ENROLL TODAY: 
: $192-19 FUN classes! - 


SF Italian Athletic Club is NOW offering begin- 
| ning-advanced courses. For info: (415)781-0166 or 
| administration@sfiac.org 


Treatment for heroin and/or 
other opiate addictions at 
no cost to you 


Research study at BAART in 
San Francisco offers those eligible 
no cost treatment for heroin or other 
opiate addictions for up to 8 months. 
Along with treatment participants 
will be moderately compensated. 


if interested please contact: 
Camille/Kevin at: 
(415) 928-7800 
extension 324 or 326 
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(415) 476-7498 to leave a message (24hrs.) iH 


THE UCSF 
PSYCHOPHARMACOLOGY 
RESEARCH LABORATORY 


Needs Paid Volunteer 
Research Subjects 


To participate in a Study examining 
the safety of a drug called lobeline 


You MAY be eligible if you are: 
© Between 18-45 years old 
¢ In good physical and mental health 
¢ Have no history of drug 
or alcohol addiction 
e Have recent methamphetamine 
experience 


i ash & 
This study involves living : Wepay hermes da 
full time on a UCSF fi we tradecredityou 
research ward for eleven : : 


successive days and nights. 


This study will require 
frequent blood draws. 


Lnrwoeet of Salone 
‘San Prxceneo 


This is NOT a treatment program. SAN FRANCISCO 


To determine eligibility please call: 1855 Haight St. © 415-831-1200 
(415) 476-7471 for more info (9am-4pm) or fH BERKELEY 


2455 Telegraph Ave. © 510-549-1125 


EVENTS 


With more than 35 of the latest independent and documentary films from Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria, a tribute to Ulrich Mahe, a special revival screening of the 
only silent Karl Valentin film, and a panel discussion on What Makes You Laugh? the 
13th Annual Berlin & Beyond Film Festival is back in full force An imporecist pare of 
the Festival experience are films for the next generation of moviegoers. On the bill 

Is a free screening for students of TO THE LIMIT, a breathtaking mountain climbing 
adventure by Pepe Danquart and PAULA’S SECRET, delightful film for our young ones. 
January 10-16 @ Castro Theatre, Castro and Market 

BERLINANDBEYOND.COM. 


Produced 24 Footloose’s Artistic Director, Mary Alice Fry, WOW 2008 will be made 
up of over 20 shows in the three-week run. Fry chose to present at two intimate 
venues—the Footloose home base, Shotwell Studios, and the new SOMA venue, The 
Garage (SAFEhouse.) The two spaces have been busy this year with up-and-coming 
dance companies and solo artists creating new work in residencies (Artists in Motion 
and raw&uncut). All shows at 8pm, $15-20 sliding scale. 

Don't miss the gala benefit on Friday, January 11, 2008 from 8:00 pm until midnight 
with silent auction and sumptuous international cuisine. The festivities feature 
performances, pre-show animation and party ambience by a stelfar neue of guest 
artists including the Sarah Bush Dance Project, Joshua Kiipp, Circus Finelli, Katie 
Rubin, Alicia Dattner, Mary Ann Boyd, Amara Tabor-Smith, Avotcja and Val Serrant 
plus other guest artists to be announced. The $25 donation includes a pass for one 
other evening in the festival. 

January 10-27 @ Shotwell Studios (3252-A 19th St at Folsom) and The Garage (975 
Howard btw 5th & 6th) 

FILOOSE.ORG 


Golden Thread's annual festival of short plays exploring the Middle East, featuring 

plays by Yussef El Guindi, Naomi F. Wallace, Ignacio Ziilueta, and others. Don't miss 

this one-of-a-kind annual festival that turns San Francisco into a Mecca for innovative 

and thought-provoking theatre. Now in it’s 8th year, the ReOrient Festival will once 

again present the best writing from or about the Middle East $25 General Admission, 

$72 Students and’ Seniors. Pestle Night with Artists Gala Reception $75. 

eee 10 — February 3 @ Magic Theatre, Building D, Fort Mason Center, San 
TaGNCASCO 

GOLDENTHREAD.ORG 


Like Sarah Jones and Anna Deavere Smith, Obie Award winner Danny Hoch took 
2201e/ Rep by storm with Jails, Hospitals & Hip Hop. And he’s back, transformin 
across boundaries of race, age, and gender to capture thé characters of his Breokn 
Au SEies | where the melting pot is boiling over. Directed by Tony Taccone, who 
hs fities Culture Clash’s Zorro in Hell and Sarah Jones’ Tony Award-winning Bridge & 
unnel. 
*S"BERKELEY. REPERTORY THEATRE INVITES GUARDIAN READERS TO SAVE 20% 
Berkeley Rep is celebrating 40 years with new, lower prices! See Taking Over for as 
little as $27—half that if you're under 30. And with this offer, you save 20% off full 
price on select performances when you reserve your seats online. 
Heit I) = February 10 @ Berkeley Rep, 2025 Addison St Berkeley 
BERKELEYREP.ORG/SFBG 


From Dave Brenner of Metal Maniacs: “Throughout underground undercurrents 

of chatter, adequate touring and a few earth-moving mini-releases, the monstrous 
Graves At Sea has becomeé:a household staple for doom devotees. Attacking the 
listener like American pos of bottom-end Grief and Eyéhatégod and Brit 
heavyweights Electric Wizard and Ramesses, with the slow-mo tsunami sound of 
Japan's Godzillas Corrupted and Boris, Graves At Sea hit with the force of three tec 
tonic slabs of earth violently culminating into one molten surge...” With Grey; and Kris 
Force (Amber Asylum) accompanied by Sigrid Shere (Hammers of Misfortune). $13, 
doors at 8pm, show at 9pm. 

January 11 @ Slim's, 333 11th St and Folsom 

SLIMS-SECOM 


This is THE event that kicks off the 2008 Transgender season, and, once again, TGSF 
is pulling out all the stops; with skits, performances, contests for Mr. TGSF and Ms. 

Sf plus a formal presentation of ladies to polite Sotiety. TGSF invites all community 
members, including first-time participants, to attend this glittering affair. Previous 
Gotillions have attracted. visitors from allover the Bay Area, California, and indeed 
as far as Ireland and Indonesia. A panel of judges representing the diversity of the 
community selects Mr. and, Ms. TGSF during the event. A star-studded celebrity cast 
adds glamour and style to the show. This year’s theme is *A Tropical Getaway.” Doors 
at 6pm, show at 7pin. Tickets at $30, $40 and $60. 

January 12 @ The South San Francisco Convention Center, 255 South Airport Blvd 


GUARDIAN 


